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Quality ,n Air Transport 

Welcome Aboard 

ln this issue of Paradise we are introducing a 
three-dimensional route map which shows just 
how comprehensive the Air iugini network is 
throughout Papua New Guinea. 

The map was produced by using a computer 
to project a simulated aerial view of our 
country, much as one would expect to see it 
from a low flying satellite. Once the computer 
had plotted the perspective, leading air brush 
artist Peter Shannon was engaged to translate 
the blueprint into a picture. 

Air Niugini flies to 21 airports throughout the 
country with a total of 257 flights each week 
This computer generated map will make it 
easier for travellers to identify landmarks as we 
wing you across our country. 

Masket Iangalio 
General Manager, Air Niugini 
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climax of the Cabe, ther arc 
many smaller 'lead-up' events 
which mu t b adher d to 
before a abe is possible. Th 
Cabe i the culmination f 
m nths f elab rare prepar· 
ation and planning. To und r· 
stand th intricacies of a Cabe 
we shall foll w the vents f 
th Visi crib f the dab 

all y inviting neighbouring 
nong, tribe m n to tak 

part in th ritual. 
abes an be called for a 

number of r a ns, su ha the 
elders in the tribe-lo ing eh ir 
t cch or their hair going white 
(rd rred to lo ally a Ma/). 

n e a Cabe has be n 
de ided upon, th Visi's lead· 

rs first determine whether 
th ,ir pig populati n is larg 

nough co share with the 
Onongc guests and dancers. 

A ban i put on the killing or 
exchanging f pigs within the 
crib until after the Cabe. 

Preparations are also made 
for the planting of a large 
gard n containing tremen· 
dous quantities of yams, taro, 
sugar cane and other foods for 
th feast. Associated magic 
and ritual are used during the 
planting to ensure a successful 
harvest. 

With the food situation 
under control, the next major 
cask is co select a site and con· 
struct the village which will 
house the Visis and visiting 
Ononges. This requires any· 
wh re from four co six months 
of work. 

Once complete, the feasting 



Top left: Visi dancer laden with 
jewellery made of dogs' teeth; top 
right: yams for the Gabe; Bottom: 
(left to right) Visi men: shiny with pig 
grease, dance to the beat of hand-

held drums; women carrying the 
harvested yams; pigs killed at 
Ononge for the Visi tribe; yams to be 
taken to the newly-built feasting 
village. 
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Abov~: _Young girl wearing first head
dress,_ ngh!: tying up yams for the 
Gabe, far right: seer presentation 
to Ononge tribe at the feasting village. 

,~·_.:, 

--~.--~;. 
7}_:•4. 
';',,/ :f 
__ ..;,•;,-~- .. ' 



Right: Extravagantly bedecked 
dancers stiil moving energetically at 
sunrise; below: wari dance is 
performed before arriving ;;1.t the 
Gabe. 

village must be 'opened' with 
a dance involving the whole 
u·ibe. 

Like the great dance to be 
performed by the Ononges 
some months later, these 
opening festivities include an 
all-night event with dancers 
wearing very large and spec
tacular headdresses. With that 
over, the Visis then invite their 
neighbours to a celebratory 
dance. 

The invitation involves a 
series of smaller dances cul
minating in an all-night dance 

performed by both tribes. 
Some days later the invit

ation or see/ to the Gabe is 
presented. 

At this point the guests are 
told what valuables - dogs' 
teeth, feathers, small pigs or 
moi1ey- should be brought to 
the Gabe in exchange for the 
pigs killed in honor of those 
celebrating their Mal 

But, although the see/ is 
presented it is not at first 
accepted. A few weeks later 
the seef is taken by the Vis is to 
the Ononges village where 

anocher dance is performed. 
Now the stage is set for the 

invited Ononge guests to 
come and fulfill their 
'contract'. But this does not 
happen immediately. Firstly, 
the Visis must harvest the 
crops and display the harvest 
around the sides-of the newly
built feasting village. 

Secondly, the invited danc
ers do not just 'arrive' at the 
Gabe. They first participate in 
various smaller feasts and 
dances - called Gave - within 
t!1eir own tribal area. Each 

Gave in turn becomes geo
graphically closer to the Gabe 
with the final Gave being vir
tually 'next door' to the feast
ing village. 

Only tl1en, can the Gabe 
take place. 
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Our first "Goony Bird:' 

Over the y ars our "birds" have 
hang d n iderably, but never our 
f£ rts to retain our reputation as a great 

international airline. 
An airline second to none for 

reliability and friendliness. 
An airline to jet you in comfort 

from a computerized check~in to the world's 
·m st primitive bush country. . 

An airline that symbolises a proud 
young country. 

Our latest "Bird of Par.adise:' 

• • • • a1rn1ug1n1 
J, ternacional: Brisbane, Cairns,Jayapura, Honiara, Manila, Singapore, 

yclncy. Domestic: Pore Moresby, Daru, G roka, Alornu, Hoskins, Kavicng, 
Kicrn, Kiung;i, Kuncliawa, Lac, Losuia, Maclang, Manus Island, Mcncli, 
Moum Hagen, Popondctta, Rabaul, Tari, Vanimo, Wcwak. 



Malaysia's east coast has 
beaches to rival the best 

in the world. 
Long white stretches, palm

lined and washed by the South 
China Sea, the beaches are 
unspoilt and, po sibly best of 
all, uncrowded. 

In the province of Pahang 
there is one beach that even 
the Malays talk about with 
glowing pride. 

That is Cherating, where 
Club Mediterranee have 
blended a unique 355 room 
village resort complex into 90 
hectares of lush jungle full of 
tiny monkeys, tropical birds 
and hibiscus flowers. 

Club Mediterranee, a paradise for those 
who want more from a holiday than most 

resorts have to offer. 
Story by Lelde Ram.ma 

A short flight from Sing- world's eleventh largest hotel 
apore it is Asia's first Club chain. Each year more than 
Mediterranee and part of the 800,000 people trom 30 coun
worldwide network of92 lux- tries escape to experience its 
ury resorts located through- delights. 
out Europe, the Caribbean, The holiday villages are 
Israel, Africa, the South Pacific mostly situated away from the 
and the Americas. reminders of the everyday 

Initially founded as a private world. They are based on the 
club in Majorca in the Mediter- philosophy of relaxation, 
ranean Sea in 1950, Club friendship, fun and a simple 
Mediterranee is today the lifestyle. 

At Cherating Beach, there is 
a free and easy spirit which 
begins the moment you pile 
out of the buses which bring 
guests from the airport. Malay
sian music starts, fireworks go 
off and you are chanted 
through the entrance to the 
Malaysian-style village. 

The resort is built around a 
huge swimming pool with a 
rambling bar and restaurant, 
open all around to the jungle 
and sea breezes. Guests are 
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accommodated in traditional 
style bungalows whi h have 
stilts, steep pitch 'd roofs and 
ar • finished in mahogany and 
teak. They offer ool, comfort· 
abl • living ith ea ·h private 
balcony looking out onto the 
s ·a. thcr facilities incluc.l O a 
theatre, fitness 'encre, 
b ,utiquc well-st0cked 
colorful sarongs and a restaur
ant overlooking the beach, 
where couples and small 
groups can din qui tly when 
they fc I the need to d ·each 
th msclves from th ' crowd. 

Filling in the day is probably 
the most taxing decision of th 
wh le my - thcr• is so mu h 
offer ·d. Windsurfing, sailing, 
di ing or tennis, ith trained 
instructors ready co help. 
There is also yoga, callis
thenics, ping pong, archery, 
aerobics, jazz ball ·1 anc.l even 
batik-making classes. Anc.l, as 
is the lub Mec.literranee 
philosophy, th ·re is n ·xtra 
charge. 
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1 f that isn't enough, those 
waming a holi lay and also t 
improve skills, can att nd a 
computer workshop or lang
uage laboratory. 

Whil the lub has a r put
ation as a mecca for sing! s, 
families and kids are well 
looked after. upervisors and 
classes are available for hilcl
rcn's activities. 

ining at Chcrating Bea h 
is a relaxcc.l affair anc.l n 
again guests arc faced with a 
c.liffi ult choice. European, 

Malaysian,Japanes and Chin-~ 
e e dishes are ffered. Lunch • 
i a real D asl. tarting with 
barb que grills, you can move 

n t freshly cooked Chinese 
~ od and ab ut 20 veg table 
and pasta di h before you 
r ach a tab! laden with salads, 
terrines ~ and fresh seafood. 
171is is followed by numerous 
French pastries and a variety 

f exotic fruits· and cheese. 
Dinner is a set four-course 
meal served family style at 
tables of eight. 

Like all Club Mediterranee 
resorts, cash is the last thing 
gu ts have to think about. 
Almost everything is covered 
in the price of the holiday. 

Whil all meals are served 
with complimentary carafes of 
Fr nch wine, drinks at the bar 
are extra. But there is no need 
to fumble in a allet b cause 
at Club Mediterranee cash has 
b n replaced with beads. So, 
~ r those extra drinks it is a 
matt r of 'popping a few 
beads' bought from the 
hostess desk. 

Unlike other holiday resorts 
it is hard to separate the guests 
from the staff Called Gentle 
Organisers or GOs for short, 
me staff mix in and make sure 
everyone gets the most out of 
a holiday. 

And they are entertainers 
too. Every evening after 
dinner they put on live stage 
shows which vary from lightly 
sending up the guests to in
house versions of favorite 
Broadway musicals. Some
times the theme is advised in 
advance so that guests can par' 
ticipate. If the show is not 
enough the Club's disco starts 
buzzing around midnight 
until the sun comes up. 

Guests can also get away 
from the resort to experience 
a little of the local life. Excur
sions offered include a trip to 

Lake Chini, the Loch Ness of 
Malaysia, whose monster is 
said to guard a sunken city; the 
royal town- of Pekan with its 
exotic palace; fishing villages 
and a mree day trek into 
Taman Negara National Park, 
set in the world's oldest trop· 
ical forest. Some tourists also 
like to visit nearby villages to 
shop for local handicrafts -
batik, baskets, kites and brass
ware. 

Whatever your frame of mind, 
Club Mediterranee's lifestyle 
instills an ove1whelming urge 
to relax, offering tl1e freedom 
to do as much or as little, as 
you choose. It is unlike a hol
iday at an ordinary resort. To 
experience it is to be converted 
for life. 
Air Niugini's Bird of Parndise, the 
Airbus A300 operates a weekly 
service to Singapore, departing Port 
Moresby every Saturday. For details 
about a Club Mediterranee Malaysia 
holiday, contact Air Niugini or your 
travel agent. 



THE FIRST AUSTRALIAN COMPANY 
TO SELL LIFE INSURANCE BY THE LITRE. 

At Dimet, we manufacture protective 
coatings. Because without our products, 
thousands of multi-million dollar projects 
would have died an early death. 

Tankers would have rusted. Bridges would 
have corroded, and all for the want of a few 
litres of the right kind of prote~tion. 

That's why it is our proud boast that 
Engineers and Architects world wide can 
trust Dimet when they think of protective 
coatings. 

WE'VE BEEN SPECIALISTS FOR 
MORE THAN 40 YEARS. 
After all, we invented the basis of the 
modern coatings industry back in 1936, 
when the world's first inorganic zinc silicate 
coating was developed in Melbourne. 

Today it's franchised and exported all over 
the world. We didn't stop at zinc silicate. 

Our reputation as a high technology 
company continues to grow as we pioneer 
new developments in polyurethane, epoxy, 

elastomeric, vinyl and other protective 
coatings. 
Our reputation is very important to us 
because our products are formulated to do 
their job of protection - long term. 
And we take care that they do. They're 
backed by 40 years of experience, and the 
backing of assets in Australia exceeding 
190 million dollars. And not only in the area 
of protective coatings either. 
Dimet also designs, manufactures and 
exports a large range of building construc
tion products, plastics and industrial 
adhesives. 
And if we say that a Dimet product is right 
for the job, we want you to know that you 
can take the statement seriously. 
If you would like to know about our 
products please contact:-
DIMET INTERNATIONAL, AnftJl•lsompany, 
P.O. Box 50, DOONSIDE, NSW, Australia. 

Telex No: AA25292 
Telephone: (02) 622 1000 

"The magnificent 54 metre Yasawa Princess recently built in Suva for Blue Lagoon Cruises. 
The Yasawa Princess has been treated inside ano outside with Dimet high performance zinc silicate, 

epoxy, vinyl and anti-fouling marine coatings. Application by Maxlane Engineers Ltd." 
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and managing th m I , marine, aviation and 
to th ir full advantag an b a r pre ented in th world's re-insurance. Reed Risk 
pr bi m. Diff r nt ountri I ading insuranc mark ts in Management provides 
hav cliff r nt I gal and London, Brussels, New York and progressive risk management 
poli y r quir m nt . And an Toronto. Access to all these services. 
ind p nd ntly arrang d local markets is imperative for special Our International 

rvi may n t ov r you for all and high hazard risks. We act as Management EN)erience 
y ur n d . brok rs at Lloyd's of London and Our overseas people are well 

R d t nhous th New York Insurance equipped to deal with Australian 
around th World Exchang • . companies that have set up 
d t nhou i one of th Our International divisions overseas. Our 

w rid' I ading international Employee Benefits International programmes • 
in uran broking organisation . Consultancy include hazardous industrial 
With 190 offi s in 36 countri s, In most locations Reed liability exposures in Europe and 
£ w mp t with our global Stenhouse maintains an Africa; government housing 
spr ad. employee benefits consulting projects in Southeast Asia; 

11 you, th Au tralian service. For companies with transoceanic oil rig tows; and the 
rp ration, thi means that widely based operations, we can building of factories in the United 

R d t nhou can provide help to set and implement a States. 
on i t nt rvic and r liabl corporate policy to cover all Because insurance is a crucial 

pr t ti n wh r v r business aspects of direct and deferred part of global expansion, it must 
pp rtuniti s tak you. Your compensation including be handled by people who are 
orp rat p Ii y can b s tin pensions. aware of the limitations and 

Au tralia and imp! m nted Our International potential of international 
worldwid . And you an relax SP.ecialist Functions insurance. People who 
knowin v rything is under Reed Stenhouse operating understand the local conditions. 
ontrol. divisions include Insurance Reed Stenhouse people. 

ur Int rnational Mark t Managers Limited, which • 
Pr s nc manages 'captive' insurance R.EED 5rEN HOUSE 

R d t nhou is strongly companies and specialist International Services from Australia. 
Meridian IIES IXX~J 



Story and pictures by Mike Jelliffe 

Another patient is helped by the aerial ambulance 
service in Papµ w Guinea. 

-

15 



distend ·d b ·lly. 11, did 1101 
complain. 

"Lie down!" I gesticulated 
again, unable 10 a ·tually reach 
him\\ ithou1 vacating my chair 

som thing I am loath • to do 
durin, flight! But, what good 
was an aerortane ride ir you 
could not enjoy the vi w. Sur· 
·nough, he had sat up, and 

\\'.ls absorbing the seen ry. I 
was abs >lutely astounded. 11 , 
li,·ed. 

In Papua e"' uinea, the 
aL·roplane is often the aml u· 
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lance. For most of the c untry, 
light air ·raft provide the only 
means of transport. Medical 
emergency nights, not always 
conveniently scheduled, are 
pan and parcel of ev ry bush 
pilot's program. Count! ss 
lives have been saved becau e 
of the ba/11s. 

With their op rations orien
tated towards .ervi ing the 
more isolated rural com· 
munities, and because they fly 
t many 'mission . trips' not 
used bycommer ial operators, 
the church-related aviation 
groups carry the bulk of the 

bush medical cases. 
The largest of these groups, 

Missionary Aviation Fellow· 
ship, can have an aircraft on its 
way to an emergency site 
within minutes of a call 
coming in. MAF's compre
hensive fleet of 19 aircraft 
operating from 12 bases 
around the PNG mainland, 
have flown many hundreds of 
hours on medicals. 

I+1 many rural areas, mission 
health centres still provide the 
backbone of medical services, 
under the auspices of the 
Health Department. The 
Christian Radio Missionary 
Fellowship has established an 

efficient network of CODAN 
HF radios, linking even the 
remotest of outstations with 
d1e outside world. Each MAF 
aircraft carries the CRMF fre
quencies, putting the pilot in 
direct contact wim any out· 
station at any time. 

Mission doctors staff several 
health centres with radios. 
When a call is received from an 
outstation, other radio traffic 
ceases and a 'hot-line' wid1 a 
doctor is quickly set up. Once 
d1e need to evacuate the 
patient is confirmed, the 



nearest aircraft is contacted. 
TI1us a three-way link is 
formed between the patient or 
medical orderly, doctor and 
pilot. 

From a pilot's viewpoint, 
this is ideal. He can discover 
quickly the exact nature of the 
emergency and any specific 
care the patient requires. TI1e 
doctor can advise him how 
soon the evacuation is 
needed, bearing in mind the 

disruption it will cause to his 
flight schedule. He can in turn 
advise the doctor of his arrival 
time at the hospital, and check 
the weather reports at the 
outstation - all in the same 
breath! 

The nature of cases handled 
range from appendicitis to 
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yaw. t, it help· co ha e 
a St 

which need cva uacing 
crally i • serious. hildbirch 

mpli ations head th list. 
en eh 'r ' arc a idem 
(1111!:i the man whos 
use ~,11 on • wed 
a wild boa by a 

ay arr th 
bizarre like the woman wh 
was cak 'n from by a 
er odil . The s t· 

Lied for a leg, and the woman 
s ,·am ashor '. We n ·w her 
co hospital, to return some 
months lat ·r with an anif1 ial 
limb. 

ometim •s th cva uation 
b •comes a time of gr ac joy. 

'vcral babies hav been 

deli red en route to th 
h pital. 

In the I wlands, nake bite 
r' c mm n. With the cot of 

anti-ven 'neat K.200 or more a 
dose, it is understandably kept 

nly at s ,1 et d centre . If th 
victim cannot b quickly u·ans
p ned t uch a centre, his 
pr p tS ar not good. 

I re all evacuating a man 
fr m Lake Murray several 
years ago. Th offending 
d ath add r a companied 
him - in a jar! By the time we 
reach d the Health Centre at 
Balimo, h had definit sign 

f pc sis, the leepy-eyed 

symptoms of snake bite. The 
anti-venene was administered 
while he lay in the aircraft. He 
i now a member of the Pro
vincial Government. 

While the development of 
road in many areas contin
ues, in others the mountains 
are too steep, the swamps too 
deep or the money too scarce. 
For people in these areas, their 
only road is the sky - their 
only h pe the balus. 



FEATHER-TAILED 

NEW Guinea's Feather 
tailed possum, Distoech
urus pennatus, so named 

because of the fringe of stiff 
hairs like the barbs of a feather 
on either side of the tail, is a 
member of a small family of 
marsupials found only in Aust
ralia and New Guinea. Its 
closest relative is probably the 
tiny Feathertail glider, Acrobat
es pygmaeus, which features on 
the Australian one. cent coin. 

Feather-tailed possums are 
rarely seen because they emerge 
only at night from their leafy 
nests in trees in the rainforest. 
They have not been found at 
elevations greater than 1900 
metres but below this they are 
widespread, if not common, on 
the island of New Guinea. 
There are records of them oc
curring from the Vogelkop in 
the west to the_ Owen Stanley 
Ranges in the east, on Sturt 
Island in the Fly River in the 
south and on Mt Kaindi near 
Wau on the northern side of the 
central mountain range. 

Hunters find them in their 
nests, sometimes in what are 
probably family groups consist
ing of two adults - a male and 
a female, a juvenile and a baby 
in the pouch. Like all possums 
they have a deep pocket-like 
pouch between the legs on the 
lower part of the abdomen and 
the young are carried in this in 
the early weeks of their life. So 
far as is known Feather-tailed 
possums have only one young 
in the pouch at a time, even 
though there are two teats. 

A fully grown Feather-tailed 
possum fits comfortably in cup
ped hands but the aggressive 
nature of these possums dis
courages attempts to handle 
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The Olympic Garn are the world's 
greate t comp tition. 

But for 10,000 competitor from 
150 nation to co,ppete succes fully 
it need year ofinternational planning 
and mutual agre m nt. 

Agreement on qualifying stand
ard , on eligibility, on fair play, on the 
rule of ompetition,on chedules,not 
to mention hou ing and transport, 

languages, food and hygiene, and the 
safety and well-being of everyone 
involved. The world's aviation 
industry knows exactly what cond
ucting worldwide competition is all 
about-it has to do the same every day 
of every year. 

Like the organizers of the Games, 
it knows that whatever the losses or 
profit, whatever the differences in 

political and national interests, the 
world's people will want to get together. 

So our very best wishes to the 
23rd Olympic Games and our best 
endeavours to ·get everybody to Los 
Angeles and back, swiftly 
and in comfort. 

On behalf of the 
world's airlines. 

Looking after people who fly 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON IATA PLEASE WRITE TO: IATA-INTERNATIONAL AIR TRANSPORT ASSOCIATION (C.I.S.), 26 CHEMIN DE JOINVILLE. P0.160. GENEVA, SWITZERLAND . 

...... 
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Fax: 212116 
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0 ne of the benefits of 
u·avelling is collecting 

memorabilia. Of all the places 
in the world visited by tourists 
few can compare with Papua 
New Guinea for its abundance 
of artefacts. And they can be 
purchased at reasonable 
prices. However, there is a 
limit to the number of carvings 
that can be fitted into a 
suitcase. 

One range of artefacts is 
more portable - bilas, that is, 
the finery or regalia tradition
ally worn by Papua New 
Guineans. 

For festive occasions Papua 
New Guineans still dress up in 
costumes which feature Bird 
of Paradise feathers, leaves, 
cuscus fur bands, necklaces of 
beads and shells, with brilliant 
pigments as face paint. This 
bilas looks marvellous on local 
singers and dancers proud of 
their cultural heritage but 
most of it would look out of 

Woven cane armbands purchased at 
Kundiawa market in the Highlands. 

are made of bilas 
Story by Susanna Hoe 

and pictures by Derek Roebuck 
place if worn by a foreign 
visitor back home. Neverthe
less, some items do suit 
Western fashions and ex
amples are presented here as a 
guide to what is available. A 
warning should be added; 
bi/as are not easy to find. 
Those shown in the accom
panying photographs have 
taken nearly three years to 
accumulate. 

Part of the fun of owning a 
piece of bi/,as stems from 
knowing its background. 
Where it came from, how it is 
worn and why it is important. 
Bilas is an integral part of PNG 
culture; very often it is the 
basis of a whole network of 
relationships and way of life 
within a tribal community. 

Outside PNG the best
known examples of bilas are 
shell armbands and necklaces. 
T11ey form part of the kula 

Belt encasing green scarab beetles. 
Usually worn by men as a headband. 

exchange ring described by 
anthropologist, Bronislaw 
Malinowski in his famous 
book, Argonauts of tbe West
ern Pacific written in 1922. 

Thekula ring which takes in 
most of the islands off the east 
coast of PNG goes back many 
years. It is essentially a 
brotherhood engaged in the 
ritual exchange of wealth 
items mainly by means of 
canoe expeditions. 

It not only enabled neigh
bours to maintain inter-island 
trading relationships but with
in each society the exchange 
gave a focus to the lives of the 
men involved. As the white 
armbands travelled anti
clockwise and the red neck
laces the reverse, relationships 

Armbands woven from an orchid 
stem and purchased from a Kiriwina 
lad. 

were cemented between part
ners and members derived 
status within their group from 
the exchanged wealth. 

Malinowski put forward 
these ideas about the meaning 
of the necklace and the 
exchange: 

"Tbe net result will be the 
acquisition of a Jew dirty, 
greasy and insignificant look
ing native trinkets, each of 
tbem a string of flat, partly 
discoloured, partly raspberry
pink or brick-red discs, 
threaded one behind the other 
into a long, cylindrical roll. In 
theeyesofthenatives, however, 
this result receives its meaning 
from the social forces of trad
ition and custom, which give 
the imprint of value to these 
objects, and surmund them 
with a balo of romance. It 
seems fitting here to make these 

Raincape made from woven 
pandanus leaves on Bougainvil/e 
Island. 
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jeu• r !}lectio11s 11po11 tbe 11tl/i1•e 
psycbolom• 011 Ibis poi11/, tllld 
to 011emp1 to p,msp its real 
sign ificm1ce. 

II 11Iay belp 11s IOll'Ctrds Ibis 
1111derslt111di11g to rejlecl, tbat 
1101 farji·om tbe scenes of tbe 
K11/a, large 1111111/Jers of 111bit, 
od1•e11111re1:~ bt11•e toiled c111d 
s11Jjer,c1, and 11/C/ny q( tbem 
gi1•e11 tbeir /ices, in order to 
CIC(jllire ll'btll to 1/Je I/Clli!'eS 
ll'011ld appear os i11stg11!/i a11I 
and ji"ltby as tbeir bagi are to 
11s a feu• 1111'!,gets of gold. 

eal"'r eI1e11, i11 tbe l'eIy 
Trobria11c/ Lagoon, l'al11able 
pearls are fo1111d l11 olde11 
days, 11be11 tbe 11atil'es on 
opening a sbell to eat it,./01111cl 
a ll'Cl)'/1111a, as Ibey called it, a 
~w!ed' of tbe pearl ·bell, tbey 
11°011/d tbrou• ii to tbeircbildren 
to play witb. ou• tbey see a 
n11111ber q( wbite men strain
ing all tbeir forces i11 compe
tition to acquire as many of 
tbese u•orthless tbi11gs as Ibey 
can. Tbe parallel is t•ery clo e. 
/11 botb ea es, the co1111e11tion
alised l'al11e a//acbed to 011 

object corries witb it power, 
re11ou111, a11d the plea ure of 
i11creasi11g tben, botb. /11 the 
case of tbe u1bite man, Ibis is 

Seed necklace made by Sepik 
people living in Madang. 

i11ji'11ite~y more co111ple.-..: and 
indirect, b111 1101 esse11tialry 
di}Jere11I ji-0111 tbat of tbe 
11atil'es. If I/'e u1011ld imagine 
tbat a great 1111mber of cele
brated gems are let loose 
among 11s, and traue/ from 
band to band- tbat Kob-i-nor 
and rloj/ and otber cele
bmted dia111011ds, emeralds 
and rubies - were on a con
ti1111011s ro1111d 1011I~ and to be 
obtained tbro11gb l11ck, daring 
and ente,prfse, we wo11ld baue 
a still closer analogy. Even 
1bo11gb tbe possession of tbem 
u 1011ld be a short and ternpor
CIIJI one, /be renown of bauing 
possessed them and tbe mania 
of "co/lectioneering" would 
add its :,pu r to tbe lust for 
wealtb." (pag s 351-2) 

Th necklace often avail
abl for Lravell r to buy is not 
in factthebagibutashortened 
version, th ku wa. 

The k11wa is often worn by 
eh children ofku/a partners
as a special decoration to 
in rea e their attractiveness to 
the opposite ex. This cutting 
up of the bagi is part of a u·ad· 
iti n chat st ms from a myth 
clc ribe I by Malinowski. It 
says than an old man broke 
ap'lrt a kula n cklace and gave 
the s pa rate pieces as presents 
co thre stars who led him 
h me safely. 

Th k11 wa s lei to the tourist 

Ornamental collar made from mother 
of pearl. 

is on of these same pieces. An 
occasional difference is that 
the kaloma or larger disks sur
rounding the wild banana 
seeds between the roll of small 
red spondylus shells can be 
made of plastic; the limited 
number of real ones being 
kept for the family kuwa. 
Frankly, plastic kaloma add a 
touch of reality to my ku wa 
bought from a man who cut up 
a plastic bucket and did nor 
hide the fact. It is part of a new 
tradition. However, beware of 
kuwa which consists of all 
plastic shells - you can test 
them with your teeth! These 
are commonly worn by child
ren but a few enterprising 
Kiriwinans u·y to sell them to 
unwary tourists as the genuine 
object. 

The ku wa sold to tourists 
for b tween 40 and 100 kina in 
1984. The string on which the 
ku wa is threaded may chaff 
the neck a little but, if that 
bothers you, have the shells 
restrung and benefit too from 
a safety catch. 

As for the pearls which the 
islanders used to tl1row to 
their children, they are still 
available. Until recently Pinc
tada Margaritifera, or the 
black-lipped pearl shell, which 
feeds by filtering tiny plants 
from the water, was commer
cially farmed near Samarai 

Island in the Milne Bay area. 
I bought some of these beau
tiful pearls in Port Moresby 
an I had them set in silver. 
The color and gleam are 
marvellous. 

Some of the bi/as to be 
found in the Highlands are 
part of a similar though 
distinctive system of exchange 
that cements relationships. 
The network spreads out far 
beyond the immediate dist
rict, as is suggested by the 
importance of shells to these 
inland groups of people. The 
most celebrated is the kina -
the gold-lipped pearl shell cut 
into a crescent and after which 
PNG currency is named. 

Some years ago shells were 
used as money for trading, but 
they have been overtaken by 

Bilums are all-purpose string bags 
which come in all shapes and sizes. 



coins and paper money in 
most areas. However, pearl 
shells are still part of an 
important ceremonial ex
change, for example, the 
moka in the Mount Hagen 
area. In the pure moka, as 
opposed to that which follows 
warfare, sets of eight or ten 
pearl shells, often set in hard
ened resin boards, are given 
away to exchange partners by 
men of a donor group or a 
single bigman, in exchange 
for a pig and two pearl 
shells. 

The resin board is used 
because a special lustre is 
added by the rust col or behind 
the shell. Red ochre is 
sprinkled over the board 
whenever the shell is dis
played to supplement the 
effect. The degree of luminos
ity of a particular shell adds 
considerably to its value. Pearl 
shells have also been used to 
'purchase' magic services, and 
the iridescent gleam is itself 
considered a magical property 

Worn by dancers, this kapkap is 
made from filigreed turtle shell disc 
and pearl shell. 

which is said to attract further 
wealth. 

Many years ago pearl shells 
were very scarce in the 
Highlands. Each shell had its 
• own name and an attached 
knotted tally showed how 
many time? it had changed 
hands. But once the area was 
opened up in the 1930s, 
Europeans brought in shells to 
pay for labor and food, and 
flooded the market. It was not 
uncommon to see a woman 
dancer wearing a chain of 
pearl shell crescents reaching 
from her neck to below her 
knees. 

Simple crescents are worn 
round the neck by married 
women who have been given 
them by their menfolk -
husbands, fathers or brothers. 
They are said to belong to 
women in their own name as 
are aprons, trade store beads 
and marsupial fur pendants. 
Young girls also wear cres
cents when courting to attract 
a good bride wealth payment, 

for example, the daughter of a 
bigman is likely to be the most 
brightly adorned. The more 
valuable mounted shells are 
owned and worn only by men, 
usually when they wish to 
impress their friends and ob
tain further wealth. A married 
woman sometimes wears 
these, but only to indicate her 
husband's wealth before the 
shells are passed on to her kin. 
They are worn at the back of 
her neck because of the 
common saying among men 
that 'a wife's people are at her 
back, while she faces her 
husband'. 

White pearl shells have 
retained their value, nassa 
(Nassarius or dog-whelk) 
shells have not. These little 
shells have the pointed ends 
filed off. The resulting rings 
are bleached and sewn onto 
bark cloth for use either as 
headbands or larger mats 
draped from a woman's waist 
like an apron. 

In the past a bigman might 
have decorated a young 
female relative with bilas for 
courting, including a nassa 
headband, so that he might 
later have had a share of the 

bride wealth given to her 
family. Now aprons are rather 
out of fashion, though the 
smaller headbands are still 
fairly popular among men. 

Nassa headbands are found 
in other areas of PNG, notably 
the Sepik. In New Britain 
nassa shells are strung in long 
strands and still used as money 
called tambu. 

In the Highlands cowrie 
shells are now less sought 
after. In the late 1930s women 
sometimes danced in baldrics 
of cowrie ropes but today 
shorter lengths are preferred. 

Travellers attending a sing
sing or festival in the High
lands will see hundreds of 
pearl shell crescents and 
dozens of nassa headbands 
and cowrie shell necklaces on 
display. They may find some 
for sale. While they may 
appear dirty and insignificant 
at first sight, these ornaments 
are unique and back home 
will outshine the brightest 
diamonds. 

Trochus shell bracelet from coastal Beaded belt from Kiriwina, usually 
areas of Morobe and New Britain. worn above a low slung grass skirt. 
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Few businesses compare, in 
terms of risk and expense, with 
those involved in the exploration 
of natural resources. Whether 
you're seeking minerals or oil 
and gas, logistics is a key factor. 
From the commencement of 
seismic to the final demob you 
need a company with proven 
reliability. 

Our subsidiary, Papua 
Agencies, has been involved in 
servicing exploration ventures 
for over twenty years. You may 
want a rig from Singapore or 
consumables from Australia, 
parts from the U.S. or a 

submersible from Scotland. 
A phone call is all it takes. 

Our business is to help 
you get on with serious 
business. 



I first encountered the Sepik 
River some year ago in 

an antique shop. Browsing 
through a pile of dusty relics I 
came across a brown wooden 
mask. The eyes had been hol
lowed out and daubed with 
ochre paint, a pair of yellowed 
pig's tusks protruded from the 
nose and a black mat of woven 
fibres hung from the scalp. It 
was a haunting, powerful 
piece of imagery, conjuring up 
visions of a world of primitive 

Story and pictures by Michael Gebicki 

rituals and tribal magic. Even 
here, thousands of kilometres 
from its home, it sent shivers 
down my spine and the 
sunken eyes stared back with a 
promise of dark secrets and 
blood-curdling adventures. 

"Sepik River," said the label. 
"Possibly Chambri Lakes." 

My next meeting with the 
river was no le s dramatic. It 
took place off the northern 

coa dine of Papua New 
Guinea, still about ten kilo
metres from the mouth of the 
Sepik, when the sea suddenly 
changed from deep blue to a 
muddy brown. 

"Sepik water," said one of 
the crew, and pointed toward 
the shore. We sailed closer to 
where a line of breakers 
crashed over a reef, then the 
swell of the sea declined, the 

banks closed in and we 
entered the river. It seemed 
then, exactly as the mask had 
promised, that we were sailing 
into the unknown. 

The Sepik begin high up in 
the mountainous spine in the 
far west of PNG. At first it 
tumbles bright and clear down 
the slopes, foaming over 
boulders and through steep
sided mountain chasms. 
Slowly the rush subsides and 
for the next 1200 km the river 
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twi IS turn thr ugh 
va t, imp n trable rainforest , 
washing v r the backs of 
er dile and licking at the 
tilts f the villag s al ng its 

bank. 
In middl ag it pread out 

acr a va t network of 
swamp , forming canals and 
lak wh re whit egrets n t 
in hug fl ks al ng th banks 
and dazzling orchid cling to 
th tr trunks. Raw, primitive 
c untry. " n i oumry," 
the auth r Colin impson 

Top: Sepik panorama; Centre: 
dugout canoe on the river; 
insets: Sepik men and women 
painted and feathered tor a traditional 
ceremonial display and a young 
mother with child. 

called it. The locals say that the 
powerful bronze current of the 
Sepik comes from the very 
beginning of the world. 

The great rivers of PNG -
most notably the Fly and the 
Sepik - provided relatively 
easy access to the interior. By 
1887, two years after the 
mouth of the Sepik was loc
ated, a German expedition 
had travelled upriver for 600 
km. But apart from the 
occasional outboard motor 
and a few roads on the lower 



epik, the river remains largely 
undisturbed by the twentieth 
century. The people live much 
as they always have, hunting 
crocodiles for their valuable 
skins and exi ting on a staple 
diet of flour from the sago 
palm. 

Pull in at any of the villages 
here and you enter a world not 
far removed from the head
hunting days of the past. 
Slender dugout canoes glide 
out to meet you, brown hands 
help you ashore and the vii-

lagers crowd silently around. 
The centrepiece of these vil
lages is the baus tambaran, 
the spirit house, the traditional 
guardian of tribal culture. 
Inside are the sacred objects 
and the musical instruments 
which are used for ceremonial 
occa ions. Here the young 
men are initiated and legends 
re-enacted - and its secrets are 
kept well-hidden from the 
eyes of the women. In the 
middle Sepik the baus ta111-
barans are at their spectacular 

best, elaborately carved and 
decorated, their shaggy roofs 
of thatched reeds cowering 
above the surrounding 
houses. 

The quiet, shy people who 
live in these village are 
among tthegreatestprimitive 
artists on earth. Theirs is a rich 
culture and their bowls, canoe 
prows and totemic figures are 
expertly carved p-nd invested 
witl1 the strength of several 
tl1ou and years of legends and 
dreams. Each village produces 

its own distinctive sryle of art, 
but probably the best place to 
buy is at Angoram, on the 
lower Sepik, where people 
come from the surrounding 
villages to sell their artwork 
inside a commercial version of 
a baus tanzbaran. 

All along the broad reaches 
of the river and the shallow 
backwaters, the dugout canoe 
is the king of the Sepik. They 
an wer every need, from the 
short one man canoe to the 
longer family version and the 
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jumbo,, th heavy-duty cargo 
transports. The larger motor
is d canoes are u eel for long
di tance journeys, often 
painted in th distinctive 
livery of their wn rs.'EAT MY 
D T' read th me sag in 
large lcu rs n the ide of one 
with a p werful outboard. 

The oarsmen h re have p r
fi et d the difficult skill of 
paddling th ir un tab! craft 
tanding up, an almo t impo • 
ible task for anyon not b rn 

to the busin . From a tender 
age hildren are taught co 
paddl , and n the qui t back
waters sp cially, boys f five 
or six manag their can es 
with exp re ea e. T see the 

canoes gliding across the 
water in the evening - black 
silhouettes against the molten 
gold of the river - is one of the 
great sights of the Sepik. 

Missionaries, moneymakers 
and misfits are, so they say, the 
thr e type of white men 
found on the Sepik. The river 
has always attracted rugged 
individualists and a recent 
arrival is a crocodile hunter 
who came here from Mel
bourne 24 years ago and has 
not been back since. These 
days he lives quite happily 
with his wife and children on 
the banks of the river - part of 
a large extended family which 
includes the local witch 

doctor. But even this isolate1.. 
stretch of the river was becom
ing too crowded for his liking 
and he was thinking of moving 
- perhaps up one of the trib
utaries, where he could get 
away from it all. 

More than anything else, it 
is the natural splendor of the 
Sepik which is so unfailingly 
impressive. In the morning 
whisps of mist curl up from the 
river, birds cry . and drums 
echo across the water from the 
villages. To feel the vastness of 
this landscape, to feel the 
steamy breath of the forest and 
to stand sniffing the silky smell 
of mud and lush greenery is to 
feel yourself uansported back 

to the very beginning of the 
world. 

You can choose to travel the 
Sepik either in local style, by 
dugout canoe, or in con· 
siderable luxury aboard the 
Melanesian Explorer The 
Melanesian Explorer makes a 
five day voyage from Madang 
to Ambunti, and a further four 
day cruise from Ambunti 
along the upper Sepik. Facil· 
ities on board include a fully 
air-conditioned bar and 
lounge, and every evening 
there is an audiovisual show 
and an expert commentary 
on the following day's pro· 
ceedings. 

Alternatively, if you prefer 



your pleasures on dry land, 
Karawari Lodge is an oasis of 
comfort and style set in the 
rainforests above the Karawari 
River, a tributary of the Sepik. 
In the morning you are woken 
by a waiter bearing a tray of 
coffee and fresh cinnamon 
rolls and you can sit on your 
balcony, munching away 
while the sun rises over the 
basin of the Sepik River -
one of life's unforgettable 
awakenings. 

Above left: Traditional method of 
fire-starting; above right: elaborate 
house construction; centre and 
below: village children. 

Most experiences in travel 
can be safely marvelled at and 
filed away behind the doors of 
memory. Not the Sepik. The 
customary craveller's response 
of 'how wonderful' is all too 
inadequate when confronted 
with huge acres of primeval 
swamp or the pulsing drama 
of a tribal dance. 

And when it's all over, when 
you are safely home from the 
numberless terrors of the 
primitive world, you may well 

find yourself left with unset
tling memories of the river, 
and caught in unguarded 
moments by the penetrating 
stare of the mask That's how it 
is though - they say you can 
leave the Sepik, but the Sepik 
never leaves you. 

Air Niugini operates frequent sched
uled F28 jet services to Wewak, 
gateway for Sepik River adventures. 
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Drive the cars known the world over for 
their style and quality! Toyota Corolla, Corona 
and Cressida ... available in PNG through Ela 
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Top: Bass of this size are the largest 
that can be landed using a rod 
and reel. 

Story and pictures by Rod Harrison 

0 ne of the world's rarest 
fish has been found in 

Papua New Guinea. 
It is the Niugini bass, a 

robust and very large fish 
estimated to grow to well over 
20 kilograms. 

While the fish are well
known to villagers as bat wok 
tu pulim bikpela wara pis, the 
outside world has little know
ledge of them. 

The Niugini bass which has 
two and perhaps more sub
species, belongs to a world
wide family of fish scien
tifically known as Lutjanids. 
Found throughout the tropical 
zone, there are about 60 
species extending from rivers 
out to coastal reefs. Some are 
purely river fish, others are 
essentially saltwater animals. 
There are others that alternate 
between river and sea. The 
famous red emperor is also a 
member of the Lutjanid 
family. 

It is thought that the Niugini 
bass is endemic to PNG. 
Interestingly, it is not found in 
the waters of northern Austra
lia, a little over 100 kilometres 
away as the crow flies. How
ever, every other known 
Lutjanid in PNG is present in 
Australian waters. 

The anatomy of the Niugini 
bass is powerful. Like others in 
the Lutjanid family, it is an 
extremely compact fish, al
most as deep as it is wide. Its 
thick, muscular body has a 
steely torque that can break a 
strong man's grip. 

Lutjanids have a massive 
bone structure and a cardio-
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Clockwise from below: 
one that didn't get away; the 
explosive force of the Niugini 
bass; a mixed bag of Lutjanids. 
a bass species commonly 
found m the upper reaches of 
rivers in New Bntam; results of 
a successful fishing tnp. 

va cular ystem far larger than 
mher fi h when vi wed on a 
kilogram for kilogram ba is. 

\X'h n the environm nt of 
the iugini ba is con ·idered, 
it i easy to understand why it 
i the trongest fish of its size. 
The bas migrates on ider
able distan es along rivers to 
swim into the teeth of raging 
currents during the P G wet 
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season. This require lots of 
trength and endurance. 

Rivers in P G are rich with 
cover - overhanging vege
tation, mangrove roots, epa 
palm, pit-pit and the tangled 
remain of countless trees 
laying on the riverbed. When 
not swimming, the bass which 
congregate in numbers, lay 
among this deep shelter. Well 

hidden, they can dash out and 
seize smaller passing fish. This 
feeding method is common to 
Lutjanids. Their jaws are stud
ded with large canine-like 
teeth which are used to impale 
their victims who are de
voured when the fish returns 
into its cover. Mud crabs 
with claws large enough to 

take a man's hand off at the 
wrist, are commonly found 
inside iugini bas . 

Little is known about the 
growth potential of Niugini 
bass. Some fish approaching 
20 kg have been taken by line 
fishing methods. However, 
from the many stories told 

about broken lines, holey nets· 
and other failed attempts, it 
seems only tl1e smaller fish get 
caught. 

The largest known Lutjanid 
is the Curera snapper of 
Central America, which can 
grow to 70 kg. Locals believe 
that the iugini bass grows at 
least as big! 

While the fish is fascinating 
to naturalists interested in 
rivers, its effect on sport
fishing enthusiasts has been 
irresistible. To land a iugini 
bass is a real prize. 

Communication among 
mese anglers is extraordinarily 
good. Many of mem know all 







Great spots for fishing - below: 
Madang; right: Samari Isle, Milne 
Bay; below right: Bensbach. 

about the iugini bass, at a 
time when its variou species 
have yet to be fully classified 
and given proper cientific 
names. 

To anglers the iugini bass 
represents the ultimate fishing 
challenge. Its size, great 
strength and tangled habitat 
make it almost uncatchable at 
times. While it has the natural 
aggression to readily take baits 
and lures, the electrifying jolt 
of it strike is a do e as some 
fishermen get to it. 

AFishi11g 
Paradise 

Dapua ew Guinea has 
r perhap the best fishing 
terricory in the world, much of 
it not yet exploited. 

Captures made by fishing 
club members throughout the 
country have been spectacular 
both in terms of quality and 
quantity. Many Au tralian and 
"-'Orld record, have been 
broken. 

lo t major centres have 
fishing clubs of some kind. The 
accent is on light to medium 
game fishing. These fishing 
clubs are the best ource of 
information about boat char
ter in the country. Visiting 
fi hermen are always welcome 
and lub members wilJ often 
go out of their way to sho_,,· 
them their Favorite pots. 

ational Gamefishing Titles 
are traditionally held over the 
Easter break ea h year and 
attract anglers from all over the 
world. The titles are hosted in 
turn by the five major fishing 
clubs: ladang, Rabaul, Kiera, 
Lae and Port More ·by. 

A common feature of Pi\lG 
waters i an abundance of 
coral reefs with sheer cliffs 
and deep undersea trenches. 
These play host to a wide vari
ety of game and reef fish. 

Black marlin and sailfish are 
common, the lauer offering 
record-breaking potential. 
Mackerel and wahoo also test 
tackle to the limit with their 
daZ7Jing speed. Big tum1m 
and a variety of cre\'ally can be 
caught all year. Barracuda, 
rainbow runners, queenfish, 
dolphin fish, yellowfin, blue
fin, mackerel, big eye, dog 
toorh and striped tuna are all 
usual. 

Sportfishing enthusiasts can 
wade extensive !lat • and cast 
to bonefi h, at Losuia on the 
Trobriand I lands. 

Reef fishing is always good 
for emperor, sweetlip, grey 
snapper, coral trout, maori 
wra se, cod and a seemingly 
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Top: Rabaul- the ideal place for a 
fresh water or sea fishing holiday. 
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enclJess variety of brilliantly 
colored coral dwellers. 

Saltwater river and creek 
fishing is popular for 
mangrove jack, trevally, tl1read
fin salmon, barracuda and 
barramundi. 

Freshwater fishing can 
justifiably claim to be the best 
in the world, patticularly the 
barramundi run on the 
Bensbach River. Transported 
along me river by outboard 
powered barges, anglers fish 
from eitiler grassy shores or 
the boats. A cast of only a few 
metres is required to locate 
fish. The barramundi range in 
size from as little as 1 kg to fish 
the size of the current record, 
a whopping 21 kg cleaned. 
These fish travel in schools 
and, once located, the action 
comes tl1ick and fast. The 
barramundi is a great sporting 
fish and his high twisting leaps 
and powerful runs provide an 
unforgettable spectacle. 

In addition to superb fishing 
in the sea and streams, PNG 
offers anglers a special bonus 
in tl1at the fishing often takes 
place in uniquely beautiful 
settings. 

At Bensbach one is never 
out of sight of deer or wallaby 
and bird life is abundant. On 
the bi ue water the locations are 
so varied that they seem like 
different worlds. 

Madang is famous for the 
beauty of its gardens and rich 
natural growth. The game club 
there looks out over an enor
mous lagoon dotted with 
many small islands. 

Rabaul is surrounded by a 
ring of volcanoes. Fishermen 
leaving Rabaul harbour often 
look up to see great cones dis
appearing into white cloud. 

Tufi is like something out of 
a fairy tale, where deep fiords 
cut back into jungle-clad 
heights and the blue sea is 
littered witil blazing coral reef 
gardens. 

There is much awaiting the 
fisherman in PNG - one of the 
few places left in tl1e world 
where fishing is still much the 
same as it was a hundred years 
ago. 



The one sure way of transporting SECURITY 
goods or money is with Wards With the Armaguard service, we can offer 

AIR & SEA CARGO 
total security and protection for payrolls. 
Armaguard lessens the risk of personal 

Whichever way it's to go, Air or Sea, Wards injury to your staff, and reduces the danger 
can make it easy for you. period of the payroll on your premises. 
We will handle the problems of pick up and Armaguard offers free on-site security 
delivery, forwarding of inward and outward advice, payroll distribution to any site, 
cargo, customs clearances, air cargo armoured car hire, 
charters, storage and packing. We can banking services, 
even handle your passport or visa security vault storage, 
problems. including after hours 
A telephone call will bring one of our access, of valuables 
experienced personnel to you, for and computer tapes. 
discussions on your specific problems. The way to security and peace of mind, ~RDS isArmaguml,so gNe us a crul. 

AIR SFA FREIGHT SERVICES, 
PI Y 1 'JD INCORPORATING ~ 

.. ARMAGUARD »T. 

PORT MORESBY RABAUL ,. ~V/ I 
Telephone 254333 or 256499 Telephone 921802 ~ , 
LAE KIETA 'T / 

Telephone423906 Telephone95llll ,, 
MT.HAGEN /I 
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The refreshing taste of 
paradise, South Pacific 
Special Export Lager. 
Now available in bottles 
and cans wherever fine 
beers are sold. 
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