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The recently completed redevelopment of Jacksons International 
Airport by the National Government will enable the most customer-
friendly arrival and departure facilities in our region. The economic 
benefits of a regional hub will be shared widely in the business 
community, and will provide a boost for tourism within PNG.

To further strengthen the capacity of Air Niugini to meet the 
challenges ahead, the airline is undertaking a major fleet replacement 
and upgrade over the next few years. Faster jet aircraft are being 
introduced on domestic, regional and international routes.

The Air Niugini success story would not have been achieved without 
three key factors.

The first is the commitment of our employees – management, flight 
crew and ground service staff across our vast network. We are proud 
of the airline’s record in localisation at all levels, including our captains 
and first officers, and in training employees at all levels. We remain 
one of the leading providers of employee training in PNG.

The second is the support the airline has received from its 
shareholder – the National Government. Since 1980, the National 
Government has been the sole shareholder and has been unqualified 
in supporting the airline’s growth, including helping to meet capital 
requirements driven by the need to expand and modernise the fleet. 

The third has been the loyalty of the airline’s customers – the travelling 
public, and our commercial clients. Air Niugini is proud of its record of 
service, reliability and safety. Our passengers and commercial clients 
have repaid our record with loyalty, even in tough economic times. 

Air Niugini is a significant part of nation building in the PNG success 
story since Independence.

We are proud to serve the nation in the vital area of air transport.
As we join in celebrating four decades of national growth and unity, 

Air Niugini is committed to being just as effective a partner in the life 
and growth of the nation as it has been since its inception.

Happy 40th anniversary, Papua New Guinea.

Sir Frederick Reiher, KCMG, KBE 
Chairman, Air Niugini Limited

T
he board, management and 
staff of Air Niugini join with me 
in congratulating Papua New 
Guinea as we celebrate its 40th 

anniversary of Independence.
Air Niugini was established in 1973, 

almost two years before PNG became a 
nation on September 16, 1975.

Just as all the people of PNG are 
justified in being proud of our nation’s 
achievements over the past 40 years, 
we at Air Niugini are proud of our 
contribution to the nation’s growth as 

the leading air transport operator, serving PNG with domestic and 
international air services.

Air Niugini had humble beginnings – starting with a fleet of ageing 
DC3s and Fokker 27s servicing the main domestic routes. Expansion 
was rapid, with international services to Brisbane and Cairns 
commencing in 1975.

Within a year, the first domestic jet services became available, and 
expansion of domestic and international services followed, including 
the first services to Asia: Manila, Hong Kong and Kagoshima.

By 1980, the shareholding held by Australian airlines Qantas, TAA 
and Ansett had been acquired by the National Government, making 
Air Niugini a truly national airline in ownership as well as operations.

One of the most significant developments in Air Niugini’s history 
was the establishment in November, 2014, of Link PNG – a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Air Niugini tasked with providing affordable and 
regular services to remote and smaller centres across the nation.

Just as the nation looks to the challenges and opportunities that 
lie ahead, so is Air Niugini. Our priority will remain the provision of 
safe, affordable and reliable air services. The frequency of domestic 
services to major centres will increase as the faster and more 
efficient Fokker 70 aircraft are introduced to service major domestic 
and regional centres.

Air Niugini is also embarking on a program to make Port Moresby 
the regional hub for international passengers travelling between the 
Pacific islands and Asia – serviced by Air Niugini and our regional 
partner airlines.

Welcome aboard

2011 – First of three Boeing 737s arrive.

2013 – The National Government starts 
talks on privatisation of the airline. (In 
2015, the process of a managed sale is 
underway to superannuation and similar 
funds to ensure the airline remains 100 
per cent PNG owned, but not 100 per 
cent government owned.)

2014 – Formation of Link PNG, a wholly 
owned subsidiary to operate routes which 
are too small for Air Niugini to operate 
with larger aircraft. Services reopened to 
mainland Bougainville (Kieta).

2015 – First Fokker 70 arrives in June, 
to commence replacement of the Q400 
fleet. Services launched to Vanuatu. 
Hosting of the Pacific Games in PNG – 
Air Niugini is a major sponsor and official 

carrier. n

See our 13-page Independence 
feature starting on page 76.

airLine neWs the lateSt from air niugini

Four decades in the air

A
ir Niugini’s growth as 
the national carrier has 
gone hand-in-hand with 
Papua New Guinea’s 

emergence as a nation since 
Independence in 1975.

Although the airline took 
the skies a short time prior to 
Independence, its milestones 
have coincided with the growth 
of the country.

Here are some of the key events 
in Air Niugini’s evolution. 

1973 – Air Niugini’s first flight is PX100 
Port Moresby-Lae-Rabaul-Kieta. Airline 
operates a fleet of 12 DC-3s and Fokker 
27s in its first year.

1975 – Air Niugini is the first overseas 
airline to fly into Cairns when F27 
services added. Also starts flights to 
Brisbane with a leased B727 aircraft

1976 – Domestic jet services start with 
arrival of first Fokker 28. B707s replace 
the B727s on international routes to 
Manila, Brisbane and Sydney. Hong Kong 
and Kagoshima routes added to the 
airline’s network. Government buys out 
Qantas and TAA shares.

1977 – Last of the DC-3 aircraft retire. 
The airline opens a new head office 
building Air Niugini Haus.

1979 – Adds services to Singapore and 
opens sales offices in Australia, Europe 
and the US.

1980 – Government buys out remaining 
Ansett shares, to make Air Niugini 100 
per cent Government owned.

1981 – Tripartite joint service added for 
Hong Kong-Port Moresby-Auckland, with 
Cathay Pacific and Air New Zealand. 
Arrival of Dash-7 aircraft allows route 
expansion to airports with shorter 
runways.

1984 – First wide-body aircraft arrives, 
an Airbus A300 leased from TAA.

1986 – Pilot cadet scheme launched, for 
training of Papua New Guineans.

1989 – First A310 aircraft arrives (and a 
second in 1990/1.

1990s – Difficult times caused by the 
Bougainville crisis in 1990, and the 
Rabaul volcano in 1994.

1992 – Reservations system upgraded 
by changing from Qantam to SITA.

1997 – Dash-7s replaced by newer and 
faster Dash-8s.

2002 – First Boeing 767 leased from 
Air New Zealand. Launch of codeshare 
services with Qantas on the Brisbane 
and Sydney routes.

2004 – First of the F100s arrive to 
replace the Fokker 28s.

2010 – Destinations Loyalty program 
launched. First of six Q400s arrive for 
domestic expansion.
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Early days for Air Niugini 
… a DC-3 rises above  
the clouds.
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depArture lounge
newS, briefinGS, locAl knowledGe

T
he Australian music star will perform at the opening 
ceremony of the PNG Games on November 15.
It is the highlight of her four-day visit to the Games in Lae. 
She will also play with PNG’s Jokema to record a jingle.

Mauboy has been in the world spotlight in recent months. In 
May, she was the first solo artist outside Europe to make a 
guest appearance at the Eurovision Song Contest and in August 
she performed at the Commonwealth Games in Glasgow.

Departure Lounge caught up with Mauboy, who also starred 
in the movie Sapphires, during her busy schedule.

Q: What are you most looking forward to when you 
come to PNG?

A: I’m looking forward to getting to know the culture and 
community again. I feel very proud and honoured to be a 
part of such a great community event.

Q: Is it your first time in the country?
A: I have travelled to PNG before to raise funds and 

awareness for both Operation Open Heart and the Orchid 
Society of Papua New Guinea, and had an incredible time 
meeting the families of the community sharing my music.

Q: Musically, what is coming up next for you?
A: I’m in the process of writing new music and just 

focusing and having a lot of fun making it all come to life.
Q: Where are your favorite places to travel?
A: I currently live in Sydney and have been for quite some 

time, so I like to travel back to Darwin and visit all my family. 
But I love Greece and Vanuatu and would visit those places  
any day.

Q: What’s in your hand luggage?
A: Deodorant, toothbrush, toothpaste, a spare set of clothes 

and moisturisers. n

Q&A 
Jessica 
mauboy
Paradise caught up with Australia’s singing 
sensation ahead of her visit to the PNG 
Games in November.
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A 
shop specialising in Papua New 
Guinean merchandise has opened in 
the departure area at the revamped 
Jacksons International Airport.

The shop, A Little Something from PNG, 
sells PNG made, produced and themed items 
ranging from Blue Mountain Coffee, grown 
in the Highlands, to hand-made carvings, 
chocolate from Bougainville and David 
Kirkland’s new photo book about PNG (see 
story on page 100).

A Little Something from PNG is part of the 
CMH group. Director Grace Chin says: “We 
are very proud to represent PNG with our 

deParTUre LOUnGe neWS, briefingS, local knoWledge

F
ollowing on from a tourism 
campaign last year that 
involved Papua New 
Guinean tribesmen walking 

through the streets of New York 
in traditional dress, the Big Apple 
has just had another dose of 
PNG – this time at the revered 
Explorers’ Club.

A panel of photographers, artists, 
filmmakers and adventurers 
(pictured) shared their stories 
about PNG and discussed how 
the country has grown.

The event at the club, which 
has served as a meeting place 
for explorers and scientists since 
1904, also showcased rare black-
and-white photographs of PNG, 
never before seen in the US.

The panellists included John 
Fairfull, a Canadian artist who 
spent four years as a boat 
captain in PNG. He became so 
connected to the culture that he 
was initiated into a tribe. Others 
included Michele Westmorland, 
an award-winning marine 
photographer and a member 

Png waves the flag in new York PAcific
islAnDs
music

P
apua New Guinean 
musician Dane-Michael 
Starwood has released 
a new album, Maiki Kira 

Kira. The guitarist describes 
it as the music of the Pacific 
Islands.

He says radio stations, 
including Lalokau FM in Port 
Moresby (89.1), have started 
playing his new tracks.

Starwood is based in 
Australia now, but his 
background as a musician 
goes back a long way in PNG.

“PNG is where it all started 
for me,” he says. “I still 
remember playing guitar 
in church as a kid in Port 
Moresby and then leaving for 
the Highlands and playing in 
lots of great bands.” 

Since living in Australia he 
has completed a bachelor of 
applied music, specialising in 
music composition.

To hear a taste of Starwood, 
listen in at the new album’s 
website maikikirakira.com.made in Png

of the Women Divers Hall of 
Fame, and Mary Jane Murray, a 
tour guide who has opened and 
managed lodges in PNG’s most 
remote regions.

The event also included an 
interactive iPad display, which 
showcased the ‘Humans of Papua 
New Guinea’ project – a social 
media movement that highlights 
unique stories of local people from 
around the country. Founded by 

Nixon and Victoria Piakal, their 
Facebook page (facebook.com/
humansofpapuanewguinea) has 
grown to 16,000 likes in a little 
over a year.

The PNG Tourism Promotion 
Authority in North America 
arranged the event to showcase 
and promote the country as a 
travel destination. n

retail shop, we have many travellers wanting 
to take photos with all the beautiful images 
and artefacts featured throughout. We want 
visitors to leave the country with a positive 
perception of PNG and even take a piece of 
PNG with them.” n
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Circulation
Paradise magazine has a print run of 20,000.

n  It is available in every seat of every international flight, and on selected 

domestic services.

n  Copies are also distributed through channels such as Air Niugini 

lounges, travel industry contacts and PNG diplomatic missions around 

the world.

n  Paradise is also easy to access online via its own dedicated website at: 

airniuginiparadise.com.
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trAveller
our country, our reGion, our world

H
ave you ever wanted to go somewhere truly 
remote? Someplace your friends have never 
heard of, let alone visited? Love to fish, dive, 
or just lie on your own perfect tropical island 

beach? The Conflict Islands might be for you.
Located off the tip of Papua New Guinea, in Milne 

Bay, the Conflict Islands are named after a British 
survey ship that charted these waters during the 
19th century, not after any problems that might have 
occurred here. 

The islands are unusual in that they have never been 
settled by the indigenous population. 

They were used as a copra plantation at one stage, 
but that has long since gone.

Now, they are one of the few privately owned atolls 
in the world, and recently opened up as a tourist 
destination.

There are 21 islands in this group, with only one 
populated: Panasesa on the western side of the group. 

The small resort here has six cabins facing out to 
the sea and a dining room and living area in the main 
building. 

A PlAce  
of your 
own
Ken Hoppen dips his toes in the water 
at a resort in the Conflict Islands where 
there are so few people that you feel 
like a castaway.

Footprints in 
the sand … 
local dancers 
on the deserted 
beach; there 
are six cabins 
at Panasesa 
Resort.
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trAveller our country

need to Know
PANASESA RESORT
Six beachfront traditional-thatched bungalows, include ensuites, balcony and deck chairs.From about PGK1800 a night. Seven-night package about PGK11,400 includes boat transfers, diving, fishing and other 

activities.
More information: conflictislands.com;  info@conflictislands.com; +61 7 4080 7315.

The island only ever has eight to 10 people 
staying at any one time.

With only the resort staff and guests, it is 
not hard to find a place with no-one else in 
sight. 

Still too many people? It’s simple to pack a 
lunch and be dropped off on one of the other 
islands for a day on your own.

For those who can’t just envisage 
themselves lying on the beach, swimming, 
kayaking and sailing, the area is known for its 
fishing and diving. 

Spanish mackerel, tuna, sailfish, marlin, 
giant trevally and more inhabit the water 
here; all target species for serious fishing.

But it is the diving that is the most 
spectacular.

The House Reef on the northern side of 
Panasesa is stunning. A steep sandy slope 
leads down to the 20-metre mark, where 
the wall begins and drops vertically into 
unimaginable depths. A slight current usually 

flows one way or 
the other, so this 
dive is generally 
done by boat.

Clouds of 
colourful 
anthias 
swarm over 
the corals. 
Butterflyfish 
and angelfish 
dart in and 
out of the reef, with the larger predatory 
sweetlips, trevally and grouper adding colour 
to the swirling mass of life. Gorgonian corals 
reach out from the wall towards the blue, 
colourful shells and hawkfish making their 
home in their intricate branches.

Nearby Irai Island has several dive sites, 
with perhaps the best being Coral Gardens, 
where several species of deepwater 
angelfish have been seen in depths far 

shallower 
than is their normal range.

Beluga One and Beluga Two are also 
stunning sites, with large coral bommies 
reaching for the surface, leaving massive 
passageways of fish to explore.

Manta rays, mobula and Spanish mackerel 
are often seen passing by, and a large male 
giant Maori wrasse watches us from a 
distance, never getting close enough to ➤
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TraVeLLer our countrY

1 
The Morobe Show is Lae’s premier event 
and is on October 24–25. It showcases 
the agricultural, industrial, commercial and 
cultural aspects of the Morobe Province. 

Attend on the Sunday, when traditional dancing 
groups or sing sings will offer a rare opportunity 
to see into many of PNG’s 800+ cultures. It’s 
one of PNG’s only cultural shows where nearly 
all of the country’s 22 provinces are illustrated 
through spectacular costume, song and dance. 
See morobeshow.org.pg.

12LAE 
ESSENTIALS

Lae resident Marisa Howden offers an 
insider’s guide to the nation’s industrial 

capital, revealing the city’s must-do 
activities and top attractions.

O
nly a 45-minute flight from Port Moresby, Lae is Papua New 
Guinea’s second-largest city and the industrial hub of the nation.

Unfortunately, Lae can often be viewed as a dangerous place to 
travel to, which is a shame as there are so many wonderful things 

to see and do that it’s well worth visiting while in PNG. As long as you 
remain aware and avoid driving in certain areas and alone at night, it’s  
no different to any other city. 

Lae offers a lifestyle full of excitement and adventure, as well as 
unrivalled natural beauty – you just have to know where to look to find it. 
Luckily, you have my 12 must-do activities to get you going. 

Show-stopper ... 
scenes  from the 

Morobe Show,one of 
the main attractions 

of Lae.
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TraVeLLer our countrY

2 Located on a quiet isthmus just an hour 
outside Lae is Salamaua – a true gem 
of PNG. Once the capital of the Morobe 
Province and a strategic base for Australia 

during World War 2, it now consists of local 
villages and holiday houses mostly owned by 
expats. Excellent snorkelling and diving can be 
found in the harbour, so be sure to bring your 
mask and snorkel. Banana boats leave daily 
from Voco Point (near the Lae Yacht Club). 

3 A round of golf at the Lae Golf Club is a 
great way to get out among the town’s 
beautiful surrounds while you try your hand 
at one of PNG’s better courses. The club 

has undergone significant changes in recent 
years with the addition of many bunkers and 
trees. It is now more challenging and hosts the 
annual Morobe Open, which is part of the North 
Queensland professional tour. 
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ad sPaCe raTes (aUd$) Per Bi-MONTHLY issUe

 1 ISSUE  3 ISSUES 6 ISSUES

Double page spread $7500  $6640  $5775

Full page  $4360 $3860  $3350

Half page $2660  $2350  $2050

Quarter page (hor. or vert.) $1630  $1550  $1260

advertising rates 
(valid January to december 2016)

Loadings – full page 
only

n  First quarter of the magazine, 
and guaranteed right hand page  
- 30% loading

n  First half and guaranteed right 
hand page - 20% loading

General Loadings

n  Guaranteed right hand page - 
10% loading

artwork Production 
Charges 

Half/quarter page $350.00 

Full page - $500.00

This is a basic production service 
– high resolution photographs / 
logo plus required copy must be 
provided by client. 

Please enquire regarding 
the creation of artworks and 
campaigns from scratch.

living feStiVAl

Brave face … the Melanesian 
Festival in full swing at Port 
Moresby’s Ela Beach (this page); a 
Highlands man, one of hundreds in 
ceremonial dress for the festival 
(opposite page).
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Fire 
and 
colour
Brandon Presser gets up close to fire-
eaters, warriors and dancers at the 
Melanesian Festival.

P
apua New Guinea recently hosted a colourful gathering of 
people from the Pacific nations, some wearing elaborate 
headdresses and others with spears and shields.

They came together for the 5th Melanesian Festival of Arts 
and Culture, held every four years in a different country.
The much-anticipated festival is a chance for the constellation of 
islands to gather in the sharing and preservation of the elements 
that both unite them and make them culturally unique.

Among the attendees were delegations from Vanuatu, Fiji, 
Solomon Islands, New Caledonia, Timor Leste, West Papua and 
Torres Strait. The two-week event unveiled the diverse nature of 
the region and its kaleidoscope of people. 

Split into two rolling fields below the hallowed grounds of Port 
Moresby’s National Museum, the stages and gathering spaces 
teemed with a heady assortment of festival goers who rotated 
roles between performer and onlooker throughout the day.

Although the clusters of performance troupes were easily 
distinguishable by their drastically different costumes, all decorative 
elements seemed inspired by the indigenous birds. The great bird 
of paradise, prominently featured on PNG’s national flag, reigned 
supreme. 

The fire-eaters from Namatanai on the island of New Ireland, 
with their signature wreaths of scorched palm, also drew much 
attention.

Their gaze was ferocious and focused as they charred the  
ends of small logs until they were steaming and white. They 
devoured the smoking chunks for all to see. Hundreds of audience 
members stood rapt as the lucky few with smartphones furiously 
tapped their screens to document the event. ➤

living feStiVAl
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TRAVELLER OUR REGION

K
uala Lumpur started off as a boomtown 
just 150 years ago, and doesn’t have 
the pedigree of many an ancient Asian 
city. No matter: it has barely slowed 

down since its founding, yet has not lost any 
of its tumultuous character.

KL’s blend of old and new, ramshackle and 
chic, make it a fascinating place. Wander 
around and get a feel for the contemporary 
vibe and business energy of the city, then kick 
back in a Taoist temple or a relaxing old-style 
coffee house, where afternoons just seem to 
drift away.

City guide: 

KUALA LUMPUR
Brian Johnston finds that KL is a blend of old and new, from 
Taoist temples to glamorous rooftop bars.
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GETTING AROUND
Walking isn’t the way to go in hot, humid Kuala 
Lumpur except in the colonial city centre’s 
narrow streets. Taxis (sunlighttaxi.com) are 
abundant and relatively cheap and the hop-
on, hop-off tourist bus (myhoponhopoff.com) 
trundles around the main attractions. Trains 
(myrapid.com.my) mostly suit local commuters 
but also link the airport.

SIGHTS
Colourful, bustling Chinatown lies at the heart of 
Kuala Lumpur, and has Taoist and Hindu temples 
worth a visit. But the chief attraction is soaking 
up the atmosphere of its tiny shops, cafes and 
street markets before plundering Chinatown’s 
many eateries.

Petronas Twin Towers (Kuala Lumpur City 
Centre; petronastwintowers.com.my) is 
Malaysia’s icon and were the world’s tallest 
two buildings when opened in 1996. They are 
still spectacular, providing great views from a 
Skybridge and 86th-floor observation deck.

Jamek Mosque (Jalan Tun Terak) was built 
in 1909 in Indian Muslim (Mughal) style, with 
distinctive red-and-white striped minarets.  
Its shaded marble interior is deliciously cool  
in summer.

KUALA LUMPUR SPECIAL
Few things say Kuala Lumpur more than its 
hawker stalls. Imbi Market (on Jalan Kampung) 
or the stalls along Madras Lane and Jalan Sayur 
provide great street eats. Chinatown has some 
terrific evening offerings along Jalan Sultan  
and Jalan Tun HS Lee, with a huge variety of 
Malay and Chinese nosh dished up until long 
after midnight.

Squat on a tiny stool under the arcades of old 
Chinese houses, while the lights of skyscrapers 
glitter above, and tuck into a quintessential 
Kuala Lumpur experience.  

TRAVELLER OUR REGION

Street scenes … the Kuala Lumpur 
skyline with the dominant Petronas 
Twin Towers (opposite page); city traffic 
(above); Chinatown market (above middle); 
Chinatown hawker stall (above right).
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living GAdGetS

Gadgets and travel 
accessories

Sony MDR-Zx750BN headphones 
In the ongoing search for the perfect noise-cancelling headphones, Sony has a candidate worthy 
of inspection. Its MDR-ZX750BN headphones may have a complicated number for a name, but 

their advantages are obvious. The inbuilt Bluetooth capability removes the need for messy cables, 
and the headphones swivel into a neatly folded position when not in use. Another great aspect 
for travellers is the digital noise-cancellation, which cuts out 98 per cent of ambient sound. This 

feature comes in three automatic modes: for use in the office, on public transport and on aircraft. 
Add in the portable charger and airplane jack, and you have the ideal travelling companion. 

About PGK640, sony-asia.com

Hedgren bags 
Forget those ridiculously expensive 
handbags toted along the red 
carpet by celebrities. Travellers 
and business people need practical 
bags that look good but do the 
job. The Belgian-based Hedgren 
specialises in such functional, 
design-driven bags and other travel 
gear, producing items for men and 
women. The latest range includes 
the New Way, a business-friendly 
bag that can house a tablet, laptop 
and other essential items; the Inner 
City, a women’s shoulder bag in 
slick Snake Black or colourful Paisley 
Sepia; and the New Nomad, a bag 
for travelling in style with touches  
of brass and leather. 
hedgren.com

Bric’s Bellagio luggage 
Who says that glamour is dead 
when it comes to travel? The 
Bellagio range of luggage by this 
Italian company resurrects the 
romance of the past, combining it 
with modern lightweight materials 
to produce suitcases with evident 
class. Each case has quality design 
elements such as rainproof zips, 
swivel wheels, a multi-position 
retractable handle, and panels 
allowing separate compartments. 
Business travellers are particularly 
well served by the compartment 
with inbuilt suit hooks and hangers. 
The Tuscan leather trim extends 
to the luggage tags and internal 
business-card pocket. There’s a 
variety of sizes, colours and styles.  
brics.it

Glif 
There’s an old saying among 
photographers: the best camera 
is the one you have on you when 
you need it. For most of us when 
travelling, that’s our smartphone. 
And though phone-based cameras 
have improved greatly over the 
years, they still have limitations. 
That’s where the Glif comes in. This 
clever small device can be screwed 
onto any standard-sized camera 
tripod. Its adjustable bracket then 
adjusts to firmly hold your phone, 
making it easier to avoid vibration 
and take better photos. Cleverly, 
once detached the Glif can be used 
as a stand, propping up the phone 
for reading or viewing purposes.  
About PGK70, studioneat.com

Scrubba washbag 
One of the biggest hassles on a 
long journey is the need to wash 
dirty laundry. It’s even more difficult 
if you’re on a camping trip with 
no access to a washing machine. 
Preparing for a trip to Africa, 
Australian inventor Ashley Newland 
came up with the idea of a flexible 
washboard contained within a tough 
plastic bag, allowing clothes to be 
laundered anywhere. Water, clothes 
and cleaning liquid are added to 
the bag, then rubbed over the 
washboard for three minutes. After 
a rinse, they’re hung out to dry – no 
bulky equipment required. 
About PGK150, thescrubba.com.au

by Tim richards
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D
uring the recent 
Melanesian Arts and 
Culture Festival in Port 
Moresby, performers from 

all over the Pacific celebrated 
their cultures and showed there 
is a real interest in the traditional 
practices of the region

Small stalls at the festival 
venues sold a dizzying array of 
traditional crafts – tapa cloth, 
carvings, printed material, baskets 
and many other products.

In years gone by, or taim bilong 
tumbuna as they say in pidgin, 
the carving of traditional carvings 
that were imbued with ritual 
significance was not something 
that was undertaken lightly. 

The shapes of masks, incised 
patterns on gope boards or 
designs on tapa cloth were often 
unique to particular ethnic groups, 
communities or even clans within 
villages –similar to the heraldic 
designs on the shields and 
pennants of medieval knights. 

Certain regions of PNG that 
manufactured the most artistically 
striking or colourful traditional 
crafts became a focus for the 
earlier colonial collectors of ethnic 
objets d’art – notably the Sepik 
River villages and those in the 
tortuous river deltas that disgorged 
their waters into the Gulf of Papua.

Many ancient pieces that were 
purchased by avid collectors last 
century now adorn the shelves 
of museums in Germany and 
America, and change hands for 
high sums.

While legislation to prevent 
removal of historical pieces has 
been enacted, it was in many 
ways too late – numerous 
pieces had already left PNG 
and unfortunately increasing 
education, a cash economy and 
the general development of the 
country meant that traditional 
knowledge was in many cases not 
handed on to the next generation. 

With the advent of Christianity, 
the spiritual rationale behind 
the crafting of certain objects 
was sadly lost, with only certain 
dances, practices and artefacts 
continuing to be used.

Of course, traditional culture 
was never static and, while the 
clock cannot be turned back, we 
should value what we have and 
see today, thankful that a few 
talented individuals still produce 
traditional crafts whether they 
be pots, tapa cloth, musical 
instruments, shields, canoe 
prows, baskets, fish traps or 
personal adornment. 

Some of these crafts are 
manufactured for sale, others 

to enable authentic dances 
to be performed. In other 
cases traditional designs are 
incorporated into more modern 
clothing, banners, letterheads and 
corporate logos.

Ancient or modern, traditional 
or contemporary – the hundreds 
of languages and cultures of PNG 
guarantee that there will never be 
a shortage of inspiration for the 
craft of the country. n

Timeless 
pieces

John Brooksbank explores the tradition of  
PNG crafts, collected all over the world as 

prized objets d’art.
Tradition on show …. artefacts at Madang Provincial Museum.
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T
he 2015 Pacific Games, which kicks 
off in Port Moresby on July 4, is not 
just a sporting event, but a cultural 
gathering embracing the indigenous 

people that populate the vast expanse of the 
region. The Games have been two-and-a-half 
years in the making, and it will be the third 
time that Port Moresby has hosted the event.

This time, the Games come on the 
anniversary of 40 years of Papua New 
Guinea’s independence.

The PNG Government has committed 
PGK1.2 billion towards the Games for 
the renewal and construction of sporting 
infrastructure that will set the country up for 
decades to come and help attract events of 
international repute.

For the first time, the powerhouse sporting 
nations of the Pacific – Australia and New 
Zealand – will compete, but will be restricted 
to four sports: Rugby 7s, sailing, weightlifting 
and taekwondo.

GAME TIME
Port Moresby is poised to host the Pacific Games, 
the region’s biggest sporting event this year.  
Jeff Turnbull reports.

May – June 2015 77 

LIVING SPORT

The Games organising committee believes 
bringing in those two nations will help raise the 
standard of competition in the allocated sports, 
as well as bring the Games into the living rooms 
of Australians and New Zealanders. 

More than 4000 athletes and officials from 
24 countries will be housed in the new Games 
village at the University of PNG.

Twenty-eight sports will be contested, 
ranging from athletics and swimming, through 
to the more sedate lawn bowls, golf, and 

Flying the flag ... 
the PNG team on 
parade at the 2013 
Pacific Mini Games; 
weighlifter Dika Toua 
who won silver at the 
Commonwealth Games 
last year.
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TraVeLLer our country

PNG, by the sea

including two aircraft wrecks at the old 
airport, slowly disappearing under a carpet 
of ash.

This haughty exclusivity aboard True 
North, I’m pleased to report, does not equate 
to callous disregard for our generous and welcoming 
hosts. While locals enjoy an abundant diet of fresh 
vegetables and seafood, there are the privations  
of island life to contend with.

Medical and school supplies, for example, 
must make a long journey to get here, often 
passing through many hands. This is where 
expedition cruising can assist by bringing 
educational materials, books, clothing, 
simple medicines and first-aid supplies. 
Bypassing the convoluted distribution  
chain ensures these very end users get 
valuable resources.

Every passenger can help by filling their 
spare luggage space with inexpensive 
donations – and refilling it again with 
exquisite art, carvings and souvenirs. 
“Giving back” is fast becoming the 
hallmark of expedition cruising.

Back in the silent swamp, our masalai 
(spirit) followers continue to monitor our 
journey. Our heavily laden canoes continue 
to glide effortlessly along the still waters, 
just metres from the densely wooded 
embankments. 

Now our pursuers reveal themselves in 
spectacular fashion. Leaping out 

A warm welcome ... 
cruise passengers are 
assured of authentic 
encountersof local life  
as they cruise PNG’s 
coastline.  
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LiVinG nationhood

40 years of independence

S
till holding pride of place in my home, 40 years 
on, is my Kumuls’ jersey from that incredible year 
for Papua New Guinea – 1975. As Independence 
approached, PNG was given the hosting rights for 

the first-ever Pacific Rugby League Cup.
I had arrived in PNG the previous year, 1974, to work 

as a journalist on secondment from the ABC to the then 
recently created NBC of PNG. One of my work colleagues 

How rugby league welds  
the nation

PNG’s national team, the Kumuls, is a force for national  
pride and unity. Sean Dorney played for the team in 1975,  

the year of Independence. 

Line of fire … the 
Kumuls unite Papua 
New Guinea, a country 
once described as a 
nation of a thousand 
tribes.
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LiVinG nationhood

40 years of independence

in the newsroom, John Harangu, from the 
Sepik, invited me to join him in playing for Paga 
Panthers in the Port Moresby Rugby League 
competition.

As Paga’s half-back, I was fortunate enough, 
early in 1975, to be picked for the Southern 
zone side to go to Lae for the national selection 
trials over the Easter weekend.

Despite being hot favourite, our Southern 
zone team was beaten by the Northern and 
Highlands zones. My lasting memory is tackling 
big, bruising forwards and so I think it was my 
defence that must have impressed the selectors.

There were not too many from the Moresby 
competition who made that first Kumuls squad, 
which went into a training camp up at Sogeri in 
the mountains behind Port Moresby. Our captain, 
from the Islands zone, was a Bougainvillean, Joe 
Buboi, a lanky, skillful full-back.

The Pacific Cup was played that year 
between four teams – the Kumuls, the New 
Zealand Maoris, Western Australia and 
Victoria. Australia’s Northern Territory was 
supposed to be in it, but Cyclone Tracey had 
wrecked Darwin on Christmas Eve 1974 and 
the NT side had to pull out.

I played in three matches at that Pacific  
Cup. We had a narrow victory over WA  
(15–13), a more comprehensive win over 
Victoria (38–0) and the lost the final to  
NZ (38–13).

Later that year, the Kumuls played their first 
Test match. It was against Great Britain, who 
won 40–12. But I was out, having suffered 
a neck injury in the first club match after the 
Pacific Cup. Paga had played Hanuabada 
Hawks and I ended up in the Port Moresby 
General Hospital.

The following year, 1976, I made the Kumuls 
again but not for a Test match. Our only match 
was against a team from country NSW. The 
players in the Kumuls squad elected me 
captain and we won.

By then, I was married to my wife, Pauline, a 
radio broadcaster from Manus, and I found out 
after the match that my brother-in law, Pana 
Ranu, had to restrain Pauline’s father when 
two of the NSW forwards tackled me rather 
savagely.

Then, as now, rugby league is PNG’s national 
sport.

Like many people in PNG, I was barracking 
for the Kumuls when they played against the 
Fiji Bati on the Gold Coast in the rugby league 
international fixture weekend earlier this year. 
When Fiji won 22–10 there was anguish on 
social media sites in PNG. “We used to be  
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Getting around 
Grab a stored-value Octopus card (octopus.com.hk) for the 
comprehensive bus, ferry, tram and train network at any MTR 
subway station (mtr.com.hk). Rides on the delightfully old-
fashioned tram (hktramways.com) from Central to Wanchai, 
and the Star Ferry (starferry.com.hk) across the harbour from 
Central to Tsim Sha Tsui, are bargain-basement Hong Kong 
highlights.

Sights 
Incense-smoky Man Mo Temple (126 Hollywood Road, 
Sheung Wan) is Hong Kong’s oldest and most important 
temple. Hollywood Road has a strip of Chinese antique stores 
with superb collections of jade, rosewood furniture and 
porcelain.

The Peak (thepeak.com.hk) provides famous views, but 
many visitors overlook one of the world’s most spectacular 
urban walks nearby, which takes you beneath giant palms and 
bamboo around Victoria Peak via Harlech and Lugard roads.

Hong Kong Museum of History (100 Chatham Road, Tsim 
Sha Tsui East; hk.history.museum) chronicles the city’s history 
through movie screenings and recreations of a fishing junk, 
herbal medicine shop and old streets.

trAveller our reGion

city guide: 

Hong Kong
Brian Johnston discovers a world of Michelin-star dumplings,  
smoky temples and bustling markets.

T
he sky-scraping, pulsating city of Hong Kong lies 
embedded in a magnificent harbour, providing 
a spectacular setting. Experience some of the 
world’s best accommodation, shopping and dining, 

soak up the sights and glittering night skyline, and explore 
traditional Chinese culture, alive and well in this most 
contemporary of cities. In exhilarating contrast to the 
elbow-to-elbow energy of Central and Kowloon, Hong 
Kong also has offshore islands, parks and temples that 
reveal a quieter, more contemplative side  
to its character. 
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The bright lights 
… Hong Kong 
viewed from The 
Peak; tai chi gets 
the locals moving; 
the Star Ferry 
(opposite page).

Hong Kong

POPULATION: 7.1 million

CURRENCY: Hong Kong dollar; 1 HK dollar = 0.3 kina

TAxI FARE FROM AIRPORT:  

Central HK$295, Tsim Sha Tsui HK$240

INTERNATIONAL DIALLING CODE: 852

LANGUAGE: Cantonese, with Mandarin and  

English widely understood.

POWER: Three-pronged, square UK-style plug; 220 volts AC.
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Business Advantage International is a publishing and 

communications business founded in Melbourne in 2005.

Over the past decade, it has published a wide variety of 

publications throughout the Pacific Islands and the wider Asia-

Pacific region.

Today, its main focus is Papua New Guinea, where it has produced 

PNG’s most respected business publication (Business Advantage 

Papua New Guinea) for the past eight years.

It launched PNG’s first online business magazine 

(businessadvantagepng.com) in early 2013, co-hosts the PNG 

Advantage international investment summit and undertakes 

custom publishing, marketing and corporate communications 

projects for some of PNG’s leading firms.

about Business  
advantage international
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STRICTLY BUSINESS BANKING

B
ank of South Pacific’s (BSP) regional 
expansion has taken a significant step 
forward with the acquisition of several 
Westpac operations in the Pacific.

BSP has agreed to buy Westpac’s banking 
operations in Samoa, Cook Islands, Solomon 
Islands, Vanuatu and Tonga for $A125 million. 

BSP already operates in the Solomon 
Islands and Fiji, in addition to its main PNG 

BSP expands further  
into the Pacific
Recent acquisitions from Westpac have given the PNG-based Bank of South 
Pacific the platform to move into new countries, reports Kevin McQuillan.

business. It has a history of growing through 
acquisition, having bought Habib Bank’s Fiji 
assets in 2006, the National Bank of Solomon 
Islands in 2007, and National Bank of Fiji and 
Colonial Fiji Life Insurance Limited in 2009.

“It is a regional strategy. We have and will 
continue to have a strong presence in the 

region for a very long time,” BSP chairman, 
Kostas Constantinou, says.

Westpac says its commitment to PNG 
remains unchanged despite the agreement  
to offload several of its Pacific operations.

PNG’s first bank, Westpac also plans to 
maintain operations in Fiji, where for 113 
years it has been the country’s longest-
serving institution.

HQ ...  the Bank of South 
Pacific’s Port Moresby 
office.

120 Paradise – Air Niugini’s in-flight magazine

sTriCTLY BUsiness 
from www.businessadvantagepng.com

I
n 1932, the Bulolo Gold Dredging Company 
airlifted a 110-tonne dredge piece by piece 
from the port city of Lae to the Bulolo  
River Valley. 

The largest single part, the main tumbler 
shaft, was four-metres long and weighed 
more than three tonnes.  
The operation pioneered large-scale air 
transport in PNG. 

It also turned Bulolo, a tributary of the 
Markham River in Morobe Province, about 
30 kilometres northwest of Wau, into the 
epicentre of gold production in the former 
Territory of New Guinea. 

After the installation of seven other dredges 
flown in from Lae during the 1930s, gold 
production in Bulolo reached a peak of 8.5 
tonnes in 1942. Production was interrupted 
during World War 2, when the Allies strafed 
Bulolo to prevent its infrastructure falling  
into Japanese hands under the scorched-
earth policy.

Dredging resumed in 1946, with another  
47 tonnes of gold removed from the river 
until reserves petered out in 1965. When 
the dredges went silent in Bulolo, the timber 
industry took its place.

But unlike the controversial deforestation 
practices the World Wildlife Fund blames for 
the loss of biodiversity across some parts 
of PNG, Bulolo harvests hoop and klinki pine 
from a 100,000-hectare plantation that was 
seeded by the Gold Dredging Company in  
the 1930s to provide timber to build houses 
for its workers. 

“I’ve seen deforestation in parts of the 
country and I am not an advocate of that. Our 
timber supplies are 100 per cent sustainable,” 
says Ian Cobb, the Australian-born general 
manager of PNG Forest Products in Bulolo. 

PNG Forest Products’ operations in Bulolo are 
not only sustainable but self-sufficient as well.

During a recent tour of the mill with 
purchasing and logistics manager Kevin Fauth, 

Paradise was shown in-house workshops 
for signwriting, auto mechanics, plumbing, 
overhead power lines, carpentry, research and 
development, engineering and more. 

after the gold rush
Ian Neubauer visits Bulolo, 
an old gold-mining town that 
has re-invented itself with a 
sustainable timber industry.

Further value is added 
at the factory floor, 

where carpenters, joiners 
and furniture makers 

manufacture everything 
from school desks, to 
coffins, bed frames,  

flat-pack kitchens, doors 
and kit homes.

On a roll ... the timber industry has given new purpose to Bulolo. 
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let the 
games 
begin
Two high-profile athletes will be inspiring 
hopefuls at the national PNG Games, 
Ben Creagh reports.

P
apua New Guinea’s trailblazing sprinter, Toea Wisil, and Australian 
rugby league great, Scott Prince, are all set for the BSP PNG Games.

They will be BSP ambassadors for the two-week event that will 
take place in Lae, the capital of Morobe Province, from November 

16–29.
The Games are expected to attract over 8000 sports people from 22 

provinces to participate in 28 sports, including athletics, swimming, 
rugby league, weightlifting and hockey.

The biennial Games were started by the PNG Sports Foundation 
in 2003, with the aim to promote and develop national unity and 
provincial pride through participation in sport. 

It was at those inaugural Games where Wisil excelled and took 
a major step towards launching an international career that now 
includes a Commonwealth Games final and an Australian sprint 
title.

Born in Banz, Western Highlands, Wisil has become a sprinter of 
genuine international standard since her talent was uncovered, 
holding national records in the 200 metres and 400 metres.

Prince, who retired from rugby league after an illustrious 
15-year career during which he represented Australia and 
Queensland in state of origin, can relate to the humble beginnings 
of Wisil’s career, having risen to the pinnac le of his sport after 
growing up in a remote area of Australia.

“I can understand growing up in a small place like Mt Isa in 
north-west Queensland that opportunities like the PNG Games 
can be few and far between,” Prince says.

“This event is a great platform for all athletes to show their talent, 
skill and passion in their chosen field.”

PNG’s passion for rugby league, traditionally recognised as the 
country’s national sport, will no doubt make Prince a popular attraction at 
the Games. He is eager to share his own experiences with participants 
of all sports, and hopefully in the process inspire teams and athletes to 
achieve their best results.

“I had a close association with the people of PNG during my career and 
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TOKYO

T
he Michelin men and women have decreed Tokyo the gourmet 
capital of the world. Luckily for us, quality is the by-word for food 
everywhere in Tokyo, including the food on the streets.

Across Tokyo, yakitori–grilled skewers of meat and vegetables 
– is a star attraction, especially in Yakatori Alley under Yurakucho 
station. Okonomiyaki, a savoury cabbage-based pancake, is another 
Tokyo fast-food favourite. Diners sit up at benches and dictate to chef 
what goes into their okonomiyaki as it is cooked in front of them. 

One dish, ramen, a steaming hot soup with up to 40 ingredients in the 
broth, is so revered in Tokyo that it has its own museum. The Shin-
Yokohama Raumen Museum has nine ramen shops in a streetscape 
that replicates life in 1958, the year the world’s first instant ramen was 
invented. 

MORE INFORMATION jnto.org.au; gotokyo.org/en

HONG KONG

H
ong Kong is obsessed with food – 24/7, 365 days a year. Every 
street has countless options to sate your hunger. 

The Chinese took thousands of years to develop their multi-
layered cuisine but the Hong Kongers perfected it. Take congee, 

for instance. In the hands of the chefs of Hong Kong, this humble 
breakfast of rice porridge is transformed into a gourmet delight. Think 
congee with roast goose, crispy chicken, oysters and much more. 

There should be a law prohibiting anyone leaving Hong Kong without 
trying dumplings. The same goes for the noodles made here. Fish balls 
are another speciality – so too, is milk tea and egg tarts. 

Start your Hong Kong food adventure in SoHo, at the mid-level 
elevators on Central. The stalls, stores and restaurants at Stanley 
Market and Lamma Island are both worth the trip for waterfront  
eating.  ➤ 

MORE INFORMATION discoverhongkong.com

living food
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