


By creating an international standard of service at 
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meeting or a recommendation for a fabulous reef 
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Welcome 
aboard 

This issue of Paradi e will 

take us up to the Christmas 

festive season, the last of the 
twentieth century. 
And so the issue features all 

kinds of holiday activities -
diving, playing Santa Claus in 
the Eastern Highlands and 
holiday games for the village 
or office. 
If you have time to try your 

hand in the kitchen, experiment 

with some of the innovative 

Franco-Papua New Guinean 

recipes. 
Holiday destinations also 

feature - Mt Bosavi, Mt 
Wilhelm and the ever-popular 

foreign destination for Papua 
New Guineans, Cairns. 

We wish you a very Happy 

Christmas and holiday season, 

and look forward to your flying 
with us in 2000. 

Andrew Ogil 
Managing Director 

AirNiugini 



SPECIAL OFFER 
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Accommodation & FREE car hire 
Coral Sea Hotels 
Coral Sea Hotels are a natural way to get 
away from it all; and for business a 
great place to get it all together. 
From the moment you arrive at a 
Coral Sea Hotel, we have a total 
commitment to giving you 
extra care in every way with our 
friendly efficient staff. Chefs dedi
cated to presenting the best of 
local cuisine. Cool air-conditioned 
rooms, with all the modern 
conveniences. Lush gardens, pools 
and other amenities, but most of 
all our friendly "extra caring" people 
to make your stay perfect. 

Budget Rent a Car 
Budget Rent A Car and Coral Sea 

Hotels have formed a great part

nership that offers you tremendous 

savings when you take up our 

accommodation and car hire 

package. Expect to find a 

friendly smile and great service. 

Reservations 

Your air-conditioned vehicle 

will be ready for you on arrival 

and we will have you behind 

the wheel in no time at all. 

*Conditions Apply 

Phone: (675) 325 2612 

Coral Sea Hotels 
PO Box 1215, Boroko NCD 

Papua New Guinea 



December 25, 1998 

Last Christmas, on the spur of the 
moment, I decided to climb Mt 
Wilhelm, Papua New Guinea' 

highest mountain. (Photos on right -
summit and lakes) 

The adventure staited eai·ly Christmas 
Day from the industrial city of Lae. 
Catching a PMV has never been so much 
fun, as hundreds of other pa sengers 
hustled to get a ride home for the 
weekend. A Dyna truck finally rescued 
my two travelling companions and I and 
we settled in for the five-hour journey 
along the scenic Highland Highway to 
Goroka. Transit time was swift at 
Goroka and soon we were riding the 
comfort of a Coaster bus to Kundiawa. 

ftristmas from 00 C\Vtfftdm 
Story and photographs by Philip Rehder 



From the moderate mountain ranges connected by 
pockets of valleys and rolling hills of my home province, 
Eastern Highlands, the contrast of scenery i~ very evident as 
we climbed Dau lo Pass and headed into the rugged mountain 
country of Simbu Province. 

In Kundiawa we climbed aboard a classic PNG weathered 
4WD ute to drive to Mt Wilhelm. The Highlands is 
renowned for its extreme terrain and breathtaking views, and 
thi s terrific drive on a road carved into a cliff face with drops 
hundreds of metres up and down offers stunning views of the 
Simbu heartland. The gradient became steeper and the 
mountains assumed gigantic proportions as we pressed on. 
Perhaps the most disturbing thing is the sense that you've 
been so taken away by the awesome spectacle of boulders 
overhanging above, that you might miss a spectacular drop 
into the gorge below. One 's heait swings between terror and 
thrill. The land disappeai·s only some feet away from the 
wheels of the vehicle and reappears as it meets the swirling 
Simbu River fai· below. 

After ten hours we aiTived at Keglsugl. Unfo1tunately, we 
only had three days to unde1take this journey, and we therefore 
defied local advice to rest the night at one of the three 
guest.houses prior to the climb. We hired a few more torches 
plus two guides who then led us off into the cool night. 

The first leg of the climb passes through intense 
rainforest. We couldn't see more than where the torches 
shone, but the concentration of the walk kept us focused. 
Each step was aligned with logs to avoid slipping into the 
cold mud. This was the wet season and although it didn ' t 
rain that night, the forest still held tonnes of water, keeping 
the track nice and slippery. 
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As we approached the halfway stage, the sound of human 
panting was broken by that of waterfalls drumming through the 
silhouette of the night forest. The thick white body of water was 
a magnificent sight as it appeai·ed out of the dark and then crashed 
endlessly into the ravines. 

We maintained a good pace and reached the cabins by the lakes 
at the halfway mark in three hours. The location, next to the lake 's 
excellent natural shores, makes an attractive camping place. 

Weighed down with mud-laden boots, we were greeted by 
two other local trekkers who happened to be stay ing overnight 
in one of the cabins (photo below). Their welcome was the only 
warm feeling we received . It was so co ld we felt as if we were 
sleeping in a refiigerator. 



After a few hours rest, an early stal1 
was essential to reach the summit before 
sunrise. I resumed the climb with one of 
the new guides. while the others opted 
for a quiet day by the lake. 

After about 30 minutes climbing I 
realised that my thighs might give out 
before my lungs, as the light backpack 
suddenly tripled in weight. My 
inefficient preparation and ni I training 
were going to be telling factors oon, but 
I was determined to complete this 
challenge and worry about the pains and 
aches once l returned home. 

As day break started to unfold, I 
resigned myself to the fact that the 
spectacular views we had expected 
would not materialise. We were still 
some two hours away from the top as 
c loud cover came in thick and fast, 
allowing only seconds of viewing at a 
time. The beautiful deep blue water of 
the two lakes below shone brightly, 
surrounded by walls of honey-coloured 
countryside (photo on right). 

The mountain itself was awash with 
small clumps of vegetation including red 
poppies and yellow cowslips. growing 
abundantly in the cracks and crevices of 
the countryside. Fu,ther on, we caught a 
glimpse of two more lakes which make 
up the thi1teen bodies of water perched 
on the greater Mt Wilhelm. These are 
the source for the Simbu River and 
eventually the Ramu. 

From a distance we could clearly ee 
the Telikom beacon which indicated 
how much farther we had to go. As the 
crow flies. it didn't look far, but the track 
was circuitous and at times I wondered if 
we were progressing at all. 

Finally, after more than four long 
hours from the Lake, we reached the base 
of the last ledge. Some vertical crawling 

Photo above: A bare, mgged co1111tryside abo1•e 4,000m 

then brought us atop Mt WiU1elm (photo / 
on right). What an awesome feeling to be 
5,000 metres on top of Papua ew 
Guinea! Although cloud cover prevented 
a clear view, we witnessed another side of 
the magnificent ights offered from the 
summit - the rock wall drops 
disappearing into the clouds sun-ounding 
the summit. I could not help imagining 
the consequences of falling, but breathed 
a sigh of relief as I sat back and enjoyed 
the view of receJing mountains becoming 
progressively darker grey, laced with 
delicate mists and cloud. 



Enjoy our new 
airconditioned motel 
rooms with ensuite 

bathroom, TV and tea and 
coffee making facilities. 

nl 
80.0 

Major credit cards accepted. 

When you a.re in Port 
Moresby and find 

accommodation is 

expensive, come and see 
us and we'll make it 

affordable for you. 

Enquiries and bookings: 
Telephone: (675) 3231611 
Fax: 675 3255991 

Although on a clear morning the 
coastline of Madang and the Ramu Valley 
are visible from this height, the wild 
untamed nature of Papua New Guinea is 
evident. Even as a highlander, I had never 
seen or imagined such beauty as these 
mountain ranges. 

After an hour, we descended into clouds 
and I paused to think about what I would be 
doing if I was elsewhere today - perhaps 
watching the Boxing Day Cricket Test 
between the Porns and Aussies or the start 
of the great Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race. 
But nothing could take away the 
satisfaction of this moment. 

We passed the remains of an American 
fighter plane crashed during WWII (photo 
on left). Going down in daylight I was 
astonished at how we managed to balance 
ourselves along some of the wet cliff faces 
when coming up at night with mere torches. 

My weary legs began to wonder which 
was harder - the climb up or down. The 
rain came down hard and fast as we 
reached the other trekkers at the 
guesthouse. After a short rest, we pushed 

~c..-.-...1A1 on through the now very wet forest. 

. I) 
We stayed overnight with the hospitable Joe Ka.mane and 

family at Mt Wilhelm High School. (Photo above-Joe behind 
family) There's nothing more welcoming than friendly local 
hosts. We stayed up in the long hours of the night sharing our 
varying experiences and my tired body refused to sleep as I 
learned some of the fascinating history of the mountain. 

Before we knew it, it was time to get up and move, travelling 
in pe1fect sunshine. We headed off for the 72-hour vehicle 
hopping ride back to Lae, arriving in time for a fresh sta.it at 
work after the short holiday break. ~ 

Philip Rehder who works for ANGCO Limited in Lae, uses 
every opportunity to travel around Papua New Guinea. 



AirNiugini 
Air Niugini is pleased to welcome you on 
board. Our friendly flight attendants will 
endeavour to make your journey comfortable 
and safe. We ask that you acquaint yourself 
with the following features of our service. 

TAKEOFF AND LANDING 
Ensure that your seat is in the upright position 
during tak:eoff and landing. Folding tables must be 
returned to their original po ition in the eat b<!_ck or 
in the anme t. 

SAFETY FIRST 
Your eatbelt must be securely fastened during 
takeoff and landing or whenever the seatbelt sign 
is on. When the seatbelt sign is off, you may move 
about the cabin as nece sruy However, while 
seated, keep your seatbelt fastened ecurely in case 
of unexpected turbulence. 

SMOKING 
Smoking is not pe1mitted on any Air Niugini flight. 

BEFORE YOU LEAVE 
Please check your eat pocket before you disembru·k 
to ensure you have not left any item of value. 

ENTERTAINMENT 
A movie and a selection of mu ic including 
classical, modem, country and local are available on 
international ervices. Programmes can be found in 
the inflight entertainment section of thi magazme. 

HAND LUGGAGE 
Please en ure that your luggage is placed in the 
overhead locker or under the eat in front of you. 

PILLOWS AND BLANKETS 
On international flight , pillows and blankets are 
available on request from cabin attendants. 

CHILDREN AND BABIES 
Our ilight attendants will provide a Paradise Kit that 
includes a colouring book and pencil , games and 
puzzle . The ilight attendants will al o be pleased to 
assist in preparing your baby' food and bottle. Baby 
food and diapers are available on international ilights. 

ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT 
Cellular telephones, TV receivers or radio 
controlled devices are not to be used at any time 
on board an aircraft. Electronic devices uch as 
portable computers, compact disc or cassette 
players and video games can be used only when the 
seatbelt sign is switched off. 



Put some 
Ramu in it ... 



A Cause to live 
and die for! 

The Centenary 
of Liebenzell 

Mission 
By Keith Briggs 
and Rene Bredow 

M y widely differing external 
nfluences and personalities 
ave contributed to the shaping 

of present day Papua New Guinea. Some 
were men who came, invested as little as 
possible in the country and went away 
wealthy. Others as well paid expatriate 
Government Officers gave of themselves 
for the development of this land. Wise 
administration and expensive 
infrastructure contributed to the country's 
rapid development and progress as 
traditional population decimating 
practices were outlawed and offenders 
punished by the application of laws 
applying for the whole of the country. 

A third group, prepared to invest their 
very lives for little earthly reward, was 
the strongest force in Papua New 
Guinean development. From the earliest 
days of the expatriate involvement in the 
country, Christian missionaries were 
poised to enter newly 'de-restricted' 
areas as Government officers permitted. 
They learned local languages and 
generally had close relationships with 
village people. 

Although their prime concern has 
been for man 's spiritual state, all 
responsible missionaries have regarded 
the meeting of people 's physical and 
educational needs as integral part of 
their work. Working in co-operation 
with the Government they established 
Schools, Literacy Programs, Hospitals 
and Aid Posts. 

They set up Nurses' Training Colleges, 
High Schools, Teachers' Colleges, 
Bible Schools, Theological Training 
Colleges and many other institutions to 
train Papua New Guineans to be leaders 
and teachers of their own people. 

Above: From the very beginning until today, trekking is part of the mission ente1prise. 

Above: In the 1960s and 1970s LMI missionaries pioneered with the South Sea 
Evangelical Church in the Sepik. Missionary F Urschitz and his wife lived among 
the people on the April River. 
Below: Literacy classes were commenced in the vi{{ages. 
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Insert above: The first two German missionaries in the Sepik were accompanied by 
national Christians from Rabaul - Here Husit and his family from Rabaul. 
Above: Maria Molnar with students - the Bible College on Manus is named after 
this Hungarian missionary lady who was killed in 1943. 
Below from right Missionaries who perished during WW2: (seated) Mr & Mrs 
Doepke, (standing) Mr & Mrs Gareis and Deaconess Maria Molndr, and Deaconess 
Tina Goebel (who returned to Germany before the war). 
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Innumerable folk have been trained 
by missionaries in mechanical, 
carpentry, boat building, electrical, 
plumbing and other practical skills. 
many who embraced this balance of 
physical, mental and sp iritual 
deve lopment have risen to 
prominent positions of influence in 
the land. 

Missions and churches have 
provided the major percentage of 
medical and educational services in 
Papua New Guinea, and because of 
their high standard and efficiency 
have been more than once asked if 
they would take over the 
management of health services 
nation wide! 

The Liebenzell Mission of 
Germany was established in 

ovember 1899, so at the eve of a 
new mrnenium they celebrate I 00 
year of ministry. Today 230 
missionaries work in 2 l countries 
around the world . 

In 1914 the first m1ss10naries 
from Liebenzell in Germany 
arrived on Manus Island dedicating 
themselves to 'proclaiming God's 
word, the welfare of the people and 
the establishment of an independent 

ational Church'. 
During World War 2 Japanese 

forces deported all white and 
Chinese people who remained at 
their posts on Manus. Records 
testify that innocent men, women 
and children on the 'Akikaze' were 
strung up over the stem, shot and 
dropped into the sea between 
Kavieng and Rabaul. Among those 
murdered were six Liebenzell 
Missionaries, including a child. 
One of them was the pioneer 
Fried1ich Doepke who had been a 
missionary on Manus for 29 years. 

During the eighty-five years 
since aniving on Manus their aims 
have been reaiized. The 
Evangelical Church of Manus 
(ECOM) has grown out of 
Liebenzell to the self governing 
body it is today, with 56 churches 
and a number of congregations in 
and outside of Manus. As early as 
1961 the church sent teachers and 
evangelists to help e tablish other 
churches within Papua ew Guinea. 



Teaching children in the Garden Hill Settlement where there are also adult 
literacy classes. 

In the nineties two 'Manus' missionaries were ent to Microne ia working with the 
Evangelical Church of Yap. 

Becau. e of their continuous emphasis on education Liebenzell and ECOM 
personnel have e tablished 15 Primary Schools and one High School on Manu . . the 
latter catering for 360 tudents, most of whom are boruuers. The Governor of Manu 
Province, Hon Stephen Pokawin, is the on of the fir t pastor who became ordained 
with ECOM in the early days. Hon Pokawin is a lay preacher with the church and 
was also the fir t chairman of the High School Committee. 

Beside departments also e. tablished in other churches like Women's Work and 
Sunday chool , they also have a Kindergarten Teachers school and four kindergru1en . 
Their Bible Training Centre at Lugos (Manus) offers accredited Certificate and 
Diploma cour es up to three years. Liebenzell Mission established a hospital at 
Lessau in the remote western part of Manus. It was handed over to ECOM and is now 
run by the church. 

As a very practical part of the Bible School curriculum the tudent are involved in 
pri on mini try where they ee criminal changed through their acceptance of 
Christian principle . Since 1994 Liebenzell Mi ionarie and ECOM Pa tor have 
worked alongside in the ettlements of Port More by. 

Bringing the people from PNC together- student from Milne Bay at the Maria 
Molnar Bible Training Centre in Manus 

(P~C ) 
on Bu,,i11r:-,:-, 

or Plr a::,urr 

Remember ... Life. 

not m ant LO be 
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Hard \Y rk! 
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INTERNATIONAL 
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Above: People from the Ai tape disaster 
area were trained to use chainsaws to rip 
timber for their needs. Felling huge 
trees with the chainsaw was the tricky 
part of the work. 
Below: In 1992 a water project for the 
Subra village and community school in 
the Finisterre Range of Madang was 
initiated by volunteers associated with 
£COM. 
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A unique feature of Liebenzell Mi ssion 
is that they econd their personnel to work 
with other missions and existing churches 
rather than etting up and duplicating 
existing infrastructure. In thi s way 
Liebenzell Missionaries pioneered along 
with missionaries from the South Sea 
Evangelical Miss ion in the East and West 
Sepik and West New Britain. Today they 
have people involved in two other Bible 
Schools out ide of Manus Island . 

After the disastrous tidal wave at Ai tape 
in 1998 Liebenzell personnel were in the 
forefront with compassionate medical aid 
and practical help . Nurses helped in the 
immunization program. In a joint venture 
with other groups, tool s, literature and 
Bibles were distributed among the 
survivors. A returned former LMI lady 
missionary conducted counselling, literacy 
and sewing classes in Wipom, a new 
village established after the disaster as part 
of rehabilitation. Fi ve other former 

missionaiies returned on a temporary basi and helped build a new aid post in Pou 
and trained local men to use chainsaws to rip timber for new classrooms. 

As Liebenzell Mission International celebrates one hundred years of work 
overall and in particular the eighty-five yeai·s they have served in Papua New 
Guinea, they are to be commended for their tremendous contribution to the 
development of this country and her people. ~ 

Keith Briggs and his wife Norma have served as missionaries with the Evangelical 
Church of PNC since 1965. Rene Bredow and his wife Elisabeth have served as 
missionaries with £COM and Liebenzetl Mission International since 1990. 



CREATIVE WRITING - The Good Wife 

R osa spent every morning for 
months hauling her husband's 
sweat-soaked bed sheets down 

to the nearby creek. She didn't know 
why he sweated so much at nights. He 
had no fever, no temperature, no 
headache nor persistent cough to 
warrant the night sweats. Yet hi s body 
drenched their bedding w ith bucket 
loads of sweat, leaving them both 
di stressed and confused. 

Her husband was also los ing weight, 
though slowly, which aggravated her 
anxieties even more. 

.i -.:.;....,....--
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She insisted he visit the local 
Ca tholic aid post for a diagnosis, which 
he did, but he never told hi s w ife the 
outcome. He had to go back three 
months later to confirm the result. 
Instead he l ied to her that the doctors 
could not find anything wrong with him 
apart from malari a. 

Ignorant, naive and too trusting, she 
took his word. She attended prayer 
groups where well -meaning people 
prayed for him and asked the good Lord 
to cure his afflict ion. 

Then seven months later, as 
suddenl y as they began , the night 
sweats s_t:_opped. Her relief was 
immense. Her eyes were overcome 
w ith tears as she knelt in the morning 
sun to say a prayer of thanks. But her 
relief was short- li ved. His skin was still 
pale and he continued to lose weight. 

One night her two brothers- in-law 
arri ved at the house. After a long 
di scuss ion with her husband, which 
lasted well into the night, they decided 
that a malignant spirit of decay lay in the 
family and was affecting her husband. 

'Yes' , they said. 'We as a family have 
a lot of problems, a lot of j ealousies and 
petty animosities. We need to bury the 
hatchet, because if we don' t this spirit 
will feed off our brother 's li fe and will 
kill him.' 

So a date was set. 
The foll owing week, on the 

designated day, all her husband's family 
members gathered together, bringing 
with them chicken, vegetables, bananas 
and sweet potatoes, and a mumu was 
prepared. As the rnumu was roasting, the 
talk began. 

It was opened by a prayer. A prayer 
of hope, forgiveness and understanding, 
that God may help them see what was 
wrong with her husband and lead to his 
being healed . 

After long and emotional discussions, 
debates and angry exchanges mixed with 
tears, a thought so dark and forbidden 
placed its cold fingers on her brows, then 
tugged at her heart sttings. 

By Jaive Smare 

She tried to push it away, but it 
demanded to be heard, like an intruder 
beating at her door whilst he was alone. 

When was it that the dark notion had 
exploded into her thoughts? Wa. it 
when her husband's sister accused him 
of hav ing a problem with alcohol? 
A lways out so many nights, causing 
trouble, which in the clear light of day 
always came back to haunt the other 
family members. Or was it how he 
avoided her eyes when it was hi s turn to 
peak, repeating the claim that the 

doctors sa id it was malaria? Or maybe 
that dark thought was already lurking in 
her head. 

She knew what was wrong with him. 
A n affliction for too much alcohol and 
other women. So many nights he had 
returned wi th the stink of sex all over 
his body and tell -tale stains on his 
j eans. Every time they made love, the 
thought hung like a bad odour in the 
corner of her mind. 

But now as she sat looking at him, 
obli vious to everyone and iso lated by a 
certain darkness, she felt as if she was 
in a tomb and thi s time there were no 
windows. only the dark, dark distaste 
of despair. 

A week later, after much deliberation, 
she visited the local clinic. Three 
months later it was confirmed. She was 
HIV pos iti ve and also pregnant. 

She had never slept with anyone 
except him and now her soul felt 
shri velled and very co ld. 'It happen to 
other people but it 's not supposed to 
happen to me.' She cried as the Sisters 
tt·ied to console her. ' It is not supposed 
to happen to me.' 

She cried for a long time. Then with 
her left hand she picked up her bag and 
w ith her ri ght cradling her stomach she 
went home, leaving the AIDS 
pamphlets given to her scattered on the 
cl in ic fl oor. 

What could she do but stay the good 
wife. _;) 

Jai ve Smare lives in Goroka. 
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REVIEW - Lonely Planet Books 

Review by Mike Ball 

Lonely Planet travel guides have a 
world wide readership and 
reputation fo r accuracy and 

usefulness. So it is not surpri ing that 
Lonely Planet has turned to two of the 
Paci fi e 's most experienced and 
knowledgeable di ving authors to write 
their Diving a11d Snorkeling Guide to 
Papua New Guinea. 

Bob Hal tead is well known to 
Paradise readers having had stories 
publi shed promoting Papua ew 
Guinea's underwater paradi se since 
1976. He is al so the author of several 
other PNG di ve guides and the recently 
published The Coral Reefs 
of Papua New Guinea. 
Bob has made over 7,000 
di ve in Papua ew 
Guinea and is a pioneer of 
P G dive tourism. 

Co-author Tim Rock is 
a professional dive 
j ournalist based in Guam 
and the author of several 
di ve guides to Micronesian 
and Indonesian de tinations. He i a 
regular visitor who rates Papua New 
Guinean diving as some of the very best 
he has ever expetienced. 

The guide de cribes the principal dive 
sites that are accessible through Papua 

ew Guinean di ve operators. 
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Sites are rated for snorkelers. novice, 
intermediate and advanced divers. and 
particular features and hazards noted. 
Pos itions of di ve sites are indicated on 
clear maps, and names used for the sites 
are consistent with prev ious 
publications, an important feature since 
renaming of sites by later divers cause 
unnecessary confusion among visitors. 

o doubt this book will be a definiti ve 
reference for many years to come. 

The book contains a wea lth of 
information for the intending visitor 
including a complete and up to date 
directory of Papua New Guinean di ve 
operator w ith contac t in formation 
including latest email and web sites. 
In formation about the country is 
accurate and concise and the tex t has an 
easy to read styl e. 

A very use ful marine life section 
identifies marine li fe common in Papua 

ew Guinea - but not necessarily 
elsewhere - and some rare and 
hazardous creatures. The only fault I 
could fi nd with the book was that a 
couple of small photographs have been 
printed upside down. However the 
photography is excellent, probably the 
best I have ever seen for thi s type of 
publication and. for the fir t time, 
photographs are matched to the di ve site 
descriptions. For this reason the Lonely 
Planet Guide to Snorke/ing and Dil'ing 
in Papua New Guinea will also make a 
wonderful souvenir of Papua New 
Guinean di ving. 

173 pages, I 5 x 23 cm. Recommended 
retail price is A$24.95. Ava ilable in 
good bookshops everywhere. 

Mike Ball is the operator of Papua New 
Gui11ea11 '.s newest liveaboard dive boat 
the Paradise Sport. 

Review by Eric Lindgren 

The small ize of this book does 
not reflect the effort which has 
gone into it ! This help it fit into 

your pocket for practi ca l use while 
tra veiling. 

Three major section cover roughly 
40 pages each, on the main Pidgin 
languages of the Oceania: 

Bislama from Vanuatu, 
Pijin from the Solomon , and 
Tok Pisin from Papua ew Guinea. 
In addition there are shorter chapters 

on Kriol from the Northern Territory 
and Yumpla Tok from Torres Strait. 

Their name refl ect their 
idio yncrasies - spelling is somewhat 
phonetic, but you need to be aware of 
the subtle difference to become fluent 
in these languages of convenience. 
Each section has its own 
' Pronunciation' guide illustrating the 
local sound patterns. 

This book is an excellent start for the 
novice trave ller in Oceania and is 
highl y recommended. 

Pidgin Phrasebook, 2nd edition 1999. 
Balzer, Trevor and fi ve other authors, 
Lonely Planet Publications, 
PO Box 6 17 Hawthorn , Vic 3 122, 
Australi a. ISB O 86442 587 2 I 76pp. 
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SKYRAIL: Four years 'down the track' 

They said it would ruin the rainforest. It would kill the 
wi ldl ife, lay waste the vegetation, and ruin for all time 
the delicate ecological balance. But four years after 

its opening, the Cairns-Kuranda Skyrail has silenced its 
cnt1cs. This, the world's longest gondola cableway, has 
earned its reputation as a fully environmental-friendly 
introduction to the wonders of the great rainforest. 

Back in 1993-94, eco-activist Manfred Stevens spent 202 
days in a tree under the current Skyrail route. Tm going to 
stop this project at any cost!' he said. But top it he didn't -
and today, conservation groups and high-profile visitors, 
including the son of Jacques Cousteau, have lent their 
accolades to the new Skyrail service. 

Story and photographs 
by Graham Simmons 

Indeed, Skyrail has become 
one of only seven tourism 
operators in Australia to 
receive Advanced Eco
touri sm Accreditation. 

But I wanted to get an 
independent a essment. The 
CSIRO' Tropical Forest 
Research Centre, at Mareeba 
just north of Cairns, asked for 
time to inve tigate the matter. 
Their eventual reply was 

illuminating: 'We don ' t know of any adverse effects from 
Skyrail. If anything had come to light, it wou ld most assured ly 
be common knowledge by now. ' 

So, it was with a clear con cience that I boarded a Skyrail 
gondola at Smithfield Station, just out of Cairns! As our 
gondola climbed high above Caravonica Lakes, our host for 
the trip pointed out some of the feature of the rainforest 
cableway. This sky-train, which passes through the Wet 
Tropics World Heritage Area, is the world 's longest gondola 
cableway, spanning over 7.5km and supported by 32 towers. 
From near sea- level at Caravonica Lakes, the Skyrail 1ises 
abruptly to Red Peak Station, the highest point on the 
cableway, at 545 metres above sea level (photo above). 

MiD CiTY LuxuRv su1TEs Cairns 
'Personal Service With None To Compare' RACQ Rating ***** 

'Where your stay is more than 4 walls & a bathroom' 

• Private Balcony • Undercover Parking • Serviced Daily 
• Tn the Heart of the City at ground level & • Mini Bars 
• Swimming Pool & Spa full Security at Public Bar Prices 
• Separate main bedroom • Fully Self-Contained • Room Service 

and queen size bed • Your Own Laundry • Free Cable TV 
• Fold out Sofa Bed • Air conditioned 

Mid City Luxury Suites 6 McLeod St Cairns 4870 
Email: accom@midcity.com.au 

Telephone: (61) 740 515050 Fax: (61) 740 515161 Web: www.midcit .corn.au 

From 
$105 double per night 
$95 single per night 

Your hosts: Peter and Chrissie Johnson 



From Red Peak, the cableway begins a gradual descent to 
Barron Falls Station. Here we alighted, to partake in the delights 
of the rainforest walkway - a spectacular track leading to the 
lookout over the Barron Falls. They say that the Falls are at their 
best after rain (ie from December to April) (photo above) , but 
even at this time of year, during the build-up to the Wet, the Falls 
were still falling, with most impressive results. 

The CSIRO 's Rainforest Interpretive Centre, near Barron 
Falls Station, is a highlight of the Skyrail experience. Here, 
you start to get a feel for the startling diversity of wildljfe in 
the rainforest, where only one per cent of the surface sunlight 
filter down to the forest floor. In this hothouse environment, 
over 300 plant species can be found in a typical hectare. See 
displays of rare forest animals, such as the leaf-tailed gecko 
and Lumholtz' tree-kangaroo - and thank your lucky stars 
that you 're safely out of range of the super-stinging Gympie
Gympie tree! 

With the addition of 67 new gondolas in June 1997, Skyrail 
now boasts 114 gondolas, each of wruch can carry up to six 
passengers. Theoretically, over 650 passengers could be airborne 
at any one time - and they haven 't lost a passenger yet! 

But by now we 've crossed the Barron River, and our 
gondolier glides in for a smooth landing at Kuranda Station 
(photo on right). Just opposite, the famous Kw-anda-Caims 
train i waiting at the Kuranda railway station, its cabooses 
glistening like the carriages on an old team-train from a Wild 
West movie. 
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The village of Kuranda amply rewards a stay of a few hours. 
Stroll the time- topped streets. Take in the market (on Wed, 
Thur, Fri and Sun), the craft galleries or the cafes - or grab a 
beer at the Kuranda Pub or the Fitzpatrick Tavern. Or check out 
some of Kuranda 's newest attractions, including Bird World, 
the Butterfly Sanctuary (Au tralia 's largest) , Rainforestation 
Natw-e Park and the Noctarium, where the shy night creatures 
of the rainforest can be seen in their natural habitat. 

Back again at the Skyrai! base station on the shores of 
Caravonica Lakes, it 's just a few metres to the unique Tjapukai 
Aboriginal Cultural Park, home to the Tjapukai Theatre 
company, which had it genesi in Kuranda. 



'We don't pull any punches here,' says Judy Freeman, 
Tjapukai's Marketing Manager. 'The Tjapukai experience is 
inspirational, confrontational and memorable. ' 

I wouldn't disagree. Just a few minutes in the Creation 
Theatre, with its amazing integration of sound, live acting and 
stunning holographic images, is enough to give the visitor an 
entirely new appreciation of Aboriginal cu lture . This 
perfo1mance relates the Dreamtime creation story, as told 
originally to the Djabugay and Yirrgandyi peoples, and is a 
masterful telling of a complex web of beliefs, bearing many 
parallels to the legends of other ancient cu ltures (photo above). 

Other sections of this striking Park include the Magic 
Space, featuring murals by top Tjapukai artists, the Dance 
Theatre, set in a natural forest amphitheatre, and the 'Tjapukai 
Camp', where yo u can sample bush tucker, throw a 
boomerang, learn how to play the didgeridoo, or partake of the 
stylish daily buffet luncheon, featuring innovative uses of 
native ingredients. 

Looking far down onto the plains,from the Skyrail gondola 

The effect of the Tjapukai Cultural Park upon the local 
community has been remarkable. A decade ago, on ly two 
speakers of the Tjapukai language remained in the whole 
world . Now, the language is taught to both black and white 
children in three Cairns schools, older people have dug dow 1 

into their own storehouses of memories, and a complete 
revitalisation of pride in Tjapukai cultme has taken place. 

It's not only the Tjapukai people who display a new-found 
cultural awareness and pride. This attitude has rubbed off on 
the whole Cairns community. The resu lt is a city that can 
stand proudly on its own feet - and as visitors, it 's we who 
are the winners. ~ 

Graham Simmons is a freelance travel photojournalist and a 
member of the Australian Society of Travel Writers. 

Air Niug ini flies daily from Port Moresby to Cairns. 
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Destination Didesa 
Cultural Show at a remote station 

on the northern slopes of Mount Bosavi 

Above: The Master of Ceremonies takes 
advantage of the modern technology of a 
loudspeaker. 
Left: A dance leader gets ready to 
pe,form. 
Below left: A display in the classroom 
demonstrates the diverse and widespread 
membership of KORA. 
Below right: Young boy, looking slightly 
ghostly.from the clay smeared on his 

body, awaits his turn at the 
front of the Didesa longhouse. 

Story and photographs 
by John Brooksbank 

My most vivid memory of my last 
visit here in l975was having to 
castrate a very unwilling and 

vocal ' teenage' calf with a crudely 
harpened and sterili sed pocket knife. Not 

a lot ha changed at Didesa. From one end 
of the airstrip you still cannot see the other 
because of the hill in the middle. But at 
least the strip is cut. That la. t time metre 
high grass brushed clean the wing struts 
and fuselage of our single-engine MAF 
Cessna as we landed! . 

This time we are here to attend the 
first Bosavi Cultural Show. More than 
two decades have not signifi cantly 
changed the mission, just a few houses of 
locally sawn timber, painted with a black 
preservative, clustered like bees around 
the top of the airstrip. 

The sound of the dancing and singing 
increases as we near Didesa village, 
perched defensively on a nearby ridge 
top. Hundreds of people are mi ll ing 
around as we approach the part of the 
village set aside for the show - bounded 
by a pig fence of sharpened stakes and 
guarded by traditionally dres ed (and 
armed!) warriors. Soon we are carried 
along by the throng to the edge of a dusty 
clearing in front of the longhouse. 

The show is a very special event for the 
people of the area, whose villages rest in 
the shadow of Mount Bosavi , an extinct 
volcano whose jagged peaks dominate the 
geography of the whole region. For many, 
it is the first time they have seen dances 
and heard songs that, until religiously 
suppressed in recent year , had been 
handed down through the generations. For 
others it is the culmination of months of 
hard work to get the people of the far flung 
villages to come together as a visual 
demonstration of co-operation in their first 
regional organisation - the Kosuo Orogo 
Resource Holders Association (KORA). 

Originally named Mt Leonard Murray 
after a Papuan Administrator by Jack 
Hides, Mt Bosavi rises to 2,800m above a 
plain of rugged eroded limestone in a 
remote corner of the Southern Highlands 
Province. It is still untouched by the 
outside world. 
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L 
Above: The Didesa longhouse and dance ground 
Below: Preparing for the celebra1ion 
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Noted from afar by Hides and 
O 'Malley during their Strickland-Purari 
patrol , travelling to the north in 1935, 
Mount Bosavi was first examined closely 
from the air on 24 March 1936. Its unique 
form was studied by officers Ivan 
Champion and Bill Adamson through the 
windows of the strange shaped Fairchild 
Model 91 amphibian, with its propeller 
above the fuselage. These officers of the 
Papua Administration under the 
jurisdiction of Hubert Murray had taken 
off from Daru to reconnoitre the country 
that they would soon walk over. 

The Champion and Adamson patrol 
was an incredible feat of organisation, 
stam ina and courage - a journey of more 
than eight months over almost unknown 
country with few supplies, no back-up and 
no communication. Their route cut right 
across the top of Mount Bosavi , which 
they reached after two months in the field. 

They stayed in the village longhouses that 
they encountered along the way, 
including Didesa, usually already vacated 
by their inhabitants in fea r of the 
approaching strangers. 

It is amazing to think that the village 
has probably not altered a lot in more than 
sixty years. The country has not changed 
either. Patrol Officer Jack Hides noted in 
1935 that, 'There is probably no other part 
of Papua so full of game as this huge tract 
of undulating forest lands ' . It is a sim il ar 
concern for the land and env ironment of 
the Mt Bosavi region and the threat that 
logging poses to its unique ecosy tems that 
is the driving force behind KORA. 

Since the late 1980s, various Asian 
logging companies, awarded pe1mits over 
vast tracts of country, have clear cut 
swathes through the coastal plains of the 
Kikori, Turama, Wawoi and Bamu Rivers. 
Their attention had started to be drawn 
north towards the untouched forests 
surrounding Mt Bosavi , the catchment for 
many of the great rivers that flow into the 
Gulf of Papua. Visits had been made to 
certain villages and incentives apparently 
offered for co-operation with the loggers. 

A sociated with the petroleum 
developments in the Southern Highlands 
the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) 
established their Integrated Conservation & 
Development Project (ICDP) area, 
stretching from Tari to the Papuan coast. 
Awareness campaigns carried out by 
WWF field staff in villages throughout the 
area also gave village level impetus and 
support for KORA. The efforts of WWF, 
KORA and the fortuitous downturn in 
Asian economies have granted a reprieve 
for the Bosavi forests. 

Virtually ignored by successive 
administrations and governments from the 
1930s right through to the present day the 
principal outside influence on the people 
of Bosavi has been that of the missionaries. 



Above: The Show organising committee srand in 
judgemem 
Right: Bird of Paradise plumes brighten up a headdress 

Without doubt the evangelists of the Asian Pacific 
Christian Mission brought some lifestyle 
improvements through basic health and education 
services. However, traditional beliefs, customs, songs, 
dances and ceremonies were suppressed to the point 
that, as stated by some of the older community 
members, people were made to feel ashamed of them. 

Many practices of the remote longhouse 
communitie related in some way to conservation 
through living in hannony and balance with the 
environment. Evangelistic teaching however tended to 
paint the bush as the abode of dark and evil spirits to be 
countered only through strict adherence to Christian 
practice. Times have now thankfully changed and the 
mission, absorbed into the Evangelical Church of 
Papua, is more tolerant of other beliefs. 

Beliefs are however difficult to change. Decades of 
missionary influence have required a large dramatic 
event such as the Bosavi Cultural Show to stimulate 
today's upsurge of activity and interest. KORA has, 
with virtually no external financial suppo11, brought 
together the people of 26 Bosavi area villages from all 
points of the compass. Some dancing groups have 
walked more than two weeks from the headwaters of the 
Stiickland and Bamu Rivers in Western Province, others 
have travelled from Gulf Province and nearer Southern 
Highlands communities. 

The dancers are persuasively loud and rhythmic. 
The 'home team' dancers start their stumping steps 
inside the longhouse, whose numerous, somewhat 
spindly, floor posts transmit the vibrations to the 
ground beneath our feet. When a visiting dance troupe 
approach the welcoming dancers' chants rise to a 
thundering crescendo before they pour out of the small 
door and down the longhouse steps. 

As the male dancers perform for the visiting villager the women folk, 
almost overflowing the narrow longhouse verandah , start their own wailing 
song. The ladies ' distinctive grass skirts of dried sago leaves sway in time 
with their frenetic beat, adding to the aura of organised chao that permeates 
the proceedings. 

Dances continue into the night and through two more days of the Show as 
more village groups arrive, have to be welcomed and in turn, welcome the 
next arrivals. It is a true mutual affirmation of culture. Later in the event the 
regional groups that constitute KORA, representing a total of 91 clan , 
announce that they are setting aside five large areas to be fo1mally registered 
with the Government as Wildlife Management Area , ubject to a very strict 
regime of conservation. 

Bosavi still cloaks many of its mysterious secrets. The recent discovery 
of ancient petroglyphs also focussed the attention nationally, internationally 
and locally on the Bo. avi area, it culture and con ervation values. The 
petroglyphs, which could be more than I 0,000 years old were ' discovered ' 

on the walls of two 
rock shelters to the 
south of the mountain. 
Revealed to an 
anthropologist who 
had worked in the 
region for some time, 
these artistic artefacts 
of a bygone age 
apparently also occur 
el ewhere in the 
region. 

Probably the most 
important thing to 

re ult from the how is the realisation, and demonstration by the local Bosavi 
area people themselves, that it i possible to achieve conservation through 
culture. In this remote area of the Southern Highlands Province at least, 
culture and tradition have shown to be stronger than any economic motivation. 
The Bosavi Cultural Show is therefore representative of the people's new 
found price in the stewardship over their cultural and physical environment. 

KORA is the agency that will represent the views and aspirations of the 
Bosavi people in all provincial , national and possibly international forums 
- ensuring that their voice is heard by governments and other development 
agencies. 

Developmental change started for the Bosavi people in the early 1930s 
with the appearance of a few worn steel axe heads in the complex web of 
trade and trade goods that has from time immemorial linked the Bosavi 
people with their neighbours - signs of European contact with coastal 
Papuan populations. Now, through their own home grown energy and will, 
it looks as if the people of Bosavi will maintain control of their environment 
within the context of the legislation of an independent Papua New Guinea. 

Later, the usual downpour of rain washes away the heat of the day. 
However, this deluge does not stop the dancers who continue through the night 
in the Didesa longhouse. A highlight of the night dancing is the Gisalo dance 
- men sit for hours to mentally prepare for this very serious event. Eyes 
downcast and starkly outlined in black ochre the Gisalo perf01mers are 
intensely focussed as they sing sad, ritualistic and mournful tale of times, 
places and people who have gone before. These deeply moving chants drive 
members of the audience to tears and who, in order to appease the spirits who 
bring about such calamities, poke the dancers with sticks tipped with burning 
tree resin. 

Definitely not a dance recommended for tourist participation! 

John Brooksbank has Ii Fed and worked in Papua New Guinea for many 
years and returns at every possible opportunity. 
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When you rent a car with Hertz you'll discover 
just what makes the world's # 1 largest rent a car 

company. As the pioneer in car rental, it will not 
surprise you to hear that we're found at almost 

every airport and many downtown destinations 
around the world. 

We have rental offices through PNG covering 
most major centres. From the beauty of East New 
Britain to the mystery and challenge of the East 
Sepik and down the shore of the Coral Sea, Hertz 
is at hand to service your needs. 

Our cars, standard of service and back-up are 
second to none. All cars are the latest models, air
conditioned and equ ipped with radio cassette. 

Central Reservations 

325 4999 

The Hertz standard of service starts the moment 
you arrive. At many busy airport locations you' ll 

meet our Customer Service Representatives at the 
Hertz counter, this commitment to customer 

service lasts the length of your stay. 

Hertz prides itself on its long held commitment to 
excellence, designed to make your stay in PNG a 
pleasure from beginning to end. 



Se,ret 
frteMi 

Story and photographs 
by Javemo Hanemo 

Socialisation is one of the four aspects of the 
life cycle, as far as happy and healthy living is 
concerned. When the festive or holiday 

season is just around the corner, especially 
Christmas, most people are expecting or looking for 
something special to do or organise. 

The most exciting social activity that I can think 
of is 'secret friend'. This activity is simply picking 
a friend's name from a barrel and keeping it secret 
until you prepare a gift for him or her. I have been 
involved in this activity a couple of times with 
friends and I enjoyed it very much. 

It is truly fun, especially when children and old 
folks are involved. 'Secret friend' is a laughter 
medicine entertainment that really fits any lifestyle 
- young and old, around cities, towns and villages. 

Above left: When everybody helps prepare the food, there is plenty to eat. 
Above right: A big smile from secret friends 
Below: Children are great entertainers. 
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Above and below: The office is a suitable environment for 'Secret friend' activity. 
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It can be held among work mates, church 
groups, sports groups, at school , or just 
among families. 

Back at the village, elderly people 
say that ' it is truly a game of expect the 
unexpected ', while the youth say it is a 
'game of love and give'. You know 
why because all the excitement, 
laughter, exchanging of gifts and eating 
are entertaining. 

If you are interested in organising a 
special gathering or entertainment for 
your social group, workmates or fami I ies 
I suggest you arrange for everyone to 
have a 'secret friend' . 

The following simple steps and rules 
will help you to prepare a 'secret friend ' 
fun day. 
(a) Ask if people are interested. 
(b) Choose a particular date for the fun 
day, giving everyone plenty of time to 
prepare. 
(c) Write each person's name on a piece 
of paper. 
(d) Fold each piece of paper and put 
them all in a container. 
(e) Each person picks a name, but they 
must keep it secret until the date of the 
fun day. 
(f) Everybody prepares their gift or 
present in advance. 

Presents can be anything - a dress, 
jeans, aitefacts, souvenirs, gai·den crops 
or animals. 

To improve friendship in an office or 
a community, another way to play this 
game is to choose a name, not make a 
present, but be especially helpful to your 
'secret f1iend' for one week. ~ 



Exchanging gifts with secret friends 

GUARANTEED 
We specialise in design, installation and service of all types of 

Airconditioning and Electrical supply systems. 

• ALL BUSINESS • DOMESTIC PREMISES • HOTELS AND MOTELS 
• MEDICAL & CONVENTION FACILITIES • CLUBS 

• AUTO AIR CONDITIONING 

Quality Refrigeration & Airconditioning, parts, tools, 
equipment & refrigerant 

IR 



Responsible 
Environmental Management 

Is Our Deepest Concern. 



Aircraft type and Length Wingspan Power plant Cruising Speed 1ormal Altitude Seel seating/cargo *Range 
manufacturer (metres) (metres) (kilometres (metres) capacity with full (kilometres) 

per hour) passenger load 

AJl0-324 -16.67 -13 .90 2 Pratt & Whimey 900 10,500 209 pax + bags 7,000 
Airbus lndustrie PW-1152 + 11, l00kgcargo 
Europe 

F28-4000 29.61 25.07 2 Rolls Royce 750 9,000 7-f pax + bags 1,600 
Fokker RBl83 - 15H + 667kg cargo 
The Netherlands 

F28-1000 27.60 23.58 2 Rolls Royce 750 9,000 60 pax + bags 1,600 
Fokker RB183 - 15 + 794kg cargo 
The Netherlands 

DHC DASH-200B 22.25 25.89 2 Pratt & Whimey 550 7,600 36 pax + bags 1,700 
Bombardier PW123D + 331kg cargo 
Canada 

• Quoted range based on fully loaded aircraft. Greater range is achieved by limiting passengers and/or cargo carried on certain routes. 

Craftll'ork.s 
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INTERNATIONAL OFFICES 
BRISBA E 
99 Creek Street 
GPOBox22 16 
BRISBANE QLD 400 1 
AUSTRA LI A 
Tel: (61 7) 32211544 
Fax: (61 7) 32200040 
Email: 
sa les.brisbane@airniugini. 
com.pg 

CA IR S 
Shop 2 Tropica l Arcade 
4-6 Shields Street 
CA IRNS QLD 4870 
AUSTRA LI A 
Tel: (61 70) 514950 
Fax: (61 70) 313402 
Email: 
sales.cairns@airniugini. 
com.pg 

SYD EY 
Somare House 
I 00 Clarence Street 
PO Box 5293 
SYDNEY NSW 200 1 
AUSTRALIA 
Tel: (61 2) 92901544 
Fax: (61 2) 92902026 
Email: 
sales.sydney@airniugini. 
com.pg 

HONIARA 
PO Box 677 
HONIARA 
SOLOMON ISLANDS 
Tel: (677) 22895 
Fax: (677) 24025 

Local call number in Australia: 1300 361380 

GENERAL SALES AGENTS 
PORT VILA 
Vanuatu Travel Services Ltd 
Tel: (678) 22836 
Fax: (678) 23583 

LO DO 
British Airways Travel 
Shops 
Tel: (44171) 7074146 
Fax: (44 171) 7074145 

SEOUL 
Sharp Inc 
Tel : (82 2) 7347100 
Fax: (82 2) 7347108 

AUCKLAND/FIJI/COOK IS 
Walshes World (NZ) Ltd 
Tel: (64 9) 3793708 
Fax: (64 9) 3022420 

JAKARTA 
P.T. Ayuberga 
Tel: (62 21) 5780615 I 

5780628 /5780654 
Fax: (62 21) 5713013 

TEL AVIV 
Open Sky Ltd 
Tel: (972 3) 5253444 
Fax: (972 3) 5253445 

DOMESTIC SALES OFFICES 
PORT MORESBY 
Tel: (675) 321 2888 
Fax: (675) 321 3651 

WAIGANI 
Tel : (675) 325 1055 
Fax: (675) 325 3683 

BOROKO 
Tel: (675) 325 9084 / 3541 
Fax: (675) 325 3614 

LAE 
Tel: (675) 472 1892 
Fax: (675) 472 4758 
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MADA G 
Tel: (675) 852 2699 
Fax: (675) 852 2849 

WEWAK 
Tel: (675) 856 2233 
Fax: (675) 856 2203 

ALOTAU 
Tel: (675) 641 1100 
Fax: (675) 6411636 

GOROKA 
Tel: (675) 732 1444 
Fax: (675) 732 1489 

SINGAPORE 
IOI Thomson Road 
#0 1-05/06 United Square 
SINGAPdRE 11 30 
Tel: (65) 2504868 
Fax: (65) 2533425 
Email: 
sales.singapore@airniugini. 
com.pg 

MA ILA 
Fortune Office Building G/F 
160 Legaspi Street 
Legaspi Village 
MAKATI CITY 
PHILIPPINES 
Tel: (63 2) 8913339 /40 /41 
Fax: (63 2) 8913393 

TAIPEI 
Dragon Express Co Ltd 
2F, World Express Bldg 
82 Chien Kuo North Road 
Section 2 Taipei , Taiwan 
Tel: (886 2) 5152025 
Fax: (886 2) 5060023 

LOSA GELES 
Mr Kerry Byrd 
Tourism Promotion Authority 
Tel: (1 949) 7525440 
Fax: (1 949) 47163741 
Email: wantok@earthlink.net 

KUALA LUMPUR 
Pelancogan Abadi Sdn Bhd 
Tel: (60 3) 2424311 
Fax: (60 3) 2412322 

MT HAGE 
Tel: (675) 542 1444 
Fax: (675) 542 1423 

PORGERA 
Tel: (675) 547 9500 
Fax: (675) 547 8828 

KAVIENG 
Tel: (675) 984 2135 
Fax: (675) 984 2337 

~ 
AirNiugini 
PX Internet Web site: 
www.airniugini.com.pg 

JAPAN 
Japan Airlines 
4-1 I Jogasjo-Shinagawa 
2 Chome Shinagawa-ku 
Tokyo 140 - Japan 
Tel: (81 3) 5460 3724 
Fax: (81 3) 5460 5982 

FRANKFURT 
Mr Rudiger Knospe 
Tel: (49) 69 934095 
Fax: (49) 69 6313332 
Email: 
PN G.tourism@-online.de 

RABAUL 
Tel: (675) 982 9033 
Fax: (675) 982 9052 

MANUS 
Tel: (675) 470 9092 

LIHIR 
Tel: (675) 986 4008 
Fax: (675) 986 4032 

HOSKI S 
Tel: (675) 983 5077 
Fax: (675) 983 5669 

~ Air Niugini 



Exciting, prestigious, and magnificiant. The 
Tower' , glamourously rises through the heart of 
the central business district of Port Moresby. 

Its glasses mirror the happenings of Port 
Moresby streets and the historically famous 
Fairfax Habour, as well as the skyline. It's a 
metaphor for the wide ranging membership of 
its owner, the National Provident Fund of 
Papua New Guinea. 

This 18 storey complex, containing public 
areas , retail areas, car parking , professional 
suites at ground and first floor levels, will also 
have well appointed luxury office accommoda
tion . 

All areas are fully air-conditioned with a stand
by power generator and an emergency water 
supply. 

'The Tower', bringing a new level of building 
design and elegance to Papua New Guinea. 
And more importantly, extending better 
rewards to its contributors. 

The NPF provides tangible social benefits for 
its members and their families including: 

• Education Savings Plan 
• Housing Advance Scheme 
• Retirement Savings 
• Special Death Benefits 

For more information on 'The Tower', please call our Marketing Agent Century 21 Siu le Real Estate 
on 3212121 or fax on 3212309, and for details on the Fund, our addresses are: 

HEAD OFFICE • PORT MORESBY LAE AREA OFFICE RABAUL AREA OFFICE 
PO Box 5791 PO Box 2451 PO Box 2079 
BOROKO LAE RABAUL 
National Capital District Morobe Province East New Britain Province 
Ph: 325 9522 Fax: 3255503 Ph: 4724633 Fax: 4725791 Ph : 9828730 Fax: 9828731 

GOROKA AGENCY MT HAGEN AREA OFFICE 
PO Box 304 PO Box 1539 
GOROKA MT HAGEN 
Eastern Highlands Province Western Highlands Province 
Ph : 752 1294 Fax: 732 1294 Ph : 542 2145 Fax: 542 3134 



'ZHEMCAAE PHARMACIES LID 
HEAD OFFICE 
PO Box 349, LAE 
Phone: 472 4133, 472 4674 
Fax: 472 4230, 472 4153 

MOROBE PHARMACY 
Lae - Phone: 472 6195 

MADANG PHARMACY 
Phone: 852 2775 

HIGHLANDS PHARMACY 
Goroka - Phone: 732 1426 

KIMBE PHARMACY 
Phone: 983 5387 

ALOTAU PHARMACY 
Phone: 641 1307 

NIUGINI WHOLESALE DRUG 
PO Box 349, Lae 
Phone: 472 4133 
Fax: 472 4230, 472 4153 

PO Box 1322, Boroko 
Phone: 323 3898, 323 3992 
Fax: 323 3949 

THE FLORIST 
(Inside Morobe Pharmacy) 
Phone: 472 2300 

✓ 1 Hour Colour prints 

✓ Photo Frames 

✓ Films 

✓ Laminating 

✓ Contact Prints 

✓ Slide to Print 

✓ Passport Photos 

✓ Slide Processing 

✓ Customised Framing 

✓ B & W Processing 

✓ School Photos 

WEWAK PHARMACY 
Phone: 856 2085 

CLARKES CHEMIST 
Kokopo - Phone: 982 8423 

MELPA PHARMACY 
Mt Hagen - Phone: 542 1263 

TABUBIL PHARMACY 
Phone: 548 9056 

ERIKU PHARMACY 
Lae - Phone: 472 0046 

INDUSTRIAL WATER SERVICES 
PO Box 349, Lae 
Phone: 472 4358 
Fax: 472 4230 

POOL SHOP 
PO Box 349, Lae 
Phone: 472 3320 Fax: 472 4230 

✓ Reprints 

✓ Albums 

✓ Cameras 

✓ Copy Prints 

✓ Enlargements 

✓ ID Photos 

✓ ID Cards 

✓ Work Permit Photos 

✓ Picture Framing 

✓ Document Framing 

✓ Professional Enlarging 

CHEMCAREPHARMACYRABAUL 
Phone: 982 1221 

CHEMCARE PHARMACY PACIFIC PLACE 
Phone: 320 2376 

CHEMCAREPHARMACYTAURAMA 
Phone: 325 5615 

CHEMCAREPHARMACYBOROKO 
Phone: 325 5533 

CHEMCARE PHARMACY SPRING GARDEN RD 
Phone: 323 3992 

Now at 
CHEMCARE 
PHARMACY 

Fotofast Port Moresby 
PO Box 1322, Boroko 
Phone: 323 3893, 323 3992 
Fax: 323 3949 

ADVANCE PHOTO SYSTEM 
NOW IN PORT MORESBY 
* Advantix Film processing 
* Prints Available 

- Classic 
- High definition 
- Panorama 

* Index Prints 

There's a Fotofast Minilab Close to You. 
LOCATED IN PORT MORESBY AT: ALSO SITUATED IN CHEMCARE PHARMACIES AT: 

Turumu Street, Boroko 
Pacific Place, Taurama, Boroko, Spring Garden Rd, 
Lae, Kokopo, Mt Hagen, Madang, Wewak, Goroka, 
Rabaul , Tabubil , Eriku, Alotau, Kimbe 

Send a photograph on any subject to Fotofast Photograph Competition, PO Box 1267, Port Moresby. 
A winning photograph wiU be published in each issue of Paradise. The winner will receive prizes ofK 100 cash from Paradise 

and a K I 00 Fotofast voucher to be spent at any Fotofast outlet in Papua New Guinea. The decision of the judges will be final. 



Christina Sape - winner of the Photograph Competition 
Police Constable with his dog in Goroka 
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GIRISTMAS 
AT SIOMOROviO~ 

Story and photographs 
by Nancy Sullivan 

There is a beautiful little Anglican 
church in Siomoromoro, just 
outside Goroka. I attended a 

special Mass there last Christmas, given 
by Father Graham Bradshaw. A village 
of maybe one hundred people, there are 
something like forty kids in 
Siomoromoro, and for each one of them, 
Father Graham had brought a Ctuistmas 
toy. Ukelele, soccer ball, plastic car, 
Barbie purse, teddy bear, puzzle, book, 
doll , coloured pens, paddleball. Each 
child received something, thanks to 
Father Graham and his former 
parishioners in England. 

Months ago, Father Graham had 
asked his previous parish to hold their 
nonnal Ch1istmas toy drive early this 
year. This time the parish sent their toys 
to Father Graham at St. Francis' 
Anglican Church in Goroka, where they 
arrived in late November. Father 
Graham then sorted through the 
hundreds of toys, each one donated by 
some chi ld in England for a child in 
Goroka. He assembled a pile of toys for 
each of his Siane village churches, 
matching one toy to a name, according 
to age and sex, by the li sts his 
parishioners had provided. 

To the credit of David, the prominent 
Siomoromoro man who had provided 
the list for his vilJage, no one was left 
out on Christmas morning. When the 
Father finished his service he turned to 
the kids crowding the front pews in this 
tiny church and informed them that he 
was about to share with them a 
Christmas custom from his place. 

The church at Siomoromoro 

Above: Father Graham explains that the toys were donated by children in England. 
Below: Children in the front pew wait for their gifts from Father Graham. 
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Reading from David 's list, he called out, 
'Simon?' A young lad of five or six stood 
up from the front row and, eyes bulging, 
shuffled fo1ward. He must have thought 
he was being called to religious service 
until Father Graham pulled from a box a 
large green army tank tagged with 
Simon's name, and handed it to him. 
Dumbfounded, he immediately fled with 
his gift to the b1ight noonday sun. 

And so it went. Each child more 
and more eagerly wringing hands and 
squeezing each other ' s shoulders 
before bounding forward for his or her 
gift. If the older ones understood their 
good luck, the little ones remained 
slightly dazed throughout. Certainly 
none had ever had a toy before. Little 
boys embraced their football or fire 
engine tentatively, embarrassed by its 
size, before spinning on their heels 
and dashing out to examine it. Little 
girls stood calm and awestruck as 
Father Graham lay the strap of a 
bright vinyl bag across their shoulder, 
or handed them a furry monkey almost 
half their size. 

One six or seven year old boy beamed 
politely as he received his gift, saying, 
'Thank you Father, thank · you , thank 
you,' as if on behalf of them all. Helping 
hand out the toys, I laughed along with 
Father Graham and some of the 
paiishioners as the kids one by one 
dashed up , heads bent, sometimes 
forgetting to smile in their haste to get 
out and see what they'd gotten. The 
whole church grew giddy with the event. 

These toys were all of different sizes, 
differing value and appeal - but not one 
child balked at his or her bounty, asking 
for another or for what their friend may 
have received. If they weren ' t all as 
gracious as the one boy, they were 
obviously, speechlessly, thrilled. 
Afterwards, delighted parents tested the 
wheels, pulled strings and rotated limbs 
before handing them back to the kids, 
although a few taking possession of the 
infan"1 rattles and music boxes. 

But most kids were still clutching 
their gifts an hour after the service, as we 
walked through the village and looked 
over its drought-stricken gardens. 

One little boy had been given four 
matchbox cars in a manila envelope, 
which he might have had to have pried 
from his fist later on. Another stood in 
the doorway of his house admiring his 
foot-long silver police car with 
adjustable doors and mirrors. 'Subim!' 
we called out. 'Putim long graun na 
subim!' 

He shook his head, appalled at the 
suggestion. 'Nogat! Bai di1ti!' 

Eventually we headed back up the 
dirt track and onto the Kama road 
back to town . This road passes 
through gently rolling hills and 
scattered villages, providing one of 
the most beautiful views of the 
mountains southwest of Goroka. 
Father Graham had had the 
forethought to bring an extra box of 
toys for the trip . Whenever he 
spotted two or three kids by the 
roadside, he ' d stop the vehicle, call 
them over, and with a grin 
suppressing laughter, he'd drop a 
small plane, a few rubber balls r a 
doll into their hands. 'Merry 
Christmas! ' he'd bellow. 

The kids would yell , 'Thank you 
Father! ' in his wake. 

Not far from Goroka, we were down 
to two or three toys in the box. A young 
girl, maybe twelve years old, was 
walking along the road in the opposite 
direction. Father Graham stopped the 
vehicle as she approached, and reached 
into the box for a brightly coloured toy 
cell phone. He leaned out the window 
and pretended to be answering its ring 
as the girl walked by. 'Scuse!' he 
called out. 'Nern bilong yu wanem?' 

'Nern bilong mi Marta,' she 
answered politely. 

Father Graham spoke into the 
phone, 'Em nau, erni stap,' he said, then 
turned to the lass, saying 'Imas telepon 
call bilong yu Marta!' and he reached 
out and handed her the phone. 

'Helo?' she asked, playing along. 
'Merry Christmas Marta!' we both 

sang out. 
She laughed back, saying 'Tenkyu 

Father'. 
We waved and pu11ed away, both of 

us feeling like Father and Mrs Claus in 
our battered four-wheel drive sled. ~ 

Nancy Sullivan lives in Goroka. 
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Pu%%te, 
Answers are on page 50 

STOCKING MAZE 
What are the names of the presents around Santa's stocking. 
How many of these names can you find hidden in the 
diagram. The ci rcled numbers tell you how many letters in 
each word. 

Draw a line through the trees from start to finish without 
crossing any lines. 

zoo 
Five keepers at Moitaka Zoo are waiting for five new 
animals. Each keeper is responsible for one animal. From 
the clues below can you determine which animal, the colour ADJECTIVE 
of the cage and its country of origin? Find all the 

ANIMAL COUNTRY COLOUR 
Joe 
Tau 
Kua 
John 
La'a 
I . Joe looks after the black cage. 
2. The lion is not from China. 
3. Tau 's animal comes from Africa. 
4. The snake lives in a blue cage. 
5. The green cage is looked after by Kua. 
6. Neither the parrot nor the monkey li ves in a black cage. 
7. John's animal is not from Borneo. 
8. La'a has the Brazilian animal. 
9. The deer is not in a red cage or a yellow cage. 

I 0. The an imal without legs is looked after by La' a. 
11. The lion is in the reel cage. 
12. The Indian animal has a yellow cage. 
13. Kua's bird comes from Borneo. 
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letters in the 
diagram 
which are 
exactly alike 
three times. 
A letter may 
appear many 
times in 
different 
styles, but 
you want 
only those 
letters wh ich 
are exact 
triplicates. 
Reairange 
these letters 
to spell an 
adjecti ve. 

N 
a 
s 
f 
B 
0 

s 
A 
E 
H 
e 
k 

'M 

? M X 
I (Q) t 

CV r i 
Q X y 
B K B 
u Q p 

J y F 
p G I 

t ..41 ~ 
I<_ t s 
R z r 
Q T M 
I B y 

Q A M g e 
X 9 ~ p G 
C C w z y 

C w fM u H 
Q o/1 0 E ~ 
J R w T k 

o/1 t y s w 
G Q 1\1 p X 
p A X C 9 
~ X (Q) B C 
M C s J Q 
a § B p Q 
X CV , u J 

..41 
§ 

IE I 

f 1 
s 
y 
g 
0 

F 
I 
? 
Q 
K 



Taekwo n-Do Mas ter Renee 
Sereff (7th dan), the first (and 
onl y) fem a le Internati onal 

Taekwon-Do Federation Master 
Instructor in the world , landed at Mt 
Hagen airport as part of a goodwi II tour 
of Papua New Guinea. Master Sereff 
had little time to unpack her camera 
before being greeted by Taekwon-do 
students in bilas (traditional dress) , and 
uniformed seni or Taekwon-Do 
members. Soon after she was off to the 
gym fo r the first of two Taekwon-Do 
semin ars held at Kimin inga Police 
barracks gymnasium. 

Escorted by Austra li an In structor 
T1ish Rounthwaite (3 rd dan), for 4 years 
a resident of Mt Hagen, the sights, 
sounds and customs of the 'Land of the 
Unexpected' were soon explained to 
Master Sereff. These inc luded the 
occas ional practi ce of polygamy, 
chewing of bete lnut, pay back, tribal 
fi ghting (with bushknives, spears, and 
bows and an ows), vill age courts and 
compensation claims. 

Story and photographs by Trish and Rocky Rounthwaite 

Training with more than 80 students 
fro m as fa r away as Goroka, the 
visiting Master kicked and punched to 
the de light of students and spectators 
a like. Food and hospitality fo ll owed 
in the home of loca l instructor and 
international schoolteacher, Bruce and 
Keri ene Imatana. 

The nex t day 's events inc luded a 
dri ve through the shopping centre, a 
visit to the marke t, and an 
in ternational school tour th at inc luded 
the first of two Taekwo n-Do 
demonstratio ns . The day was 
hi ghli ghted by a visit to the vill age of 
local in structor Simo n Kama (3 rd 
dan), greeted by meris dressed in bi/as 
who- danced and sang to the beat of 
kundu drums. 

Cameras never stopped clicking. 
Apprec iating thi s style of greeting by 
villagers was normally reserved fo r 
di gnitari es, Master Sereff was in her 
e lement, dancing alongs ide her hosts 
who had taken some three hours to 
dress for the occas ion. 

Over 200 villagers welcomed the 
world 's first fe male Taekwon-Do 
Master. The setting of tradi tional kunai 
(grass) huts, pigs , coffee bushes, 
vegetable gardens and excited children 
was a fitting one for the occasion. 

Greetings included the exchange of 
heart fe lt appreciation for the event in 
Tok Pies and Tok Pisin before village 
e lder E li as Koim passed pos iti ve 
comments on the value that Taekwon
Do was to hi s people. 'Though I never 
full y appreciated the work that Simon 
(Kama) was doing in Taekwon-Do 
amongst our people, the visit to our 
village of Master Sereff shows me that 
Taekwon-Do trul y is an in ternational 
art' , he said. ' I see only good in what 
you are doing and believe a ll our 
people, especially the youth should be 
involved in it. You have my supp0rt in 
your efforts.' 

Taekwon-Do instructors with Trish 
Rounthwaite (4th from left) and 
Master Renee Sereff (3rd from right) 
at Polumrus village 
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Bank South Pacific 

Nationally owned and serving the people 
of Papua New Guinea 

our competitive advantages include:-

our continuity of management 
our experience and highly skilled staff 
our early response time for lending decisions 
and our reputation for high quality 

BSP is achieving recognition for both our range of 
products and services, for our sophisticated IT platform 
and our network expansion which is providing career 
path opportunities for our citizens. 

For many years the Kundu drum has been synonymous 
with the culture of a fascinating and developing Papua 
New Guinea. 

Now, the Kundu drum is the symbol of the emerging 
strength of a nationally owned financial institution, known 
for its quality and professionalism - Bank South Pacific. 

BSP - our strength is in our people 

Accompanied by ITFPNG executive officer, Goroka 
based Police Inspector Nelson Gihigupa ( 1 st dan), Mt Hagen 
Police club instructor Canute Gutok ( I st dan), Madang 
instructor Andrew Natera, and esco11 Trish Rounthwaite (3rd 
dan) , Master Sereff performed her second demonstration in 

Papua New Guinea, her first ever in a village. 

Treated to a ' bakery ' lunch , Master Sereff then 
accompanied local pilot and Taekwon-Do supporter, Captain 

Raphael Koipa, who treated her and Mrs Rounthwaite to a 

bird 's eye view of Mt Hagen and surrounds in his company 
helicopter. 

Early evening saw the visiting Master royally treated as a 
guest at testings run by International Instructor Mr Rocky 

Rounthwaite, President of ITFPNG. The occasion was 
highlighted by the 2nd only female black belt in the Bai Rui 

Taekwon-Do Schools in Papua New Guinea, Regina Lowfan, 
successfully testing in front of Master Sereff for her I st 
degree black belt. 

'Encouraging women in the a,t was the key purpose of this 
visit' , said Master Sereff. 'The first Bai Rui Taekwon-Do 

woman black belt in Papua New Guinea was Goroka based 
Rebecca Namora. I would like to mark this occasion and 
testing of the 2nd female black belt by announcing a Wayne 
Schofield Scholarship in honour of our recently departed 
Taekwon-Do friend Wayne Schofield (5th dan) from the 

United States Taekwon-Do Federation. Mr Schofield, known 

personally to a number of ITFPNG members, died earlier this 
year after a long illness. He had served in Papua New Guinea 

during the Second World War and had fond memories of his 
visit to the country and its people.' 

Fittingly, local instructors indicated a woman would be 

the recipient of the scholarship which includes airfares, camp 

fees, and incidentals whilst attending Camp Colorado, USA, 
in the year 2000. 

Master Sereff then presented clothing brought from Mr 
Schofield 's estate. 

'These will have a special place in the hearts and minds 

of those who knew Mr Schofield' , said local instructor 
Bruce Imatana. 

Following a well-attended function in honour of Master 

Sereff and Mrs Rounthwaite (a pioneer of TKD in Papua 
New Guinea), it was back to the hotel for a well-earned rest 

and preparation for the next day 's return flight to Brisbane. 

A 3-hour stopover in Port Moresby allowed a quick visit 

to PNG Arts - a huge warehouse with thousands of artefacts 
- a hasty look at Parliament House, and a peek at a cuscus 
before lunching at an hotel overlooking the airport. Bai Rui 

Directors Margie and Charles Birch hosted the farewell 
lunch to complete the whirlwind 3-day tour. 

' I thank all Papua New Guineans who took the time to 

visit, my hosts and instructors without whom the 

comaraderie of Taekwon-Do would not exist', said Master 
Sereff as she departed. () 



Not Another Pretty Face 

Coral reefs: these two words evoke 
images of the corals themselves 
which build the reefs, and the 

creatures with sp lendid colours and 
shapes which inhabit the reefs. We think 
of anemones, gorgonian sea fans, bright 
coloured striped clownfish and dense 
schools of purple basselets. We think of 
fancy shrimp and crabs, featherstars and 
ba1Tel sponges. 

Rarel y is the lumpy sea cucumber, 
oozing its way around the rubble on the 
seafloor, one of the first reef creatures to 
come to mind. And yet, the holothurians 
- their more dignified name - have a 
crucial role in their habitat. They also 
have unique biological features within 
their group, and an important place in 
human history. 

Sea cucumbers range from a few 
centimetres to over a metre long and 
come in red , pink, black, brown , 
yellow, orange and striped. Despite the 
variety of size, colour and texture, they 
are fairly restricted when it comes to 
shape. They are all a basic sausage 
shape, some fatter or thinner, others 
longer or shorter, with slight variations 
in appendages and texture. The Prickly 
Red Fish is studded, solid, tough and 
quite leathery to touch . Synapta 
maculata is sticky, which is caused by 
calcium carbonate grains embedded in 
the skin, and can extend to a flaccid 
2 metres when picked up . 

The holothurians are members of the 
echinoderm group, which also includes 
sea lilies , featherstars, starfish , 
brittlestars and sea urchin s. The 
echinoderms are distinguished by their 
radial symmetry, with five divisions of 
the body around a central region which 
contains the mouth. This is obvious in 
animals such as starfish, but not so 
obvious with the slug-shaped 
holothurians. They are so elongated 
that they actually lie on one side, with 
the mouth at the 'front end' and the 
anus at the other. The circular 
sy mmetry is more obvious when 
looking at a sea cucumber as though 
through a tunnel. Choose carefully 
which end you look through. 

n the reef): The P 
nota anana , 
slong, and 
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This elongation of the body has enabled the sea cucumbers 
to move with the flow of evolution much more than their 
echinoderm cousins. Over aeon of time, an upper and lower 
surface has developed. As in most echinoderms, there are five 
rows of ' tube feet', but again, the sea cucumbers have adapted 
their bodies to . uit themselves. The tube feet are thin-walled 
cylinders, and some holothurians have them studded all over 
their bodies, while others have none at all except for around 
the mouth. 

The three rows of suckered tube feet generally found 
along the lower surface serve for attachment and 
locomotion. In some species these have condensed, and the 
animal oozes forward on a smooth 'sole '. The two rows of 
tube feet along the upper surface act surprisingly enough as 
respiratory organs. 

It is the operation of the tube feet which is one of the most 
amazing systems among the inve11ebrates. Within the body of 
all echinoderms there is a water vascular system which 
consists of a 1ing-shaped canal encircling the mouth region, 
and from it five radial canal lead into the five sectors of the 
body. Water is sucked into the body, and piped through the 
canals to the tube feet which then stretch. When fully 
extended, the sucker grips the rock. When the feet muscles 
contract, the water is driven back into the central canal, and the 
tube feet shorten pulling the whole animal forward. Many 
tube feet working in sequence act like a se,ies of small legs. 
The original hydraulic-pressure system. 

A crown of 10-30 tentac les, also part of the water vascular 
system, surrounds the mouth. The tentacles operate on the 
same hydraulic-pressure mechanism. The detrital feeders 
slowly creep along the bottom and extend their tentacles to 
pick up organic particles, forming a meshwork when fully 
expanded into the water. The food-laden tentacles are then 

thrust into the mouth to be wiped clean. 
Appearing rather m01ibund, holothurians in fact have a 

crucial role in their habitat. They are both vacuum cleaners 
and cultivators of the reef, turning over a remarkable amount 
of the substrate as they eat their muddy way across the 
seafloor. The effo11s of the sea cucumbers prevent layering 
and compacting of the sand, and literally tonnes of sand may 
pass through their guts. 

Lying around like a lump in full view of predators, with 
neither spines nor armour for protection, would generally be a 
risky bu ines . But sea cucumbers have a concealed arsenal. 
When handled or disturbed, many species will eject great 
masses of white, orange or red exceedingly ticky threads, 
called tubules of Cuvier. These suings will entangle such as a 
crab, or a diver's hand, which will then require skill and 
patience to remove. The threads are part of the animal's gut, 
and will regenerate over the next 4-6 months. Some species 
practically eviscerate themselves, throwing off many of their 
internal organs, which also will regenerate over time. 

Other species contain toxic substances in their skin. Pacific 
Islander have used thi feature as a fishing tool by chopping 
up the sea cucumber and throwing the piece into a coral pond. 
The poisoned fish come to the surface but the edibility of the 
fish is not affected. 



Some species of the holothurian were so abundant in the 
I 700- I 800s that they were commercially fished in the Papua 
New Guinean waters. Regarded as a delicacy in soups by 
Chinese gourmets, they were known as 'Trepang" to Asiatic 
fishermen, and 'Beche-de-mer' by the French who adopted 
the cuisine. 

Lieutenant Jukes, aboard the survey ship HMAS Fly in 
1862, published an account of Malays fishing: 

' ... they cut open each animal longitudinally, clean out the 
inside and plunge it into boiling water for a short time. Having 
thus prepared it they boil the whole in iron pans in salt water 
together with pieces of new mangrove bark .... It is boiled in 
this way for eight to ten hours and then removed to the shed. 
There it is spread out in a single layer of the platform of split 
bamboo and the fire lighted below. It is then dried and smoked 
until ready to be packed away. Each piece is then much 
shrivelled and of a reddish hue and is ready to be stowed away 
for the homeward voyage.' 

The very valuable beche-de-mer fishery began to decline 
around 1920. The Prickly Red Fish, with large body and small 
spicules, one of the most valuable species was practically 
extermjnated in some area . 

Valuable to the reefs where it lives and to the people who 
eat it, all too often, the humble sea cucumber remains 
overlooked by divers. You can't judge a book by its cover!!! 

Danielle Johnson, a former research scientist in molecular 
evolution, now works as a photo-journalist. 

Above: The mouth of holothurians is surrounded by a 
crown of suckered tube feet. 
Below: Patterns on an unidentified species of sea cucumber 

A commercial shrimp feeds on parasites and debris on the 
skin of Bohadschia argus. 

IF YOU HAVE 
THE lAND, 

THE HOME IS ... , 

=-.,,.,,... -... EASY. 
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Dendrobium Alba Tabo is an orchid 
unique to Papua New Guinea, a country rich 
in flora and fauna. 

It's also a country rich in human resources 
promising a bright future. 

The POSF plans to enrich that promise 
by turning today's potential into tomorrow's 
growth. 

The Public Officers Superannuation Fund is 

one of PNG's leading investors. 

The P.O.S.F. manages the superannuation 

contributions of PNG's public servants. That's a big 

responsibility. 

It's also a big opportunity because we 

invest this money to increase the savings of public 

servants and, on a broader scale, to benefit everyone 

inPNG. 

We do this by recognising sound, profitable 

investments. It may be land or building developments, 

mining, commercial ventures, in fact anywhere we see 

potential for the future. 

Sometimes our investments are short term. 

Sometimes long term. But we always invest with the 

aim of bringing a return to our members and overall 

growth to the future of PNG. 

Because we know that, just as with flowers, if 

we nurture potential carefully, we'll have a beautiful 

future. 

To discuss your particular sound business 

proposal, please contact the Managing Director by 

telephone on 321 2382, or by fax on 321 2745. 

P~,SF 
3i~Jtper: 

Public Officers Superannuation Fund Board 
PO Box 483, Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea. 



AUDIO ENTERTAINMENT 
CLASSICAL 

Channel: 5 
Flute Quartet in C, K285-
Allegro (Mozart) 
Judith Hall : flute 
COLLINS CLASSICS 

Draussen in Sievering (Strauss) 
Sumi Jo 
BRATO 

A Country Fair (Carmichael) 
Jack Harrison: clarinet 
West Australian Symphony 
Orchestra 
Conducted by Richard Mill s 
ABC CLASS ICS 

Etude No 7 (Villa-Lobos) 
Slava Grigoryan: guitar 
SONY 

Prelude a L'apres-midi d'un 
faune (Debussy) 
Melbourne Symphony Orchestra 
Conductor: Jorge Mester 
ABC 

Hungarian Dance No 1 
(Brahms) 
Budapest Symphony Orchestra 
Conductor: Istvan Bogar 
NAXOS 

Petrushka - Quatrieme tableau 
(Stravinsky) 
Oslo Philharmonic Orchestra 
Conductor: Mariss Jansons 
EMI 

Nocturne Op 36 No 3 
(Suriabin) 
David Nuttall: oboe 
Larry Sitsky: piano 
ABC CLASSICS 

Pavanne from Symphonette 
No 3 (Morton Gould) 
The New London Orchestra 
HYPERJON 

Fauet - Soldiers Chorus 
(Gounod) 
Choeurs el Orchestre du Theatre 
National de !' Opera de Paris 
Conductor: Georges Pretre 
EM I 

POP 
Channel: 6 

Supposed To Be Here 
Primary 
WARNER 

Where My Girl's At 
702 
MOTOWN 

So Pure 
Alanis Morissette 
MAVERICK 

You Wanted More 
Ton ic 
UNIVERSAL 

Animal Instinct 
The Cranberries 
ISLAND 

Bet She Don't Love You 
A+ featuring Joe 
MOTOWN 

Say What I Mean 
Simone Hardy 
VIRGIN 

All Or Nothing 
Cher 
WEA 

Jamboree 
Naughty By Nature 
featuring Zhane 
ARISTA 

Angels Would Fall 
Melissa Etheridge 
ISLAND 

Only Love Can Break Your 
Heart 
Everlast featuring The White Fox 
COLUMBIA 

Waiting For Tonight 
Jennifer Lopez 
COLUMBIA 

If Ya Gettin' Down 
Five 
RCA 

Genie In A Bottle 
Chri stina Aquilera 
RCA 

What Is life 
Shawn Mullins 
AMERICAN RECORDINGS 

You're The Only One For Me 
Allure 
ISLAND RECORDS 

She's All I Ever Had 
Ricky Martin 
COLUMBIA 

EASY LISTENING 
Channel: 7 

Emily 
Tony Bennett 
COLUMB IA 

I Will Hear You 
Marcia Hines 
WEA 

I Don't Know Why 
Julio Iglesias Jr 
SONY 

Are You Lonesome Tonight 
Doris Day 
VISION 

Blue 
Vince Jones 
EMI 

And I Love Him 
Christine Sullivan 
ABC Music 

EASY LISTENING 
Channel: 7 · 

What A Wonderful World 
featuring Louis Armstrong 
Kenny G 
ARISTA 

Bossa na Praia (Beach Samba) 
Astrud Gilberto 
VERVE 

Hello 
Lionel Richie 
MOTOWN 

Never Again 
Norman Brown 
WARNER 

Everything Must Change 
Quincy Jones featuring Benard 
Ighner 
QWEST 

Girl From Ipanema featuring 
Behel Gilberto 
Kenny G 
ARISTA 

Moon River 
Neil Diamond 
COLUMBIA 

All Kinds Of People 
Dionne Warwick 
RIVER NORTH 

Embraceable You 
Liza Minnelli 
ANGEL 

If You Go Away 
Dusty Springfield 
MERCURY 

AirNiugini 
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COMEDY 
Channel: 9 

Closing ews 
The Two Ronnies 

BBC 

The Moose 
Woody Allen 

BBC 

Iroquois Indians 
Ellen DeGeneres 

ATLANTIC 

Communist Quiz 
Monty Python 
VIRGIN 

A Wild and Crazy Guy 
Steve Martin 

WB 

Good Advice 
A llan Sherman 
RHI NO 

Football 
Jasper Carrott 

CHRYSALIS 

The Driving Instructor 
Bob Newhart 
PI KWICK 

Dandruff 
Victoria Wood 

BBC 

Not Much Fun 
Tony Martin & Mick M olloy 
M USHROOM 

Star Names 
Benny Hill 
CO TI UUM 

I'll Get Me Coat 
The Fast Show 

BBC 

Unnatural Resources 
Lil y Tomlin 
ARISTA 

American Style Japanese 
Tamio Otsuki 

UPROAR ENTERTAINMENT 

An Excerpt From 
'The Best of Comic Relief 2' 
Paul Reiser 

RHI NO 
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COUNTRY 
Channel: 10 

She Wants To Rock 
The Wa1Ten Brothers 
BNA 

Crush 
Lila McCann 
ASYLUM 

The Don 't Make 'Em Like 
That Anymore 
Troy Casser-Daly 
COLUMBIA 

What Do You Say To That 
George Strait 
MCA NAS HVILLE 

Kiss And Tell 
Renee Stewart 
HARVESTONE 

Live Laugh Love 
Clay Walker 
REPRI SE 

Ready To Run 
Di xie Chicks 
COLUMBIA 

When The Snow Falls On Alice 
Lee Kernaghan 
ABC COUNTRY 

STOCKING 

zoo 
Joe - Black, China, Deer 
Tau - Red, Africa, Lion 
Kua - Green, Borneo, Parrot 

John - Yellow, lndia, M onkey 
La'a- Blue, B raz ilian, Snake 

COUNTRY 
Channel: 10 

I Love You 
M artina McBride 
COLU MBIA 

A Night To Remember 
Joe Diffie 
NFS PUBLICITY 

You Won't Ever Be Lonely 
Andy Gri ggs 
RCA 

Missing You 
Brooks & Dunn 
ARI STA 

Never Been Kissed 
Sherrie Austin 
ARI STA 

Start Over Georgia 
Collin Raye 
EPI C 

Amazed 
Lonestar 
NFS PUBLICITY 

The Girls Of Summer 
Neal McCoy 
ATLANTIC 

Something Like That 
Tim McGraw 
CURB RECORDS 

ADJ ECTIYE 

quaint 

MAZE 

CHILDREN'S I 

Channel: 11 
Crocodile Hunt 
Noni from Playschool 

ABC MUSIC 

Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious 

Julie Andrews, Dick Yan Dyke, 

Pat O' M alley 

WALT DISNEY 

The Hare And The Turtle 
Arlo Guthrie 

LIGHTYEAR 

There's A Hole In The Bottom 
Of The Sea 
Grover & Friends 

from Sesame Street 

ABC 

Orinoco Runs Away 

The Wombles 

BBC 

I'm In Love With 

A Big Blue Frog 
The Muppets 

ASTOR 

Star Wars - Episode 1: 

The Phantom Menace 

Cast of Star Wars 

KID RHI NO 

The Ugly Duckling 
Paul Wing 

RCA 

I Just Adore '4' 
Big Bird from Sesame Street 

ABC 

The Talc Of Two Bad Mice 

Wendy Craig 

EM! 

Bunyip Groove 
The Bunyips 

ABC MUSIC 

Green Eggs And Ham 

Dr Seuss 

RCA 

Baby Elephant Walk 

Henry Mancini 

RCA VICTOR 



FEATUBE F~L~S 
International flights: 

from Port Moresby to Port Moresby 

NOVEMBER 
Runaway Bride This Is My Father 

Genre: Romantic Comedy Rated: PG- 13 
From: Buena Vista 12 1 minutes 

In this charming romantic comedy, Ike 
Graham is a misogynisti c New York 
columnist writing a story about a young 
woman who keeps getting engaged but ji lts 
her would-be grooms just before saying ' I 

do'. He fin all y meets M aggie, the 
'runaway' bride, while covering her latest 
attempt at matrimony, and discovers she's 
much different from what he expected. 
Before long, the reporter finds himself 
hoping she' ll leave this fiance at the altar 
giving him a chance to woo her himself. 
Featuring: Julia Roberts, Richard Gere, 
Joan Cusack, Hector Elizondo, Rita Wilson 
Director: Garry Marshall 

Genre: Drama Rated: R 
From: EIM 11 9 minutes 

High-school teacher Ki eran Johnson is 
haunted, wondering who he is and where he 
came from, when he discovers old photos of 
his mother 's native Ireland. He decides to 
take his nephew Jack on a trip to the 

Emerald Isle for the adventure of a li fetime. 

Once there, Johnson encounters Seamus and 
his elderl y mother Mrs Kearney who knew 
Johnson's mother Fiona when she was a girl. 
She tells Johnson a tale that changes his 
outlook on life forever. 
Featuring: Aidan Quinn, James Caan, 
Stephen Rea, John Cusack 
Director: Paul Quinn 

DECEMBER 
A Midsummer Night's Dream Wild Wild West 

Genre: 
Comedy 

From: Fox 121 minutes 

This enchanting version of Shakespeare's 
most magical comedy comes to life in a 

unique and unexpected place and time: 
Tuscany at the tum of the l 9111 century. 
Amidst a sensuous and charming world of 
terraced hillsides and succulent culinary 
delights, Shakespeare's characters get a new 
comic lease on life as they explore their 
world on the new-fangled invention of the 
bicycle. Flying into the woods on two 
wheels, Tuscan nobles, actors and lovers, 
find themselves at the mercy of mischievous 
spirits who rule the natural world. 
Featuring: Rupert Everett, Calista Flockhart, 
Kevin Kline, Michelle Pfeiffer, Stanley Tucci 
Director: Michael Hoffman 

Channels 1 and 2 

From: Warner 

Genre: 
Action 
/Comedy 
/Adventure 

Rated: 
PG- 13 

106 minutes 

Special government agents James West, 
long on charm and wit, and Artemus 
Gordon, a master of disguise and a brilliant 
inventor of gadgets, are each sent to track 
down the diabolical genius Dr Arli ss 
Loveless who is plotting to assassinate the 
US President with the aid of his monstrously 
huge walking weapon-transport vehicle 
called 'The Tarantula '. West and Gordon 
begin as competitors but soon pool their 
talents to become a wily team of operatives 
who trust each other ... most of the time. 
Featuring: Will Smith, Kevin Kline, 
Kenneth Branagh, Salma Hayek 
Director: Barry Sonnenfeld 

~ Air Niugini 

A vis vehicles are available from 
13 convenient locations 

throughout Papua New Guinea. 
Choose from PNG's largest 

and most modern fleet. 
Special discount to Air Niugini 

passengers and we are a partner 
in 39 Frequent Flyer programmes. 

4x4 VEHICLES AVAILABLE 

RESERVATIONS 
PH 325 8299 
FAX3253767 

AVI.S 
® 

WetrJ . 
harder. 





Hides 4 Gas Exploration 
in the Southern Highlands of Papua New Guinea 

Australian Patrol Officer Jack Gordon Hides 
The Hides Gas Project, situated in the Tari District of the 
Southern Highlands is named after Australian pioneer cadet 
patrol officer Jack Gordon Hides, who led the first colonial 
government contact party into the Pori-Komo area in l 933. 
The Hiwa, Pina and the Keremu people of the Tari District had 
only been in contact with the outside world for 55 years before 
BP Exploration discovered the gas resomces in the ar·ea in the 
late 1980s. Today these people ar·e experiencing through the 
Hides Gas project the impact of 20th centw·y technology. 

Access to Hides 4 
Hides 4 is the only rig site accessible by road to the project 
headquaiters at Nogoli and to the Highlands Highway through 
Tari. Access to Hides l, 2 and 3 is only by helicopter. The 
Hagen-based company Hevi Lift makes regular d~y flights to 
fly-in and fly-out project staff between Hagen and Nogoli. 
Helicopters are based on the three different sites of the Hides 
Project providing the main means of transportation within the 
Hides Project area, to other petroleum projects like the Kutubu 
Oil Project, Gobe, Morar1 , Angore and to other parts of the 
Southern Highlands. 

Supplies and material for the Hides gas project are 
transported by road along the Highlands Highway from Lae 
and Mount Hagen through the Mendi-Tari part of the 
highway to the Kubalu Hides project supply campsite and the 
Nogoli base. 

The Hides 4 Rig 

Story and photographs by John Hamau 

The Gas Plant 
After the discovery of the gas resources in Hides J, 2, & 3 the 
then operator of the Hides Project, BP Exploration built a gas 
plant and power station near Nogoli in the Tagar·i Valley near· 
Tar·i. The gas plant and power station are magnificent, state
of-the-aJt modem technology facil ities set up in the middle of 
nowhere. The plant and power station operate efficiently and 
safely, util ising gas from Hides I and Hides 2, to produce 
electricity for the Porgera gold mine. The electricity supply is 
guar·anteed for the life of the mine and is trat1smitted through 
70 km of power lines from Tar·i in the Southern Highlands to 
Porgera in Enga. 

It took BP Exploration more than three years from the 
time of discovery of the gas to build the pipelines, the plant 
and the power station. The gas processing plant not only 
converts the gas into electricity but also produces oil and 
fuel. Some of the diesPl fuel and oi l produced at Hides is 
used a back-up fuel for the Porgera power plant and the rest 
is transported by local oil freighters to tea plantations in 
Mount Hagen, Mendi and Tari. 

The land at the Hides 1, 2 and 3 area is owned by the Hiwa 
Koma clan. Two other clans that own land within the 
Petroleum Development Licence area and share land 
boundaries with the Hiwa clan are the Pina arid Keremu clans. 
These clans provide support to the developers of the Project 
and agreements are in place for the clans to share financial 
benefits from the Hides gas development. 
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To establish the extent of the gas reserve reservoir 
underground in the Hides project, drilling work at Hides 4 
commenced in December 1997. At the end of 1998, test 
results from Hides 4 indicated that there is a large gas reserve 
in the Hides area that has potential for the development of a 
huge commercial gas project. 

Fascinating technology 
and communication at 
Hides 4 
The equipment and 
communication 
technology used in the 
make-shift container
size field laboratory, by 
South Australian 
Petroleum geological 
consultants Morgan 

Oil Search takeover of Hides 
Jn July 1998 Oil Search took over the Hides Project from the 
British company, BP Exploration. Oil Search is a partner 
with Chevron Niugini in the Kutubu Oil and Gas Project. If 
the Government, Chevron, Oil Search and their partners take 
a ' whole basin' approach to developing the gas reserves, as 

proven by the 
discoveries of the natural 
gas reserves in the Papua 
New Guinean Highlands 
basin, there is potential 
for a huge sustainable 
gas industry. 

Palaeo Associates , to 
analyse test results from 
the Hides 4 rig, are 
fascinating. Deep in the 
forest of the outback of 
Tari, watching scientific 
analysis done inside the 

Above: Dick Murray, Hides 4 Manager and Wayne Mcleod of Morgan 
Pa/aeo Associates commui1icating direct with London from Hides 4 Rig. 
Below: A scientist examines a sample from 3,000 metres unde,ground 

Papua New Guinea -
Queensland Gas Project 
The Papua New Guinea 
to Queensland Gas 
project will see Australia 
supplied with gas from 
Papua New Guinea. The 
gas project is estimated 
to cost more than 3 
billion US dollars and is 

in the Hides 4 Gas reserve. 
~~' small fully air- = 

conditioned field 
laboratory is like 
observing a fully 
operational science lab in 
Sydney. The whole 
world is virtually within 
the finger tips of the 
petroleum geological 
scientists through 
computers, telephones, 
faxes and satellite 
monitors. The geologists 
can access information 
from anywhere in the 
world from the network within the Hides 4 rig site. 

Landowners of Hides 4 
The land in the new Hides 4 rig is owned by a number of 
landowner groups. Many of the local men work at the rig, and 
once a month the landowner representatives meet in a specially 
built meeting house at Nogoli to discuss details about lease, 
compensation and work contracts with the developers . 

Contracting Companies at Hides 4 Rig 
Resource exploration work normally requires many 
contracting companies. In the drilling work at the Hides 4 rig 
at least eight different contract companies were contracted. 
The majority of the contract companies are Australian-based. 
The exception is the Gigira Development Co-operation, which 
is the Hides landowners incorporated company. GDC was 
responsible for the recruitment of local resident workers from 
the Hides community to work on the Hides 4 operation. 
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being planned and 
developed by a 
consortium led by the 
Kutubu Oil and Gas 
developer, 
Niugini. 

Chevron 

Papua New Guinean 
gas - a major export 
to Australia 
The gas will be piped 
through a 2,500 km 
pipeline from the 
Southern Highlands 
through the Torres Strait 
waters to north and 

central Queensland. While the gas supply is targeted for 
power for Queensland, it might be possible for Chevron to 
negotiate the extension of the pipeline to New South Wales. 
This could make the Papua New Guinean gas supply a major 
export commodity to Australia well into the next century. 

Liquefied Natural Gas 
Liquefied natural gas produces little pollution and the gas 
plant can be easily built closer to metropolitan demand areas. 
Gas plants are cheaper to construct and operate compared to, 
for example, coal-fired plants. There is a growing market 
demand for gas in Asia, particularly in Japan, China and 
South Korea. Some of these countries buy Papua New 
Guinea's mineral products and we hope that these countries 
together with Northern Australia, will welcome Papua New 
Guinea 's gas as a new export product. () 

John Hamau is at the Macquarie University in Sydney. 



Welcome to the Air Niugini inflight shop. 
The items displayed on the these two pages are available 
on all international flights.* We are happy to accept most 
major currencies, travellers' cheques and leading credit 

cards for purchases. 
Ladies' Fragrances 

Red Door 
Elizabeth Arden 

Eau de toilette spray 
50ml 

~ 

Dune 
Christian Dior 

Eau de toilette spray 
50ml 

Opium 
Yves Saint Laurent 

Eau de toilette 
Natural Spray 50ml 

Anais Anais 
Cacharel • Paris 

Natural Spray 50ml 
Eau de toilette with 
a hint of floral fields 

Scental Premiere 
Collection 

Presentation box of 
six leading perfumes 

~ 
tAIJDllOILL"fl1 

'21fil,-w,nalf 

* Limited stock available on some flights 

Men's Fragrances 

Paco Rabanne 
After Shave 

Kouros 
Eau de toilette 50m 1 

et: s:::::=:;L 

Drakkar Noir 
Guy Laroche 
Eau de toilette 

50 ml spray 

Gifts & Souvenirs 

Opal Pendant 
A colourful piece of 
Australian opal on a 

fine 22ct gold chain 

Parker Ballpoint 
Pen 

with Air Niugini logo 

Pen & Keyring Set 
A souvenir of 

Papua New Guinea 

Pierre Cardin Earring Caddy 
Six pairs of stylish earrings 

for any occasion 
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Gifts, Souvenirs & Books Cigarettes, Cigars & Port 

-~ AlrNluglnl 
blend 
9-2 / 4,. ~ ---:., 

Goroka Coffee 250g 
Air Niugini ·s Special 

Blend of 100% Arabica 
Coffee from Goroka 

Coffee Roasters Pty Ltd 

Silver Plated Teaspoons 1 

Set of three teaspoons 
A must for collectors! 

Air Niugini A310 Airbus 
Easy to assemble kit with 

mounting stand 

Discover Paradise 
Specially selected 
highlights from the 

award-winning 
Paradise magazine 

Books 
Papua New Guinea 

souvenir books 

Cigars 
Tabacalera 5-pack Cigars 

Top quality 
hand rolled cigars 

made for Air Niugini. 

Dunhill 
Filter Deluxe -
Quality size filter 

created by blending 
exceptional 

quality toba co. 

Benson & Hedges 
When only the best will do 
Special Filter, Extra Mild 
& Ultra Mild - 20 & 25 

Winfield 25s 
Popular red, mild blue & green 

Port 
Penfolds 750mls 
10-year old Port 
A blended tawny 

port with the 
characte1istics of 

ageing for 
10 years 

MlIDFJ 
Whisky 

Chivas Regal I litre 
Matured in oak for 
12 years by Chivas 
Brothers, Scotland 

Whisky 
Johnny Walker Red I litre 
The name behind the man 

behind the bar 

Cognac 
Martell VSOP700ml 

The choice of Louis XIV 

~ Gin 
Gilbey's London Dry 

l.125 litre 
Made to the same 

secret family recipe 
for over 130 years 

I 
Vodka 

Finlandia I litre 

The world's finest Vodka I 
The national drink 1 , 

of Finland 

Rum 
Bundaberg l.125 litre 
The great Australian 

Overproof Rum 
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Rendezvous at Nassau Bay 
Part 1: 1943 

NOTE: This piece was written hy an Australian soldier in /943, describing the link-up between the Australian 17'" Brigade and the US 
162"'' Regimen! al Nassau Bay, Morobe Province, during World War 2. This gave !he allies an unbroken lineji-0111 the soulh to the north 
coasts of New Guinea, isolating the Japanese forces remaining on !he soulh-east of the island. It was the essential groundwork for the 
capture of Salamaua and Lae, and for the island-hopping campaigns which bypassed many .Japanese s11vngholds in a strategy of 
containment. It is condensed by Eric Lindgrenfj-om Khaki and Green, the Australian Army's Annual for !he year 1943. 

Created by an enlisted man ji-0111 Victoria 'VX57226'. 

On the ni ght of June 29-30 Australian troops from Mubo made 
contact with an American landing force at Nassau Bay, thus bringing 
under Allied control all the area from Mubo to the coast. 

The plan was that we should move clown towards evening, striking 
thi s beach midway between the Japanese positions at Duali * and 
Bassis* (see map on righl). There, after nightfall, we were to dig in 
noi selessly and await the time when three men , with the rest of us ready 
to ward off enemy inte1ference, would move down to the water 's edge. 
Then , at zero hour (2345 hours), the signal would be given, conjuring 
out of the void dozens of landing barges laden with hundreds of 
Americans - we hoped. Anyhow that was the plan . 

.. . At 1630 we waded the creek and mo.Yed out. A mere 2,000 yards 
lay between us and the beach, but most of it was bad swamp which we 
had to cross before dark. Bad swamp! (photo he/ow) It was an 
incredibly evil swamp; the helli sh climax to all we had endured in New 
Guinea, and that 's saying a good deal. At first it looked innocent 
enough, though a little soggy underfoot. But suddenly the leading man 
let out an awful curse as he sank up to hi s thighs in slime. It was like 
that all the way- a few steps ankle deep in the stuff, then down you'd 
go, with that foul porridge sucking and tugging at your loins, and 
stinking gases bubbling up between your legs. Was there any solid 
bottom to it? I don ' t know. You might have struck it had you gone 
down far enough, though you certainly would never have returned from 
your subterranean reconnaissance. As it was, you hastily slapped your 
rifle down cross-wise on the surrounding reeds until you gained enough 
purchase to drag your hindquarters out of the bog . 

... This is so often the way of it in New Guinea: a track which will 
easily support the quick-stepping prehensile feet of a villager, will give 
way and finally disintegrate under the tread of heavily-built, heavily
booted Australians can-ying packs and equipment. But we beat it 
somehow, at the rate of a thousands yards in two hours, and staggered 
out on to fomer ground just at dusk. 

* Dua Ii was near mouth of the south arm of the Bitoi Rive1: 
*Bassis was at the mouth of the Tabali River. =-------...--- =,-, 

---

-

Troops of !he US J 62'"1 Regiment landing al Nassau Bay 
29 June 1943. 

As we dropped down to rest, the last of the daylight 
slipped wanly away from the high ridges, the abrupt 
blurring-out of shape and colour indicating to a legion of 
unseen birds and beasts that they might now hail oncoming 
night with their chorus of squeaks, coughs, hoots, yodels, 
croaks and hiccups. We rather hoped that the familiar jungle 
clamour would smother up a certain rhythmic wheeze and 
whistle, and that any prowling Jap, if he did hear it, would 
take it for just another weird creature of the night. Actually 
it was the sound of our little boat being inflated. 
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For the waters of Tabali (phoro above), deep and crocodile 
infested, glided between us and the beach. It took more than an 
hour for us to ross it, twenty-six men, two at a time, in that flimsy 
rubber doughnut. 

... At last all were over the sombre Tabali and ready for the 
final push through the 500 yards of tangled scrub remaining. It 
was now 2000 hours - by 2100 we hoped to be at Nassau Bay 
(photo top right) digging our beach-head defences. We hoped! 

... But night in the New Guinea coastal scrub with it dank 
mesh of creepers and roots, lawyer vine and ago palms. is 
another thing (photo middle right). For the leader, with his 
carefully shaded lantern, it is bad enough, but for those who 
struggle to follow, it is a nightmare. Out of that horrid blackness 
come writhing at you with claws and tentacle , tough lianas 
fettering elbows and knees, throttling you, snatch ing your rifle 
from your shoulder, lawyer vines ripping hand and cheek and ear 
with vicious back-turned teeth. You wriggle free, only to be 
jerked back by the man following. He swears at you. The man in 
front swears too, and drags you on. A log leaps up from 
somewhere and butts you in the stomach; you trip over a root and 
are dragged by the leaders like a sack of potatoes. headlong 
through the mud, till you end up embracing a prickly sago palm 

(photo bollom right). You stop swearing. You can't swear any 
more. Perhap you'd like to weep . 

... It became evident we were moving 111 a circle. We all 
stopped and listened - the croaking of frogs, the sullen drum
drum of the rain on our shoulders and always - the rumble of 
invisible breakers. Smithy had a machete. It may have inspired 
him al this moment to take charge of the situation. Going to the 
front, he started hacking like fury at the black tangle, thrusting a 
way towards the sound of the sea . 

... Nas au Bay must be almost due East, so I held the compass 
on beaiing and endeavoured to keep the leader in line with the 
flickering needle. 'To your left a bit! Hold it! Go ahead! More 

to the right! Steady!' 
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... It was 2315 hours and half an hour to zero time. and it was 
better for the seven men to move fa t and win through. So we 
forgot the Japs and concentrated on that, using our torches freely 
and breaking bush without caution. Then. Smithy gave a loud cry, 
the scrub relinquished us and slipped quietly out of the game and, 
a we topped a low sand-dune, the ocean opened up with a 
million-horsepowered roar and swallowed us and the whole world 
in the noise of it! 

... A paling snapped and someone's foot twanged on a ignal 
wire. We cut the latter and plodded out on to the beach. 
Undoubtedly we had struck the shore too far south. Instead of 
being midway between Duali and Bassis. at least a mile from 
each, we seemed little more than half a mile from Bassis and the 
dim promont01y fo1ming the right arm of assau Bay loomed up 
much too close. So we stumbled along through sand and weed 
and spray for four or five hundred yards nonhwarcls, before the 
Boss halted and said, 'One signal here! ' 

Jock, Bluey and Gordon crouched clown on the sand. The rest 
went on for another two or three hundred yards, while the Boss 
and I stopped, waiting until Lloyd and Smithy covered the 
distance to the other limit of our beach-head. It seemed an age 
before their signal came back. lt was 2355 hours, we gave the 
signal to the invisible Americans. We paused and Ii tened. 



Nothing but the thunder and 
crash of the tremendous 
surf! Again we signalled. 1 
glanced out to the left at the 
silhouette of Lababia Island 
and out to the right at the 
Bassis promontory. 

... We were already three
quarters of an hou r late, and 
the Yanks must have gone 
away again. Perhaps they 
had never come. Even if 
they did come, how could 
they ever get through such a 
surf? 

'Try aga in !' said the 
Boss, and once more I saw 
his face, white and tense, 
framed in glistening leaves. 
I admi red him then, and 
sympathi sed with him at the 
same time. It' not done in 
the Army to sympathi se 
with officers, but I could 
sense, almost poignantly, 
the fee lings of the big 

1999- remains of the bulldo:er used 

in WW2 road-building around Lababia 
Fil/age 

fellow. This was his job, the job he had planned for weeks back. 
Failure at this point would be heartbreaking' ... 

' Better give up, sir,' I said. 'Give the boys a chance to get away, you 
know!' (Not to mention myself, of course.) 

'Just once more,' he answered, and for the last time we gave the 
signal. For the last time we peered and listened. ' Righto, Steve.' His 
voice was quiet. 'Get the boys in. ' 

I whistled 'Bless 'Em All' in lieu of a password and called out. Back 
we went towards the Boss. Lloyd and Smithy were already there. 'All 
here? Right, let's go!' 

'Look out!' bawled Lloyd. 'They're coming up the beach!' We 
looked at them just once, those figure advancing sin ister and dark 
against the pale sand, and dived into the bushes. I found myself with 
Smithy. Twenty yards through the tangle we struggled, then went to 
ground and listened. Someone was breaking bush not far away. A 
queer sensation. Your heart bumped, but you weren 't frightened . You 
simply felt that it couldn't be you, that you weren't even there, and that 
after all, the whole situation wasn't real. 

Smithy said: 'Let's call out, Lloyd, and if they don't answer we' ll 
shoot.' 

'For gorsake shut up, you foo l!' I replied. The idea didn't appeal to 
me a bit, but Smithy was like that. Sort of chap who could stroll 
cheerful ly about in the open, under fire, while you belly-wrigg!ed 
through the undergrowth , and wished to hell that that Jap tree-sniper 
would go away and stop clipping twigs off just above your backside. 
Then we heard it- a strange snoring and groaning, swelling and dying 
and swelling again, like the noise of sea monsters wrestling! 

'Thank God! Thank God!' I yelled hysterically. 'They ' re here! 
The Yanks are here! ' The next instant we were struggling through the 
creepers again, out on to the beach, and down into the surf itself, 
towards the roaring landing-barges and the American voices, plangent 
yet wonderfully sweet. Like a rabble of rescued castaways we ran to 
them, we and the rest of the platoon, whose wary advance had scared 
us into the scrub. We grabbed their hands and only stopped short of 
embracing them. 

Quietly. the helmeted Americans returned our greeting, 
then went about the important business of disembarkation. A 
difficult business it was too, in those 12-foot breakers, which 
hurtled the big square-snouted barges into the beach like so 
many match-boxes, sideways, and backwards and almost 
upside down. But they got through, those Americans, in 
spite of the terrible seas. Sick and shaken as they must have 
been from eight hours of tossing about in the barges, they 
sorted themselves out calmly and quickly. 

.. . More men were wading waist deep into shore, 
staggering as the spray lashed their eyes. Miraculously, a 
bulldozer snorted its way out of a barge through the flurry 
up on to firm land. All this time no enemy had showed up 
to interrupt this tumult of men and motors, though 
undoubtedly they were back there beyond the edge of 
darkness, taking it all in. 

... An Austra li an voice came out of the gloom. 'Got any 
cigaretles, buddy? ' The rain was fa lling again. I had lost 
my tin hat in the scrub, my shirt and pants clung chill to my 
skin, my socks had shrunk to in finity, my boots were sodden 
and painful with grit. I was very happy. 

... Someone gave an order. A company of Americans 
moved off quietly to either flank, there to dig in and await 
whatever the dawn might bring. _;) 

The next issue of Paradise Magazine will include 
Rendezvous at Nassau Bay, Part 2: 1999. 

Dr Eric Lindgren is a freelance photo-journalisr based in 
Brisbane. He spenr 25 years in PNC and specialises in 
wildlife, history and World War 2 in the south-west Pacific. 
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LOCAL GOURMET FOOD - Cabbage 

Cabbage is 
cultivated 
in many 

parts of the 
world under 
vaiious climatic 

cond iti ons. It 
grows well in Papua 

New Guinea and mai·kets ai·e filled with 
many vaiieties: English cabbage, red 
cabbage, Chinese flowering cabbage or 
choy sum and Chinese cabbage which is 
also known as wong buk. Decorating 
varieties flower in gardens in the 
Highlands. Each culture has developed 
its own style of cooking cabbage. Below 
ai·e four different ways of prepai·ing 
cabbage: raw in salad, maiinated, fried 
or steained. Bon appetit! 

Greek Salata (serves 4) 
~ small red cabbage, shredded 
l cup cooked beetroot cut in julienne 
snips 
1 cup cooked green beans 
1 tablespoon capers 
1 tablespoon chopped black olives 

Place prepared cabbage, beetroot and 
beans in a salad bowl. Sprinkle capers 
and olives over salad. 
Dressing 
3 tablespoon olive oil 
1 tablespoon wine vinegar 
½ teaspoon mustard 
½ teaspoon salt 
fresh ly grounded black pepper 
1 tablespoon chopped fresh herbs 
(parsley, chives), optional 

Whisk mustard, vinegar and salt until 
smoothly combined. Add the oil, pepper 
and herbs. 

Pour dressing over salad and chill for 
at least 30 minutes. Serve chilled with 
cold or barbecued meat. 

Stuffed Cabbage (serves 6) 
I small white cabbage 
400g minced pork meat 
4 eggs 3 CaITOtS 
2 sp1ing onions, chopped 
3 teaspoons of cornflour 
one handful of pai·sley, finely chopped 
salt fresh ly ground black pepper 
aluminium fo il 

Peel and chop carrots into tiny cubes. 
Boil in lightly salted water for 2 minutes. 

- Plunge into cold water to cool. Drain. 
Select 6 leaves of cabbage. Shred the 

remaining cabbage. 
In a big bowl, mix together meat and 

beaten eggs. Add shredded cabbage, 
spring onion, carrots, parsley, salt and 
pepper. Add corn flour and mix well. 

Divide the mixture into appropriate 
proportions for the number of cabbage 
leaves. Place a little filling in each leaf 
and roll up. Place the rolls on 
aluminium foil. Add 3 tablespoons of 
water and tightly close the aluminium 
foil. Steain the rolls in a big saucepan or 
pot, for about 45 minutes to one hour. 
Serve waim. 

Chicken and Noodles 
with Fried Vegetables (serves 4) 
250g noodles 2 teaspoons oil 
l medium onion, sliced 
1 clove garlic, crushed 
l small piece of fresh ginger, chopped 
400g skinless chicken breast, cut into 
snips (or chicken already cooked) 
~ white cabbage, cut into pieces 
4 caiTots, chopped 
l tablespoon soy sauce 
2 tablespoons cornflour 

Cook noodles in a lai·ge saucepan of 
boiling water for about 3 minutes . 
Drain. 

By Celine Peter 

Heat oil and stir-fry onion, gai·lic, 
ginger and chicken until chicken is 
brown. Add chopped carrots and 
shredded cabbage. Stir-fry until cabbage 
turns transpai·ent (few minutes). Add 
noodles. Cook for 2 minutes. Blend 
cornflour with soy sauce (add a little 
water if necessary) and add to pan, 
stirring until thickened. 

Marinated Cabbage Rolls (serves 4) 
1 head of young cabbage 
2 tablespoon salt 
3 asparagus spears cut into 3cm lengths 
(or tinned asparagus well drained) 
5 radishes finely shredded 
~ onion, finely chopped 
l small piece of ginger, finely chopped 
Sweet vinegar 
g cups 1ice vinegar (or white wine 
vinegai·) 
11 cups water 3 tablespoon sugar 
l tablespoon salt 

Blend all the ingredients for the 
Sweet vinegar. 

Separate cabbage leaves. Pare down 
any thick veins so each leaf is of even 
thickness. Sprinkle leaves with salt. 
Stack the leaves and put a weight on top 
(perhaps a dinner plate), and let stand 
about 30 minutes, until soft yet crisp. 

If you use fresh aspai·agus, blanch in 
lightly salted water. Plunge into cold 
water to cool. 

Spread each cabbage leaf to the 
extent possible. Divide vegetables 
(radish, asparagus, onion, ginger) into 
appropriate propmtions for number of 
cabbage leaves. Place a portion of this 
filling in each leaf and roll up. In a flat
bottomed, round container, tightly pack 
the cabbage rolls. 

Pour on the sweet vinegar. Cover 
with a drop-lid, weight with ~ kilogram, 
and place in a cool, dark place for 2-3 
days, protected by plastic wrap (or in the 
refrigerator). Rolls will keep 5 days 
refrigerated in marinade, about 1 day 
when removed from marinade. 

Serve chilled as a side dish with cold 
meat or steamed fish. ~ 
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Welcome! 
Getting Around: At Jackson's Airpoit, which is 11km from the 
centre of Po1t Moresby, there are rental car counters, a bank and 
duty free shops. Major hotels have a cowtesy bus to and from 
the airport. Taxis have meters. Within the city, PMVs (public 
motor vehicles) cost 50 toea per journey. 

Elsewhere, PMVs, taxis and hire cars are available. 

Useful Port Moresby Numbers: Air Niugini Wormation 
3273480; Reservations & Confinnation 3273555 (Domestic) 
and 3273444 (Lnternational); Police 000; Ambulance 3256822. 

Currency: Papua New Guinea 's unit of currency is the J(jna 
which is divided into 100 toea. Exchange your money at 
Jackson 's Airpoit or in banks which are open from 8.45am to 
3pm, Monday to Thursday and until 4pm on Friday. Credit cards 
are accepted in leading hotels and shops. 

Customs and Quarantine: Adults over 18 have a general 
allowance of new goods to the value of K250 and are allowed 
duty free: 
• 200 cigarettes or 50 cigars or 250grams of tobacco 
• One litre of alcohol 
• A reasonable an1ount of perfume 
Drugs, pornographic literature or video tapes, firearms and 
weapons are prohibited. Food items, seeds, spices, live or dry 
plants, animals, animal products and biological specimens such 
as cultures and blood need special impo1t approval. 

lAnguages: Although over 800 languages are spoken in Papua 
New Guinea, English is the language of education and 
commerce. Tok Pisin is widely spoken and Hiri Motu is 
common in Papua. 

Time: Papua New Guinea is 10 hours ahead of GMT, in the 
same time zone as Eastern Australia. There is no daylight saving. 

Communication: ISD, STD and facsimile services ar·e available 
in most areas. Large towns have public telephones. Phone cards 
can be used in some. Many rural areas have radio phones. 

Driving: Drivers' licences issued in other countries are valid for 
3 months after arrival. Vehicles travel on the left side of the road; 
speed limits are 60kph in built-up areas and 80kph out of town. 

Electricity: Electricity supply is 240 volts AC 50 Hz. Some 
hotels have 110 volt outlets for shavers and hair dryers. 

Health: Water quality is within WHO standards in most towns. 
Bottled water is available. In rural areas it is advisable to boil water. 
As malaria continues to be a health risk in the country, anti-malaria 
tablets should be taken two weeks before arrival, during your stay 
and for 4 weeks after depa.Iture. Use insect repellent and wear· 
long-sleeved shirts, trousers and shoes in the evening. Dentists, 
doctors and hospitals are in all major centres. Rural areas have 
health centres and aid posts staffed by trained health workers. 

Dress: For most occasions, dress is inf01mal. Thongs and shoits 
are not allowed in some bars and restaurants. Lightweight 
clothing is suitable for coastal areas but a sweater or jacket will be 
needed in the highlands. 

Restaurants: Western cuisine is available in hotels, restaurants, 
guest houses and lodges. Poit Moresby has several Asian 
restaurants. Some hotels especially in the provinces serve local 
food such as roast pork, chicken or fish with sweet potato, taro, 
yam, pumpkin, banana and greens cooked in coconut milk. 

Tips: Tips are neither expected nor encouraged. 

Shopping: Large stores and artifact shops offer a variety of goods 
for sale. Saturday is a half day for most shops and nearly all are 
closed on Sunday. Artisans sell their craft beside the roads or in 
markets. All markets sell a wide range of fruits and vegetables. 

Cultural Events: Celebrations of traditional culture include: 
June Port Moresby Show 
August Mt Hagen Show 
September Hiri Moale Festival Port Moresby; Goroka Show 
October Maborasa Festival Madang; Morobe Show 

Export Rules: Many a.Itifacts, historical and cultural objects are 
prohjbited exports. Others require a permit from the National 
Museum. Export permits for wildlife and animal products are 
issued by the Nature Conservation Divison of the Department of 
Environment and Conservation. 

Tourism Promotion Authority, 
PO Box 1291, Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea 

Phone: 320 0211 Fax: 320 0223 
Email: tourismpng@dg.com.pg 
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