


By creating an international standard of service at 
Travelodge Papua New Guinea, we believe we offer 
the best choice of venues in Port Moresby. 

Whether you need directions to your next business 
meeting or a recommendation for a fabulous reef 
diving experience, you get it with Travelodge. 

Port Moresby Travelodge 
Cnr Hunter & Douglas Streets 
Port Moresby NCD Papua New Guinea 
Tel (675) 321 2266 Fax (675) 321 7534 
web site: www.sphc.com.au 

The Islander Travelodge 
Cnr Waigani Drive & Wards Road 
Waigani NCD Papua New Guinea 
Tel (675) 325 5955 Fax (675) 325 0165 
email: islander@daltron.com.pg 

Both Port Moresby Travelodge and The Islander 
Travelodge are conveniently located to ensure your 
stay in PNG is relaxed, friendly and comfortable. 

Enjoy the sights, sounds and experiences of 
Port Moresby with the 
ones who know. 
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Welcome 
aboard 

This issue of our inflight magazine 
reflects the diversity of Papua New 
Guinea's culture and natural 
resources. 

There is a spectacular photograph 
montage from last year's Mt Hagen 
Show. If you can take a weekend 
break in Mt Hagen at the end of 
August, do go to this yea ·s show. 
It is sure to be an experience never 
forgotten. 

This issue also features an 
initiation rite of a clan of the 
Middle Sepik, centred on the 
mythical crocodile. The Sepik Haus 
Tambaran is the focus of an 
interesting article about Papua 
New Guinea's Cultural Centre in 
Canberra , where the information 
officer Francesca Dek/in plays an 
invaluable role educating 
Australian school children and 
visitors about our country. 
As always, we have an article 

about our wondrous underwater life 
and the importance of its 
conservation. If you are a diver, do 
take time to indulge your sport near 
Port Moresby, in Milne Bay, New 
Britain, New Ireland or Madang. 

Enjoy your reading and your flight. 

Andrew Ogil 
Managing Director 

AirNiugini 



SPECIAL OFFER 

Accommodation & FREE car hire 
Coral Sea Hotels 
Coral Sea Hotels are a natural way to get 

away from it all; and for business a 

great place to get it all together. 
From the moment you arrive at a 

Coral Sea Hotel, we have a total 

commitment to giving you 
extra care in every way with our 

friendly efficient staff. Chefs dedi­

cated to presenting the best of 

local cuisine. Cool air-conditioned 

rooms, with all the modern 

conveniences. Lush gardens, pools 

and other amenities, but most of 
all our friendly "extra caring" people 

to make your stay perfect. 

Budget Rent a Car 
Budget Rent A Car and Coral Sea 

Hotels have formed a great part­

nership that offers you tremendous 

savings when you take up our 

accommodation and car hire 

package. Expect to find a 

friendly smile and great service. 

Your air-conditioned vehicle 

will be ready for you on arrival 

and we will have you behind 

the wheel in no time at all. 

*Conditions Apply 

Reservations 

Coral Sea Hotels 

Phone: (675) 325 2612 
PO Box 1215, Boroko NCO 

Papua New Guinea 



Battle of 
Story and photographs 

by Keith Briggs 

though the Creator gave mankind dominion over all that 
He made, He didn't promise that everything would fall 
nto man's lap without any effort on his pait. Man has 

had to employ cunning to capture creatures of the wi Id for food. 
The people of Papua New Guinea have shown great ingenuity 

in using material s from the bush with which to fashion weapons 
and traps in their pursuit of ai1imals, birds and fi sh. Although 
commercially made items have replaced some traditional 
weapons and methods of outwitting game, people still rely on 
many of them in their daily quest for food for their families. 

The Gogodala people of the vast lagoon country of the Aramia 
River invented and used cleverly made items for catching fish 
before the introduction of fishing lines, steel hooks and nets. 

Eito (fish hooks) were made from large, strong thorns. Taking 
a greedy gulp at the fresh prawn bait, the fi sh would fold the eito 
jammed in its gullet, rather than being hooked as we think of a 
barbed hook. Once firmly stuck in the fish's throat it was pulled 
gently in with a fine, strong fibre from the inner bark of a 
pandanus tree. 

As fish were drawn alongside the canoe a cane hooped, hand 
woven net (nigisi) was gently brought up under the fish in case the 
line broke or the eito came loose. Today, nigisi are used in exactly 
the same way by Gogodala women when fishing (photo below). 

When prawns are running in the river, 
nigisi are used to scoop them from under 
floating grass islands as they drift along. 
Women use them to net small fish travelling 
in shoals. As waters in the lagoons recede 
groups of women form a line and advance 
with vertically held nigisi overlapping each 
other. Laughing, joking and frolicking in 
the muddy water, the women herd the fish 
into the shallows and scoop them up. 

Giso are short lengths of sago palm rib 
moored to sticks in the lagoon like toy boats. 
On hot days fish lazi ly resting in their shade 
suddenl y find themselves captured in nigisi 
that has been quietly slipped under them by 

- a women in a canoe. During the season for 
their use hundreds of giso dot the lagoons. 

Fish, at certain times of the year, come to 
the surface where they are easily speared by 
the men using multi pronged spears called 
menakata. They can be thrown by hand as a 
spear (photo above) or as an aiTow fired 
from a bow (photo top right next page). 
Traditionally, the prongs were made of 
slivers of black palm. Catfish, eels and 
garfish are the fish most commonly speared. 
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A forerunner of today's spotlight was a 
coconut shell ' reflector ' housing burning 
splin ters of res inous wood (photo 
above). The shell shielded the hunter 's 
eyes, preserving hi s night vi sion, 
enabling him to see and spear prawns or 
fi sh in the somewhat directed light. 

The sasa was a bunch of sharpened 
sago rib arrows bound together at the top 
(photo below). When plunged into 
shallow water they fanned out to impale 
small shoal fish or hold them captive 
among the arrows while the hunter felt 
around for them with his hand. 

Along the river bank woven 
coconut frond baskets are filled 
with a tangle of leaves among 
which broken up termites nests 
are spread as bait (photo on right). 
Fish feeding on the tennites are 
unable to escape from among the 
leaves as the basket is rapidly 
drawn to the surface. Similarly 
woven sago leaf baskets with 
smaller openings are tethered and 
drawn up periodically for the 
prawns that seek a hiding place in 
the darkness of the leaves. 



Small coni cal traps ca lled eika are 
cleverly constructed with cane barbs fac ing 
back towards the opening (p hoto above). 
As a fish wriggles in fo r the bait in the 
closed end the almost parallel thorns do not 
cause discomfort, but once firml y wedged 
it is held fas t by the vicious barbs and 
unable to escape. 

As the water in the lagoons recedes after 
the wet season women either make or 
recommisson great conical traps called seiya 
(photo on right) . Constructing fences of 
stakes plugged with grass and clods they 
block off small channels which the fish count 
on as last minute escape routes. The mouth 
has inward pointing canes that act as 
psychological rather than actual barbs, so the 
seiya can yield quite a harvest when lifted. 
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1IF IOI HAVE 
THI 1IAND, 

_ .THI 'NOMI IS 
I -EASY. 
~I 

When shallow water recedes simi lar fences are built in 
which babo are positioned. These are of split light bamboo 
laced together with cane (photo on left). Bait is not used as the 
fish are carried in and held by the current. Even when there is 
no current fish seldom escape from such traps if they can 't tµrn 
around, as they are not equipped with reverse gear! 

Turtles Uve under the thick body of lagoon grass. With the 
receding water the grass compacts to fo1m a finn layer upon 
which people can walk. Prodding into the grass with a stout 
stick yields a solid clonking sound if it strikes turtles ' shells, 
enabling the hunters to locate and catch them. 

In creeks or small bodies of water roots and vines containing 
derris are pounded to release the white milky substance that 
paralyses the respiratory systems of fish , causing them to 
surface in a stunned state where they are easi ly caught. 

Today, as for centwies past, the setting sun flashes on the 
wet paddles of Gogodala women returning from a day of 
pitting their wits against the crafty dwellers of those dark 
lagoon waters. Some methods and equipment have changed, 
but happy, well-fed fam ilies are the result of the mothers' 
industrious day in the blazing tropical sun. ~ 

Keith Briggs and his wife Norma have served as missionaries 
with the Evangelical Church of Papua New Guinea since 
1965. 



AirNiugini 
Air Niugini is pleased to welcome you on 
board. Our friendly flight attendants will 
endeavour to make your journey comfortable 
and safe. We ask that you acquaint yourself ~ 

with the following features of our service. 

TAKEOFF AND LANDING 
Ensure that your seat is in the upright position 
during takeoff and landing. Folding tables must be 
returned to their original position in the seat back or 
in the annrest. 

SAFETY FIRST 
Your seatbelt must be securely fastened du1ing 
takeo:ff and landing or whenever the seatbelt sign 
is on. When the seatbelt sign is off, you may move 
about the cabin as necessary. However, while 
seated, keep your seatbelt fastened securely in case 
of unexpected turbulence. 

SMOKING 
Smoking is not permitted on any Air Niugini flight. 

BEFORE YOU LEAVE 
Please check your seat pocket before you disembark 
to ensure you have not left any items of value. 

ENTERTAINMENT 
A movie and a selection of music jncluding 
classical, modem, country and local are available on 
international services. Programmes can be found in 
the inflight entertainment section of this magazine. 

HAND LUGGAGE 
Please ensure that your luggage is placed in the 
overhead locker or under the seat in front of you. 

PILLOWS AND BLANKETS 
On international flights , pillows and blankets are 
available on request from cabin attendants. 

CHILDREN AND BABIES 
Our flight attendants will provide a Paradise Kit that 
includes a colouring book and pencils, games and 
puzzles. The flight attendants will also be pleased to 
assist in preparing your baby's food and bottle. Baby 
food and diapers are available on international flights. 

ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT 
Cellular telephones, TV receivers or radio 
controlled devices are not to be used at any time 
on board an aircraft. Electroruc devices such as 
portable computers, compact discs or cassette 
players and video games can be used only when the 
seatbelt sign is switched off. 
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The Mount Hagen Show 
Story and photographs 

by Michael Gebicki 

The 1998 Mount Hagen Show 
unfolded with all the drama, 
finery and flourish for which the 

event is renowned. Dancers began 
gathering shortly after dawn on the first 
morning of the two-day event, when 
mist sti ll hung low over the fields 
surrounding the Mount Hagen 
Showground. Most of the morning was 
devoted to an elaborate make-up sess ion 
as dancers applied their brilliant face and 
body paint and added wigs and plumes 
and skirts of grass until they rivalled 
even the birds of paradise in all their 
glory (photo on right). 

Wamara sing-sing group from Enga Province 
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Above: Kupnung Kuu Kipe skeleton dancers Below: Kumaniku sing-sing group 
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N!UGINI 
LINK MANAGEMENT 

SERVICES LTD. 

• Are you having difficulty in renewing 
or obtaining Department of Labour 
Approval to recruit Non-Citizens? 

• Are you fami liar with tire current 
regu lations & Procedures for obtaining 
a Work Permit or Entry Visa? 

• Are you travelling overseas and need 
to obtain Visa or Passport? 

WE SPECIALISE IN: 

e PASSPORTS e VISAS e WORK PERMITS 
e ENTRY PERMITS PROCESSING 
e TRAINING & LOCALISATION PROGRAM 

Our Experienced Team is committed lo 
providing o Fosl ond Professional Service 
ol the Most Affordable Rate in lown. 

Contact: TAPAS SANA, GEOFFREY MALA or JAMES TAPO 

Tel 1675) 325 68 11 Fax/Phone 1675) 325 6826 
PO Box 4960, Boroko 01 11 , NCD, PNG 

Malangan Haus, I sl Floor Suile 3, Tabori Place, BOROKO. 

The competition was tough. By midday, the arena the size of a 
football field was packed with painted men and women, storming 
across the grass in line abreast, spears cocked for action, tusks of 
pigs poked through the pierced septums of their noses and painted, 
coiffed and decorated with the fluffy plumage of severa l thousand 
exotic birds. On the second day of the show, nature added its own 
touch of drama with a partial eclipse of the sun that darkened the 
sky and brought a ch ill to the air, and one of the greatest shows on 
earth was over for another year. ~ 

The 11ext Mou/1/ Hagen Show will be held 
on 2 1 and 22 August 1999 . 

Michael Gebicki is a professional tra vel writer 
with a special interest in the Pac(f1c Region. 



The reefs of Papua New Guinea are amazingly intact and 
considered by experts to be the healthiest in the world. 
Maintaining the e rich and diverse reefs has however 

come by accident. 
Those working in the di ving industry feel a great 

stewardship for these resources. They have seen the 
devastation that has taken place on their neighbour 's reefs. 
Cyanide and dynamite fi shing and shark finning operations 
have ruined the reefs and sea life in many places in the 
Philippines and Indonesia. A lthough there are currently no 
official marine reserves in Papua New Guinea, many dive 
operators refer to their panicular areas as marine parks and 
reserves to bring the idea home. 

Papua New Guinea is blessed with a group of concerned 
businessmen who appreciate and strive to protect for the long 
term the resources on which their businesses thrive. To 
ensure both the rat ional growth of the diving tourism 

industry and the con ervation of the country's 
diving resources, these businessmen formed the 
PNGDA, Papua ew Guinea Diver's 
Association. M embers agree to abide by a code, 
which sets an example for all of Oceania. 

The code proclaims: At a time when coral 
reefs worldwide are under threat, the PNGDA 
recognises the exceptional quality of Papua New 
Guinea's natural marine resources and their 
importance for both village life and the Nation. It 
pledges rhar the Association will do everything in 
its power to ensure that these resources, including 
rhe seabed, reefs, wrecks and rhe marine life rhal 
lives on them and in the waters surrounding them, 
will be conserved. 

The PNGDA tries to promote the fact that the 
economic and social benefits of dive tourism are 
greater than those achieved by unsustainable 
commercial harvesting of the coral reef resources. 
This means the u e of moorings, and/or designated 
anchoring sites on sand and rubble patches adjacent 
to the diving area, for regularly dived sites. 

Below: Un usual creatures like pygmy 
seahorses and elephant ear sponges make PNC 
reefs world class attractions. 
Left: Sea whip gardens are shelter fo r small 
fish, clown fish and anemones. 



The Association also recognjses the traditional rights of 
viUagers. Members of the PNGDA thus do not engage in any 
fishjng or collecting acti\·ities on dive sites except for approved 
scientific purposes and with approval from the local villagers. 

Many members of the PNGDA have participated in primary 
school educational programmes so that local people 
understand diving better. The value and fragility of ocean 
resources are explained to school children, as a base to 
continue conservation and preservation. 

One such programme is carried on at Walindj Plantation at 
Kimbe Bay through the help of The Nature Conservancy. Just 
recently, a group of school children from Rabaul raised money 
through selling food, to pay for a trip to the Walindi site to 
learn more about the sea. A four-day workshop took place in 
which more than 30 pupils took part in numerous sea-related 
projects. This was all organised by the students after a 
presentation was made at their school. They decided they 
wanted to learn more and moved to make it a reality. 

Kimbe makes a wonderful classroom. The fljght above 
Kimbe Bay to Hoskins airpo1t is a memorable one. Yolcaruc 
peaks jut above lush rain forest. Many are capped in clouds 
and a few still puff steam and smoke. Closer to sea level, large 
plantations of oil palm and coconut trees line the highway. The 
occasional song of birds and the appearance of a couple of 
single lane bridges highlight the pleasant drive into l{jmbe. 

Below: At South Ema Reef; rich corals and marauding 
jacks are a highlight. 
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Near Walindi is Mahonia na Dari, a research and 
conservation centre partly funded by The Nature Conservancy. 
It works to protect both the marine and terrestrial diversity in 
the Kimbe Bay and Willaumez Peninsula. During one 
assessment of this rich bay, a survey found 860 species of fish 
fauna incluiling three newly described species. Nearly 350 
species of stony corals were also counted, excluding soft 
corals, gorgonians and black coral. 

Long-range biological stuilies are being can·ied out here as 
well as a very successful education programme at the village 
level. This is designed to educate the region's residents about the 
relatively pristine condition of the environment, ensuring long­
term protection and continued education. 

Situated on the no1th side of New Britain Island between 
the Willaumez Peninsula and Lolobau Island, Kimbe Bay has 
unique sea.mounts capped with coral towers rising from very 
deep water to the surface through exceptionally clear water. 
The towers are alive with creatures big and small, and the 
seascapes, decorated with red sea whips, giant pink sea fans, 
huge barrel and elephant ear sponges, are the favourite of 
many of the world's top underwater photographers. Whales, 
orcas and dolphins a.re commonly encountered in the bay, and 
exotic smaller reef creatures a.re abundant. 

The series of sea.mounts in the bay are unique to Kimbe. 
Inglis Shoal, just over 30-kilometre north north east of 
Walindi, has 12 metres of water over it at its shallowest part. 



It slopes away dramatically, the drop becoming vertical in places. This is a good 
site to see scalloped hammerhead sharks and larger pelagics when divi_ng deeper 
than 30111. A school of barracuda is often seen i_n shallower water along with 
masses of other reef fish, paiticularly if a slight current is running and divers can 
get to the side of the shoal receiving the current - always an important technique 
for the best fish action. The reef top has a good cover of grey soft corals that 
obscure much of the hard coral growth. Also, look for the odd behaviour of the 
batfish here, which swim sideways and pai·allel to the reef into the current. They 
may also follow you up to the boat. 

A few kilometres north of Inglis Shoal is the famous Ema Reef, one of the most 
scenic of all the sea mounts. The South Ema Reef is reached by diving down 
another deep saddle from the shallow reef to a bommie that rises to 10m. This 
features a beautiful swim-through at about 30111 where the western side of the 
saddle struts to rise again. There is sometimes a school of jacks inside this coral 
encrusted tunnel. Again there are prolific growths of gorgonians and sponges and 
a very good population of reef fish, big ai1d small. Schooling jacks and barracudas 
are common. Macrophotographers will enjoy the clingfish, crinoid crabs and 
yeliowtip anemone shrimp. Snorkelers will enjoy the beautiful coral gardens in the 
shallows and may even see the twtles that visit Ema Reef. This is an outstanding 
underwater studio. 

It is this beauty that the PNGDA hopes to maintain for many generations to 
come. Its aggressive educational prograinme combined with its constant vigilance 
should ensure the health of the seas in this vast country. c) 

Tim Rock is an American photo-journalist. 

BOUTIQUE APARTME NTS 

***** City Centre 
Value 

Licenced Bistro 
Located in the heart of the 
business & retail district of 
Cairns. Stro ll to fine 
restaurants , cinemas, clubs 
and shops. 

• Fully air-conditioned 
• Self-contained 
• Private balcony 
• Kitchen faci lities 
• Wa hing machine & dryer 
• Free Cable TV & VCR 
• Pool 
• Serviced daily 
• Security Parking 
• Fold-out bed in loungeroom 
Your friendly hosts: 

Val.Ina & Bill Nichol 
Helen & Jim Skene 

71 Lake Street 
Cairns Old 4870 
Tel: (61) 7 4041 2350 
Fax: (61) 7 4041 2420 
Enquiries@inncairns.com.au 
www. inncairns.com.au 



Craft Works 57 46 

e • 

reco n1se 
• 

otent1a •• 

Dendrobium Alba Tabo is an orchid 
unique to Papua New Guinea, a country rich 
in flora and fauna. 

It's also a country rich in human resources 
promising a bright future. 

The POSF plans to enrich that promise 
by turning today 's potential into tomorrow's 
growth. 

The Public Officers Superannuation Fund is 

one of PNG's leading investors. 

The P.O.S.F. manages the superannuation 

contributions of PNG's public servants. That's a big 

responsibility. 

It's also a big opportunity because we 

invest this money to increase the savings of public 

servants and, on a broader scale, to benefit everyone 

inPNG. 

We do this by recognising sound, profitable 

investments. It m~y be land or building developments, 

mining, commercial ventures, in fact anywhere we see 

potential for the future. 

Sometimes our investments are short term. 

Sometimes long term. But we always invest with the 

aim of bringing a return to our members and overall 

growth to the future of PNG. 

Because we know that, just as with fl owers, if 

we nurture potential carefull y, we'll have a beautiful 

future. 

To discuss your particular sound business 

proposal, please contact th e Managing Di rector by 

telephone on 321 2382, or by fax on 321 2745 . 

P~SF 
~&JujJer: 

Public Officers Superannuation Fund Board 
PO Box 483, Port Moresby, Papua N ew Guinea. 



CREATIVE WRITING - Crabs for the Bishop 

Tina was working as a sa les­
woman with Avis Rent a Car at 
the old Rabaul Airport. As it was 

getting towards Christmas, the airport 
was crowded with people and planes 
coming and going. A man rushed into 
Tina's office and placed a box on the 
counter. He looked at Tina and said with 
a smile: Please pass this box of crabs to 
the Bishop. He knows me well. 

At this, a final boarding call for Po1t 
Moresby passengers was made. The 
man rushed out again towards the gate 
onto the tarmac, stopped and then 
suddenly ran back to Tina saying: Oh, 
and please , pass my hello to him' 

Hey, Excuse me! Tina called. Who are 
you ... what is your name? Which ... 
Bishop do you mean? What's his name? 

Holding up the box of crabs she 
shouted at the top of her vo ice, Hey l! 
See this box. Which .. . Bishop? 

The man looked back, waved to Tina 
and entered the plane. 

Oh you stupid man! I didn 't ask you to 
wave! Goodness gracious me! What am 
I going to do with this box? 

An Air Niugini ticketing officer heard 
her from the room next door and shouted 
back. That's his worry. The box is 
yours! He laughed. 

Tina fell back heavily on her chair. She 
swung round and round, to the left, to the 
right, and again making a full swing. 

Whew! She blew hard. Who on earth 
could this man be? She didn 't have the 
slightest idea who he was, or the Bishop 
he was referring to. She wondered if this 
was some kind of a trick - maybe a 
bomb in the box! This instantly 
frightened her. 

It can't be a bomb, she assured 
herself, giving the box a slight kick. 
The way he looked and sm iled at her 
seemed that he knew her. All Tina 
was sure of was that the man came 
from Kavieng as that was where his 
fli ght had come from. Also, from the 
way he spoke Pidgin , Tina could tell 
he had a strong Kavieng dialect. What 
was she to do with the box? She had 
come from a strong Catholic 
background and the only bishops she 
knew were Catho lic bishops. 

She remembered the smile on the 
man 's face, and hi s words: Give this box 
of crabs to the Bishop. 

Crabs! Crabs! she muttered. Crabs 
for the Bishop' It must be the Bishop of 
the Catholic Church. 

She quickly reached for the phone and 
dialect a number. It rang for a little whi le 
untiJ her sister Susie picked it up. 

Education, can I help you? 
Susie it's me Tina ' 
Susie could hear Tina's voice. She 

sounded very excited. 
Look Susie , you won't believe this , but 

someone leji me a box of crabs for the 
Archbishop ... you know, the Bishop 
... what's his name again ? 

Bishop ? What have you got to do with 
a Bishop? 

I'm serious Susie! What's the name of 
our Bishop again ? 

Our Bishop? You mean Bishop John? 
... My goodness Tina, are you mad? 

But Tina didn 't give Susie room to 
talk, she raved on excited ly. 

Someone from Ka vieng left me a box 
of crabs for Bishop John. I don't know 
the man ... but never mind about that. 
Do you know where the Bishop lives ... 
and can you come with me to give him 
his crabs? 

Tina , Tina! shouted Susie from the 
other line. Wait a minute , which Bishop 
are you referring to? 

Bishop John of course ... There's only 
one! 

Are you out of your head Tina ? Susie 
didn 't know whether to laugh or get mad 
with Tina. What are you talking about? 
Bishop John died two years ago' 

WHAT? Tina screamed, and her 
echoes sounded like shock waves on the 
horizon. She held onto her breath, and 
then gave a loud and long laugh. 

You mean you didn't know? Susie 
asked with the greatest surprise. Her 
own sister, how come she didn 't know? 

No .... I mean yyeeess. I forgot, oh yes 
.. . at the time he died, we were in Lae. 
Oh my goodness .. . then whom do I give 
this box to ? 

Tina was more worried about the box 
of crabs rather than making a mistake 
about a Bishop who died two years ago. 

By Mary Taliman 
Susie thought it was very strange for a 

man to pass on a box of crabs for a 
Bishop who was already dead. She 
asked Tina again. Are you sure it was for 
the Bishop? 

I'm sure1 Tina ass ured her. 
Didn't the man tell you who he was? 
No. He closed his ears and then ran 

onto the plane, waving his silly hands to 
me when he was supposed to have come 
back to tell me which Bishop he meant. 

Tina was fee ling even more stupid 
herself for not being ab le to identify the 
intended rec ipient. She had thought that 
she knew, on ly to find that her Bishop 
had died two years ago. How could she, 
a strong Catholic he1;self, forget that the 
bishop of her diocese had died? Then an 
idea struck her. 

Hey, do you know the Bishop's house? 
she asked Susie. 

But I told you he died tv1 ·0 years ago , 
answered Susie. 

Yes, I know. But even if he has died, I 
must give the box to those who live in his 
house. Do you know where he li ved? 

Yes, he had two homes. One on 
Namanula Hill and the other at 
Vunapope, answered Susie. 

Do you know the house at Namanula 
Hill? Tina insisted. 

Well ... I went there some years back 
with Papa, but I can only remember 
vaguely. 

I must deliver these crabs right away. 
Please can you come with me? I' II pick 
you up . Tina did not give Susie a chance 
to refuse. It wasn't long before Tina's car 
pulled in and the two sisters were 
climbing up Namanula Hill towards the 
Bishop's house. 

They were driving a very flash GLX 
200 Avis rent a car vehjcle. They stopped 
to ask a man to direct them to the 
Bishop 's house. He pointed to the very 
building in front of them. They drove 
into the gate, Susie warning Tina not to 
drive on sacred lawn. She remembered 
her high school days when they were 
punished for walking across sacred lawn . 
The two sisters gave a little laugh. 

As Susie opened her door, a huge and 
savage dog leapt at them. She quickly 
dived back into the car, closing her door. 
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Tina got a shock and accidentally blew 
the horn. That instantly attracted the 
attention of those in the house. 

Two nuns from Vunapope but who 
belonged to the local congregation came 
out. Tina wound the glass down and 
shouted: Mi poretim dok. Pasim em 1 (I 
am frightened of the dog. Tie him up.) 
One of the nuns shouted back in Kuanua, 
say ing that the dog wouldn 't bite them. 
It only bites men. 

The nuns certainly recognised the two 
sisters. Susie and Tina laughed as they 
wound their w indows down . Sister 
Ursula tied the clog up and the girls fe lt 
safe. Tina got out first and shook hands 
with the nuns. Susie did the same. The 
nuns expressed surprise to see the girls, 
as they had never visited before. Tina 
quickl y took out the box of crabs. 

What is that? exclaimed Si ster 

Therese. 
A box of crabs for the Bishop , Tina 

replied with a silly smile. 
A box of crabs fo r the Bishop ? The 

nuns laughed. He's no longer ali,•e. 
Yes , we know. answered Susie, saving 

her sister 's embarrassment. 
Who gave you the box? asked Sister 

U rsula, excited to find out who 
remembered the Bishop with a box of 
crabs after all this time. 

The man didn't say. He just said, 'Give 
this box of crabs to the Bishop' , replied 
Tina, assuring herself she had done the 
right thing. Since the Bishop is already 
dead, you must have this box of crabs. 

The nuns were insisting that they 
should share the crabs with Tina and 
Susie, but the giJls replied that since they 
were sent for the Bi shop, the nuns 
should have all of them. The nuns took 
the girls into the house. Tina shook her 
head saying the house was fit for a king. 
Looking out the window, they could see 
the tip of Namatanai above the horizon. 
The sun was sky blue, and the distant 
view of New Ireland across the water 
was quite spectacular. 

That's where the crabs came from 1 

joked Sister Therese. They came out of 
the house and the nuns saw them off into 
their car. 

At least I know that the Bishop won't 
haunt me tonight f or his crabs, said Tina 
and they all laughed. They said good­
bye and drove off feeling satisfied they 
had done the ri ght thing. 
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The nex t day was a bright day. Jack 
came out of his vehicle to see Tina at 
the Avis office. He loved crabs and the 
thought of eating one made his mouth 
watery. He was whistling as he wa lked. 
Tina quickl y li f ted her head to see who 
was approaching her with such a happy 
whistl e. She instantly recogni sed her 
cousin Jack. 

Good morning' What brings you 
here this early? 

(]t was her custom never to ca l I her 
brothers or cousin brothers by name or 
even in the singular, as a sign of 
respect. ) 

Jack, surprised at this question, replied 
j okingly: Why do you ask ? Come on , 
you have something fo r me ? 

Tina sa id with a smile: Why should I 
keep anything fo r you? 

Jack thought Tina was play ing some 
joke on him. Hey, look, I am here fo r my 
box of crabs! 

Tina quickly looked up at him: What 
crabs are you talking about? 

My box of crabs' 
Your box of crabs? Tina tilted her 

head towards him. 
Yes . A friend of mine from Kavieng 

dropped it with you yesterday' 
Tina looked at him again. She was 

getting worked up. How could he 
compare himself to a Bishop? This was 
the greatest blasphemy, comparin g 
himself to the highest rank of the 
Church. All smiles were beginning to 
fade away from her. They belonged to 
the Bishop' Sorry tumas! 

Jack knew Tina was getting serious, 
but he had to explain. 

Yes I know, but .. . I am ... the Bishop 1 

The pen from her hand automatically 
dropped to the floor. She got up from 
her seat and walked towards him. She 
was wild. This was going to be a nice 
religious debate with a brother who had 
left the church to join another. She felt 
like ringing his neck. 

Who are you to compare yourself to a 
Bishop ? Listen, don't play up with this 
sort of thing. I know of no other Bishop 
excep t the Bishop of the Catholic 
Church. 

Jack was very cool. He knew he was 
not in for a debate, so he remained cool. 
Sis, ... I know that. I am ... a Bishop in 
my own right. I am ... Bishop of my 
new church' 

Tina's mouth was wide open. Since 
when did you become Bishop? Her 
mind was talking but her lips couldn't 
open. Her eyes were fixed on Jack. Her 
thoughts went back to the Bishop's 
House at Namanula Hill , the nuns and, 
of course, the box of crabs. She 
remembered the man at the airport 
dropping off the box of crabs and the 
words he spoke: 'G ive this box of crabs 
to Bishop. He knows me well. And, oh, 
please pass my hello to him. ' She stood 
there, her eyes glued. 

Jack had a feeling something was 
wrong. He then asked, Sis, where are 
my crabs .7 

Tina didn 't know whether to laugh or 
cry. She put her hands on her mouth, 
and stared at Jack. Somehow, the 
words came out of her mouth, half ­
sorry, half grinning. 

I gal'e them to the nuns at the Bishop ·s 
house at Naman11fa . 

They both paused for a moment. There 
was dead silence. Tina quickl y came to 
defend herself. / am sorry good brother. 
But I know of no other Bishop except the 
Bishop of the Catholic Church. 

Jack shook his head and slowly 
walked away. Tina didn 't know whether 
she should apologise or laugh. She had 
mixed feelings of laughter, pity and 
anger for what she had clone with her 
cousin 's crabs. The more she watched 
Jack and the more she remembered 
herself handing over the crabs to the 
nuns, the more she wanted to laugh. 
She stood on her heels and shouted, 
Serves you right Bishop. The next time, 
you must tell all of us that you are a 
Bishop yourself Otherwise , go and get 
your crabs from the nuns at Namanula. 

And she fell on to the floor, rolling and 
rolling with laughter. Her workmates 
joined her. 

Since when did you become Bishop 
Cus? Serves you right! 

Jack walked away, and didn ' t tum 
back. :) 
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M·A · N ·U ·S 
ADMIRALTY ISLANDS 
lost world of the titans 

Pierre Constant is a French PADI diving instructor who 
operates 'Kisokau Divers' from his home town of Paris, 
and from a proposed dive centre on Manus Island. He 

is an accomplished underwater photographer and has a 
number of books to his credit, the trio on the Galapagos Island 
written in 1992, 1994 and 1998 reaching third edition status. 
In addition he has won numerous prizes in photographic 
competitions throughout the world. Articles in over 40 
journals attest to his popularity. 

Constant is also well qualified for his chosen calling, for he 
graduated in biology and geology from the Pierre & Marie Curie 
University in Paris. His identifications may therefore be relied 
upon to be accurate, and his geological research has led to the 
brief precis he provides in the geological history of Manus. 

This is a book of photographs - a total of 209 altogether, 
mainly one to a page, but including numbers of smaller 
vignettes such as the sixteen pictures of people on the 
acknowledgments page. In the 160 pages there are only 
fourteen pages of text, in seven chapters - Introduction, 
South Coast, Tilianu, Tuluman, Sawai and Alim, West Coast, 
Mbuke and Beyond. 

The photographs are the result of eight trips to Manus over 
eight years seeking dive sites for his clients. He has found 
some of the world's best diving around Manus. 

Over 20 years ago, I dived on many of the places he visited and 
he has repeated many of my own experiences, including being 
'wary of the unfathomable suspicion that we provoke in sharks'. 

Review by Eric Lindgren 

Diving on the southwest coast of Lou Island and encountering 
hoards of circl ing sharks after swimming 200m over unending 
coral beds makes you reali se that these are the masters of the 
sea and that you are at their mercy. All I could do was back up 
to a coral knob and watch and wait until their curiosity was 
satisfied. Or diving on the incredible seawall along the south 
of N'Drova Island, where the cliffs drop vertically to 500m or 
more. Seeing the school.s of humphead wrasse and humphead 
parrotfish surrounded by dashes of rainbow runners and 
regular patrols of black-tipped and white-tipped reef sharks 
will remain a life-memory for me. 

Constant's book is full of remarkable photos. Quality is 
assured and every now and then one jumps out to grab you -
on page 76 there are gobies on a sea fan; suddenly you realise 
that there are more gobies than you saw at first glance - count 
them and see! Or delightful oyster on page 157 showing off 
its brilliant mantle and covering of red ~ponge. These are 
photos to visit more than once and enjoy. 

There is the occasional tip for the newer diver - you can 
distinguish the si lvertip shark from the white-tipped reef shark 
by the former's white tips on its pectoral fins and larger size. 
And the tawny nurse shark has a tri-fold pectoral fin which 
'spoons' to propel it off the bottom where it is normally seen. 

There are minor lapses but these do not detract from the 
appeal of the book: Bismark on the front end page is opposite 
a map showing it (correctly) as Bismarck. There are hand­
drawn maps of the western Pacific, Tasmania to Japan, and of 
Papua New Guinea but there is no map of Manus Province. 
This is a surprising omission as it would be nice to see the 
location of places Like Mbuke or Rarnbutsyo. 

But if you are after a coffee table book which samples the 
beauty and remoteness of diving and adventuring in Papua 
New Guinea, then this should suit your needs. t3 
Manus, Admiralty Islands, Lost World of the Titans by Pierre 
Constant, 1998. ISBN2-9503691-4-6 Self-published, 
available at US$50.00 including postage from the author at: 
8 rue Erlange,~ 75016 Paris, France. 
Phone: (331) 4761 9329 Fax: (331) 4621 7736 

19 



woman c 
giana has the ultimate in bird plumage and 

ay. Both are worthy of preservation. 
TIM AUSTRALIA 

~ Queensland has sponsored an Award Ceremony aimed at Each year for the past 14 years the Retailers Association of 

I showing the best of fashion in Queensland. Designers from all 
over the state are encouraged to enter their creations in a series of 
preliminary judgings held in the Queen Street Mall off King George 
Square in the heart of Brisbane. , 

To cope with the popularity among designers and the wide variety of 
clothing needs, a number of categories are available - Children's 
Wear, Swimwear, Corporate Clothing, Active Sports etc but the ultimate 
must be the Bridal and Couture Evening Wear categories. 

In each group a panel of judges drawn from the Australia-wide 
fashion industry selects a series of finalists. These are then shown at 
a spectacular Finalist Award Ceremony hosted by one of the 
commercial television stations and broadcast nationwide. 

In 1998, the Fourteenth RAO Awards, the spectacular Couture 
category included a dress inspired by Papua New Guinea's own bird of 
paradise, Paradisea raggiana. Originally known as Count Raggi 's bird 
of paradise, this species is found throughout the lowland forests of 

. Papua New Guinea to about 1500m. II is found from the eastern parts 
of the Western Province, along the south coast and around the bend to 
the Huon Peninsula. 

Here another plumed bird takes over, the Lesser Bird of Paradise, 
P. minor. In the area of contact males with gorgeous apricot and orange 
coloured plumes are found. P. minor continues along the north coast 
to the Vogelkop and Misool Island, also in forests to about 1500m above 
sea level. 

The colours in raggiana's plumage must be seen up close to 
appreciate the subtle shades and textures. The plumes graduate 

~ delicately from a filmy deep burnished red to a coarser tip of delicate 
gold~ and apricot shades. 



1 Tim of TIM AUSTRALIA, the creator of the Raggiana Dress, has 
.Wi.!'""11'1 a shop in Brisbane Arcade adjacent to the Queen Street Mall. He 

grew up in Papua New Guinea. At an early age, he met Fred, the 
friendly raggiana on display at the Baiyer River Bird of Paradise 

~f•iii'r11 "1 Sanctuary near Mt Hagen. 
'I will never forget seeing Fred display within inches of my face, 

~.~;~~~~•..., he said. I have tried to capture his spirit and beauty in this dress. I 
take my designing seriously and have used traditional haute 
couture techniques in its creation. I spent about 130 hours beading 
the corded lace including Swarovski crystals, plus 70 hours in 
embroidery and about 20 hours dyeing and assembling the 
materials. The dress is not for sale! 

'I have read a great deal about the bird of paradise trade in the 
,..,,.,,. first few decades of this century. I am appalled to think that 

......... , ••.•• countless millions of birds were slaughtered for their plumes, 

.. ~,-.,~ 
which were exported to Europe. France, the home of couture 
fashion was one of the worst offenders. In some small way this 
dress is my attempt to make up for the senseless fashion demands 
of those years. 

'This is the most prominent dress from a collection of four. It 
started with an organic form in mind - colours and textures to 
reflect the reality of the bird. The train was coloured using a 
special dyeing technique which I have developed. It is multi­
layered and changes in colour from the red 'bustle' to the orange­
yellow blush at the tip. I used red, orange, apricot, coral and 
fuchsia dyes to create the effect. In addition the silk organza is 
double-layered with different colours in each layer. I hope I have 
captured the essence of the colours of raggiana. 

'The detailed textures include embroidered corded lace beaded 
with black sequins and Swarovski crystals, plus clear sequins 
overlaid with crystals. There is a series of green crystals along the 

~t~~~i~~~ ... neckline contrasting with the wearer's skin - just as the iridescent 
green of ragianna's throat contrasts with its yellow collar. 
Raggiana's burnt brown bib is reflected in the darkness of the 
body of the dress.' 

Tim's motto: 
TIM AUSTRALIA - the most beautiful dresses in the world. 
In this dress he has demonstrated the reality of his vision. 

~ ~ 





The incredible richness of Papua 
New Guinea 's plant, an imal and 
human cultural life has earned 

this paradise of biological diversity a 
prominent place among an elite li st of 
nations given the designation of 
'megadiversity ' country. 

Out of a global total of more than 230 
countries, the 17 megadiversity 
countries account for at least two-thirds 
and probably three-quarters or more of 
all the Earth 's biodiversity, including 
terrestrial , freshwater and marine. 
These countries' sign ificance in global 
efforts to conservation of biodiversity 
cannot be ignored. 

Papua New Guinea is the third 
smallest of the megadiversity countries, 
but unquestionably one of the most 
unusual and interesting. The other 
megadiversity countries include: China, 
United States, Brazil, Australia, India, 
Democratic Republic of Congo, Mexico, 
Indonesia, Peru , South Africa, 
Colombia, Venezuela , Madagascar, 
Malaysia, Philippines and Ecuador. 

Turquoise weevil 

The megadiversity country concept is 
based on four premises: 
• the biodiversity of each and every 

nation is critically important to that 
nation 's survival and must be a 
fundamental component of any 
national or regional development 
strategy; 

• nonetheless , biodiversity is by no 
means evenly distributed on ou r 
planet and some countries , especiall y 
in the tropics , harbour far greater 
concentrations of biodiversity than 
others; 

• some of the richest and most diverse 
nations also have ecosystems that are 
under the most severe threat; and 

• to achieve maximum impact with 
limited resources , we must 
concentrate heavily (but not 
exclusively) on those countries 
richest in diversity and endemism 
and most severely threatened; 
investment in them should be 
roughly in proportion to their overall 
contribution to global biodiversity. 

Southern crowned pigeon 

A Vast Richness of Unusual Diversity 
The combination of Papua New 
Guinea 's impressive plant and animal 
diversity (much of it endemic, or fo und 
nowhere else) , its unmatched cultural 
diversity and the intact condition of a 
large percentage of its natural 
ecosystems and human cultures, makes 
this nation one of the most interesting 
and imp01tant on Earth. Highlights of 
the impressive species diversity include: 
• Total plant species diversity of an 

estimated 15,000 species, with at least 
10,500 endemic to Papua New 
Guinea; 

• Total mammal species diversity of 
242, of which 57 are endemic; 

• Total bird diversity of 762 species, 
with 85 endemic; 

• Total reptile diversity of 305 species, 
with 79 endemic; 

• Total amphibian diversity of 241 
species, with more than 89 endemic; 

• Among inve1tebrate species, a total of 
303 butterfly species, with 56 
endemic, ranking the country twelfth 
globally for endemic butterflies. And 
in tiger beetles, Papua New Guinea is 
the world's seventh richest country 
with 163 species; 

• In marine diversity, some 3,000 
marine fishes are thought to occur in 
New Guinea waters, with about 2,000 
inhabiting inshore reefs and habitats. 
Coral diversity is estimated at 300 
species, but the total may exceed 700, 
making Papua New Guinea one of the 
most coral-rich counn·ies in the world . 
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Some of the World's Most Fascinating Animals 

Papua New Guinea claims some of the most unusual and fascinating animal 
species found anywhere on earth. Thjs includes the birds of paradise, with 33 
of the total 42 species known to exist. The stunning Raggiana bird of paradise 
(photo above) is the national symbol of Papua New Guinea - it appears on 
the national flag and the national crest and is the symbol of the national airline. 

Other spectacular bird species are the cassowaries, the huge flightless birds 
that stand 1.3 to 1.7 metres tall and weigh as much as 60 kilograms. The 
cassowary is one of the few birds in the world that can be dangerous , giving a 
powe1ful, potentially lethal kick when cornered. 

New Guinea Island is also home to the world 's only known poisonous birds 
- the pitohuis. Most remarkable is that the toxin found in these birds is 
identical to that found in the poison-dart frogs of South America. 

Among manu11als , Papua New Guinea 's most spectacular flagship species 
are the tree kangaroos. Reaching a weight of up to 18 blograms, they are the 
largest of arboreal manu11als and also among the least known. They are 
perhaps the most endangered group of mammals in the country, with all the 
New Guinean species heavily hunted for food and for their skins. 

24 

Above: Spilocuscus maculatus (spotted cuscus) 

Below: Grey Dorcopsuis (wallaby) 

New Guinea 's reptiles include a number of 
flagship species, such as the beautiful green tree 
python, the rare Boelen 's python, the unusual 
crocodile skinks and the longest of all lizards, 
Varanus salvadori, wruch reaches a length of 3.3 
to 3.6 metres. Then there are the saltwater 
crocodile and the endemic New Guinea 
crocodile, wruch are also impo11ant to the local 
economy and as cult figures for many tribes of 
the Sepik River regions. 



Spectacular Human Cultural 
Diversity is Unsurpassed 
Human cultural diversity in Papua 
New Guinea is simply phenomenal, 
with an estimated 875 different 
languages in the country, and with 
most cultures still intact, unlike so 
many other parts of the world where 
tribal cultw-es are in rapid decline or 
effectively extinct. Papua New 
Guinea is the richest among the 
megadiversity countries in term of 
human cultures. 

The region of Papua New Guinea 
that perhaps best symboli ses the 
uniqueness of the country's human 
cultures is the Highlands, among the 
last large land areas on Earth to be 
explored. Noteworthy cultures of the 
Highlands are the Huli of the Tari 
Valley (photo on right), the 
neighbouring Mendi, the Enga, the 
Melpa-speaking people of the Wahgi 
Valley, the Asaro people with the 
world famous mud-man ceremony, 
and the Kukukukus, long known as 
ferocious warriors. 

The other internationally known 
cultural area is the Sepik River region, 
with almost 200 distinct languages, 
making it the most diverse in the 
country. Traditionally headhunters , 
the Sepik people are renowned as 
among the greatest woodcarvers in the 
world. Another characteristic of their 
cultw-e is the haus tambaran, or men 's 
spirit house, a magnificent structw-e 
that is the centre of village activity. 
These are such a dominant feature of 
Papua New Guinea cultures that the 
country's National Parliament is 
patterned after and decorated like a 
haus tambaran. 

In all, the complex of cultures in 
Papua New Guinea is truly 
overwhelming and cannot be matched 
anywhere else on the planet. The fact 
that many of these cultures still retain 
a major portion of their traditional 
elements makes them doubly special, 
and contributes even more to Papua 
New Guinea's position among the 
megadiversity countries. However, 
because of the pervasive impact of 
Western material culture, this diversity 
of human cultures is more gravely 
threatened than the country's rarest 
plants and animals. 

Below: Children from Tannanibit village, 
Karawari River, East Sepik Province 

Threats to Papua New Guinea's 
Rich Diversity Are On The Rise 
Papua New Guinea has been one 
of the major targets of predatory 
foreign logging companie since 
the 1980s, as part of a global push 
by these companies to co-opt 
much of the world 's remaining 
primary fo rests . Logging carried 
out by these companie is not 
sustainable although it does 
provide short-term benefits to 
local landowners. In general, 
Papua New Guinea's 
commercially logged forests have 
received little if any 
environmental management and 
logging methods in use usually 
cause considerable ecosys tem 
degradation . 

While land clearance for 
subsistence gardening or large­
scale commercial agricultural is 
often blamed for forest loss, this 
accounts for very little long-term 
damage in Papua ew Guinea. 
Recent estimates indicate that some 
200,000 hectares are in fact cleared 
annually for gardens, but it is likely 
that a large portion of such clearing 
is from secondary sites that have 
been allowed to regenerate for 10 
to 15 years. And only about 15 per 
cent of the land in Papua New 
Guinea is actively cultivated for 
either large-scale commercial or 
subsistence agricultw-e. 

Mining, especially in fragile 
ecosystems, is a substantial threat 
in Papua New Guinea, which has 
large stocks of valuable minerals. 
Some of the country's most 
valuable wetlands are threatened 
by gold and copper mines. 

In addition, pressures have 
increased recently on the nation 's 
fisheries. These threats are the 
same that impact fisheries in other 
parts of the tropical world and 
include over-fishing, pollution, 
coral reef mining, dynamite 
fishing and fish poisoning. Aside 
from these direct impacts, 
uncontrolled logging, clearing for 
agriculture and mangrove cutting 
can result in increased situation on 
reefs, seagrass beds and 
mangroves, with negative results. 
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Conservation is an Important 
Objective for Papua New Guinea 
The foundation for conserving Papua 
New Guinea's rich biodiversity is 
already laid, with the Fourth Directive 
Principle of the National Constitution 
stating: 'We declare our Fourth Goal to 
be for Papua New Guinea 's natural 
resources and environment to be 
conserved and used for the collective 
benefit of us all , and be replenished for 
future generations.' 

This philosophy will serve the country 
well , with so much at stake in terms of 
Papua New Guinea 's striking wealth of 
bio logical resources. Yet there are many 
challenges. One such situation is that 97 
per cent of the land is still in the hands of 
traditional landowners , which makes 
Western-sty le conservation through 
national parks and reserves not entirely 
appropriate for Papua New Guinea. For 
instance, there are only four national 
parks covering just 127 square 
kilometres or .03 per cent of the land 
area, although an additional 21 areas 
have been proposed. 
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Katydid 

Sepik Blue Orchid, Karawari River 
Probably the most appropriate 

protected area category for Papua New 
Guinea is the Wildlife Management Area 
(WMA). Within these areas, fonns of 
economic incentives for conservation 
are developed, and they also allow 
ce1tain designated species to be used by 
traditional owners under approved 
management and cropping programmes. 
There are currently 23 WMAs, covering 
18,132 square kilometres, or 3.8 per cent 
of the country. 

Another approach gaining more 
recognition in recent years is the 
Integrated Conservation and 
Development Strategy. This approach 
links conservation initiatives to social and 
economic development, and may prove 
paiticularly appropriate to the needs and 
land tenure realities of the country. 

Still , there needs to be increased 
emphasis on other sustainable 
biodiversity uses. These can include 
development of non-timber forest 
products, such as fruit, nuts and other 
wild plant foods , gums, resins , latex, 
aromatic oils, tairnin , rattan, orchids, 
sago and nipa palm products, bamboo 
products and potentially sustainable 
wildlife products, such as butterflies, 
crocodile skins, marine and freshwater 
aquarium fish and many others. 



Bioprospecting, through random plant 
collecting and through ethnobotanical 
research on traditional medicines, as 
well as further research on ge,mplasm of 
globa ll y important crop species 
originating in Papua New Guinea, are 
other avenues likely to be successful. 

Handicraft development also holds 
great potential, given the wonderful 
woodcarving traditions that exist. 

And fina ll y, ecotourism and cu ltural 
tourism may hold the greatest potential 
of all. Few countries can compare to 
Papua New Guinea in tem1s of unique 
biodiversity, as exemplified by the birds 
of paradise and other flagship species, 
and none can compare in terms of intact 
cultural diversity. 

Sepik Region 

Conservation International (Cl), a 
Washington DC based nongovernmental 
organisation, established an office in 
1997 in Port Moresby, with a goal to 
help preserve Papua New Guinea 
biodiversity in both marine and 
terrestrial habitats. This work has 
involved gathering vital biological data, 
educating local communities about 
environmental assets, and helping local 
groups acquire the abi lity to plan, 
implement and manage their own small­
scale sustainable enterprises. 

CI works in partnership with the 
Foundation of the Peoples of the South 
Pacific and local communities in the 
Lakekamu Basin, a large intact expanse 
of lowland rain forest. 

In the Wide Bay region of East New 
Britain, threatened by intensive forestry 
development and booming mineral and 
oi l exploitation, CI works with its 
partner, the East New Britain Sosel 
Eksen Komiti (EMBSEK). 

In addition, CI has conducted two 
successfu l Rapid Assessment 
Programme biological surveys in Papua 
New Guinea, one in 1994 in the Lake 
region of southern New Ireland 
Province, and another in 1996, in the 
Lakekamu Basin. During the latter 
survey, Cl trained nearly 20 Unjversity 
of Papua New Guinea students in fie ld 
biology techniques, to lay the foundation 
for long-term conservation success. CI 
is also providing assistance to marine 
resource owners at Paramana, Central 
Province, who are interested in 
conserving and rehabilitating their coral 
reefs and mangrove forests. 

It is important to note that Papua New 
Guinea is one of the few cow1tries on 
Earth where the original indigenous 
people still hold the rights to almost all of 
their land, and where much of their 
cultural and linguistic diversity still 
exists. The situation in Papua New 
Guinea is unlike anywhere else, and 
presents opportunities and development 
options that few other nations are 
fortunate to pos ess. 

Everything possible should be done to 
ensure that Papua New Guinea keeps its 
biodiversity and cu ltural values aJjve and 
vibrant for the benefit of all mankind. 
Hopefully, recogrution of Papua New 
Guinea's wtique status as one of the 
world's ebte megailiversity countries will 
contribute to making this a reality. ~ 

MiD C1TY LuxuRv su1TEs Cairns 
'Personal Service With None To Compare' RACQ Rating ***** 

'Where your stay is more than 4 walls & a bathroom' 

• Private Balcony • Undercover Parking • Serviced Daily 
• In the Heart of the City at ground level & • Mini Bars 
• Swimming Pool & Spa full Security at Public Bar Prices 
• Separate main bedroom • Fully Self-Contained • Room Service 

and queen size bed • Your Own Laundry • Free Cable TV 
• Fold out Sofa Bed • Air conditioned 

Mid City Luxury Suites 6 McLeod St Cairns 4870 
Email: accom@nudcity.com.au 

Telephone: (61) 740 515050 Fax: (61) 740 515161 Web: www.midcit .corn.au 

From 
$105 double per night 
$95 single per night 

Your hosts: Peter and Chrissie Johnson 
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A310-324 

F28-1000 

Aircraft type and Length Wingspan Power plant Cruising Speed Normal Altitude Std seating/cargo *Range 
manufacturer (metres) (metres) (kilorneo·es (metres) capacity with full (ki lomeo-es) 

per hour) passenger I oa d 

A310-324 46.67 43.90 2 Pratt & Vlhimey 900 10,500 209 pax + bags 7,000 
Airbus Industrie PW4152 + 11 ,100kg cargo 
Europe 

F28-4000 29.6 1 25.07 2 Rolls Royce 750 9,000 7+ pax + bags 1,600 
Fokker RB183 - 15H + 667kg cargo 
The Netherlands 

F28-1000 27.60 23.58 2 Rolls Royce 750 9,000 60 pax + bags 1,600 
Fokker RB I 83 - 15 + 79+kg cargo 
The Netherlands 

DHC DASH-200B 22.25 25 .89 2 Pratt & Whimey 550 7,600 36 pax + bags 1,700 
Bombardier PW123D + 331kg cargo 
Canada 

* Quoted range based on fu lly loaded aircraft. Greater range is achieved by limiting passengers and/or cargo carried on certain routes. 

f.rnft \ \"nrk, 
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INTERNATIONAL OFFICES 
BRISBA E 
99 Creek Street 
GPO Box 2216 
BRISBANE QLD 4001 
AUSTRALIA 
Tel: (61 7) 32211544 
Fax: (61 7) 32200040 
Email: 
sales.brisbane@airniugini. 
com.pg 

CAIRNS 
Shop 2 Tropical Arcade 
4-6 Shie lds Street 
CAIRNS QLD 4870 
AUSTRALIA 

SYDNEY 
Somare House 
1.00 Clarence Street 
PO Box 5293 
SYDNEY NSW 2001 
AUSTRALIA 
Tel: (61 2) 92901544 
Fax: (61 2) 92902026 
Email: 
sales.sydney@airniugini. 
com.pg 

HONIARA 
PO Box 677 
HONIARA 
SOLOMON ISLANDS 
Tel: (677) 22895 
Fax: (677) 24025 

SINGAPORE 
101 Thomson Road 
#01-05/06 United Square 
SINGAPORE 11 30 
Tel: (65) 2504868 
Fax: (65) 2533425 
Email 
sales.singapore@airniugini. 
com.pg 

MANILA 
Fortune Office Building G/F 
160 Legaspi Street 
Legaspi Village 
MAKATI CITY 
PHILIPPINES 

Tel: (63 2) 8913339 /40 /41 
Fax: (63 2) 8913393 

~ 
AirNiugini 
PX Internet Web site: 
www.airniugini.com.pg 

Tel: (61 70) 514950 
Fax: (61 70) 313402 
Email: 
sales.cairns@airniugini. 
com.pg Local call number in Australia: 1300 361380 

GENERAL SALES AGENTS 
PORT VILA 
Vanu atu Travel Services Ltd 
Tel: (678) 22836 
Fax: (678) 23583 

LONDON 
Briti sh Airways Travel 
Shops 
Tel: (44 171) 7074146 
Fax: ( 44 171) 7074145 

SEOUL 
Sharp Inc 
Tel: (82 2) 7347100 
Fax: (82 2) 7347108 

AUCKLAND/FIJVCOOK IS 
Walshes World (NZ) Ltd 
Tel: (64 9) 3793708 
Fax: (64 9) 3022420 

JAKARTA 
P.T. Ayuberga 
Tel: (62 21) 5780615 / 

5780628 /5780654 
Fax: (62 21) 5713013 

DOMESTIC SALES OFFICES 
PORT MORESBY 
Tel: (675) 321 2888 
Fax: (675) 321 3651 

WAIGANI 
Tel: (675) 325 1055 
Fax: (675) 325 3683 

BOROKO 
Tel: (675) 325 9084 / 3541 
Fax: (675) 325 3614 

LAE 
Tel: (675) 472 1892 
Fax: (675) 472 4758 

MADANG 
Tel: (675) 852 2699 
Fax: (675) 852 2849 

WEWAK 
Tel: (675) 856 2233 
Fax: (675) 856 2203 

ALOTAU 
Tel: (675) 641 1100 
Fax: (675) 6411636 

GOROKA 
Tel: (675) 732 1444 
Fax: (675) 732 1489 

TEL AVIV 
Open Sky Ltd 
Tel: (972 3) 5253444 
Fax: (972 3) 5253445 

TAIPEI 
Dragon Express Co Ltd 
2F, World Express Bldg 
82 Chien Kuo North Road 
Section 2 
Taipe i, Taiwan 
Tel: (886 2) 5152025 
Fax: (886 2) 5060023 

MT HAGEN 
Tel: (675) 542 1444 
Fax: (675) 542 1423 

PORGERA 
Tel: (675) 547 9500 
Fax: (675) 547 8828 

KAVIENG 
Tel: (675) 984 2135 
Fax: (675) 984 2337 

KUALA LUMPUR 
Pelancogan Abadi Sdn Bhd 
Tel: (60 3) 2424311 
Fax: (60 3) 2412322 

JAPAN 
Japan Airlines 
4-11 Jogasjo-Shinagawa 
2 Chome 
Shinagawa-ku 
Tokyo 140 - Japan 
Tel: (81 3) 5460 3724 
Fax: (81 3) 5460 5982 

RABAUL 
Tel: (675) 982 9033 
Fax: (675) 982 9052 

MANUS 
Tel: (675) 470 9092 

LIHIR 
Tel: (675) 986 4008 
Fax: (675) 986 4032 

HOSKINS 
Tel: (675) 983 5077 
Fax: (675) 983 5669 ~ Air Niugini 



Responsible 
Environmental Management 

Is Our Deepest Concern. 



/ L HEMCARE PHARMACIES LID 
HEAD OFFICE 
PO Box 349, LAE 
Phone: 472 4133, 472 4674 
Fax: 472 4230, 472 4153 

MOROSE PHARMACY 
Lae - Phone: 472 6195 

MADANG PHARMACY 
Phone: 852 2775 

HIGHLANDS PHARMACY 
Goroka - Phone: 732 1426 

KIMBE PHARMACY 
Phone: 983 5387 

ALOTAU PHARMACY 
Phone: 641 1307 

NIUGINI WHOLESALE DRUG 
PO Box 349, Lae 
Phone: 472 4133 
Fax: 472 4230, 472 4153 

PO Box 1322, Boroko 
Phone: 323 3898, 323 3992 
Fax: 323 3949 

THE FLORIST 
(Inside Morobe Pharmacy) 
Phone: 472 2300 

✓ 1 Hour Colour prints 

✓ Photo Frames 

✓ Films 

✓ Laminating 

✓ Contact Prints 

✓ Slide to Print 

✓ Passport Photos 

✓ Slide Processing 

✓ Customised Framing 

✓ B & W Processing 

✓ School Photos 

WEWAK PHARMACY 
Phone: 856 2085 

CLARKES CHEMIST 
Kokopo - Phone: 982 8423 

MELPA PHARMACY 
Mt Hagen - Phone: 542 1263 

TABUBIL PHARMACY 
Phone: 548 9056 

ERIKU PHARMACY 
Lae - Phone: 472 0046 

INDUSTRIAL WATER SERVICES 
PO Box 349, Lae 
Phone: 472 4358 
Fax: 472 4230 

POOL SHOP 
PO Box 349, Lae 
Phone: 472 3320 Fax: 472 4230 

✓ Reprints 

✓ Albums 

✓ Cameras 

✓ Copy Prints 

✓ Enlargements 

✓ ID Photos 

✓ ID Cards 

✓ Work Permit Photos 

✓ Picture Framing 

✓ Document Framing 

✓ Professional Enlarging 

CHEMCAREPHARMACYRABAUL 
Phone: 982 1221 

CHEMCARE PHARMACY PACIFIC PLACE 
Phone: 320 2376 

CHEMCAREPHARMACYTAURAMA 
Phone: 325 5615 

CHEMCAREPHARMACYBOROKO 
Phone: 325 5533 

CHEMCARE PHARMACY SPRING GARDEN RD 
Phone: 323 3992 

Now at 
CHEMCARE 
PHARMACY 

Fotofast Port Moresby 
PO Box 1322, Boroko 
Phone: 323 3893, 323 3992 
Fax: 323 3949 

ADVANCE PHOTO SYSTEM 
NOW IN PORT MORESBY 
* Advantix Film processing 
* Prints Available 

- Classic 
- High definition 
- Panorama 

* Index Prints 

There's a Fotofast Minilab Close to You. 
LOCATED IN PORT MORESBY AT: ALSO SITUATED IN CHEMCARE PHARMACIES AT: 

Turumu Street, Boroko 
Pacific Place, Taurama, Boroko, Spring Garden Rd, 
Lae, Kokopo, Mt Hagen, Madang, Wewak, Goroka, 
Rabaul , Tabubil , Eriku, Alotau, Kimbe 

Send a photograph on any subject to Fotofast Photograph Competition, PO Box 1267, Port Moresby . 
A winning photograph will be published in each issue of Paradise. The winner will receive prizes ofKlOO cash from Paradise 

and a KlOO Fotofast voucher to be spent at any Fotofast outlet in Papua New Guinea. The decision of the judges will be final . 



Clinton Caleb - winner of the Photograph Competition 
Call me Franky- Clinton's nephew 
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Put some 
Ramu in it ... 



New Ireland 
Cocoa 

Story and photographs by Laurence Gagau, 
Claire Angelloz-Nicoud and Marc Dozier 

Iwas slowly stirring my Milo, not yet 
awake enough to appreciate the 
beautiful sunrise over the sea. From 

our house close to the beach, it is usually 
possible to see Tabar Island, but in this 
early hour my eyes were still in radar 
orientation mode and I was floating in 
semi-consciousness. 

Mama Rose brought us some fresh 
home-made donuts. We were on our 
second visit to our New Ireland family -
Rose, her husband Silas Kombeo and the 
whole community ofFatmilak on the east 
coast. Everybody in the village called us 
'pi.kinini bilong Silas' (the children of 
Silas) and this_ made us very happy. 

Lost in my thoughts, I staited to eat 
some of the delicious donuts. 

Suddenly, a ute honked, but I was 
still very sleepy so I kept on tirring my 
Milo without 
any reaction. 
My gir lfriend 
Claire reminded 
me that it was 
Thursday and 
that our friend 
Laurence Gagau 
had invited us to 
go buying cocoa 
with him this 
morning. 

I drank quickly and, like the 
basketball player on the Milo tin, we 
energetically jumped into the old red 
ute. The Boluminsky Highway was not 
as blinding as it is during the day. 
Nobody was on the road ... only the 
shadows of the coconut trees. 'It could 
not be the road to Paradise. It is 
Paradise,' I thought. 

We took the road down to Namatanai. 
On the way, Laurence began to educate 
us about cocoa. 

Dry cocoa beans 

'Cocoa drying follows a cycle of seven 
days, and the new cocoa is collected 
every Thursday. There is a competition 
between buyers because there are tlu·ee 
or four cars running down the Highway 
every Thursday to buy cocoa. The price 
varies between the buyers, between 
40 and 45 toea per kilo.' 

When he was talking his hand plunged 
regulai·ly into his beautiful traditional 
New Ireland banana leaf basket to get 
buai (betelnut) that he chewed spiritedly. 

Cocoa beans 

Seeing a potential vendor by the side of 
the road , he stopped tl1e car ai1d a mangi 
(young boy) jumped from the ute and 
almost lost his ' speai·' (long Papua New 
Guinea.11 cigarette rolled in newspaper). 
Everybody on board was laughing at him 
but he paid them no attention. He took a 
heavy bag full of cocoa a.11d hung it on a 
scale. His muscles were so tense that we 
iliought his am1band would explode 
(photo below). 

The deal was made. At the front, 
Laurence filled out the receipt, discreetly 
gave the money to the vendor and we 
left, remembering to wave to everybody. 
We repeated this many times, stopping 
by the side of the road wherever a 
vendor was waiting. 
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On the way, we met a girl who was 
armed with a long stick that terminated 
in a massive hook (photo on right). 
Laurence stopped the car. She explained 
to us that she was going to pick cocoa 
and demonstrated the use of the hook by 
collecting cocoa fruits from high in the 
trees. After one last smile, we left her 
and I started to ing a song that Silas ' son 
and I had compo ed. It was inspired by 
the French singer, Serge Gainsbourg: 
'Cocoa mi hamamas, meri Cocoa mi 
hamamas olsem' (I like cocoa but I like 
cocoa 's girl too). 

When we arrived back neai· to 
Fatmilak, the cai· dropped us at 
Laurence's cocoa plantation. Cocoa, 
cocoa ... everywhere! 

Laurence picked a long yellow fruit 
and broke it. It tasted like a delicious 
exotic ice cream - sweet, a little acidic 
- fresh cocoa instantly became my 
favourite fruit. There was a symphony 
of flavours in my mouth. Fresh air was 
blowing under the cocoa trees. In this 
peaceful atmosphere I imagined what 
hard work it is to acquire a plantation 
like this one. 
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Laurence explained to me that after 
clearing the bush away, plants are 
purchased from the Department of 
Primary Industry and planted four 
metres apart, so that one hectare can 
contain around 620 trees. 

To protect the delicate cocoa trees , 
easily damaged by the sun, a 'shade 
tree' is planted between every two 
plants. But 'shade trees' do not grow at 
the same time as cocoa trees so two 
types of shade trees must be planted: a 
temporary shade tree which grows 
quickly and a permanent shade tree 
which is slower growing. It will take 
eighteen months for a cocoa tree to 
reach maturity and it can live between 
ten and fifteen years . 

Still eating these delicious fruit, we 
walked to the fermentary. It was a big 
building of wood and corrugated iron, 
similar to a copra dryer but bigger. 

Laurence 's father was working in the 
fe1mentary and showed us the process 
(photo below). 

After harvesting or purchasing cocoa 
fruit , they fill up a big wooden box 
called a 'fermenting box '. Divided 
into two compartments, every day for 
seven days the 'wet beans ' will be 
passed from one compartment to the 
other until they lose their white colour 
and become black. 



On the eighth day, the beans are spread in the dryer fuelled 
by a fire. They will stay there for two or three days, regularly 
mixed until they become 'dry beans ' . 

Laurence fills up the brown bags (one bag weighs 63.Skgs), 
and sells them to big companies like Agmark or Angco which 
have agents in Kavieng. 'Like a boat, prices are floating 
between 110 and 125 kina for a bag,' concluded Laurence. 

We left the beans to dry in their warm room and went home. 
When we came back, the night had already wrapped our 

house and our host, Silas invited Laurence to eat with us. 
During dinner, we continued to talk about cocoa. Law-ence 
took a book out of his basket, cleaned the kambang (lime 
used to chew with betel nut) from it and started to show us 
a!J the different diseases that can occur during the life of a 
cocoa tree. We were amazed to discover the number of 
natural enemies of the tree - fleas , bugs, worms, ants, bees 
and thousands of other kinds of insects. 

'We have to be careful and look after our cocoa trees like 
a mother does her children,' said Laurence. 'It's a long 
process from the planting to the drying time and we need lots 
of knowledge if we want cocoa to finish as ... this!' , he said 
with a smile, looking at the kitchen shelves. 

I turned my head slowly in the direction he was pointing 
and discovered the familiar green Milo tin. I eat Nestle 
chocolate every day at home in France and drink Milo very 
often in Papua New Guinea, but I had never made the link 
between the cocoa trees I see in New Ireland and those 
lovely sweets. 

To celebrate this great discovery of the day, just before a 
Jong night's sleep, it was the right time for some home­
made fresh cocoa 'ice cream' (photo below) and a cocoa 
drink with friends. ~ 

Marc Dozier is a French artist-photographer who has 
worked with the National Museum and Art Gallery. Marc 
acknowledges all his New Ireland 'wantoks' : Silas 
Kombeo, Rose, Sophie, Dorine, Jonathan, Monica, Bobo, 
Wham, Rasta, Laurence Gagau, Cleo and all the others, 
without forgetting Roger Gaertner and Julie Richard. 

Bank South Pacific 

Nationally owned and serving the people 
of Papua New Guinea 

our competitive advantages include:-

our continuity of management 
our experience and highly skilled staff 
our early response time for lending decisions 
and our reputation for high quality 

BSP is achieving recognition for both our range of 
products and services, for our sophisticated IT platform 
and our network expansion which is providing career 
path opportunities for our citizens. 

For many years the Kundu drum has been synonymous 
with the culture of a fascinating and developing Papua 
New Guinea. 

Now, the Kundu drum is the symbol of the emerging 
strength of a nationally owned financial institution, known 
for its quality and professionalism - Bank South Pacific. 

BSP - our strength is in our people 





As I come down from the northern face of the 
highlands of Papua New Guinea, a flat uniform 
immensity of dark green jungle awaits me. One of 

the last wilderness areas of the planet, it is crossed from 
west to east by the mighty Sepik River (photo abo,•e). A 
diversity of tribes and cultures, far beyond imagination, has 
led to the division of three main regions: Upper, Middle 
and Lower Sepik. 

The 'Highlander' of MAF struts its descent, gliding like a 
bird over the Blackwater Lakes. Bedecked with giant water 
lilies, these lakes apperu· like a cluster of swamps with floating 
islands. A last curve above the yellow brown river and we land 
at Arnbunti in the Middle Sepik - a sleepy vi ll age on the left 
bank crushed under the strong equatorial sun. 

Our little team of three has come to shoot a programme for 
French television. Alphonse Mawa, who is reputed to be a 
great crocod ile hunter, will help us as a gu ide and interpreter. 
Soon, we head to the Blackwater Lakes in his motorised 
dugout canoe. Unfonunately, it is the beginning of the rainy 
season and the large crocodiles ru·e well hidden in the aquatic 
grass at the centre of the lake. Imitating the chru·acteristic 
throat noise of these reptiles, Alphonse manages to hru·poon 
two young ones on the surface with the striking speed of 
lightning. To general surprise, he does this in the dru·k. A 
stupefying experience! Built like a wrestler, Alphonse, very 
modest, says he feels ashamed of such a ridiculous catch. 
Nevertheless, he will prove to be a great source of infom1ation 
for the ceremonies that will follow. 

Our good luck calls us to Yentchenmangua, a village a few 
hours down river. It has been seven year since ru1y initiation 
rite has taken place for those who ru·e purposely named the 
'crocodile men ' . Pe1fect timing! Thanks to Alphonse as a 
translator, we meet the bigman , the chief of the clan. 
Authorisation is granted to witness the ceremony, of course 
with the help of a generous compensation. 

We are given a house on stilts, right in the middle of the 
village, a stone throw away from the Haus Tambaran. 
Sometimes called the 'spirits ' house', it is the house of men -
taboo for women - where old and young meet to discuss the 
affairs of the clan. It is a massive constrnction of palrnwood, 
with an invened V-shaped roof made of sago palm leaves. 
Above the eastern and western entrances, two oval openings 
display some painted heads, expressive sculptures carved in 
wood, which symbolise the protective spirits (photo above). 
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Traditionally for the young men aged 
17 and over, to become an adult involves 
submission to a rite of initiation. 
Although deliberate and voluntary, it is 
excruciatingly painful to endure. It 
involves scarification of the torso and 
back. The adolescent has to lose the 
'blood of the mother ' in order to become 
a man and to deserve the respect of the 
community. At bitth , the baby is born 
from the blood of the woman and he will 
be freed from the influence of the mother 
only through the symbolic loss of his 
blood attachment. 

Now it the case that not many men go 
through the initiation, either because 
they have lived far away from the village 
or because they went to school or 
university elsewhere. The choice is the 
individual 's. There is no age limit to be 
accepted and recognised as a true 
member of the clan. 

The brotherhood of the so-called 
'crocodile men ' is unique in the world, 
endemic to the Middle Sepik. W11y is 
the crocodile chosen as the initiation 
symbol? Because of the inherent 
qualities of the reptile: strength, rapidity, 
intelligence, patience, cunning, the 
ability to appear and disappear without a 
noise, the surprise effect. For the young 
man who takes the rite, it is a proof of 
courage to face pain without saying a 
word. It is also the right time for the 
elders to teach a young man the 
principles of correct behaviour in 
society, such as to take proper care of his 
family, to not commit adultery, to avoid 
becoming a drunkard or a thief. 
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The ceremony at Yentchenmangua 
will last for three days. More than 20 
candidates, aged between 17 and 55 
years , will participate. The site for the 
initiation can only be the Haus 
Tambaran which, for the occasion , will 
be masked from the women 's eye sight, 
from the very beginning of the 
preparation. 

Palm leaves, tree trunks and banana 
leaves are collected from the river side. 
These are brought to the village on rafts 
and canoes and used for the 
construction of the palisade. Set up 
during the night, the huge wall of logs 
and palms, eight metres in height, make 
a tight square hiding the Haus 
Tambaran. An entrance door to the east 
and another one to the west allow 
access, but are still masked by palms 
and banana leaves. 

On the second day, the Haus Tambaran 
is full of activity where men are preparing 
food for the festivities. A pig is sac1ificed 
and roasted (skin and hairs) , before it is 
sliced into pieces. Getting ready for the 
singsi.ng - the dancing and chanting 
ceremony - a dozen men, naked like 
wmms, are gathered a.round the mudpit 
(photo above). There, they happily 
spread red clay on their muscular bodies 
from head to tail. Then, they adorn their 
a.nns, legs, wrists and ankles with white 
cow1ie bracelets. A tuft of long green and 
yeUow leaves , tied around the wrust, will 
hide their backside. W1iite paint is across 
the face and forehead. To top it all , a 
beautiful headdress of black cassowary 
feathers and yellow-red feathers of the 
raggiana bird of paradise covers each of 
their heads . 

Singsing in front of haus tambaran 
,-----------,._, 



In line, they emerge out of the fence under the 
scorching sun of the early afternoon. Following an alley 
planted with palm leaves, they dance in a snakelike 
march , stomping the ground to the left and to the ri ght 
towards the skull of a sacred crocodile at the foot of a 
banana tree . (Dancer photo right.) A repetitive 
succession of sounds is chanted by all the dancers, 
calling the spirit of the puk puk and all the different 
names of the crocodile. 

After a few circles around the sacred skull , they return 
to the palisade of the Haus Tambaran, only to reappear on 
the other side and so forth. The repetition of the dance 
until dusk will slowly drive the already initiated men into 
a deep trance. The singsing will carry on until midnight. 

The whole village, including the spectators , is caught 
by the spell of the pukpuk. Women and children are 
seated on both sides of the wild catwalk, observing the 
show. The sound of the garamur - the split drums 
carved into wooden logs - is heard once in a while 
inside the fence. The lugubriou drumming announces 
the serious and irreversible aspect of the ceremony, from 
which now no candidate can e cape. Each one is fully 
conscious of the deep transformation he will go through. 
Nothing will ever be as it was before. He will become a 
rea l man, a crocodile man. Some women and mothers are 
already in shock. Tears are running down their cheeks. 
They know that their son does not belong to them any 
longer. Some fear even worse. What if their boy does not 
survive the initiation? 

My night is troubled by strange dreams. The singsing 
resumes again before dawn like a dance of ghosts. I wake 
up , sweating under the mosquito net after a bad 
nightmare. What if I was the one out there, waiting to be 
initiated? Freshly shaven heads and totally naked, the 
candidates are standing in the dark, against the orange 
purple light of dawn, at the end of the alley of palms. 
Lost in their thoughts, hands crossed under the navel, 
concern and fear are expressed on their faces. All are 
chewing some magic plant, herbs with long leaves 
sticking out of their mouth (middle photo) - a narcotic 
to sustain the pain and the stress. The rolling sound of the 
garamur drums is now breaking the silence of the night. 
The time has come. 

Heads down, the line of 'would be crocodile men' is 
pushed forward to the enclosure. Each candidate is led in 
the initiate journey by two male members of his family, 
who will assist him throughout the initiation. As soon as 
they cross the door to the wall , the young men are beaten 
up with banana sterns. 

Dugout canoes brought up earlier into the fence have 
been turned upside down. These will be used as 
operation tables. The boys are seated there. One 
assistant is holding the arms, while the other holds the 
legs (bolfom photo). Enter the skin cutter, whose work is 
the scarification of the torso, then the back. More than a 
hundred cuts are made with a razor blade, creating a 
design which imitates the aligned scales of the crocodile. 
Sharp bamboo knives were used in the past. 
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The whole morning will be necessary to 
transform the 24 candidates at the rate of 
one every half hour. Some pass out 
during the ceremony. The garamut will 
be drummed after each new initiation. 

Outside the wall, time passes slowly for 
those who wait the exit of thei1· son or 
husband. To distract their attention, some 
women covered with red mud or painted 
like grotesque clowns pe1fo1111 satirical 
imitation of men 's work, habits and 
behaviour (photo right) . Everybody laughs 
as the acting proves to be really funny. 

At last, the how· has come. Once again, 
the cohorts emerge in between the palms of 
the hidden door. Carried on men 's backs, 
the new crocodi le men, unable to walk or 
stand, are now merely alive (photo below). 
Their heads rest on the shoulders of their 
po1ters, their backs striated with bleeding cuts, their eyes are absent, staring into the void. 

Somehow in the eyes of the community they are well and alive. Their appearance 
is welcomed, though only temporary, for they will return to the Haus Tambaran right 
away. They will remain unseen for one whole month , the time necessary for their 
recovery under the careful examination of the medicine men who will ensure their 
proper healing. A natural antiseptic is applied on the wounds, as well as ashes in each 
cut to create ridges similar to the scales of the crocodiles. 

When they return from their initiate journey, each man has acquired the courage of 
the warrior, the respect of the community, a new dignity indeed. All are proud to be 
crocodile men. If some day the puk puk were to disappear from the troubled waters of 
the Sepik, the custom will be carried onwards for the survival of the culture. The call 
of the pukpuk is mysteriously incarnated in each warrior with the dignity of the name. 

Pierre Constant is a French photographer who has visited Papua New Guinea many 
times. His recently published book on Manus is reviewed on page 19 of this issue. 



AUDIO ENTERTAINMENT 
CLASSICAL 

Channel: 5 
The Barber of Seville 
Overture (Rossini) 
Orpheus Chamber Orchestra 
DGG 

tring Quintet 'o l in A 
major, Op 18 Allegro vivace 
(Mendelssohn) 
The Raphael Ensemble 
HYPERION 

Ariette: 'Je Jeux Vivre dans 
ce ReH Que l'Enivre· 
From Romeo and Juliet 
(Gounod) 
Sumi Jo: soprano 
English Chamber Orche tra 
Conductor: Giuliano Carella 
ERATO 

L'Autunno (Autumn) RV 293 
Allegro, Adagio molto, Allegro 
(Vivaldi) 
Elizabeth Wallfi sch: baroque 
violin 
Australian Brandenburg 
Orchestra 
Director: Paul Dyer 
ABC 

Trumpet Voluntary (Clarke) 
Maurice Andre: tmmpet 
Jane Parker-Smith: organ 
EMI 

Bourree (Bach) 
Academy of 
St Martin-In-The-Fields 
Conductor: Sir eville Marriner 
PHILIP 

Spanish Love Song 
(Trad. arr. Chad,\ id.J 
Jane Rutter: flute 
RCA 

Four Romantic Pieces 
Allegro moderato, 
Allegro Maestoso (Dvorak) 
Anthon) Marwood: violin 
Susan Tomes: piano 
HYPERIO 

Concerto o 3 in E flat major, 
K 447 (Mozart ) 
Michael Thompson: horn 
Bournemouth Sinfonietta 

AXOS 

An den Fruhling (Grieg) 
Julian Lloyd Webber: cello 
John Lenehan: piano 
PHILIPS 

POP 
Channel: 6 

Last To Know 
Human ature 
COL MBIA 

'othing Really Matter 
ladonna 

MAVER! K 

Say It Once 
ltra 

EAST WET 

Down ·o Long 
Jewel 
ATLA TIC 

A Little Bit More 
911 

VIRGl 

Thank ABB For The lusic 
Steps. Tina Cou ins. Cleopatra. 
B*Witched. Billie 
EPIC 

Lucky Me 
Bachelor Girl 
GOTHAM 

EYery Morning 
Sugar Ra) 

TLA 'TIC 

Shimmer 
Shawn Mullins 
COLUMB IA 

Intuition 
atalie Imbruglia 

RCA 

ntil The Time ls Through 
Five 
RCA 

Cloud #9 
Bryan Adams 
A&M 

trong Enough 
Cher 
WEA 

Tell Me Everything 
Adam Cohen 
COLUMBIA 

Run 
Collective oul 
ATLA TIC 

I 

EASY LISTENING 
Channel: 7 

Come Rain Or Come Shine 
Frank Sinatra 
REPRI E 

LoYe l s 
Brian 1cKnight 
& Yanes,a Williams 
1ERCURY 

A ngel 
arah Mclachlan 
RISTA 

Tenterfielcl adcller 
Rick Price 
COLUMB IA 

JO Minutes Till 
The Savages Come 
Manhattan Transfer 

OL MBIA 

Dragonfl~ ummer 
1ichael Franb 

REPRISE 

Nature Boy 
Nat King Cole 
EM I 

Black Coffee 
onica & The Moochers 

rooArt 

.::; 

EASY LISTENING 
Channel: 7 

Danny Boy 
Harry Connick Jr 
soy 

Endless Love 
Lionel Richie & Diana Ro s 
MOTO 

Makin' Whoopee 
Dr John & Rick ie Lee Jones 
EPIC 

Cry Me A River 
Marc Hunter 
ABC 

The Look Of Lon 
Anita Baker 
ELEKTRA 

By The Time This ight 
Is O\'er 
Kenny G "ith Peabo Bryson 
ARISTA 

AirNiugini 
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COMEDY 
Channel: 9 

St George and the Dragonet 
Stan Freberg 
CAPITOL 

Bill Cosby Goes To 
A Football Game 
Bill Cosby 
RHlNO 

Zits 
Jasper Carroll 
CHRYSALIS 

Olympics 
Je1Ty Seinfeld 
UNIVERSAL 

Cricket Commentators 
The Two Ronnies 
BBC 

Song In A French Accent 
Neil Inne 
ISLAND 

Argument 
Monty Python 
VIRGrN 

Introducing Tobacco 
To Civilisation 
Bob Newhart 
PI CKWJCK 

A Hard Days Night 
Peter Sellers 
EM I 

Scuba Diving 
Jerry Seinfeld 
UNIVERSAL 

The Devil 
Rowan Atkinson 
LAUGHI G STOCK 

The Gourmet 
Rodney Dangerfield 
RHfNO 

Closing News 
The Two Ronnies 
BBC 

Merchant Banker 
Stephen Fry, Bob Geldof and 
Midge Ure 
WEA 

Carry On Em 
Morecambe and Wise 
BBC 

The Ying Tong Song 
The Goons 
ECLIPSE 
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COUNTRY 
Channel: 10 

Start The Car 
Travis Tritt 

WB 

Lesson In Leavin ' 
Jo Dee Messina 
CURB 

South Of Santa Fe 
Brooks & Dunn 
ARISTA 

You Had Me From Hello 
Kenny Chesney 
BNA 

Fool, I'm A Woman 
Sara Evans 

RCA 

Stranger In My Mirror 
Randy Travis 

DREAM WORKS 

Tonight The Heartache's On Me 
Dixie Chicks 
MONUMENT 

WORK 

I. Librarian 

4. Teacher 
7. Journalist 

HOLIDAY 
DYG 

J 
X 

2. Optician 

5. Policeman 

I 
L W 
T R 0 
y L p 

L S 
T M 
M 
I X R 

A 
A 
z 

COUNTRY 
Channel: 10 

She's Always Right 
Clay Walker 
GIA T 

Whatever You Say 
Martina McBride 
RCA 

Lover's Return 
Emmylou Harri s, Linda Ronstadt, 
Dolly Parton 
ASYLUM 

Give My Heart To You 
Billy Ray Cyrus 
MERCURY 

::::: 
co 

Boy Oh Boy 
The Wilkinsons 
GIANT 

I Wouldn't Tell You No Lie 
The Tractors 
ARISTA 

Man! I Feel Like A Woman 
Shania Twain 
MERCURY 

One Honest Heart 
Reba McEntire 
MCA 

Wish You Were Here 

3. Carpenter 

6. Electrician 

CROSSWORD 

CHILDREN'S 
Channel: 11 

Jollity Farm 
Mic Conway 
ABC 

Quack Quack 
The Wiggles 
AB C 

Hide And Seek 
Bananas In Pyj amas 
ABC 

Dance Myself To Sleep 
Bert and Ernie from 
Sesame Street 
ABC 

Superman's First Adventure 
Bob Holiday, Jackson Beck, 
George Petrie, Joan Alexander, 
Ronald Liss & Jack Grimes 
METRO 

I Wish I Had A Friend To 
Play With Me 
Bert from Sesame Street 
ABC 

Gerald McBoing Boing 
Dr Seuss 
CAPITOL 

I Can Hear My Feet Go 
John from Play School 
ABC 

Read Me A Story 
Big Bird & Zoe 
from Sesame Street 
ABC 

A Pile Of Clothes 
John Hamblin & Friends 
ABC 

Up Goes The Castle 
Ernie from Sesame Street 
ABC 

Aladdin 
Aladdin Cast 
WALT DISNEY 

Circles 
Cookie Monster & Herry 
Monster from Sesame Street 
ABC 

The Boogie-Woogie Piggies 
The Oinker Sisters 
ABC 
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FEATVHE FIL~S 
International flights: 

from Port Moresby to Port Moresby 

JULY 
The Corruptor At First Sight 

Genre: Action/Drama Rated: R 
From: BWamer 120 minutes 

Nick Chen is a highly decorated office of 
the New York Police Department, the first 
Chinese-born immigrant of the force. Chen 
has used his close ties with a grnup of 
Chinese ' businessmen ' known as the Triads 
to rise through the ranks. A turf war has 
erupted between the Triads and the 
Fukienese Dragons. The NYPD beefs up 
the Asian Gang Unit wiLh a new recruit: an 
idealistic cop, Danny Wallace, who is 
unaware of how power and influence have 
compromised his superiors. 
Featuring: Mark Wahlberg, Ric Young, 

Chow Yun-Fat, Paul Ben-Victor 
Director: Ja mes Foley 

Genre: Drama 
From: MGM 

Rated: PG-1 3 
129 minutes 

After experimental surgery gives Virgil 
Adamson back the sight he lost as a child, he 
is thrust into a world of objects without 
meaning. Virgil is a vi.Jtual child again who 
must discover this exotic new world. As 
Virgil fi ghts to comprehend the awe­
inspi.J-ing new world that has opened up to 
him, he begi.J1s to lose sight of what he 
wanted in the first place. Only when he 
stops followmg his eyes and instead follows 
his heart does he learn what it means to 
really see. 
Featuring: Val Kilmer, Mira Sorvino, 

Kelly McGillis, athan Lane 
Director: Irwin Winkler 

AUGUST 
A Civil Action Patch Adams 

Genre: Drama 
From: Paramount 

Rated: PG-1 3 
115 minutes 

Simple greed prompts attorney Jan 
Schlichtmann to accept a seemingly 
straightforward case. A cluster of farnil ies 
with leukemia-stricken children suspect two 
giant corporations of illegally dumping 
toxic chemicals, with the resultant pollution 
causing the illnesses. Envisioning a big 
settlement from the deep-pocket 
corporations, Schlichtmaru1 agrees to take 
on the case. But as the lawsuit progresses, 
the attorney becomes increasingly obsessed 
with the case and overzealous in his pursuit 
of the truth. 
Featuring:John Travolta, Robert Duvall 

James Gandolfini, Will iam H Macy 
Director: Steven Zaillian 

Channels 1 and 2 

Genre: Comedy/Drama Rated: PG-1 3 
From: Universal 115 minutes 

Patch Adams is a comedy with a heart 
based on a true story of a compassionate 
but outrageous medical student who risks 
his career by defying the medical 
profession with his unwavering belief that 
laughter is contagious. Hunter 'Patch' 
Adan1s was criticised in his official medical 
school record fo r 'excessive happiness ' and 
was once told by a faculty advisor, ' If you 
want to be a clown, join the circus.' Patch 
did, in fact , want to be a clown. But he also 
wanted to be a physician. 
Featuring: Robin Williams, Monica 

Potter, Philip Seymour Hoffman, 
Bob Gunton 

Director: Tom Shadyac 
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A vis vehicles are available from 
13 convenient locations 

throughout Pap·ua New Guinea. 
Choose from PNG's largest 

and most modern fleet. 
Special discount to Air Niugini 

passengers and we are a partner 
in 39 Frequent Flyer programmes. 
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To: The Manager 
PNG Philatelic Bureau (PM) 
P.O. Box 1 
Boroko 
PAPUA NEW GUINEA 

I wish to purchase your new stamp issues as they are released. 
Please send me full details of your services and list of philatel ic 
items available. 
Name: ........... .... ...... .. ......... ...... ... ................... .... ................... .. ...... . 
Address: ............ ......... .... ............. .. .. .. ............ ........ .. .. .... ..... ......... .. . 

PAYMENTS: 
For credit card holders we accept 
American Express, Visa card 
and Master Card . 

Just quote your card, number and 
expiry date and we will forward 
your requirements . 

Personal cheques are subject to 
bank fee of K5. l O or AUS$7.60, 
NZ$8.40, US$5.70 and 
UK Sterling 3.70 



F:·ancesca DekJin is known to her 
colleagues as Mrs Fire-Hazard. 
Her desk is lost behind mountains 

of correspondence, files and books. 
Somewhere underneath the piles of paper, 
her telephone rings incessantly. There are 
calls from people requiring a translation 
into Engljsh of some text in a Papua New 
Guinean language. Other calls are 
loobng for a suitable location for an 
exrubition of Papua New Guinean aitists. 

Francesca is the info1mation officer at 
the Papua New Guinea High 
Commission in Canberra. She is also the 
CUITent prime mover behind the Papua 
New Guinea Cultural Centre located 
next door. The Centre is listed at the 
Canberra Tourist Wormation Office as a 
local tourist site and regularly draws 
visitors - several thousand a yeai·, in 
fact. Only two embassies in Canberra 
have such educational centres open to 
the public. 

As immediate neighbours, Australia 
and Papua New Guinea have a special 
relationship in the Pacific, Francesca 
explains. The purpose of the Cultural 
Centre is to educate Australians about 
Papua New Guinea, to rughlight not 
only the uniqueness of Papua New 
Guinean culture, but also the 
similarities between Australia and 
Papua New Guinea. Many people do 
not realise that until 197 3, the two 
countries were governed by the same 
Prime Minister. 

Francesca is well appointed for her 
position as educator to the public on 
Papua New Guinean issues. Originally 
from the Sepik, she holds a Bachelor of 
Education from the Uruversity of Papua 
New Guinea, majoring in Social 
Science, and a Bachelor of Letters from 
the Australian National University, 
majoring in Pacific History. She has 
been a tutor in history, anthropology and 
sociology at UPNG, and was a founding 
member in 1981 of the Wantok 
Association and in 1986 of Women in 
Politics in Papua New Guinea. 

But beyond formal qualifications and 
knowing her subject well, Francesca 
loves to talk. She talks a lot and she 

Story and photographs by Danielle Johnson 

Francesca with her hands on a Tambanum cassowary from the East Sepik Province 

talks well, drawing her audience in and 
giving them vivid mental images of the 
lives of people in Papua New Guinea. 

The building which houses the Centre 
was designed by the same architect who 
crafted the Parliament House in Port 
Moresby, and is sty led on a haus 
tambaran. When I ask Francesca why a 
haus tambaran was chosen, she begins a 
succinct lesson in sociology I am not 
likely to forget. 

There were three functions of the haus 
tambaran in pre-contact Papua New 
Guinea, she begins. The first is the 
church or spirit house. Within the haus 
tambaran are tradition, community and 
ancestors. Tambaran figures typify 
spirits and ancestors who symbolise the 
strength of a tribe, the source of strength 
which renders life possible. The belief 
system is fundamental to any culture. 
Without it, the culture is lost. 
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The haus tambaran which houses the Papua New Guinea Cultural Centre 
Carved pole Right: Detail from the roof of the haus tambaran 

The interior of a spirit house contains 
carvings and paintings, the great garamut 
drums, the dancing masks, the spirit 
figures . And so does the Cultural Centre 
in Canberra. The walls are lined with 
displays of masks, weapons and spirit 
figures . The tables are covered in crafts , 
bowls, kina shells and utensils. Even the 
floors have their share of drums and spirit 
figures. Most of the displays have been 
donated by the Papua New Guinea 
Government from the National Museum 
in Port Moresby. There are a few which 
have been given by former expatriate 
residents, returning items which they 
believe to be more the property of the 
people of Papua New Guinea. 

The second function of the haus 
tambaran is a classroom, Francesca 
continues. With several thousand visitors 
a year, the Cultural Centre is reaching out 
to an international classroom. 

It is really amazing how people 
misunderstand Papua New Guinean 
culture. I have been asked several times 
if we eat people. 

It is for this reason that school groups 
are very welcome at the Cultural Centre. 
Many of the myths surrounding Papua 
New Guinea can be dispelled early in the 
education of the next generation. But 
sometimes, the cross-cultural gap is a bit 
far for the very young to leap. When I 
have explained that there are more than 
800 languages in Papua New Guinea, 
someone might ask me if I can speak all 
of them. 

The teachers who bring their students 
to the Cultural Centre are generally 
fo1mer residents of Papua New Guinea, 
or who have visited the country. Some of 
them retum every year with a new class. 
The students may be assigned a project to 
research, such as some aspect of trade 
and industry, economics, history, music, 
languages, or festivals and traditions. 



There are fi lms to watch and displays to 
look at. Francesca always gives a li vely 
talk to the group, inviting questions, and 
giving extended answers which can spin 
into any number of side-issues as she 
waim s to her theme. As a lecturer, 
Francesca is ai1ything but boring. 

It is not only the schools who ai·e 
interested in the Cultural CentTe. Coach 
tours of holiday-makers, senior citizens 
groups, the Red Cross and Rotary all 
pay regular visits. The 50th anniversary 
of the Kokoda Trail was a big year for 
the Cultural CentTe. Canberra hosted 
many visitors for the commemoration of 
the co!Jaboration between Australia and 
Papua New Guinea in the war effort. 
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l Providing quality accommodation for less 
i 

Enjoy our new 
airconditioned motel 
rooms with ensuite 

bathroom, TV and tea and 
coffee making facilities. 

nl 
80. 

Major credit cards accepted. 

When you are in Port 
Moresby and find 
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expensive, come and see 

us and we'll make it 
affordable for you. 

Enquiries and bookings: 
Telephone: (675) 3231611 
Fax: 675 3255991 
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And the third function of the haus tambaran is a 
meeting house for elders to discuss and resolve issues, as 
in a parliament. The Government of Papua New Guinea 
is represented in Australia by diplomats working at the 
High Commission in Canberra. Within these walls, new 
political links between the two countries are forged, and 
existing ones are strengthened. 

The Cultural Centre is an annexe of the High 
Commission, and was opened on 24 April 1981 by Prime 
Minister Sir Julius Chan. The High Commissioner at the 
time was Mr Austin Sapias. 

Then, as now, the aim of the Centre was to improve 
understanding between the people of the two nations. The 
role of the High Commission in representing its country is 
greatly assisted if the hosts can see for themselves a little 
of the traditions and culture of their guests. c) 

Danielle Johnson , a former research scientist in 
molecular evolution, is now a freelance photo-journalist. 

The Papua New Guinea Cultural Centre is at 
39-41 Forster Crescent, Yarralumla ACT 2600 
Phone: (02) 62733322 Fax: (02) 62733732 
It is open to the public 9am - 5pm week days. 
Group bookings may come between 10am - 1pm and 
2 - 4.30pm. Admission is free . 



Welcome to the Air Niugini inflight shop. 
The items displayed on the these two pages are available 
on all international flights.* We are happy to accept most 
major currencies, travellers ' cheques and leading credit 

cards for purchases. 
Ladies' Fragrances 

• Red Door 
Elizabeth Arden 

Eau de toilette spray 
50ml 

Dune 
Christian Dior 

Eau de toilette spray 
50ml 

Opium 
Yves Saint Laurent 

Eau de toilette 
Natural Spray 50ml 

Anais Anais 
Cacharel - Paris 

Natw-al Spray 50ml 
Eau de toilette with 
a hint of floral fields 

Scental Premiere 
Collection 

Presentation box of 
six leading perfumes 

* I ,imitt-d stock available on some fli1?hts 

Men's Fragrances 

----

Paco Rabanne 
After Shave 

Kouros 
Eau de toilette 50ml 

d?:r:::::::h 

Drakkar Noir 
Guy Laroche 
Eau de toilette 

50 ml spray 

Gifts & Souvenirs 

Opal Pendant 
A colourful piece of 
Australian opal on a 
fine 22ct gold chain 

Parker Ballpoint 
Pen 

with Air Niugini logo 

Pen & Keyring Set 
A souvenir of 

Papua New Guinea 

Pierre Cardin Earring Caddy 
Six pairs of stylish earrings 

for any occasion 



ENGLAND 

DISTILLED IN ENGLAND 

ALEXANDER GORDON & COMPANY 
LONDO!! 

PRODUCT OF ENGLAND 



Gifts, Souvenirs & Books 

AlrNtugtnl 
blend 
~,.,g~ 

Goroka Coffee 250g 
Air iugini' Special 

Blend of I 00% Arabica 
Coffee from Goroka I Coffee Roasters Pty Ltd 

Silver Plated Teaspoons 
Set of three teaspoons 
A must for collectors! 

Air iugini A310 Airbus 
Easy to a semble kit with 

mounting stand 

Discover Paradise 
Specially selected 
highlights from the 

award-winning 
Paradise magazine 

Books 

Cigarettes, Cigars & Port 

£{:?+e 

.!)"""""'"" --­c0v<>N"" 
LAll<;AS -'5 
....... -.Uor" 

igar 
Tabacalera 5-pack Cigars 

Top quality 
hand rolled cigars 

made for Air Niugini . 

Dunhill 
Filter Deluxe -
Quality size filter 

created by blending 
exceptional 

quality tobacco. 

Ben on & Hedges 
When only the best will do 
Special Filter, Extra Mild 
& Ultra Mild - 20 & 25 

Winfield 25s 
Popular red, mild blue & green 

Port 
Penfolds 750mls 
10-year old Port 

A blended tawny 
port with the 

characteri ties of 
ageing for 
10 years 

Papua New Guinea 
souvenir books 

nm 
Whisky 

Chivas Regal I litre 
Matured in oak for 
12 years by Chivas 
Brothers, Scotland 

Whisky 
Johnny Walker Red I litre 
The name behind the man 

behind the bar 

Cognac 
Martell VSOP 700ml 

The choice of Louis XIV 

Gin 
Gilbey's London Dry 

1.125 litre 
Made to the ame 
ecret family recipe 
for over 130 year 

Vodka 
Finlandia I litre 

The world' fine t Vodka 
The national drink 111111.-" 

of Finland 

Rum 
Bundaberg 1.125 litre 
The great Australian 

Overproof Rum 
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CROSSWORD 
Each of the answers to this crossword has something to do 
with the geography of Papua New Guinea. Good luck! 

Prepared by: DR ERIC LINDGREN 
Across 
I . Long river in Western 
Province. 
3. Large tributary of the Fly 
River. 
5. Is land group in northern 
Milne Bay Province. 
8. Old name of Ok Tedi 
(River). 
12. Capital of Eastern 
Highlands Province. 
13. Large lake in Southern 

1 Highlands Province. 
15. Mightiest of the northern 
rivers. 
17. Short name for Port 
Moresby. 
19. Village east of Port 
Moresby. 
20. Semi-urban village on 
coast east of Port Moresby. 
22. (Cryptic) Drive this and 
it might bumburn you up. 
23. A part of the Madang 
coast. 
24. In the Morobe Province. 

Down 
2. Capital of Manus Province. 
3. River near Rabaul. 
4. Mountain range south of 
Bismarck Range. 
6. Dancers' village in coastal 
Central Province. 
7. Provincial capital closest 
to Australia. 
9. Creek & aufield near Buna. 
10. This river flows out of 
the Karimui. 
11. (Cryptic) You can drink 
to this capital. 
13. Town on south coast of 
West New Britain Province. 
14. Island in Louisiade 
Archipelago. 
16. Southern part of the 
country. 
17. A precious gem names 
this range near Torokina. 
18. A highlands town and 
range of mountains with the 
same name. 
21. Once a large town, but 
now covered by Vulcan. 
22. Village & river near 
Rabaul. 

HOLIDAY 
In the square of letters , find the words listed below. 

D Y G E V O S L W W I D A C A BATHING 

J Q M I J L I U P S A T Q J R BEACHES 
CAMERA 

C I . L X A R WW N A L C P W E CAMPING 
T L G N I P P O H S C E F Y M CLIMATE 

A Z Y D J X R L H T H K T W A COUNTRY 
CURRENCY 

S G S C S N L W Z I N I I O C CUSTOMS 

N Y R U N S T R O S E R N N H DRlNKS 
0 P R S D E Y L P F W G L E G HOTELS 

MAPS 
S W N T T R R L S N G N U U S PACKING 

A T A O N R I R M Z N I Q P O RESORTS 
E M J M S U A N U N I p A A Q SEASONS 

S I X S R W O V K C H M I U' L SHOPPING 
SUNSHINE 

AFZ EPPNCESTABUD TIME 
A E T AM I L C P L AC R H C TRAVEL 

Z T U G S E H C A E B C B X C VILLA 

WORK 
What type of work do these people do? The letters of each 
person's name can be rearranged to spell out an occupation or 
job. Can you work them out? 
I. BRIAN RAIL 
2. PAT CINIO 
3. PETER CARN 
4. ART CHEE 
5. IANMcPOLE 
6. CLAIRE CINET 
7. JOANLISTUR 

CLOUDS 

Find a way 
through 

this maze 
of clouds. 
Be careful, 
there are 

lots of 
false trails. 

Answers are on page 48. 
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DESTINATION 
Guadalcanal - Solomon Islands 

Story and photographs by Angela Pulbrook 

R
esiding and teaching in Honiara have given me the 
opportunity to vi it the many beautiful pro ince of the 

olomon I land . You don 't have to travel far to 
explore the rugged beauty of the largest island in the Solomon 
group, Guadalcanal. 

My first exploration of GuadaJcanal took me to the west of 
Honiara and a week at Tambea Resort (photo on left). The 
coa taJ drive of 45 kilometre to Tambea has magn ificent 
cenery, andy beache with clear water and enable you to 

witne vi llage life outside Honiara. Though the drive to the 
resort i not far, I put a day aside to visit a few spots of interest 
aJong the way. 

Beacl1e uch as Bonegi One, Bonegi Two and Ndoma, are 
picture que shaded beaches with excellent norkelling. 
Bonegi One and Bonegi Two have two large Japane e 
freighter that sank there during World War Two, adly with 
horrific lo of life. 

Pa t doma Beach is the giant clam farm of ICLARM 
(The International Centre for Living Aquatic Re ources 
Management). At ICLARM (photo below) you learn about 
the significant role these molluscs have played as part of 
the lifesty le of peop le in the Pac ific. You also learn about 
the breeding, feed ing and fa rming of giant c lams. 
ICLARM i an education in it elf and hould be vi ited if 
you are out this way. 



Lush jungle and canopied trees await you at Tambea. The 
tranquiJlity of the place envelops you with a feeling of serenity. 
The setting is welcoming with leaf hut accommodation on the 
beach, so at night I was put to sleep with the sound of the waves 
rolhng onto the shore (photo above). 

There are plenty of activities to choose from - diving, 
snorkelling, swimming, fishing, kayaking, windsurfing, jet 
skiing, bushwalking, horseriding or relaxing by the pool 
(middle photo). Tambea also offers tours to nearby Savo 
Island, no1th coast war sites and other local attractions. One 
afternoon I decided to go fishing and came home with a good 
catch of mahi mahi (bottom photo). The beauty of this fishing 
trip was not only having the subsequent catch cooked that 
night for dinner, but witnessing the sun sinking into the ocean 
from a totally different perspective, feeling as though you are 
a pait of the whole enigma. Vivacious dolphins followed us in 
leaps and bounds, trailing the bow of the boat. 

The Solomon Islands is a country with a considerable 
amount of history, which is of significance to us all. It is a 
country of great cultural diversity and one which had a great 
amount of bloodshed during World War Two, reminders of 
which are at Tambea next to the swimming pool. A small 
Japanese monument commemorates the two hundred soldiers 
that were buried here. They died here before evacuation. 

With so much to do and so much to see, the Solomon Island 
experience begins on the Island of Guadalcanal. 

Angela is teaching at Woodford International School in 
Honiara. 

Air Niugini.flies to Honiara from Port Moresby twice a week. 
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Exciting , prestigious, and magnificiant. 'The 
Tower', glamourously rises through the heart of 
the central business district of Port Moresby. 

Its glasses mirror the happenings of Port 
Moresby streets and the historically famous 
Fairfax Habour, as well as the skyline. It's a 
metaphor for the wide ranging membership of 
its owner, the National Provident Fund of 
Papua New Guinea. 

This 18 storey complex , containing public 
areas, retail areas, car parking , professional 
suites at ground and first floor levels, will also 
have well appointed luxury office accommoda­
tion . 

All areas are fully air-conditioned with a stand­
by power generator and an emergency water 
supply. 

'The Tower', bringing a new level of building 
design and elegance to Papua New Guinea. 
And more importantly, extending better 
rewards to its contributors. 

The NPF provides tangible social benefits for 
its members and their families including: 

• Education Savings Plan 
• Housing Advance Scheme 
• Retirement Savings 
• Special Death Benefits 

For more information on 'The Tower', please call our Marketing Agent Century 21 Siule Real Estate 
on 3212121 or fax on 3212309, and for details on the Fund, our addresses are: 

HEAD OFFICE • PORT MORESBY LAE AREA OFFICE RABAUL AREA OFFICE 
~ ? ROVtD~ PO Box 5791 PO Box 2451 PO Box 2079 

~'r" ,t,/' BOROKO LAE RABAUL 

l o~\ 
National Capital District Morobe Province East New Britain Province 
Ph : 325 9522 Fax: 3255503 Ph : 4724633 Fax: 4725791 Ph: 9828730 Fax: 9828731 . :: GOROKA AGENCY MT HAGEN AREA OFFICE . ... PO Box 304 PO Box 1539 

~,o ~<v~ GOROKA MT HAGEN 

<'.l,.q NEW GD~ Eastern Highlands Province Western Highlands Province 
Ph: 752 1294 Fax: 732 1294 Ph: 542 2145 Fax: 542 3134 



ne of the best sights of the rair.y 
season are colourful treasures 
that one finds under broad 

leaves in gardens. Pumpkins have been 
cultivated since ancient times in Ew-ope, 
the Middle East and the Americas, and 
more recently were introduced to Papua 
New Guinea. 

The word ' pumpkin ' however goes 
back only to the 17'" century, deriving 
from the Greek for melon, pepon. 

When I lived in France, I knew that 
different national cuisines had a variety 
of ways for cooking pumpkin. It is only 
when I came to live in Papua New 
Guinea that I discovered that the shoots 
of pumpkin were also very tasty - in 
coconut milk soups, or fried with meat 
or fish . As for pumpkin itself, it goes 
well as soup, pies , bread or simply as a 
vegetable. 

As the recipes here show, you may try 
a three-course dinner of pumpkin 
delights - from starters to dessert. My 
family kindly assumed the role of guinea 
pigs for such a feast. And they asked for 
more the next day! Bon appetit! 

I kg pumpkin, cut into chunks 
2 litres beef or chicken stock or, even 
better, coconut milk chicken stock 
2 potatoes, 2 carrots, l tomato and 
a mall bunch of celery, peeled and cut 
into pieces 
l onion chopped l tablespoon oil 
3 tablespoons thick cream 
or coconut cream 
Cook the onion and garlic in the oil until 
soft but not browned. Stir in the tomato, 
the stock, pumpkin, carrot, potato and 
celery, a little salt and plenty of pepper. 

Cover and simmer for about 30 
minutes until all vegetables are soft. 
Then mash or blend the vegetables. 

When you are about to serve, stir thick 
cream into the soup. Sprinkle chopped 
parsley or celery in each plate. 

2 cups mashed pumpkin, well drained 
Sauce bechamel: 

70g butter ~ litre milk 
50g flour pinch nutmeg 
salt, pepper 

l 00g grated cheese 
Melt the butter in a saucepan over low 
heat. Stir in the flour to fom1 a smooth 
paste and cook, stirring, for 2 to 3 
minutes. Add the milk to the pan slowly 
and stir constantly. Continue cooking 
and stirring until the sauce thickens. 
Add the nutmeg, salt and pepper and 
simmer over a low heat for 5 minutes , 
stirring occasionally. 

Stir in the mashed pumpkin. Pour in a 
tin, sprinkle with grated cheese and bake 
in oven until cheese turns golden brown. 

I round pumpkin 
2 carrots ~ bunch celery 
I zucchini J onion 
2 cloves garlic, crushed 
I00g peas 
rosemary or thyme 
2 tablespoons butter 
1 teaspoon pepper 
Cut a lid from the stalk end of the 
pumpkin, then remove the seeds and 
fibre . Rub inside the walls with butter 
and pepper. Cut carrot, celery, zucchini, 
onion into small cubes. ')team the 
vegetables for 10 minutes. 

Mix with crushed garlic and herbs 
then stuff the pumpkin with vegetables. 
Add more vegetables if necessary so that 
the pumpkin is fully stuffed. 

Replace the lid and cook in the oven 
(200°C) for two hours. Check that the 
pumpkin is cooked with a knife. Cut 
carefully and serve immediately. 

Ill' 

30g butter 
2 tablespoons caster sugar 
1 cup mashed pumpkin, well drained 
~ cup milk 
2~ cups self-raising flour 
l egg 
Preheat the oven to 220°C. Mix melted 
butter and sugar, then add pumpkin, egg 
and mjJk. Lightly fold in the flour and 
mix well until soft dough is formed. 
Spread the dough 2cm truck and shape 
the scones. 

Bake the scones in the oven for 10-12 
minutes. Serve with butter and jam. 

63 



Welcome! 
Getting Around: At Jackson's Airpo1t, which is 11 km from the 
centre of Port Moresby, there are rental car counters, a bank and 
duty free shops. Major hotels have a courtesy bus to and from 
the airpo1t. Taxis have meters. Within the city, PMVs (public 
motor vehicles) cost 50 toea per journey. 

Elsewhere, PMVs, taxis and hire cars are available. 

Useful Port Moresby Numbers: Air Niugini Information 
3273480; Reservations & Confomation 3273555 (Domestic) 
and 3273444 (International); Police 000; Ambulance 3256822. 

Currency: Papua New Guinea's unit of cunency is the Kina 
which is divided into 100 toea. Exchange your money at 
Jackson's Ai.rpo1t or in banks which are open from 8.45an1 to 
3pm, Monday to Thursday and w1tiJ 4pm on Friday. Credit cards 
are accepted in leading hotels and shops. 

Customs and Quarantine: Adults over 18 have a general 
allowance of new goods to the value of K250 and are alJowed 
duty free: 
• 200 cigarettes or 50 cigars or 250gran1s of tobacco 
• One litre of alcohol 
• A reasonable amount of perfume 
Drugs, pornographic literature or video tapes, firearms and 
weapons are prohibited. Food items, seeds, spices, live or dry 
plants, animals, animal products and biological specimens such 
as cultures and blood need special irnpo1t approval. 

Languages: Although over 800 languages are spoken in Papua 
New Guinea, English is the language of education and 
commerce. Tok Pisin is widely spoken and Hiri Motu is 
common in Papua. 

Time: Papua New Guinea is 10 hours ahead of GMT, in the 
same time zone as Ea.stem Australia. There is no daylight saving. 

Communication: ISD, STD and facsimile services are available 
in most areas. Large towns have public telephones. Phone cards 
can be used in some. Many rural areas have radio phones. 

Driving: Drivers' licences issued in other countries a.re valid for 
3 months after anival. Vehicles travel on the left side of the road; 
speed limits a.re 60kph in built-up areas and 80kph out of town. 

Electricity: Electricity supply is 240 volts AC 50 Hz. Some 
hotels have 110 volt outlets for shavers and hair dryers. 

Health: Water quality is within WHO standards in most towns. 
Bottled water is available. In rural areas it is advisable to boil water. 
As malaria continues to be a health 1isk in tl1e country, anti-malaria 
tablets should be ta.ken two weeks before arrival, during yow- stay 
and for 4 weeks after depaiture. Use insect repellent and wear 
long-sleeved shirts, trousers and shoes in the evening. Dentists, 
doctors and hospitals are in all major centres. Rural areas have 
health centres and a.id posts staffed by trained health workers. 

Dress: For most occasions, dress is informal. Thongs ai1d sho1ts 
are not allowed in some bai·s and restaurants. Lightweight 
clothing is suitable for coastal areas but a sweater or jacket will be 
needed in the highlands. 

Restaurants: Western cuisine is available in hotels, restaurants, 
guest houses and lodges. Port Moresby has several Asian 
restaurants. Some hotels especialJy in the provinces serve local 
food such as roast pork, chicken or fish with sweet potato, taro, 
yam, pumpkin, banana and greens cooked in coconut milk. 

Tips: Tips a.re neither expected nor encouraged. 

Shopping: Large stores ai1d artifact shops offer a variety of goods 
for sale. Saturday is a half day for most shops and nearly a.II are 
closed on Sunday. Artisans sell their craft beside the road or in 
markets. All markets sell a wide range of fruits and vegetables. 

Cultural Events: Celebrations of traditional culture include: 
June 
August 
September 
October 

Port Moresby Show 
Mt Hagen Show 
Hiri Moale Festival Port Moresby; Goroka Show 
Maborasa Festival Madang; Morobe Show 

Export Rules: Many aitifacts, historical and cultural objects are 
prohibited exports. Others require a permit from the National 
Museum. Export permits for wildlife and animal products are 
issued by the Nature Conservation Divison of the Department of 
Environment and Conservation. 

Tourism Promotion Authority, 
PO Box 1291, Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea 

Phone: 320 0211 Fax: 320 0223 
Email: tourismpng@dg.com.pg 





TOUGH,DEPENDABLETRUCKS 
~-----------.. 
! Ela Motors 

@TOYOTA 
COMMERCIALS 

Built tough for Papua New Guinea conditions, Toyota Dyna 
commercial trucks give you an excellent choice of models and 
a wide selection of special purpose vehicles to meet your every 
need. Fully supported by Ela Motors Toyota Genuine Parts and 
Quality Service, you know you can rely on Toyota Dyna. 


