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Welcome
aboard

Visitor arrivals to Papua
New Guinea have grown
significantly in the last 12
months. I am proud to attribute
this tourism growth directly to
Air Niugini's promotion efforts
in international source markets.

An example of the success of
our business and tourism
initiatives is the inaugural
scheduled direct flight to
Kansai, Osaka on 19 July.

We believe that the new
service will also result in
increased passenger and cargo
traffic from Papua New Guinea
to Japan.

This issue of Paradise
includes a story on Nara, a
popular tourist destination in
Japan. It also features a brief
rundown on the recent
successful PNG tourism and
investment roadshow to Japan.

Do take advantage of the new
service to Osaka and of our
special introductory fares on
the route. In the meantime,
enjoy our Paradise service on
your flight.

Moses Maladina
Chief Executive
and Managing Director

Q Air Niugini
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Accommodation & FREE car hire

Budget Rent A Car

Budget Rent a A Car and the
Gateway Hotel have formed a

Gateway Hotel

The Gateway is a natural hotel to
get away from it all; and for business
a great place to get it all together.

From the moment you arrive at the All for

Gateway Hotel, we have a total

great partnership that offers you
tremendous savings when you
take up our accommodation and

commitment to giving you extra * car hire package. Expect to find
care in every way with our friendly K 180 a friendly smile and great
efficient staff. Chefs dedicated to service. Your air-conditioned
presenting the best of local cuisine. ¢ Mitsubishi Lancer will be ready
Cool air-conditioned rooms, with TWl.n Share for you on arrival and we will
all the modern convenience. (K90 per person) have you behind the wheel in

Lush gardens, pools and other no time at all.

amenities, but most of all our
friendly "extra caring" people to
make your stay perfect.

*Conditions Apply
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Reservations

Phone: (675) 325 2612
Coral Sea Hotels PO Box 1215, Boroko NCD

Papua New Guinea




Birds of Paradise — The Plumes

The Plumes
The Aeroplane
The Fly

The Flower
The Birds
The Stars

Story and
photographs by
Eric Lindgren

What were these strange birds which the adventurers sailing to the far reaches of
the seven seas were bringing back? Nobody in the enlightened civilisations of
Europe of the Middle Ages had seen such creatures before.

Here were birds with no feet, flat skins
with exquisite plumes arising from their
bodies. Surely these birds could not be
like the mundane creatures which
surrounded the educated of the day —
birds which were generally bereft of
colour, and lacking the variety and
textures of these skins from abroad. No
feet? Then surely these birds were
designed to fly forever in the heavens.
Surely these must be birds of paradise?
They must sup upon the nectar of the gods
and reflect the wonders of creation.
These early skins had arrived in
Europe in the first two decades of the
Sixteenth Century. Collected by the
Portuguese who had negotiated dominion
over the western hemisphere while the
Spaniards commanded the eastern
hemisphere, the strange birds came from
the eastern parts of the Portuguese area,
Amboina in the Moluccas, and the
western parts of the Spanish range, the /le
des Poupous, or Land of the Frizzy-haired
People. This large and lush island was
named Nueva Guinea by Spaniard Ortiz
de Retes in 1545 because it reminded him
of the land of Guinea in Africa. To him,
the people resembled those of Guinea
with their teased and frizzy topknots.

The way the people of Nueva Guinea
prepared their trophy bird skins for
ceremonies was so unusual. After the
body was skinned the legs were cut off. A
springy bamboo stick was shoved into the
body cavity and expanded to stretch the
skin so that it would dry flat. The head
was generally pointed down. The
short piece of bamboo reaching out
of the mouth made a convenient
handle for carrying or, more
importantly, for sticking in an
armband or in the frizzy hairdo so
that the delicate plumes waved about
in a mesmerising manner.

In Europe too these lovely plumes
became prized possessions.
Beginning in the early 1600s, a noble
was not a noble unless he had a set of
skins in his private collection. These
collections, incidentally, were the
precursors of the modern-day
museum, long before the State had
sufficient finance or will to build such
establishments. The mania for bird of
paradise skins reached its height in the
second half of the 1800s and the first
two decades of the 1900s. The trade
in skins reached such phenomenal
heights that imports into England,

The Collectibles

France and Germany were measured in
tonnes and every lady of fashion had
plumes in her hair.

An end came to this trade following
growing pressure from Societies for Bird
Protection in Europe and the Americas
towards the end of World War I. The rise
of photography as a medium of
communication assisted in this demise.
Widespread use was made of photographs
of the volume of the imports and of
emotional pictures of dying egret and
heron chicks whose parents had been
slaughtered for their Aigrertes, a
euphemism for the filamentous plumes
which these birds assumed only during
breeding time and used for display and
pair bonding. Ironic that these prized
feathers were used by ladies for their own
enhancement and embellishment — the
same reason the living birds had used
them! The aigrettes were very like the
bird of paradise plumes, no doubt the
source of their appeal.

Growing numbers of collectors began
to send live specimens of birds of paradise
back to the zoos of their homelands. These
live birds from the Isle of the Frizzy-
haired Peoples were destined to make
other impacts in Western Society.

Below: The male Raggiana Bird of
Paradise Top of page: Its plumes




Birds of Paradise — The Aeroplane
1923 was an eventful year in the history of
the United States Army Air Corps. In July
of that year the US Secretary of War
accepted a proposal from one of the Air
Corps’ most celebrated aviators, General
Billy Mitchell, for a round-the-world flight
to demonstrate the Army’s capabilities to its
political masters. The flight, using aircraft
built by the Douglas Corporation, lasted
175 days. The fliers were hailed as heroes.
But the next US budget saw funds reduced
to the Air Corps and the decision was made
to undertake another flight to bring home
the point that aircraft were here to stay. In
June 1927 the Army sent a Fokker C-2
transport plane named The Bird of Paradise
on this mission. Its job was to fly from
Oakland Field in California westward to
Honolulu to accomplish the longest over-
water flight made to that date, some
4000km, in a single engined aircraft.

The flight took about 26 hours and
tested the feasibility of using radio
direction-finding ~ equipment  and
instrument flight rules. It was a success.
The two aviators responsible, Pilot Lt
Lester Maitland and Co-pilot Lt Albert
Hegenberger, wrote a milestone report
which led to the Air Corps abandoning
many entrenched attitudes of the past, and
propelled aviation well into the future.

Birds of Paradise — The Fly

It isn’t really a fly, one of the 150,000 or
so species of true flies of the Order
Diptera, but never mind, everyone calls it
afly. It certainly has two wings, like the
real flies, but the similarity ends there.

Left: The Bird of Paradise circles
Wheeler Field on Hawaii after its
4000km journey from California.
Below: Maitland and Hegenberger,
pilot and navigator of the flight of the
Bird of Paradise

‘The Bird of
Paradise Fly
is actually
the male
of a bug.’

The Bird of Paradise Fly is actually the
male of a bug, in the Order Hemiptera.
But it is like a Bird of Paradise for at
the end of the abdomen are a series of
waxy filaments which may extend longer
than its body length and are of a shiny
silvery appearance. The function of these

‘plumes’ is uncertain but may be related to
display to the female. Unlike the tiny and
delicate male, the female is fat and purple,
like a large blob of liver. She has no wings
and thus cannot fly. She lies stationary in
a sheltered position usually beneath a
flake of bark and exudes a strong scent
with which to attract the male.

Called Mealy Bugs for the white
flour-like exudate covering the female’s
body, the species is a close relative of
the Cottony Cushion Scale, a pest of
citrus orchards throughout the world.
Like these scale insects the female
Mealy Bug sucks sap from the host
plant. The male probably never feeds at
all, serving the function purely to
fertilise the female, then die.

Left: The male Bird of Paradise Fly from
Western Australia— more colourful
adults are found in the eastern states of

Australia.
Photo by Eric McCrum



Birds of Paradise —

The Collectibles

Some of the most prized collectibles in
the field of numismatics are the gold
and silver coins of the German Neu
Guinea Compagnie.

In the late 1800s when the passion
for empire ran hot amongst the great
nations of Europe, England and
Germany decided to carve up the
eastern half of the island of New
Guinea and surrounding islands
between them. What is now Papua
New Guinea was divided such that the
southern and south eastern corner
became a Protectorate of the British,
while the northern shores and the
islands of the Bismarck Archipelago
became the responsibility of the
German Empire. The border to the east,
between the German Protectorate and
the  British  Solomons  Islands
Protectorate, was drawn between
Bougainville and the Solomons — the
origin of much of the current troubles.

To exploit the wealth of tropical
products in this new colony, the German
Government assigned its development to
the German New Guinea Company. This
was a private organisation with the charter
to establish plantations at suitable
locations throughout the Territory to grow
tropical spices and fruits, chief among
them coconuts, used principally in the
production of soap. To keep the economy
separate from that of European Germany
and its other colonies in the Pacific region,
the Company was issued authority to mint
its own money, in values ranging from
copper Pfennigs, silver Half to Five
Marks, and Gold Ten and Twenty Marks.
The largest of these coins, the silver Five
Marks, features a bird of paradise on the
obverse, and quickly became prized as
one of the beautiful coins of the world.

This coin still has that reputation and
regularly commands high prices when
rare specimens come up for auction in the
numismatic world. The gold Ten and
Twenty Marks have values in the tens of
thousands of dollars. A  proof or

uncirculated specimen may command
$50,000 from the true collector.
Following World War 1 the German
colony of Neu Guinea was mandated to
Australia by the League of Nations for
administrative purposes. The Territory of

Both sides of the silver Five Mark of the
German Neu Guinea Companie. This
large size coin was used as Trade
Dollars in the Far East. This is a
popular coin with collectors.

The twopenny stamp of the 1931
Pictorial series issued in Papua
remained in circulation until 1942.

New Guinea maintained a separate status
until after World War II when it was
amalgamated with Papua under the
Australian administration. Between the
wars both Papua and New Guinea issued
separate stamp series. Both featured a
bird of paradise.

New Guinea in August 1931
commenced its first series — One Penny
green through to One Pound olive-grey
and each dated 1921-1931. These were
also issued overprinted AIRMAIL (in
1931) to accommodate the burgeoning
aerial services flying to the New Guinea
goldfields. Again they were overprinted
OS and used on OFFICIAL SERVICE
(August 1931). A similar series, without
dates, was issued in June 1932 and an
imprint block of two halfpenny stamps
without the AIRMAIL overprint is one of
the rarest of the stamps of New Guinea.
The final bird of paradise stamp for New
Guinea was issued with the same design
in 1935 to commemorate the Silver
Jubilee of King George Fifth, overprinted
His Majesty’s Jubilee. 1910-1935.

Papua issued its own stamps pre-
WWIL Initially stamps from the State of
Queensland were used in the colony.
Collectors seek those with genuine
Papuan Post Office cancelling. Samarai
and Port Moresby are the principal post
marks represented in collections. After
1901 stamps for British New Guinea were
printed. These were overprinted Papua in
1906 when Australia officially renamed
the colony Papua.

By 1907 Papua began to issue its own
stamps in a style similar to those of New
Guinea. The main feature of the design
was a lakatoi canoe, this being retained
until 1932. Both OS and AIRMAIL
overprints reflect the dominant themes of
Government business and the role of the
aeroplane in the Territory. In 1932 the
earlier definitive lakatoi series was
withdrawn from sale and a new series
featuring differing designs was issued.
The prettiest of these is the twopenny
stamp showing a bird of paradise flying
above a pig’s tusk. The border of
perforated shell money and the cowry
shell mirror natural materials used for
trade by Papuans before World War IL
This was the last series of Papuan stamps,
being withdrawn in 1942 in the early days
of the Pacific War. AT



Birds of Paradise — The Flower
Strelitzia nicolai, the Bird of Paradise
Flower, is one of six species in this genus
which is widely cultivated in tropical and
semi-tropical gardens. It is a native of
South Africa. Like most species of this
genus, it does not like heavy soils or
waterlogged roots. Named for the bird-
like appearance of the flower and bracts
and the beak which these successively
arise from, the group is also known as
Crane Flowers. The flower head is very
like the head of the long-legged Crowned
Crane of South and central Africa. The
leaves of Strelitzia are rather like those of
Heliconia species being long, broad and
upright on a stout stem.

The plant grows in dense clumps and
a specimen with many flowering heads is
a spectacular sight. Because the roots can
be divided easily it is an easy species to
propagate, providing its origins in the
drier areas of South Africa are
acknowledged and it is not over loved.

Popular with gardeners, the Bird of Paradise flower is a hardy perennial plant from

South Africa.

The Raggiana Bird of Paradise, from
Gould's monograph on The Birds of New
Guinea published during the 19th Century

Birds of Paradise — The Birds

Papua New Guinea’s bird of paradise is
doubtless the Raggiana. This is the
common species of the lowland forests
throughout the eastern half of New
Guinea island and Papua New Guinea
can rightly claim it as its own. Hybrids
occur in the wild, however, and a
mingling of genes takes place with

Goldie’s Bird of Paradise, superficially
similiar to Raggiana

similar species occurring in the border
areas with Irian Jaya. Unlike the gaudy
male which uses its plumage to
establish supremacy over its rivals in
what is known as lek behaviour, the
female is a dull bird with sole
responsibility for rearing the young.
The male is too busy convincing other
females to mate with him!

The true Papua New Guinean
filamentous-plumed bird, though, is
Goldie’s Bird of Paradise. Found on
Fergusson and Normanby Islands in the
D’Entrecasteaux Archipelago in the
south-east of the country, this species was
first recorded by Andrew Goldie when
collecting for the British Museum of
Natural History in 1883. The species
prefers upland areas on the islands. A
much dissected volcanic peak, Fergusson
is hard to traverse and the bird remained
undiscovered long after the lowland
plumed species had been made known to
science. Goldie’s Bird of Paradise is
similar to Raggiana and no doubt
originated from the same stock separated
by time and habitat.

Perhaps the strangest Bird of Paradise,
in terms of its adornment, does not live in
New Guinea at all. This is Wallace’s
Standard Wing, a 25cm  species which is
found on the Indonesian islands of
Halmahera and Batjan. It congregates
into leks similar to those of the plumed
birds of paradise. Here it waves in the air
above its body the strange series of flag-
like plumes which stick out of the bend of
the wing. In doing so, it looks very untidy
or unorganised with all these little bits of
white hovering above its body, like paper
streamers blowing in the wind. But if that
is what is needed to captivate a female,
then why not?



Wallace’s standard-wing has plumes
arising from its wings. These are found
nowhere else in the bird world.

Birds of Paradise — Elsewhere
As a result of the unrestricted import of
bird of paradise skins into Europe during
the early 1900s, a growing public
awareness of the need for conservation of
the various species arose. One individual
with the motivation and the finance to act
upon this was Sir William Ingram, the

proposed to liberate a group of Greater
Bird of Paradise so that they could breed
up and continue the species should the
millinery trade decimate them in the wild.

Between 1909-12 forty-seven birds

- had been hberated on the lsland. Today,

reputation of being haunted. Strange
goings on have meant that it is little
visited, to the benefit of the birds. The
occasional storm has transported
individuals to mainland Tobago, but there
is little chance of them breeding there
unless a male and female move, and
because it is densely inhabited by humans.
The future of the birds on Little Tobago is
uncertain, but with the burgeoning human
population throughout the region their
future is doubtful.

Birds of Paradise —The Stars

If you check an atlas of the southern skies,
there, tucked away among a cluster of
major constellations, you will find a minor
group of stars with an exotic name — The
Bird of Paradise Constellation. 1 leave it
to you to search for this on a clear
cloudless night.

Dr.  Eric

Lindgren is a retired

~environmental scientist who worked in

Papua New Guinea for

service and exceptional facilities.
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Nestled in tropical gardens, the Lae International Hotel

offers you resort style luxury, exquisite food, impeccable

Doy Do
cerd /7// 7%
Why not stay with us on your next business trip or holiday. 5
INTERNATIONAL
HOTEL

We offer 100 beautiful rooms including 3 suites, Convention

rooms, 3 Restaurants , Bars and so much more!

Tropical balmy nights and sun drenched days. Relax and

A Touch of Paradise

4th Street.Lae

Papua New Guinea
Phone (675) 472 2000

enjoy the best. You deserve it. Fax (675) 472 2534




WE'VE INSURED
YOU HAVE
WORLDWIDE
SUPPORT

Kila Bowring Insurances
will now be known as
Kila Marsh-& McLennan Pty Ltd.
This change is recognition of
the importance of Papua New

Guinea in the insurance world.

So while we continue to

develop insurance services for

local, Papua New Guinean

companies and individuals,
we have become an integral
part of the global Marsh &

McLennan network.

This makes Kila Marsh &
McLennan able to combine our
unique local knowledge with
the most comprehensive range
of international insurance ideas

and risk management for the

benefit of Papua New Guineans. Marsh & MCLennan

5th Floor, Champion Plaza, Champion Parade
PO Box 920, Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea
Telephone (675) 321 1811 Facsimile (675) 321 1324
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SERIK ART IS

ALIVE AND WELL

N LAE

he Sepik area is renown world
I wide for the richness and
diversity of its artifacts. Not
everyone who lives in or visits Papua
New Guinea is fortunate enough to
have the opportunity to travel through
the Sepik, but that need not prevent
anyone from purchasing some of the
area’s amazing variety of artifacts.
Many Sepik carvers live and work in
other areas of the country and one such
group is in Lae.

Prominent among Sepik carvers in
Lae is Theo Able. Theo first left the
Sepik in the 1960s to work in the
plywood mill in Bulolo, but has been
living in Lae and commuting between
Lae, Port Moresby and the Sepik since
1976. Now in his fifties, Theo comes
from Kambaramba, a village resting on
stilts on the Kambaramba Barat in the
lower Sepik, near Angoram. Although
many other people in his village do
carve, very few apart from Theo make a
living as full time carvers.

Story and photographs
by Margaret Stevenson

Theo produces a range of artifacts, but
it is his masks which are particularly
impressive. One of his recent creations is
a magnificent ancestral mask nearly two
metres in height. (Photo on right shows
Theo holding this mask.) This wooden
mask is overlaid with cowrie shells and
tiny white nassa shells, better known in
Tok Pisin as tambu.

The mask is covered in the traditional
Sepik fashion using charcoal, burnt lime
and tree oil. Cone shells decorate the
forehead and cheeks, and the teeth are
genuine crocodile. For the nose Theo has
used pig tusks; the headdress is made of
chicken and cassowary feathers. Unlike
most of Theo’s masks, the beard is not
made of the usual local grasses, but of an
old shipping rope which he found on the
beach in Lae. The beard also bears one of
Theo’s more recent, distinctive trademarks
— an extra long, rectangular tuft at the
bottom. The ear tassels too are made of
rope, held together at the top by large,
round seeds. It took Theo over a month to

Godfried Sangur
with a head he
carved from
driftwood

complete the mask and it is his most
impressive piece to date. He is currently
working on a number of bawal masks.
These are wooden replicas of the framed
basketry masks which are used to decorate
the back of the haus tambarans in
Kambaramba village.

Another of Lae’s more notable Sepik
craftsmen is Godfried Sangur from
Maramba village in the Middle Sepik.
Although he has been in Lae for over 15
years it is only in the last seven that he has
been carving full time. While Godfried
makes the traditional ancestral figures, he
has also branched out to create some very
unusual sculptures, his ‘dream’ pieces.
One currently on sale is a head, which
provides a tacit reminder of head hunting
days gone by. Godfried carved it from a
piece of driftwood which he found on the
coast around Lae. Another sculpture that
Godfried produced recently depicts a
sleeping boy enmeshed in a struggle for
survival between a python, a bird and a
frog (shown below). This almost life size
and somewhat bizarre sculpture is the
result of another of Godfried’s dreams.




Above: John Wesley beginning work on
an Angriman village mask
Right: One of John’s Angriman masks

For those seeking a more traditional
souvenir of Papua New Guinea, John
Wesley might be a craftsman more to their
liking. Wesley is from Angriman in the
Middle Sepik and is one of about ten
carvers in Lae who make traditional
ancestral Angriman masks. With Wesley,
carving is a family tradition, with not only

Below: Gerard Len starting to carve an
ancestral figure Right: Man and two boys
carved by Gerard. Far right: Small figure
carved by Gerard. (Photo by Robin Leahy)

his father and grandfather being carvers,
but his great grandfather too. Although he
left the Sepik in 1968, it is only since 1985
that he has been making masks full time.
The intricately patterned Angriman masks
are usually made of yellow beech and the
tradition of embedding them with shells
stems from the days of trade between

Angriman and the coastal areas.
Traditionally the masks were set in a
bamboo frame and were often used for
frightening children who misbehaved and
for keeping children away from the
initiation ceremonies.

But while many of Lae’s Sepik carvers
have been in the city for many years, there
is a new generation of younger carvers
arriving. Gerard Len is typical of these.
He, like Godfried, is from the village of
Maramba in the Middle Sepik. Gerard
concentrates on carving ancestral figures
and while he produces many of the
smaller ones, he also has a number of
much larger figures to his credit. Despite
the fact that he has only been in Lae a
relatively short time he has made a good
name for himself among the local people.

Anyone wishing to meet any of these
carvers and see their work may contact
them through Robin Leahy at the
Melanesian Art Centre, where a selection
of their work and that of many other Sepik
carvers is on sale.

Melanesian Art Centre Old Airport
Terminal Building (adjacent to Air
Niugini offices) in Lae is open Monday to
Friday from 9am to 4.30pm and from 9am
to 12.30pm on Saturdays.

Phone 472 1602

Margaret Stevenson teaches at the
International School of Lae.




CALL HOME FROM
PAPUA NEW GUINEA

To access AT&T Direct™ Service from Papua New Guinea dial

0507 12880

AIKT offers you an easy way to call from Papua New Guinea to
your friends and family in the US. Simply follow the steps below:

1 Ifyouare calling froma hotel, first get an outside line.
2 Dial 0507 12880.

3 Follow instructions on the voice prompt or hold for an 1{
Al&I Operator. :

AIRT of fers convenient billing, whether to your AI&I Calling Card, T'-
AIRT Universal Card, or by calling collect if you are calling the US.

For AI&I" Customer Service, simply dial the access number |
and ask for Global Customer Service. b

ATal

(i

Call now and tell them
all about it!



AIr Niugini
Air Niugini is pleased to welcome you on
board. Our friendly flight attendants will

endeavour to make your journey comfortable
and safe. We ask that you acquaint yourself

with the following features of our service.

TAKEOFF AND LANDING

Ensure that your seat is in the upright position
during takeoff and landing. Folding tables must be
returned to their original position in the seat back or
in the armrest.

SAFETY FIRST

Your seatbelt must be securely fastened during
takeoff and landing or whenever the seatbelt sign
is on. When the seatbelt sign is off, you may move
about the cabin as necessary. However, while
seated, keep your seatbelt fastened securely in case
of unexpected turbulence.

SMOKING
Smoking is not permitted on any Air Niugini flight.

BEFORE YOU LEAVE
Please check your seat pocket before you disembark
to ensure you have not left any items of value.

ENTERTAINMENT

A movie and a selection of music including
classical, modern, country and local are available on
international services. Programmes can be found in
the inflight entertainment section of this magazine.

HAND LUGGAGE
Please ensure that your luggage is placed in the
overhead locker or under the seat in front of you.

PILLOWS AND BLANKETS
On international flights, pillows and blankets are
available on request from cabin attendants.

CHILDREN AND BABIES

Our flight attendants will provide a Paradise Kit that
includes a colouring book and pencils, games and
puzzles. The flight attendants will also be pleased to
assist in preparing your baby’s food and bottle. Baby
food and diapers are available on international flights.

ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT

Cellular telephones, TV receivers or radio
controlled devices are not to be used at any time
on board an aircraft. Electronic devices such as
portable computers, compact discs or cassette
players and video games can be used only when the
seatbelt sign is switched off.
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It’s Perfectly Clear...

Thousands of people and
tonnes of equipment were flown
into the Lake Kutubu region to
develop Papua New Guinea’s first
commercial oil field. Yet today Lake
Kutubu remains as beautiful as ever.
That’s because people cared as

much about protecting the
environment as they did about
finding oil for Papua New Guinea.
Now Papua New Guinea is enjoying
the benefits of being an oil exporter
and having ancestral lands protected
by people who do care.

m PNG's First Oil Development
Chevron Niugini Pty Ltd PO Box 842, Port Moresby

Papua New Guinea Tel: (675) 321 1088
Fax: (675) 322 5566 Telex: NE 22305

CREATIVE PROFESSIONALS 3375




_— ‘ K
@ TELEOM Mok L

b

TODAY, PARTS OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA REMAINS MYSTERIOUS AND UNTOUCHED BY THE OUTSIDE
WORLD. WITH OVER 700 LANGUAGES, DIVERSE CULTURE, TOWERING MOUNTAINS, TROPICAL RAIN
FORESTS, WILD LIFE AND COUNTLESS EXCITING PLACES, IT IS NO WONDER PAPUA NEW GUINEA
BOASTS A TROPICAL PARADISE FOR ADVENTURES AND DISCOVERIES...

YOU DON’T HAVE TO SPEAK OUR 700 PLUS LANGUAGES OR CLIMB OUR TOWERING MOUNTAINS, IT IS
ALL AN ADVENTURE IN ITSELF.. BUT ONE THING IS FOR SURE, YOU WILL HAVE IT ALL IN YOUR HANDS.

citi studio 97039

For further information write to:

Payphone Business Unit

WE AT TELIKOM WANT TO MAKE CERTAIN THAT YOU EXPERIENCE THESE ADVENTURES AND DISCOV- P.O. Box 351 Waigani. NCD. Papua New Guinea.
ERIES WITHOUT BEING THERE. FOR THESE REASONS WE BRING TO YOU A WIDE VARIETY OF SUBJECTS Phone: (675) 300 5093Fax: (675) 300 5060
DEPICTED ON OUR PHONECARDS JUST FOR YOU. SOME OF THESE EXCITING SUBJECTS ARE: SUPERB

FLORA AND FAUNA , DIVERSE TRADITIONS AND CULTURES, UNIQUE WILDLIFE AND MARINE SPECIES,

SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND ECONOMICAL DEVELOPMENT, NATIONAL HERITAGE AND LAND MARKS, UNLIM- {/3 TELII(OM pNG Ltd
et

ITED WORK OF ARTS AND CRAFTS, AND THE LIST GOES ON.. EVEN SURPRISES TOO!



Story and photographs by

Keith Briggs

s it nuzzles its mother for
sustenance the newborn piglet
as no idea that it and its siblings
will grow to become part of the very
foundation of Highland society. If sired
by a predominantly white boar it will be
more highly prized than if just a black pig
like those in the wild. If the boar had been
loaned by his owner to mate with the sow,
one of the litter will be given to him as
payment. A well regarded boar can gain
many piglets for his owner in this way.

In closely populated areas like the Tari
valley in the Southern Highlands of Papua
New Guinea most families don’t own
large areas of land, but have to keep pigs
because they are the very currency of life
and death. With limited land from which
to feed the family, people have to keep
their pigs confined in small covered pens
to prevent them destroying the family
garden. They have to be fed and watered
by hand and tended carefully.

Sweet potatoes are the staple of
Highland people. Smaller or second grade
potatoes are cooked and fed to the pigs.
Women and children have the
responsibility of caring for the family herd.

‘Virtually all forms of
compensation involve

the payment of pigs.’

Each morning the women release the
pigs and take them to their gardens, which
are often some distance from the house.
There they are tethered and allowed to
root in the ground for worms and forage
for tender roots in old gardens while the
women heap the fallowed soil into
mounds ready for the new crop.

With their strong snouts the pigs
‘cultivate’ large areas of ground,
consuming the worms, with the resultant
impoverishment of the soil. In the
afternoons the animals lead the way home,
picking at any morsel by the roadside as
they go. A family may have from five to
twenty pigs depending on how much land
they own. ’

Women
planting new
sweet potato
garden while
pig forages
and digs.

Far left: Bliss! Sleeping while mother
kills ticks.

Left: Releasing pigs from their house
prior to taking them to the garden
Above: Coming home from the garden

Deep ditches crisscrossing the
country form property boundaries and
drain the gardens during the wet
season. They serve as tracks in which
people and their animals travel
without encroaching on another’s
land. These walls and ditches are
cleverly made, requiring considerable
strength and skill. In the old days they
were used as corridors through which
men at war could move quickly and
undetected from place to place to
outwit the enemy. Deep, narrow

ditches can be so completely covered
by tall overhanging pitpit (edible
grass) that they are invisible from a
few metres away.




Pigs for bride price payment with group discussing the deal

People in bush areas are considered
fortunate and rich because their pigs live
and feed in the forest, so need very little
supplementary feeding. Pigs to be turned
out to forage for themselves are hand fed
when they are young and made into pets
so they don’t become wild. Their ears are
cut in a distinctive way for identification
to prevent their being mistaken for wild
ones and shot by men out hunting.

When a young man wishes to marry,
as his bride price he must amass the
number of pigs stipulated by the girl’s
family. The number depends on whether
the girl is educated and whether the man
has a well paid job. In such cases the price
will be higher than for uneducated or
unemployed people. No man could
supply the number needed to obtain a wife
so relatives and friends contribute. They
will have been helped in the past
themselves or will be in future, so there
are a lot of people involved in the
discussions about who will marry whom.
The average bride price in the Huli area is
ten to thirteen each of large, medium and
small pigs, a total of thirty to thirty-nine.
The girl’s mother will receive about K500
for having brought her up. To reimburse
them for school fees paid, the girl’s
parents will ask up to K2,500, particularly
if air fares were incurred to get the girl to
a distant High School. As well, cash
amounts of K2,000 to K3,000 are part of
the bride price.

On the day the bride price is to be paid
the groom’s line bring the pigs to the girl’s
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relatives, where both the bride and groom
are in attendance. Bride price items have to
be fully approved by all. Many bride price
payments have resulted in serious fights
over pigs considered unsatisfactory. Such
dissension is usually sorted out to
everyone’s satisfaction, often with some
placatory exchange of money. The girl’s
father and mother each claim about half of
the pigs. Clan members who have
contributed bride wealth in the past are
repaid on these occasions and happily lead
their new pigs home, so the parents may
end up with only a few. Once the pigs have
been distributed the couple are considered
married as far as payment is concerned.

The girl then goes to the groom’s home
place to be cared for by chaperones for a
few weeks, after which time the family will
kill a pig for a small feast, and the young
couple begin living together.

The word for divorce is literally ‘the
pulling back of the pigs’. Because of the
complexity of pulling back the pigs so
widely distributed after the bride price has
been paid, marriages were relatively
stable in traditional society.

Virtually all forms of compensation
involve the payment of pigs. When
someone has been killed there is usually
fighting followed by peace talks that
result in negotiation to settle the matter.
An initial payment of about sixty to
seventy killed and dressed pigs is made
by the murderer’s line to the victim’s
family to ‘cool the anger’. Later there
will be a great gathering of people to
witness the payment of live pigs to
compensate for the death. The figure
asked for such compensation could be up
to six hundred pigs. In practice it is
usually less as some people substitute
money for their contribution. Instead of
a piglet a man may give ten or fifteen
Kina or more, so that a proportion of the
compensation, although quoted and
calculated in pigs, is actually cash. The
whole line contributes to pay the penalty
so that in effect everyone shares the
punishment of the one.

Pigs are paid as compensation if there
is a road accident, wilful damage to
property or persons, gardens or fruit trees.

Huli people going to a payment of pigs to compensate a death




To celebrate baptisms, birthdays, the
opening of a school, church, medical aid
post or government building pigs form the
basis of a lavish mumu, a feast cooked in
a ground oven. Pigs are killed by clubbing
them high up on the snout. The bristles
are singed off on newly blazing fires and
the carcasses laid out in long rows ready
for butchering. The fires are then stoked
to heat stones with which to cook the
feast. When large numbers are being
killed there is great activity with pigs
squealing, people yelling, stones
exploding on the fires, dogs yelping, wood
being split and a great pall of smoke rising
from the busy scene. Nothing is wasted.
The intestines are washed by pouring and
blowing water through them. They are
filled with chopped meat scraps and
greens to become sausages.

Once the fires have died down the red
hot stones, handled with wooden tongs
made from split saplings, are arranged in
the shallow pits where they were heated,
and covered with layers of banana leaves.
Next edible ferns are spread thickly over
the leaves and the dressed carcasses and
other items to be cooked are laid on the
ferns. These absorb much of the fat as the
meat cooks so are a choice item at a feast.

More leaves cover the meat and
vegetables and finally a layer of soil is
spaded over the whole to contain the heat
and steam, to ensure the cooking is as
efficient as possible. Mumus are let cook
for three or four hours.

Preparation of the pigs, chickens, corn and vegetables as well as the heating of
the stones for mumu feasts.




Above left: Pouring and blowing water through pig’s intestines
to clean them before making sausages or cooking them to eat
Above right: Filling bamboos with meat trimmings and
intestines to cook over fire

When the mumu pits are opened much of the meat is distributed
to people to whom debts are owed, so usually only a small portion of
the vast amount of meat is consumed at the actual event. Even at the
opening of a church or medical centre the owners of the pigs cut the
meat and call the names of those to whom repayments are to be
made.

Gestures which signal that the Very Important Pig has fulfilled its
purpose in society are the satisfied wiping of mouths with the backs
of wrists and the removal of grease from the hands on tufts of dry
grass. About the only thing that endures is the brush of the tail which
becomes part of the traditional dress and decoration of the men.

Keith Briggs has lived in the Southern Highlands for many years,
working with the Evangelical Church of Papua New Guinea.

I am going to
diea VP!




SHORT STORY COMPETITION

he response to the Short Story
I Competition has been remarkable,
especially by school and tertiary
students.  Of the 120 contributions
received, 60% were from students. The
response by males was much higher than
that of females — 94 stories were written
by boys or men and only 26 by girls or
women. The large majority of entries
came from two areas — the Highlands
and the Sepik.

An analysis of the subject matter of
the stories is interesting. Oral history is
clearly still playing an important role in
culture today — 48 (40%) of the stories
recounted legends, customs or other
traditional stories. The next largest
category was ‘social commentaries’ — 19
quite  well-written  pieces  about
contemporary social issues or events such
as landslides, the Rabaul volcano
eruption and the civil war in
Bougainville, and 24 ‘essays’, mostly
homilies about morality and perceived
evil influences in society. Six of the
stories were about ‘life and love’, and 5
discussed environmental issues. Seven
stories were biographical or family-
based, and the remaining 11 were
‘creative’, depicting imaginary subjects,
events or fantasy.

The judges found it quite difficult to
agree on the prize-winners for the
categories of ‘Best Story’ and ‘Runner-
up’. We have decided to refer our short-
list to a literary expert, and the major
prize-winners will be announced in the
next issue. Many of the stories entered in
the Competition will be published in due
course. So even if you don’t win a prize,
many of you will have your story
published over the next year and will then
receive payment for your contribution to
the magazine.

In this issue we publish one winning
story — the best story by a school student
and another entry by an adult. We have
chosen to publish Steven Gimbo’s story
because we found it highly amusing and
topical. We wonder how many of our
readers will relate to Waimba’s dilemna
when they reflect the antics of many
candidates in the recent election
campaign!

The winner of the Best Story by a
School Student is JUNIOR MOINA,
a year 9 student at Kundiawa
International Primary School.

Congratulations Junior!

How Sugar Cane Came
To Papua New Guinea

Adapted from a traditional story by Junior Moina

arkar Island is a little island floating in the sea off Madang. Lots of trees, beautiful
birds and other animals enjoy the life there. In the time of the ancestors only one
woman lived on Karkar in a tiny house right on top of a hill. Her name was Biti.

Beside her house flowed a cold clean river coming down from the high mountains.
Everyday Biti went there to collect the water she needed for the day. She carried the water
in a big black pot and took it to her garden so that she could cook her food.

In front of her house was a tall young strong galip tree in which lived her only friend,
a bright red parrot called Pek. Every morning he flew down to the old woman’s house with
a beak full of galip nuts for their breakfast.

Pek was a very clever parrot as he knew all the names of the different plants and what
they could be used for. Because of the friendly parrot, Biti was never lonely and she
enjoyed her life on the island.

People from the mainland would sail across to the island to hunt for the animals which
lived there, and they would also go to the old woman to ask for advice on how to cure their
sicknesses. Pek always knew the juices of the plant they needed and would bring it to the
old woman. When visitors came he would hide, staring down at them as he knew some
people would try to kill him.

One night Biti had a strange dream. She dreamt that her good friend Pek was going to
fly away into the bush to stay with his family. This worried her so much that she woke up
suddenly and stayed awake until she saw the tiny gleam of light that meant the dawn was
breaking. She rushed out of her door and stood under the tree.

‘Pek! Pek! Are you there? Are you-all right? Pek, Pek, Oh Pek please are you there?’

As she cried out she saw some hunters outside the back of her house. One of them had
an arrow aimed right at Pek, and as the words came out of her mouth the arrow flew right
into his chest, and with a thud he fell down dead at her feet.

Biti took a deep breath and her eyes opened wide. She started beating her chest and
rolling on the ground, crying in a sad tone.

‘Oh Pek, Pek please wake up,’ she wailed and the tears came running down her wrinkly
cheeks.

The hunters suddenly realised what they had done and were very sad.

They dug a hole right in front of Biti’s door and buried Pek there. Biti was so worried
that for the whole day she couldn’t eat.

That night she had another strange dream. Pek appeared to her.

‘My friend, please watch my grave carefully because a new plant will grow from my
feathers that will always remind you of me. It is my last gift to you.” As he finished
speaking he disappeared into the darkness.

A week passed by and each day Biti tended Pek’s grave. Then one morning she saw a
strange little plant poking its head out of the ground. This plant looked different from any
she had seen before. It had long straight green leaves and red stems.

When it was fully grown Biti wondered what she should do with it. First she got some
of the leaves and cooked them but they were too strong to eat. Then she tried crushing the
stems to make medicine but this also didn’t work.

She sat beside the grave looking at the plant and scratching her head. ‘ I wonder what
Pek wants me to do with this plant?’ she thought.

That night she had another dream. Pek was there again and he told her all about the
strange plant, how to replant it and how to eat it.

Next morning Biti couldn’t wait to follow Pek’s instructions. She cut off the stem right
at the bottom, took the new leaves and replanted them to make new shoots. Then she took
the middle stem, removed the tough skin with her teeth and began to chew the soft inside
part. The sweet juice trickled out and she cried, “Wow, what a nice taste!” She was so
excited as she set off the next morning for the mainland carrying her new plant.



As she entered the village all the
people gathered round wondering
what she was carrying.

‘I want you to try this new
plant,” she said. ‘I think you
will like it very much.’ B

She cut off pieces and 5
handed them round. W%
Everyone thought that it was
delicious and that night there
was a celebration in honour of
Biti and the new plant she had
found.

And that’s how sugar cane came to Papua New Guinea.

The Least Corrupt!

by Steven Mavii Gimbo

aimba was confused who to vote for this coming election.

He didn’t believe so much in politics, and the affairs of the
country were too much for him. He was a simple villager whose
daily activities were centred around simple subsistence living —
daily food and vegetables, clothes, shelter, his wife and their two
pigs. He had heard that their present Member of Parliament, Kru
Mambu, is the one most likely to win this election, but should he
also vote for him?

Many of Kru Mambu’s supporters said he had done a lot for
his people. But he, Waimba, son of Sino Kura of Heznahafen,
didn’t see or experience any of Kru Mambu’s so-called
‘development’. All that he had heard was that the Member had
given out large sums of money to his supporters. For the last four
years Waimba had heard nothing about Kru Mambu but suddenly
this year, Kru Mambu was in the air. The wind seemed to blow
his name everywhere and he was said to be giving out money to
his followers.

He thought about asking Kru Mambu for some money but
then he remembered what those students from Port Moresby (he
couldn’t remember what school they came from) were saying last
year when they went around in groups to all the villages. These
young people were telling them about politics and elections and
government but Waimba was not interested. After all, the
government does not feed, clothe or shelter him and his wife, or
the countless number of people like them.

What caught his attention was the talk one of these fine
young men gave about election time when all the politicians will
come and throw grand parties, hand out money and give people
all the ‘grease and butter” talk. The young man said that that is
corruption. He said that when these politicians are elected, they
do not live up to their election promises. He said that corrupt
people will try to buy our votes or throw big parties to entertain
us so that we will be impressed and in turn vote for them. The
students told the people to ‘scale and weigh’ the candidates and
vote for one who is a good leader, has wisdom, is not corrupt and
is a true Christian. Waimba kept that in mind because election
time was near and people were talking about Kru Mambu, or this
candidate, or that candidate — the number seemed unending.
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For a simple
villager, politics
and its intricacies,
the complicated |
political terms, the
reforms, the
passage of a bill
and so on, didn’t
interest him.
These were too
much for his
uneducated
brains, but he had
learnt enough to
know that ‘Kan’stusen’ or ‘mama lo’ is constitution. He
understood, or so he thought, that when election time comes, so
many people will be contesting to win a seat in the Parliament or
‘Haus Man’ where they will be given a lot of money that they are
supposed to use for development in the area where they are ‘Big
Man’. He knew that Members who do not bring development
into their areas should not be sent into the ‘House” again. Other
people like them should also not be sent in because they are bad
and greedy.

Waimba also knew that as a voter, he should not put an “X’
for candidates who try to bribe him with money and pig meat
from parties. He knew that it was wrong to take bribes. But
being simple and poor, he and his wife didn’t have the will-power
to resist the temptation.

First Kru Mambu came with his group of supporters and he -
gave Waimba K40 to buy some store goods. Then Joe Longlong
came and offered K50 which they accepted. A week later, John
Dokmann came and gave them K30 to buy some new clothes.
Finally, just two weeks before the election, Ali Forog threw a big
party at the village and Waimba and his wife received a big
dishful which contained a whole chicken, one pig-leg, rice,
kaukau and one carton of beer, all of which cost more than what
the others had given them.

Now Waimba was not a supporter of any one of the
candidates but he had to vote for one of them and he didn’t know
which. They were the only four candidates from his area and, as
such, he should vote for one of them. But then, his conscience
reminded him that they were all corrupt as they had bribed him
in one way or another. As the days passed, he blamed himself for
accepting their bribes but his wife pointed out that they were not
very well-off and needed the food and money. Besides, she said,
after this election fever is over, we won't see these candidates for
along time. Even the winner who will go down to Port Moresby
will not be seen and will probably not deliver any developments
or money until it is near the next election time.

Waimba agreed with his wife on this point: that they were all
corrupt and if one of them won, they wouldn’t see or hear from
him until the next election. But for this election, he had to choose
one of them as his man. He thought about who to vote for but still
hadn’t made up his mind until election day arrived.

When he was in the polling-booth, he quickly made up his
mind. Pointing to the picture of John Dokmann, he whispered his
name to the polling official who nodded and told him to mark an
‘X" in the box beside Dokmann’s name.

Waimba had voted for John Dokmann, the man who had
given him K30, on the grounds that he was the least corrupt of
them all.




- BOOK REVIEW

Kulele 2: Occasional

Papers on Pacific
Music and Dance

’I'?)e Music Department of the
X Institute of Papua New Guinea
Studies recently published the second
issue of its journal Kulele. The issue
contains seven articles on a diverse
range of topics by authors from all over
the world. While scholarly, the articles
are very readable. Anyone interested in
cultures of the Pacific, in traditional
music, contemporary music, musical
instruments or church music will find
this issue of the journal fascinating to
read.

The articles include:

+ a translation by James Harper
of work by the highly regarded
French ethnomusicologist,
Bernard Juillerat on trumpets and
drums made and played by the
Yafar people of the West Sepik;

* two exceptional papers on
bamboo bands in Bougainville
written by Nixon Kemoi and
Gregory Topurua as part of their
studies at Goroka Teachers College;

* a collaborative article by two
well-known ethnomusicologists,
Gordon Spearritt and Jiirg
Wassmann, on the telling of clan
stories and myths through music
by the Iatmul of the Middle Sepik;

« an exploration of the difficulties
in an attempted revival of a
Kanak flute by Raymond Ammann;

« arevised version of Spencer
Komega’s thesis for his diploma
in theology from Newton College.
The article traces the use of
traditional chants and songs
(Sirorari chants) in the liturgy of
the Popondetta Anglican church.
Komega encourages other
dioceses to follow the example
of Popondetta and indigenise

by Roslyn Morauta

music in the worship of the
Anglican Church of PNG;

« areview by Don Niles of a book
by Mervyn McLean, described
by Niles as an ‘essential
bibliographic source for any
research into Pacific music’.

The editor of the journal, Dr Don

Niles is to be commended for his work
in compiling this issue of Kulele. At
a time when cultural institutions,
writers and artists find it very difficult
to persuade governments or the
private sector to fund their research
and creative activities, it is gratifying
to see an excellent product such as
Kulele emerge from a shoe-string
budget and the hard work of Don
Niles and his colleagues at the
IPNGS. Let us hope that such work
can be disseminated widely so that the
public and the government recognise
its value and importance for the
cultural life of the country to flourish.

Kulele 2: Occasional Papers on
Pacific Music and Dance can be
obtained from the Institute of Papua
New Guinea Studies, PO Box 1432,
Boroko 111 (Tel: 675 325 4644,
Fax: 675 325 0531). The cost is
K10.00 plus postal charges.
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the taste
of paradise

Goroka
Coffee

For something different, try
Paradise Gold Organic-certified by
the National Association for
Sustainable Agriculture Australia
as being cultivated and processed
free of any chemical fertilisers,
pesticides or weedicide. Paradise
Gold has a rich, full flavour to it,
smooth and clean as the
environment it is grown in. Or
try either one of our other fine
100% arabicas, Goroka Coffee
Highlands blend or Clarens Classic
Premium estate.

GOROKA COFFEE ROASTERS
PO Box 557, Goroka, EHP

Papua New Guinea
Tel: (675) 731 3253 Fax: (675) 732 2601
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COCA-COLA Assists
School Children

Story and photographs by Charlie Wanma

t the beginning of the 1997 school year,

Coca-Cola, in conjunction with Post

Courier, Air Niugini and Coral Sea
Hotels, coordinated a national promotion aimed
at helping children go back to school. This time
of year generally places a financial burden on
many families, with school fees to be paid and
equipment such as pencils, rulers and books to
be bought. With the endorsement of the
Education Department, Coca-Cola and Post
Courier joined forces to give away 100,000
school kits throughout the country. Each kit
contained the basic essentials required for
classroom activities — pencil, ruler, sharpener,
eraser and pencil case.

i Y \!ﬁ : '.&»r

Children all around Papua New
Guinea enjoyed the antics of Bubbles
the Clown and Headmaster while
being given their school kits.

Top right: At Bulolo

Middle right: A Goroka

Above: At Wabag

Right: Headmaster of St Anselm ' A ! !
Primary School at Banz, Mr Thomas ;0 -

Rombil, receiving kits from Bubbles COCA-COLA, COKE, the COCA-COLA Contour Bottle, ALWAYS, and the ALWAYS logo
are trade marks of The Coca-Cola Company.
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The promotion was supported by a Back to School
Fun Time Show featuring professional entertainer, Greg
Dwyer, brought to Papua New Guinea from Australia by
Coca-Cola. Dwyer visited over 100 schools all over the
country entertaining children of all ages with his
characters Clown and Head. Places visited included
Tabubil, Porgera, Wabag, Wapenamanda, Mendi, Wau
and Bulolo, areas not normally privileged with such
entertaining visits.

Nothing was too difficult for the Coca-Cola guys who
forged through floodwaters, crossed landslides and even
used helicopters to bring the entertaining show to rural

It was easy for the team to reach Air Niugini

destinations, but Wau and Bulolo provided adventure!

areas. The response was outstanding with one school
composing a special song in appreciation of the group.

In order to obtain school kits, the public were
encouraged to save winning cans of Coca-Cola and
donate these to their local schools so that the schools
could claim their kits on a group basis. A similar system
applied with coupons from the Post Courier.

The promotion proved extremely successful with all
100,000 kits claimed and put to use in classrooms all over
the country.

Cairns

® Undercover Parking
at ground level &
full Security

® Fully Self-Contained

® Your Own Laundry

® Private Balcony

® In the Heart of the City

® Swimming Pool & Spa

® Separate main bedroom
and queen size bed

Mid City Luxury Suites
Telephone: (61) 70 515050 Fax: (61) 70 515161

‘Personal Service With None To Compare’ RACQ Rating %%k vs
‘Where your stay is more than 4 walls & a bathroom’

@ Serviced Daily
® Mini Bars
at Public Bar Prices
® Room Service
® Free Cable TV

6 McLeod St Cairns 4870

Your hosts: Peter and Chrissie Johnson

From

$100 double per night
$90 single per night
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NEW ACQUISITION: The oldest spade in Papua New Guinea

This is a story of a 4,000
year old spade that you can
now see at the National
Museum and Art Gallery.

by Pamela Swadling

n 1976 a short wooden spade was

discovered when draining swampy

ground in the Highlands. It was found
at the High Altitude Experiment Station
of the Department of Agriculture, Stock
and Fisheries at Tambul in the Kaugel
valley of the Western Highlands
Province. The spade was observed to be
lying at the base of an infilled prehistoric
agricultural drainage ditch.

Some wood was removed from the spade
for radiocarbon dating. It was found to be
4.000 years old, making this spade the oldest
agricultural tool and oldest wooden artifact
known from Papua New Guinea. It is now
on display at the National Museum and Art
Gallery for everyone to see.

Professor Jack
Golson showing | .
the Tambul | |
spade to Nick
Araho, an
archaeologist
at the National
Museum and |*
Art Gallery
(photo Pamela
Swadling)

We only have this artifact for
display today because it was soaked in a
chemical which slowly strengthened the
waterlogged wood before it was freeze
dried. This process took Wal Ambrose
of the Australian National University
two years to complete. If this had not
been done the spade would have
cracked and shrunk as it dried out.
Today the treated artifact does not look
its age of 4,000 years.

Below: The surface of a number of infilled drainage ditches revealed by an
) ! 8 4

archaeological excavation at Kuk near Mt Hagen Western Highlands Province. The
drain outline running from the bottom of the photograph towards the man, who is
scraping the surface clean with a spade, would have been dug 4,000 to 2,500 years
ago. (photo Prehistory Department Research School Australian National University)

ditches are still used
in Irian Jaya. A
Dani man in the
Baliem valley clears
debris from a ditch.
Note the long spade
stuck in the ditch to
his right while he
uses his hands to
plaster the mud on

cleaned out ditch.
(photo Robert
Mitton)

the sides of the

Wooden digging sticks and spades are
being uncovered as people drain the

highlands swamps.  Archaeological
research led by Professor Jack Golson at
the former Kuk Research Station near
Mount Hagen has shown that the first
agricultural drains were dug 9,000 years
ago. This date makes Papua New Guinea
one of the important centres in the
development of agriculture world wide. It
also makes buried agricultural ditches and
tools such as the Tambul spade an
important part of our cultural heritage.

Right: Agricultural [EHe




From the mountains to the sea,
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Story and photographs
by Guy Britt
A 17-year old student

from Melbourne
Grammar School

ecently I spent

three weeks in

apua New

Guinea. There I did and

saw many amazing

unique things. I want to

share with you just one of
my many experiences.

Arrangements had
been made to stay in
Wasata village which is
on the Popondetta to Kokoda Road
near the Kumusi River in Oro
Province. To say I was nervous is
an understatement. ~ As my host,
Tony and I started off down the
track leading to his village a
number of thoughts kept racing
through my head. How were
Tony’s family going to respond to
me? Would they be shy around
me? Would they laugh at me?
Would I be some sort of novelty to
be stared at and talked about?

On reaching Tony’s village I
soon learnt that I had nothing to
fear. Tony’s two grandfathers,
both in traditional dress, were
waiting for us. When we arrived
they performed a welcoming
dance, but I was not welcomed as
a guest, nor was I welcomed as a
friend. I was welcomed as if I was
part of their family.

A traditional village welcome

From then on I was treated as a
family member. Tony’s parents
referred to me as their son and all
his brothers, sisters and cousins
addressed me as  brother.
Wherever I went, people would
come up to me and say ‘Welcome
brother’, and then include me in
whatever activity they were doing
be it singing, dancing, soccer,
rugby, gardening or just lying
about and chatting.

During meal times when the
whole family would sit around the
food and talk they included me in
all their conversations, even
though they spoke little English.
They would ask for my opinion
on family matters and try to
include me even when Tony
wasn’t there to translate.
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 Avis vehicles are available Nationwide
~ from twelve strategic locations.

You are invited to choose from the
~largest and most modern fleet in
- Papua New Guinea, which also includes

4 Wheel Drives.

 offer special discount to Air Niugini
Passengers and are a partner in
39 Frequent Flyer Programmes.
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Guy dressed for a village celebration Guy relaxing by the river near the
village

Tony was Guy's host in the village.

During my brief stay I
participated in many family
activities such as singing,
dancing, hunting and
fishing and was always
treated as an equal. On the
day I left, the whole family
was crying and I’'m not
ashamed to admit I was
crying too. I felt totally at
home.

As Australians we tend
to believe that people have
to prove themselves<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>