




No. 37 Sept - Nov 1982 

Paradise is published by Air 
Niugini's Publications Department, 
PO Box 7186, Boroko, Papua New 
Guinea (telephone 27 3542; telex 
NE22225). Printed in Hong Kong 
by Progressive Printing Agency. 

Managing Ediwr - Tom Cooke 
Ediwr - Bob Talbot 
Design - John Devereux 
An - John Tau 
Typesetting - Kath Williams 
Advertising - Margaret Bates 

Advertising 
Papua New Guinea - Publications 
Department, Air Niugini, 
PO Box 7186, Boroko 
Australia - Murray Publishers 
Pty Ltd, 152-154 Clarence 
Street, Sydney, NSW 2000 
(telephone (02) 268 981 l) 
Hongkong - Progressive Advertising 
Agency, 11 Kam Ping Street, Kam 
Ming Yuen, Rm C, 2nd Fl., North 
Point (telephone 5-630145-6; 
telex HX65474PPAAE) 
Japan - Universal Media 
Corporation, GPO Box 46, Tokyo 
(telephone 666-3036; cables 
'Unimedia' Tokyo) 
United Kingdom - Intergroup 
Communications Inc., 31 Lyncroft 
Avenue, Pinner, Middlesex 
(telephone 01-868 9289; cables 
Pacom Pinner) 

Subscriptions 
Annual subscription rates for six 
airrr:ail issues are: 
USA, Europe, UK and Africa 

Kina 23 ($US35) 
Australia, New Zealand, Asia and 

South Pacific Kl 9 ($US29) 
Papua New Guinea Kl3 

Payment by international bank 
. draft, please. 

Please address all correspondence 
to Paradise, PO Box 7186, 
Boroko, Papua New Guinea. 

_fa. 
'\;;II 

Member 

•lb 
~:~~ 
IATA 

Quality in Air Transport 

Welcome aboard 

At this moment a new chapter in the history of the development of Papua New Guinea is 
being written in the rugged Star Mountains, just eighteen kilometres from the 
Indonesian border. In the next three decades over 410 million tons of gold and copper will 
be extracted in an operation now simply known as "Ok Tedi". It is a project that will 
produce continuing benefits for all P ineans, but not without huge effort. 

Over 10,000 mm of rain is d annually, mud is sometimes a metre 
thick and helicopters are o .. ,,_,·"~-"-'·"· for ten days at a time because of zero 
visibility. 

It's challen • 
challe11-ge of 
Dash7 

the Bechtel Corporation meet the 
with our revolutionary De Havilland 

special feature article in this issue of 

any challenges :will have to be met in the 
erational. Air Niugini stands ready to help 

al national resource. 
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The Classic Flighter Delux Ballpen 

The 50 Brown Epoxy Ballpen 

The Arrow Gold Ballpen 

Add weight to your words with a pen from Parker. Fine writing 
instruments that spell out your own special style. 

Or the style of someone special. The choice is yours from a wide 
range of pens to suit all pockets. Parker. The world's most wanted pen. 

Trade enquiries to Parker Pen (Australia) Pty. Ltd., 159 Cleveland 

Street, Chippendale, N.S.W 2088. Telephone: Sydney ,...t___ DARKER 
(02) 6994405, Telex: SYDNEY PPENSY 22026. '-t' r r\ ,.... 
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A chance vlsit to Papua New Guinea by Q nott-h• 
bound freighter- shortly after the turn of the 
century began an export trade which is now the 
cornerstone of the country's economy. Records 
show that in 1908 a freighter of the British Bank 
Line.group left Australia boundfor North Am.er• 
ica with vacant space in its hold. It called in to 
Papua New Guinea to pick up bagged copra to 
utilise the unused space. Over the years the ex
ports increased. In the early fifties the cocoa, 
coffee and tea plantations in the Highlands began 0 .... 

' . 
. . 

to bear fruit and these commodities began, to ap
pear regularly on the manifests. of northbound 
Bank Line·vessels. For eight decades the Bank 
Line has served the export industries of Papua 
New Guinea and other. countries in the South 
Pacific basin. To get an understanding of this 
trade John Devereux joined· the m.v .. ·Corqoank 
fqr a trip ar.ou~U_t!ie., l'aJ!ua,: New~ Gu'inea c9ast. 

. . 

HE idea of a south Pac· • . :fhe officers aboard the ship_ 
: ·ificcruiseaboardacar o 'dine in.stately elegance. The : 
·, vessel may' not_ be ey tables .ar~ se_t imm~t~lately w_ith 

of tea-. • The ;m lery and crockery emboss 
rabank was_ s·p~c· h the Bank Line embleµi·. 

·e portr?it of the·QJeen s. 
• • own fr.orn"'an adjacent w 
? nus· change d;aily. Tb.e~e 

. -obvious .eastern infl • 
pa city •c6f J 6;000, tons, . . . ich_ P,tobably\derived 
h9fds ~nd speciallydesigm~d ! the Bangladeshi chef· : 

. ks ,for liquid cargo. The i111°. •• : .The B""ank :Cine prid·es it 
port -trade. to .Papua ),Jew Gui> • on the care it ,takes of its cargo 

'ne(is larg~ly E:ontainer foad.s of. es. As .the loading •• operatio 
n1anu_factured goods, an~ the ., c9ntin-qes • at the dockside at 
: exporr trade consists maj_nly oL· . Kim be in ,West New. Britain 
btilk _commodities - palm oil, 'Province the ship's mate closely • 
kernels, cocoa, copra .• Special • supervises the stevedores to en- • 
refrigerated containers are used sure the cargo stays dry. It is thi~ 
for the export of frozen fish sort of attention to detail that 
and shellfish. I was welcomed • has earned the Line a fine rep• 
aboard the ship and immediate· utation with all .South Pacific' 
ly shown to my quarters ... the traders. 
ship's hospital situated aft. The Chief engineer explains 

Any apprehension I had that it takes several hours of 
about the coming voyage was p,reparation to get the main en
dispelled ~s the food arrived at gine ready to set sail. The fuel 
the Captain's table for lunch. oil has to be heated by pumping 

. :... 

' I • '-_ ' ~ 
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Above: Corabank at dockside 
in Kimbe; below: the Cedarbank, 

one of the first ships to serve 
PNG in the 1920's 



hot oil through it. During the 
final five minute before start 
up the inje tor are heated and 
primed. 

As the last batch of palm 
kernels di appear into the for
ward hold, the engine room i 
a hive of activity as the offic
ers and crew wait for an order 
from the bridge to tan engines. 
' Dead low A tern' . 

As the huge mooring lines 
are taken on board, the ship 
shudders slightly and begin 
moving backwards away from 
the wharf. inety minutes later 
after a series of precision man
oeuvres which took the ship in 
and out of the reefs which fringe 
the port, Kimbe was on the 
horizon. 

The ship has a precise sched
ule. The Captain knows exactly 

Left: oil palm trees and fruit prior to 
processing; below: view from the 
bridge of the m. v. Corabank as she 
sails into Rabaul at dawn 

when the Cora bank will arrive at 
each port and what cargo will be 
loaded. On arrival at Kieta, on 
the island ofBougainville in the 
North Solomons Province, the 
main cargo was copra. Loading 
began immediately. 

On the island ofBougainville 
a superb winding road takes you 
from the port up into the mount
ains to the huge Bougainville 
Copper mine. The mine prod
uces a large percentage of the 
world's copper supply. Work on 
the mine goes on non-stop. So 
does the loading operation at 
the wharf. Throughout the aft
ernoon and night and into the 
next day the dockworkers shov
el thousands of tons of cocoa 

d copra into the holds ... co
,'a into the forward hold, copra 

; ft. By evening the loading , I 



operation is completed and a 
bulldozer is hoisted aboard to 
push the copra into the furthest 
extremeties of the hold. 

At 2030 hours, my watch 
tells me it's 8.30 p.m., the Cap
tain gives the order to cast off. 
A day and a night later the Cora
bank edges its way into Honiara, 
capital of the Solomon Islands. 
During this stop we will take 
on bulk palm oil from the huge 
tanks at the wharfside. This 
cargo will ultimately find its 
way into millions of bars of soap 
in England and Europe. 

The Solomon Islands saw 
heavy fighting during the Sec
ond World War and today 
evidence of the fighting still 
exists at Honiara. The crystal 
clear, warm water just off the 
coast is home to a myriad of 



Right: loading cocoa at Rabaul: 
below: stowing cocoa sacks into the 

aN hold: left: Fred Kano displays 
his wartime relics 

wrecks and relics which can 
be explored by snorkellers and 
divers. 

For the less adventurous, me 
among them, an enterprising 
local character, Fred Kano, has 
established an open air museum 

in Honiara. Fred kept us en
thralled for almost an hour with 
his anecdotes of the wartime 
years. Fred Kano's stories of 
those wartime seat-of-the-pants 
flier contrasts strongly against 
a scientific demonstration given 
by the First Mate on the bridge 
of the Corabank. He shows us 
the sophisticated NA VSA T sat• 
ellite navigation system which 
calculates the ship's exact posi
tion, bearing, speed, heading 
and estimated time of arrival at 
the next port, all with extreme 
accuracy. 

A VSA T tells us that we 
are due into Rabaul at 5.44 a.m. 
on Sunday morning. The Rab-

au! Harbour Pilot meets us and 
guides us through the volcano· 
ringed harbour to dock just one 
hour later. Almost instantly 
work begins unloading contain-

ers and loading more cocoa into 
the holds. 

Rabaul also was the scene of 
heavy fighting during the war. 
At the height o( the conflict 

Below: The m.v. Corabank featured 
on a Solomon Islands stamp issued 
in 1980; bottom: m. v. Corabank 
in Honiara 

hundreds of thousands of Jap· 
anese soldiers were dug-in 
around Rabaul. Reminders of 
the conflict still exist today at 
the bottom of the harbour and 
in the hills around it. Intrepid 
explorers are still finding tun· 
nels dug in and around the area 
by the Japanese soldiers. Even 
today a search is still going on 
for a huge underground Japan· 
ese hospital which has remained 
undiscovered under Rabaul 
since the end of the war. 

As the hatch covers are 
screwed down aboard the Cora· 
bank the Captain prepares to set 
sail for the Papua New Guinea 
city of Lae and then to Port 
Moresby, Darwin, Singapore, 
Suez, Rotterdam and Hull. 

On the Air Niugini flight 
from Rabaul to Port Moresby 
I reflect on the activities of the 
Bank Line in Papua New Gui· 
nea. There's no doubt that it 
has played an important role in 
the development of the country 
but from my personal viewpoint 
it was an interesting way to see 
a little of the country. - John 
Devereux is a graphic artist 
on the Paradise team m Port 
Moresby 



WHY HANDLING YOUR CORPORATE 
INSURANCE IS RATHER LIKE 
WINNING AT WIMBLEDON 

Winning the big one at Wimbledon demands 
fierce concentration.You must anticipate every 
possibility Move immediately to counter it. Pounce 
on opportunities. Or think ahead to create them, if 
none occurs. 

In short, you must be totally aware of the 
situation, and react instantly to every development -
which is exactly what we at Bain Dawes do, when we 
handle your corporate insurance.We keep so closely 
in touch with you that we become virtually an 
extension of your organisation. 

When we've arranged your corporate cover -
no matter how detailed and creative a task that may 
be -our work has only just begun. 

If you want an insurance broker who'll handle 
your business with the concentrated alertness of a 
top star at Wimbledon, call Bain Dawes today 

These days, you can't afford to lose a point. 

BainDawes 
International Insurance Brokers 
and Ri,sk Management Advi,sers 
Hunter Street, Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea. Phone 21 l 277. 
Savloan Haus. Second Street, Lae, Papua New Guinea. Phone 421835. 
22 Atchison Street, St. Leonards, NSW 2065, Australia. Phone 439 6744. 

And at Melbourne, Brisbane, Adelaide, Perth, Darwin, Hong Kong, 
Tokyo, London, Paris and other offices throughout Asia, New Zealand, 

orth America, the United Kingdom, Europe and South America. 
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Fletcher 
Assisting in the 

hallenge Limited 
owth of Pacific Nations.· 

You'll find us working side by side with the 
peoples of Fiji, Western Samoa, Papua New 
Guinea, The Solomons, Philippines, Guam, 
New Caledonia, Nauru, Tonga, Australia and, 
naturally enough our own country, New 
Zealand. 
We're involved in the development, design 
and construction of office blocks, hospitals, 
houses, factories, bridges and prefabricated 
buildings. 

We supply steel and pipe to industry for 
machinery, construction and manufacturing. 
We make and supply galvanised and bright 
wires for fencing and fabricating industries; 
particle board and doors for construction and 
manufacturing industries; Duroid, Duralfoil 
and Unifoil for the building and construction 
industries. 
We're dedicated and involved in helping to 
build a strong Pacific Community. 

Your Pacific Partners. 
FLETCHER 

CONSTRUCTION I FLETCHER 
STEEL I FLETCHER I FLETCHER 

DUROID WOOD PANELS I N.Z. WIRE 
INDUSTRIES 

If you'd like our assistance or require more details contact: 

Export Division: Mr Ron Mair 
P.O. Box 303, Auckland, New Zealand. Telephone: 592-869 

Telex NZ21032, Auckland, New Zealand. 

Mr Owen Walker .Regional Manager 
Fletcher/Morobe Construction Pty. Ltd. 

Papua New Guinea 
P.O. Box 848 Port Moresby. Telephone: 253.144 Telex: NE22159 
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By Susuve Laumaea 

Politics in PNG is sometimes 
serious (above) and sometimes 

light-hearted (right) 

T
HE Papua New Guinea 
election campaign just 
concluded revealed that 

one of the world's youngest 
democracies has imposed its 
own cultures and traditions on 
the Westminster system. 

For those new to Papua New 
Guinea, all political events ap
pear to take on a mixture of 
theatre and the serious matters 
of state. 

The enthusiasm with which 
Papua New Guineans throw 
themselves into politics at elec
tion time belies the fact that such 
events are comparatively new. 
The foundations of the present 
political system were laid as re
cently as 1961, with the setting 
up of the Legislative Council. 

11 



This was a wholly colonial en
tity charged with the task of 
administering the country. 

As a result of a decision by 
the Legislative Council the first 
House of Assembly came into 
being in 1964, following Pap
ua New Guinea's first major 
election. Papua New Guinea at
tained self government in 1973 
and Independence in 1975. 

A reasonable understanding 
of the intricacies of Papua New 
Guinea politics and elections 
requires knowledge of the pol
itical history of the country. The 
country's legislators, who rep
resent its three million people 
are elected by popular vote. 
There are several registered pol
itical parties, the major ones 
being Pangu Pati, People's Pro
gress Party, National Party, 
Melanesian Alliance, United 
Party and Papua Besena. Parlia
ment's 109 members from 19 
provinces mainly belong to one 
of the major parties. However 
there are a handful who remain 
independent. Most political 

parties relate directly to particu
lar geographic regions and no 
party has won a clear majority 
before or since independence. 

This year more than 1100 
political hopefuls contested the 
election. Such is the enthusiasm 
for politics that dozens of seats 
are each contested by five or six 
candidates, who all claim to rep
resent one party. In some cases 
the major parties endorse more 
than one candidate in a particu
lar seat. Commenting on the 
hot competition in the election 
the Deputy Prime Minister, 
Mr Iambakey Okuk, who ulti
mately lost his Highlands seat, 
says, "It'll be hard, but it's al
ways hard in the Highlands. 
Everybody here competes for 
everything, against everybody, 
and that's the way it should 
be", he says. 

The political hopefuls carry 
their campaigns right to the 
grass roots levels. An upturned 
fruit box in a village market
place is as useful for addressing 
constituents as a microphone 

and podium in a modern hotel. 
There's hardly a person not 

participating in the campaigns 
in some way. Bumper stickers, 
t-shirts, loud hailers, posters 
and the mass media form a 
constant montage of political 
messages. In most cases the man 
is the message with the issues 
largely disregarded. 

Many candidates have spent 
tens of thousands of kinas in a 
bid to convince constituents 
that they are right for the job. 
Like politicians in every corner 
of the world they are making a 
blatant grab for office and the 
power and responsibility that 
goes with it. However, what
ever perspective one gets of 
Papua New Guinea politics, its 
unique character, its vibrancy, 
its excitement and widespread 
paruc1pation confirms that 
democracy and the electoral 
process is very much alive and 
well in Papua New Guinea. -
Susuve Laumaea is a senior 
journalist with the National 
Broadcasting Commission 



Anti-clockwise from top left: 
electioneering PNG style at Kundiawa; 
women play a big part in politics; Media 
Minister, Mr Clement Poe, with Mrs Karina 
Okuk, the wife of former Deputy Prime 
Minister at a rally in Chimbu Province; 
election pleas outside Port Moresby polling 
booth; casting a vote; police stand by at 
polling booths to dampen boistrous 
enthusiasm; National Party supporters 
campaign for Mr Okuk at Kundiawa; Prime 
Minister Somare at the central tally room; 
a vote for one of the 1100 candidates; 
a dab of indellible paint says "I've voted" 
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• Mazda 323 Is called "Familia" in Japan,. "GLC" in North America. 

IN JAPAN, Mazda 323 captures Japanese 
Car of the Year 1980-81 honors. 
IN EUROPE, Mazda 323 places 4th 
in European Car of the Year competition. 
IN AMERICA, over 25,000 Car and Driver 
readers vote Mazda 323 most 
significant new import of 1981. 

I I I I 

Just look at those facts. But they don't 
surprise us - we made the 323 and 
we know just how much we put into it. 
We know it's the world's finest small car 
The 323's fuel efficiency is second only 
to its engine performance. Its all new 
4-wheel independent suspension system, 
refined rack and pinion steering and 
smooth, positive gear linkages assure 
superb handling. And comfort! There's 
luxurious space back and front making 

long-distance driving a pleasure, even 
with three passengers. Our aim was 
to create a car with more economy, 
performance, comfort and value than 
any other on the market. Judging from 
the praise they're showering on us, 
it seems we have succeeded. 

rno •• , •• --~"~'"'" ~""" ~ ... ~o&J 722821 Madang 822659 Kieta951301 Aabaul921311 tO' 





It would seem that because ofi 



The new Talair bus service to the Gulf 
means you can turn up, pay and fly all 
stops between Port Moresby and 
Baimuru, daily from Monday to 
Saturday. Enquire about our 
commuter services through-
out the country. 

TALAIR 
In our 30th year of flying Niugini 

TalairPty Ltd (Head Office) PO Box 108 Goroka. Telephone: 721355. Telex: NE 72519 
ANG/T002 



WINNERS ARE NEVER LOST 
WHEREVER THEY GO. 

There are some parts of 
Asia, where, without local 
knowledge you could literally 
drive yourself around in circles. 

At Hertz, we make sure 
you' re never in this losing 
situation. After all, once we've 
gone out of our way to win you, 
we don't intend to lose you. 

Throughout Asia, you 
not only have the choice of 
selected cars, in most places 
you have the choice of a driver, 
too. Whilst he may not always wear a peaked cap and gloves, he'll always get you where you 
want to go in the most efficient way possible. His local knowledge will keep you on the 
winning road. And with a valid Hertz Credit Card or a Hertz No.1 Club Card no one can get 

you into a luxury airconditioned 
car, (complete with driver), 
faster than we can. A Hertz 
Credit Card gives you instant 
rent-a-car credit at any of 
our world-wide locations. 

Hertz No. 1 Club facilities 
are available in Australia, 
Canada, Europe, Japan, 
New Zealand, U.S.A. There's 
no faster way to rent a car. 

So if you want to get around 
without getting lost, do what 
winners do. Take a Hertz driver. 

AQpfl now and go Qlaces fast. Membership for both the Hertz Credit Card and Hertz 
No. 1 Club Card is free. For an application, contact your nearest Hertz office, or write to: 
Ken Patteson, Vice President and General Manager, Hertz Asia Pacific Pte. Ltd., Regional 
Office, Maxwell Rd. PO. Box 
286, Singapore. 9005. 
American Samoa. Australia. Fiji. Guam. Hawaii. 
Hong Kong. India. Indonesia. Japan. Malaysia. 
Nepal. New Caledonia. 
New Zealand. Norfolk Island. 
Papua New Guinea. 
Philippines. Saipan. Singapore. Har#-, 
Sri Lanka. Tahiti. Thailand. I UA 
Vanuatu. 

WINNERS LOVE HERTZ. 
H rtz rents Fords and other fine cars. 

call/llZIO 0 
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JUST 18 kilometres from the 
Indonesian Border in the 
remote Star Mountains of 

Papua New Guinea is a scarred 
and sparsely vegetated mount
ain - its name is Fubilan and 
beneath its rough exterior, lies 
such vast quantities of gold and 
copper it will take almost 30 
years to mine. 

Over 410 million tonnes of 
gold and copper bearing ores 
will be extracted in an opera
tion now known simply as "OK 
TEDI". 

It is a project which many 
Papua New Guineans hope will 
catapault this young nation back 
to the boom days of Bougain
ville Copper, bumper coffee 
crops, and big profit copra 
markets. Ok Tedi, (named after 
the nearby river of the same 
name) is awe-inspiring in size, 
its logistics mind boggling and 
the terrain totally unforgiving. 
Over 10,000 mm of rain is 
dumped annually on the project 

area, mud is sometimes a metre 
or more thick on the 'roads' and 
and there have been occasions 
when helicopters could not get 
off the ground for ten days be
cause of low cloud that cuts 
vision down to less than a car's 
length. 

This then is Ok Tedi, a pro
ject which reads like a "B" 
grade movie plot and has an in
ternational cast which rivals 
Ben Hur. 

The mine is 800 kilometres 
by air from the National Cap-

ital, Port Moresby, and from the 
summit of Mt Fubilan, Indon
esia's snow capped peaks are 
clearly visible across a border 
which is just eight minutes away 
by helicopter. 

There is no way to Fubilan 
except by foot or helicopter, the 
latter running shuttle services 
for workers from the nearby 
construction camp at Tabubil. 
Built on a plateau which was 
once the traditional fighting 
ground for opposing village 
groups, Tabubil is now home to 
over 1000 workers and a hand
ful of families. The camp was 



originally built by the Kenne
con Copper Corporation, which 
discovered Ok Tedi's vast min
eral wealth, back in 1969. When 
that company withdrew from 
the project in 1975 the Govern
ment took the matter into its 
own hands, formed the Ok Tedi 
Development company and 
sought overseas partners to fully 
investigate the feasibility of a 
mining operation at Ok Tedi. 

It didn't have to look far. 
Australian mining giant, The 
Broken Hill Pty Co. Ltd (BHP) 
soon made its willingness to 

participate known and became 
the managing partner in a 
consortium which includes 
American and West German 
interests. 

The feasibility study took 
31 months to complete and 
cost the consortium K 11.1 mil
lion. In summary it found that, 
yes, there were substantial 
quantities of ore; yes, it was 
economically viable and, yes, 
there were companies willing to 
take on what has become one of 
the most challenging projects in 
the world today. 

In February, 1981, Ok Tedi 
Mining Limited was formed -
it was the company which 
would construct and mine Ok 
Tedi. The Papua New Guinea 
Government took a 20 per cent 
shareholding in Ok Tedi Min
ing Limited and together with 
its Australian, American and 
West German partners, quickly 
got down to the task ahead. Part
ners BHP, the American Amoco 
Minerals Papua New Guinea 
Company and a group of West 
German companies, and the 
State soon provide a hard core 



of expertise which now forms 
part of the management nucleus 
of OTML. Bechtel-MKI, was 
appointed prime contractor 
for the project's construction 
phase. 

The San Francisco based 
Corporation and the Idaho, 
USA based Morrison Knudsen 
International pooled their re
sources for the "tough one". 
Both companies have separately 
and jointly participated in some 
of the world's most ambitious 
construction exercises. 

Work began in October. Us-

ing the Fly River port ofKiunga 
as the spring board, supplies and 
workers soon began to stream 
in on the way to what is referred 
to as the "pot of gold". As no 
road existed between Kiunga 
and Tabubil all supplies were 
flown in. The feasibility study 
called for a road to be built, so 
that when copper production 
begins in 1986, the concentrate 
can be transported by road to 
the Fly River at Kiunga. The 
breakthrough on the road came 
on March 29, 1982 when the 
first convoy of trucks was 



pushed, pulled and winched 
through kilometre-long stretch
es of metre deep mud to reach 
Tabubil. 

The townships of Kiunga 
Tabubil have grown rapidly. 
Kiunga, once a sleepy govern
ment outstation, has grown to a 
township of over 3000 people, 
over half of whom work on the 
Ok Tedi Project. Tabubil is 
home to over 1000 people, most
ly single men, who work ten 
hours a day, six days a week for 
16 weeks before any break. 

The first gold is scheduled to 
come from Fubilan on May 18, 
1984 when the first construc
tion stage ends. 

Once copper mining begins 
in 1986 the ore will be mined 
at Mt Fubilan, trucked to the 
nearby crushing mills and then 
slurried by pipeline to Tabubil 
qefore being trucked some 13 5 
kilometres to the Fly River port 
ofKiunga. From Kiunga it will 
be taken by barge 850 kilo
metres down the Fly River to 
the ocean port. From there it 
will be shipped on bulk concen
trate carriers to markets around 
the world. 

The Ok Tedi project has a 
three stage mining plan span
ning 27 years based on current 
mineable ore reserves. All min
ing will be by the open-cut 
method, similar to that used at 
Bougainville Copper's Panguna 
mine. The first stage, starting 
in 1 984 and lasting two years, is 
the mining and processing of 
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gold bearing ore at the rate of 
5 .4 7 million tonnes a year. The 
second stage, beginning in 
1986, sees both gold and cop
per bearing ores mined, at the 
rate of 13.68 million tonnes per 
year. 'rhe third stage, beginning 
in 1989, will see copper mining 
only at the rate of 16.4 million 
tonnes a year. 

The project calls for the 
building of over 200 kilometres 
of pipelines, 170 kilometres of 
roads, an airport at Tabubil, and 
shipping facilities at Kiunga 
and the ocean port site. It 
represents one of the biggest 
construction operations of its 
type in the world. Apart from 
the mine site itself, whole new 
towns and facilities are being 
developed. 

At Tabubil Ok Tedi Mining 
is responsible for laying out 
the town, building of houses, 

Below: torrential rain turns Kiunga 
airport into a quagmire; below left: 

new recruits wait for allocation of 
"donga" or single-men's quarters; 

bottom: everpresent cloud provides 
the backdrop to construction 

at Tabubil 

schools and health centres. At 
Kiunga work has begun on the 
wharf and industrial area. More 
than 360 housing units will be 
built at Tabubil before opera
tions begin in 1984. In addition 
the Ok Menga dam is being built 
to provide hydro-generating 
facility to power the mine opera
tion and town ofTabubil. The 
ultimate operating capacity of 
Ok Menga is 50 mega-watts. 

Tabubil will eventually be 
home to 6000 people and the 
riverside port of Kiunga will 
grow to a town of 4000 by 1984. 
During the construction stage 
up to 1984, employment could 
reach 3500 but when the mine 
is in full production employ
ment is likely to be around 2000. 
At present 80% of the work
force are Papua New Guineans 

turn to page 24 



Building a Legend 
THE Californian-based 

engineering and con
struction firm which 

has been awarded the contract 
to develop the mine at Ok Tedi 
is one of the tru anomalies of 
American business . 

. The Bechtel Corporation is 
a globe-trotting giant that op
erates throughout the United 

,. States and in twenty foreign 
countries. At the same time 
the company, in many ways, is 
so quiet and unobtrusive that 
many people have never heard 
of it. 

The company, however, 
was thrust into the world spot
light earlier this year when its 
Chief Executive, George 
Schultz, was appointed U.S. 
Secretary of State after the 
shock resignation of Alexand
er Haig. 

The privately-owned and 
operated group based in San 
Francisco reportedly turned 
over US$ l l .4 billion in 1981. 
The Bechtel Corporation has 
done more to change the land
scape of the world than any 
other company this century. 
Among their engineering feats 
are the Hoover Dam, the 
San Francisco-Oakland Bay 
Bridge, the trans-Alaska pipe
line, the Mount Newman Iron 

Warren A. Bechtel 

ore project, the trans-Arabian 
pipeline and the Washington 
metro-subway system. Bechtel 
has an international reputa
tion for finishing jobs on time 
and under budget. 

The company began life as 
a one-man operation when a 
young German farmer, War
ren Bechtel, decided in 1989 
to hire himself out with his 
team of mules to help build 
a railway track through not
orious Indian country. The 
company established itself 
throughout the United States 
thirty-three years later in 1931 
by helping to lead the eight
company consortium that 
built the Hoover Dam. 

Warren Bechtel's son 

Stephen did well during 
World War II by building lib
erty ships for the United States 
Navy. Some of these ships 
were bolted together in under 
a week. Ironically many of 
them were sunk by the Japan
ese around the Papua New 
Guinean coast during the fur
ious days of 1943. At the war's 
end Bechtel expanded his 
company's work and moved 
into oil refineries and later nu
clear power stations. In 1960 
Bechtel handed control of the 
company over to his only son, 
Stephen Jr., who holds the 
title of Chairman and Chief 
Executive Officer. Since the 
departure of George Schultz to 
the White House he has also 
assumed the title of president. 

As the business has grown, 
the Bechtels have become one 
of the world's wealthiest fam
ilies. According to Time 
Magazine, Steve Snr. is said 
to be worth in excess of $750 
million and his son has a per
sonal fortune estimated at 
$200 million. 

The respective fortunes 
have been amassed in a little 
over eighty years by being the . 
biggest and the best project 
builders of the twentieth 
century. 
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Top: the Min people have lived in the mine area 
for thousands of years but only had their first 

contact with the outside world in 1963; above 
left: local village people; above right: student 
at Tabubil school; inset: feeding the computer 

with the remainder coming 
from Australia, USA, Philip
pines, Korea, New Zealand and 
Britain. 

The company has spent 
more than K 1 million on an 
Environmental Impact Study, 
completed in June this year. The 
study monitors river flow rates 
and water quality, the popula
tion and body chemistry of fish 
and other river life and the cult
ural and dietry habits of the 
area's indigenous population. 
This study is presently being 
reviewed by the Papua New 
Guinea government. Once as
sessment has been made to the 
possible effects a mining opera
tion will have, an on-going 
environmental management 

KIUNGA 

programme for construction 
and production phases of the 
project will be formulated. 
Areas covered by the study in
clude the Ok Tedi and Fly 
Rivers from the mine to the sea 
and the ocean port site. 

The rapid construction pro
gress is sometimes bewildering 
to the people in the mine area, 
who had their first contact with 
the outside world in 1963. It was 
then that a Government patrol 
first entered the cloud covered 
peaks of the Star Mountain 
range. Since then, with the dis
covery of gold and copper, the 
subsequent exploration and 
now construction, this remote 
area of the western province has 
been catapulted into the mod
ern world. 

Besides the obvious income 
to Government via additional 
profits tax, normal company tax
es, royalties and, of course, its 
own shareholding, the project 
will provide a range of direct and 
indirect business opportunities 
to local airlines, shipping com
panies, primary producers, and 
many others. 

After years of speculation 
and exploration Ok Tedi is now 
reality. In less than two years 
the first gold will come from Mt 
Fubilan. Before then over K560 
million will have been spent to 
get to the production stage and 
the project, at completion in 
1989, will have cost Ok Tedi 
Mining Limited in excess of 
Kl000 million. 

Hopefully, a small price for 
a giant "pot of gold". - Noel 
Browne, a former senior 
Australian journalist is now 
employed by Ok Tedi Mining 
Limited 



The complete freight handling service requires an organization 
encompassing a daunting assembly of expertise. Stevedoring, 
through cargo handling, ancillary shipping and packaging services, 
road haulage, specialised freight handling equipment, complete 
container facilities, cold storage, full vessel agency are but some of 
the essential services required. 

The Robert Laurie-Carpenters Group of Companies covers all 
these and more. In fact so comprehensive is the service offered that 
you are invited to send for the RLC information folio which describes 
in detail this complete freight handling service. Whether it's sea, 
land or airfreight - RLC have it all wrapped up. 

PX '1195 

Robert Laurie-Carpenters Pty. Ltd. 
PO Box 922 
Port Moresby 
Papua New Guinea 
Telephone: 217324, Telex: NE22107 

Branches throughout Papua New Guinea 
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OPERATION AIRLIFT! 

W HAT has four major 
metal parts, weigh
ing 300 kg. each and 

when put together can construct 
and airstrip? 

The Dadibi and Chimbu 
people at Karimui stood look
ing into the sky, filled with 
amazement. Planes and heli
copters had been buzzing over 
their heads for three days. They 
watched closely as the men un
loaded huge metal parts from 
the planes and hung them from 
beneath helicopters. Then the 
'choppers' lifted up with a 
mighty roar and flew off to the 
west. 

If they could have taken the 
12-minute helicopter ride, they 
would have found the answer to 
the riddle. For there at Negabo, 
the parts were unloaded from 
the helicopters and assembled 
into a four wheel drive tractor! 

Negabo is situated in the 
foothills of the western slopes of 
Mt Karimui. The Chimbu pro
vincial government has wanted 
to develop the area for some 
time, but has needed an airstrip 
there in order to do it. Knowing 
that the Summer Institute of 
Linguistics was working in the 
area too, the provincial govern-

Story and pictures: Kirk Franklin 

ment asked SIL to build the 
airstrip. SIL's tractor will be 
used for the job. 

The Summer Institute of 
Linguistics is an international 
scientific organization whose 
purpose is to do linguistic 
investigation of minority lang
uages wherever they may be 
found. They provide a writing 
system and literature for the 

Above: a twelve minute helicopter 
flight saves weeks; left: the dense 
Jungle at Negabo; local people 
watch (below) as the tractor 
engine is landed 

local people. 
The Dadibi population is 

divided into two groups with an 
eight hour walk between. The 
eastern area is home for 3,500 
Dadibis. More than 4,500 live 
in the western section. This new 
airstrip will mean that medical 
facilities, businesses and some 
industry can now be developed 
for the people there as well as a 
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furthering of the SIL literacy 
work. 

The tractor was dismantled 
at Aiyura airstrip near Ukarum
pa, in the Eastern Highlands. 
SIL provided the aircraft and 
pilots to do the transporting of 
it, first to Karimui and then to 
N egabo. Three 206 planes made 
thirteen 35-minute flights tak
ing it, in 17 pieces, to Karimui. 
Each load weighed approxi
mately 480 kg. 
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Waiting at Karimui were 
three SIL men who would be 
involved in the airstrip _con
struction. The first night the 
men camped at the airstrip with 
the tractor parts inside the circle 
of their tents. 

The next day the helicopter 
arrived and began to shuttle the 
parts over to Negabo. Pilots 
Bob Bartels and Bob Weimer 
accomplished the airlift in 18 
chopper flights, a total of almost 

6,000 kg. transported in a little 
over one day. 

Two of the construction men 
were taken over to Negabo in 
the first helicopter flight so they 
could begin assembling the 
tractor. The Dadibi helped 
them as much as they could, and 
any lack of mechanical ability 
was more than met by their en
thusiasm for the project. By the 
end of the day, the tractor was 
assembled, ready for use. 

Top: the components of the tractor 
are bolted together; the wheels 
arrive by helicopter (left) and the 
tractor is ready to roll (above) 

CHIMBU PROVINCE 
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Construction of the airstrip 
is expected to take six to eight 
months. Had the tractor not 
been flown in, it would have 
been a three year job by hand. 

The exercise proved to be a 
classic example of the theory 
"new problems find new solu
tions". 





Only our Dragon ·eoat visits more ports, 
more often, in the South Pacific. 

NEW GUINEA 
PACIFIC LINE 

The New Guinea Pacific Line offers the quality handling you're used to, through its 
exclusive containerised service to Papua New Guinea and the Solomon Islands. 
Rely on us all the way. 
• Fast transit times to all ports. 
• A guaranteed schedule every 30 days, thanks to berths in Papua New Guinea 

and Honiara reserved for N.G.P.L. use. 
• Safe, secure transport of goods in containers, both L.C.L., and F.C.L. - no 

more damage or pilferage of cargo. 
• A wide coverage of all ports with the monthly container service from Hong 

Kong, Singapore, Taiwan, the Philippines, Malaysia and Bangkok to all 
Papua New Guinea ports and Honiara. 

For further details on our reliable Dragon Boat service contact: 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA HONG KONG 
Steamship Trading Co., Ltd. Swire Shipping (Agencies) Ltd. 
Port Moresby Telephone: 5-264311 
Telephone: 212000 

SINGAPORE 
Straits Shipping Pte. Ltd. 
Telephone: 436071 

~ 
0 
N 
a. 
C, 
z 



Blond, blue-eyed, sixfeet 
tall and boyishly handsome, 
British film star Michael 
York has captivated audi
ences the world over with 
his roles in no less than 25 
feature films. But on hisfirst 
visit to Papua New Guinea, 
the actor turned on-looker 
- and thoroughly enjoyed 
the experience. 

Though internationally 
recognised as a film star, 
Michael York began his car
eer on·the stage. Born in the 
south of England in 1942, he 
studied drama and joined 
the National Youth Theatre 
while still at school. 

His interest in theatre 
blossomed while he was at 
Oxford and after graduating 
with an Honours degree in 

Arts, he joined the Dundee 
Repertory Theatre in Scot
land. A gruelling schedule of 
three plays a week rapidly 
turned the Oxford Dramatic 
Society player into a young 
actor of such luminary 
promise that in 1964 he was 
accepted by both the Nation
al Theatre and The Royal 
Shakespeare Company. He 
joined the National, largely 

because of the attractions of 
working with one of his idols 
- Sir Laurence Olivier. 

Over the next couple of 
years one success followed 
another and Mr York played 
a variety of roles in theatres 
from The Old Vic to the Chi
chester Festival. 

In 1967, he left the Na
tional Theatre Company to 
make his first film - and 

Michael York, movie star, 
was on his way. That film, 
a Columbia production of 
'The Taming of the Shrew', 
co-starring Richard Burton 
and Elizabeth Taylor was 
the first of many personal 
and professional triumphs 
for Michael York. Among 
the other films in which he 
has played are the experi
mental 'Accident', written 
by Harold Pinter and co
starring Dirk Bogarde, and 
a line-up of block-busters of 
the order of 'Murder on the 
Orient Express', 'The Three 
Musketeers' and 'England 
Made Me'. 

Michael York "discover
ed" Paradise in Papua New 
Guinea as he explains in the 
following article. 
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W
HY Papua New Gui
nea? Why not! comes 
the enthusiastic an

swer. Truth to say, I had always 
been haunted by the exotic ap
peal of this country ever since 
a school friend took the unim
agineably romantic step of 
abandoning the prosaic urbanit
ies of England for a teaching job 
in distant Papua. This boyhood 
stab of curiosity was revived re
cently in Paris where I was 
working with William Holden 
on a film. He is a Papua New 
Guinea enthusiast and filled my 
avid ears with tales of extra
ordinary tribal cultures and 
astonishing local art. 

So when the chance of taking 
a short holiday in Papua New 
Guinea presented itself on a 
return trip to Europe from 
Australia, I seized it with en
thusiasm. To say that I was not 
disappointed is a ridiculous 
understatem~nt: it was an un
forgettable trip. By profession 
and inclination a seasoned trav
eller, I am not yet a jaded one. 

Although the strangeness of 
foreign travel has been vitiated 
almost everywhere by the omni
presence of spoken English and 
the general uniformity of inter
national hotels, nothing could 
really prepare me for some of 
the sights and sensations we ex
perienced. They are all trapped 
on film, but before the Jiving 
memory of them fades and blurs 
into colourful confusion, let me 
try to expose them here on pap
er, and hope that the many 
sharp-focussed images in the 
mind transfer successfully into 
words. 

The first thing one learned is 
that travel in Papua New Gui
nea is mostly by air and that our 
Port Moresby-bound Boeing 
had a noble lineage going back 
to the pioneer days of air trans
portation. 

I always like to fly to a new 
country on its national airline. 
One gets a taste of things to 
come. 

The sun set on our first day 
in Port Moresby, dropping be
hind the green hills that 
surround the capital city as we 
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paddled in the warm water that 
washes its beaches. One was al
ready in the captive embraces 
of the Tropics, lulled by balmy 
air and enervated by a sweet 
lassitude. However, the next 
morning we were up with the 
sun again to catch our flight to 
Madang. 

Fortunately, Papua New 
Guinea follows the eminently 
sensible Australian custom of 
providing each hotel room with 

tea-making facilities, and this 
early-morning dose of caffeine 
provided a welcome boost to 
locomotion. 

The plane went via Goroka 
and as it dropped through tow
ering columns of cumulus and 
between green mountain ridges 
for its landing in this highland 
town, we marvelled again at 
this machine that was supreme
ly responsible for opening up 
the country. It brought forcibly 

to mind the surprising statistic 
that in the l 920's and 30's Pap
ua New Guinea was the world 
leader in air freight operations, 
and its pilots, who earned their 
wings servicing gold fields and 
mission stations across pun
ishing and uncompromising 
terrain, are among the most ex
perienced of their breed. 

Madang, with its parks and 
palm-fringed beaches, provided 
a relaxing interlude despite the 
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faded notice on one of the 
beaches exhorting one to watch 
out for crocodiles! That night 
the hotel provided us with our 
first singsing, a performance 
characterised - as were all sub
sequent singsings we were lucky 
enough to experience - by un
inhibited enthusiasm, grace and 
spontaneity. 

We found refuge - and the 
best apple-pie this side of 
Vienna - at the modern High
lander Hotel. It continued to 
rain all night and the next day 
we were forced to alter our plan 
of flying into the Sepik region 
as the airstrip at Amboin was 
water-logged. This set-back pro
vided an unexpected bonus as 
we were able to see somthing 
of the region before moving on. 

A market is always a focus of 
local activity and Mt Hagen's 
is no exception. People arrived 
from far with their wares and 
laid them out in tempting rows. 
Piles of peanuts, bananas, avo
cados and cabbages on one side, 
and on the other, looking like 
exhibits in some exotic flower
show, were piles of colourful 
skirts and blouses. An old gent
leman, combining the old with 
the new by wearing a Western
style jacket with his 'arse-grass', 
bargained for betel nut, while 
in the shade a lady sat patiently 
making an intricately patterned 
string bilum bag, using her 

hand as a spindle for the bright 
threads. 

The warming sun seemed to 
draw colour from the earth and 
to intensify the brightness of 
clothes and smiles. Gaudy poin
settias grew in orderly abandon 
and that afternoon we drove out 
to the Baiyer River Bird Sanct
uary along an ochre dirt road 
fringed with clumps of yellow 
daisies across a panorama of 
rainbow-streaked clouds and 

mountains. 
The sanctuary lies deep 

within a shady rain forest which 
provides an exhilaratingly 
theatrical setting for the birds 
themselves. 'Paradise' is per
haps their most accurate, and 
certainly their most evocative, 
description for, fleet and fiery 
feathered, they really do not 
seem of this world. However, 
the strident "Hello Cockies!" 
from two cheerful cockatoo 

neighbours brougnt matters 
amusingly down to earth. 

The sun smiled on us the 
next day. As we flew to the soggy 
Amboin airstrip, it lit up the 
huge primaeval landscape that 
unfolded beneath us - a limit
less panorama of forests and 
mountains bisected by serpen
tine, cocoa-coloured rivers, with 
the odd mountain piercing the 
purple horizon. Our destina
tion, the Karawari Lodge which 
lies on a tributary of the mighty 
Sepik river, is one of those ex
traordinary tourist experiences 
that no brochure or travel litera
ture can adequately describe. 

Perched on the back of a 
breezy ridge above the river, it 
commands a panoramic view of 

the region and, from the wel
coming cold towel onwards, it 
provides every creature com
fort. There is even no need to 
paddle ones own canoe: water 
buses speed one along between 
rushy banks from one point of 
interest to another. Flowers 
flame through the forest gloom 
and white egrets cut flashes 
through the heavy air. 

Our first encounter with a 
local tribe was unforgettable. 
We climbed up a spindly ladder 
to a large room in which, in 
dramatically sombre contrast to 
the sunshine outside, some fan
tastically dressed forms were 
just visible in the smoky half
light. As the eye adjusted to the 
atmosphere, one saw feathers 
and grass and bizarre make-ups 
and bone jewellery and whites of 
eyes that glowed in the pungent 
gloom. Then a wooden drum 
started pounding, the chanting 
began, and the floor started to 

33 



sway rhythmically to the beat 
of the dance. 

It was all so unexpected and 
unfamiliar, and quite over
powering. Our applause was 
genuine and unfeigned - and 
charmingly returned by the per
formers. The feeling of having 
stepped back into another time, 
another age, only left one as 
we emerged into the sunshine 
for that quintessential twenti
eth-century rite - the group 
photograph. 

After a sequence of solemn 
poses, the villagers relaxed with 
smiles and cigarettes, and went 
about their daily business. We 
saw sago being painstakingly 
prepared, watched a game of 
spinning tops and shopped for 
the remarkably attractive, and 
reasonably priced, local arti
facts. One's very action was 
followed by the indifferent eyes 
of tribes of slim-line dogs, and 
the curious gaze of children. 
They are the inheritors of a new 
and rapidly developing country. 
Mercifully, however, the grow
ing influx of tourists does not 
seem to have corrupted the 
people as it has elsewhere along 
more well-trodden paths. There 
is no sense ofbeing exploited on 
the part of either guest or host. 
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Times are, of course, changing. 
Dug-out canoes are now oc

casionally powered by out-board 
motors, and I even saw a solar 
heating panel protruding from 
a sago-thatched hut. Churches 
now stand alongside ancestral 
Haus Tamberans and head
hunting is today mimed for 
tourist entertainment, albeit 
with hair-raising authenticity. 
Modern rhythms are entering 
the musical repertoire. I refer in 
particular to one memorable ev
ening, the occasion of my wife's 
birthday, when we were seren
aded after dinner by a local 
bamboo band. It seemed that 
the whole village turned out to 
witness the event as, spreading 
slowly from the door, the room 

filled with inquisitive faces. 
Inhibitions broken down by 

birthday cake and soda-pop, one 
by one the children joined in 
the revels that culminated in a 
conga-line that snaked round 
the packed room like the up
dated· version of some tribal 
dance. 

Early the following day we 
left the enchanted spot. Our 
darice partners of the previous 
night, now soberly ensconced in 
school, serenaded our departure 
with a distant but rousing rendi
tion of their national anthem. 
We returned to the Highlands 
and travelled down the mount
ainous spine of this tortuous 
terrain to Goroka. En route, we 
were splendidly entertained by 

the passing scene, as well as 
profesionally by rhud-men, 
cane-swallowers and an aston
ishing repertory company called 
the Chimbu Players who dem
onstrated once and for all that 
sheer uninhibited enthusiasm 
of performance makes the mic
rophones, lights and scenery of 
more elaborate entertainments 
totally redundant. 

We passed the newly planted 
wealth of tea and coffee planta
tions, crossed a hundred racing 
rivers and roller-coasted up and 
down a thousand hills. Finally 
we were back in Port Moresby 
and, saddest of all, back in the 
airport departure lounge. I am 
writing this on a Singapore
bound jet. As the hours and 
miles speed by, I realise that 
distance do'es lend enchantment 
and I look back with a growing 
sense of pleasure and astonish
ment at what we encountered. 
At the same time, I cannot with
hold a pang of frustration, for I 
realise that I have but scraped 
the surface of a new land and a 
new experience. 

What of those unvisited 
towns, and those outer islands 
awaiting discovery? There is 
just one simple solution - I'll 
have to return. 



STAMPS 
of 
PApuA NEwGuiNEA 

Another exciting way to learn more of 
Papua New Guinea is through collecting 
our postage stamps. 
Stamps of Papua New Guinea are produced and issued by the Philatelic 
Bureau for the Postal Administration of Papua New Guinea to meet 
the postal requirements of all official and agent Post Offices through the 
country. However, the Philatelic Bureau also has keen interest in our valuable 
customers who collect stamps as part of their favourite hobby. 

As part of the stamp issue policy, it keeps values of stamp issues reasonably 
consistent with postal requirements and at the same time depicting only 
Papua New Guinea subjects and topics. Stamps of Papua New Guinea tell 
stories of historical events, fauna and flora, traditional arts and crafts, 
folklore, etc. 

Featured here are some of the beautiful birds, insects and animals that one 
can find so fascinating to read about through our beautiful stamps. 

Philatelic services available: 

Philatelic packages 
Stamp issues 
Philatelic news 
Mailing list 
Postage on orders 
Standing order account service 
Agents 

Interested persons wishing to 
secure further information and 
details on above services may 
write to: 

The Manager, 
PNG Philatelic Bureau, 
PO Box 160 (AN). 
PORT MORESBY 
Telephone: 27 4124 
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Rose Beetle 
(Adoretus versutus) 
The rose beetle is active only at 
night. It chews holes in the 
leaves of a wide range of shrubs 
and trees, but is particularly 
fond of butterfly flower, cocoa, 
guava, hibiscus and rose leaves. 
It has also been reported as a 
pest in cocoa nurseries. The 
larvae feed on the roots of 
various plants. This particular 
species of rose beetle is native 
to Southern Asia but has 
been introduced to Fiji, Samoa 
and Tonga. 
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Even in Paradise not every
thing in the garden is rosy. 
In Papua New Guinea 
scientists and agricultural
ists are working to control a 
number of pests which cause 
untold millions of kinas 
worth of damage. Some of 
the most serious pests at
tack the crops that form the 
staple diet of the people, or 
provide potential. Earlier 
this year two entomologists 
from the Mount Albert Re
search Centre in New 
Zealand visited Papua New 
Guinea to record some of 
the pests on film. The opera
tion was part of a long term 
project to control the pests. 
Barry Ekyl and fellow en
tomologist Peter Madison 

plan to continue their photo
graphic safari throughout 
the South Pacific area to as
sist in the development of 
control methods to combat 
the pests. It's an interesting 
exercise to watch. Armed 
with a pocket magnifier, a 
strange assortment of glass 
tubes, bottles, sweeping nets 
and other things peculiar to 
entomologists Peter makes 
a comic scene as he darts 
from bush to bush and from 
vegetable patch to vegetable 
patch. The entire perform
ance is punctuated with 
cries of delight as he discov
ers another species of insect 
nonchalantly munching on 
some vital crop. Barry fol
lows up with a specially 

equipped 35 mm camera to 
record the location and the 
insect at feeding time. The 
unsuspecting bug is then 
swept into a cavernous plas
tic bag for transportation 
back to their hotel where it 
is to be photographed in de
tail. The photographs are 
taken on a converted drill 
stand which allows magnifi
cation up to six times life 
size. During their visit Peter 
and Barry took two thous
and photographs of bugs. 
They plan to produce a ser
ies of information brochures 
about the major pests to 
help the local people deal 
with them. 

The New Guinea 
Rhinoceros Beetle 
(Scapanes) 
This beetle bores into the buds 
of the young palms causing 
great damage. The larvae of the 
beetle live under rotting wood 
in the forests. Control is 
difficult, but it is hoped that a 
virus disease may be effective 
in controlling the Rhinocerous 
Beetle. In Fiji, Samoa and 
Tonga this virus has been very 
useful in controlling the pest. 
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Fruit-piercing Moth 
(Othrezs fullonia) 
This moth is unusual in being 
amongst only a few of its group 
in which it is the adult and not 
the larva or caterpillar that 
does the damage. The tongue 
of the moth has a sharp tip and 
saw-toothed edge which it uses 
to pierce ripe fruit. It sucks the 
juice from the fruit of citrus, 
guava and mango. The fruit 
then begins to rot. The fruit
piercing moth is widespread in 
tropical Asia and the Pacific. 
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Coconut Stick Insect 
( Graeff ea crouaniz) 
The coconut stick insect is 
widespread in the Pacific. It 
chews coconut leaves and can 
sometimes even defoliate 
palms. The eggs are laid by the 
females in the palm crowns; 
they fall to the ground, where 
many are eaten by ants and 
other ground predators. Wasp 
parasites of the eggs of this 
stick insect may be important 
in future biological control 
programmes. 



Good things 
are happening at 

DAVARA Hotels 
You will find the Davara Group the 

most enjoyable Hotels to stay at when 
visiting Papua New Guinea. We not only 
provide an endless summer in which you 
can enjoy yourself, but, as well, a choice of 
superb local and international cuisine and 
top class cabaret entertainment. 

Our airconditioned bedrooms ensure 
your good nights rest, so that refreshed, 
you may enjoy our Catamaran cruises or 
perhaps some energetic water ski-ing. 

Our weather lends itself to plenty of 
swimming, be it in our sparkling swimming 
pools or along some 'almost' deserted sandy 
beach. 

Maybe too, if you are a businessman 
you should consider our well appointed 
function rooms and facilities for that 
conference or special presentation. 

And during your stay you'll be pampered 
with traditional Melanesian friendliness and 
service. So let good things start to happen to 
you at Davara. 

The Islander Hotel 
P.O. Box 1981, 
BOROKO 
Tel: 25 5955 
Telex: NE22288 'Davara' 

Davara Hotel, 
P.O. Box 799, 
PORT MORESBY. 
Tel: 21 2100 
Telex: NE22288 'Davara' 

Davara Kieta Hotel 
P.O. Box 241, 
KIETA. 
Tel: 95 6175 
Telex: NE95852 'Davara' 



It's easy to under
stand why. 

After all,Australia 
is the world's largest 
holiday island. 

Just mile after 
endless mile of sun
bleached beaches, 
tropical rainforests 
and snow-capped 
mountains. 

It's difficult to 
• imagine ever wanting 

to spend a holiday anywhere else. 
Most Australians certainly 

don't seem to bother. 
And certainly 

no airline feels 
more at home 

there than 
Ansett. 

Every year more and more 
Australians fly Ansett for their 
holidays than any other airline. 

With our associate 
· airlines we cover more 
of Australia than any-

• body else. 
And our jet services 

to major Australian 
ports connect with all 
international flights. 

So, why don't you 
see Australia the same 
way more Australians 
prefer to see it? 

On any one of the 
countless Ansett low-priced 
packaged holidays. 

For further information and 
a copy of Ansett's Australia 
holiday brochure, just contact 
Ansettoryour ~ .... l"I U 
travel agent. .ftl.Rte 

Airlines of Australia. 
AN847 


