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Life's complicated, 
so we're making banking simpler. 
We live in your world. 

As the world becomes more complicated, 
it's no surprise you want simpler and smarter 
banking. Banking that understands the 
importance of your time. That gives you access 
to people who know you and people who know 

Australia and New Zealand Banking Group Limited (ANZ) ABN 11 005 357 522. 

people, who know people. Creating solutions 
that give you unprecedented connectivity to 
the right products, services and relationships 
throughout the region. How do we know? 
We live in your world. 



Serious Software for Serious Businesses 

m 

y( 
r--::, NEW BRITAIN 
~ ~ PALM OIL LIMITED 

u 

~Papindo 
~Cares 

-

-
-Rauma, 18 Ltd And<.r>0ru, f.aodlam:; - ----

<> PANAMEX PACIFC /l;HEMCAREGROUPLTD 
~ . 

BISHOP BR()THERS 
~f6ot~ •• 

r----, 

I your logo? I 
1,, ___ .., 

CITY PHARMACY 



Industrial & Heavy Equipment 
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KOMAHU 

Al UMW, we understand Lhat business 1s all about people not only meeting. but exceeding expectations. 
That's why ve provide: 

• Trained and qualified fltters specialising In Komatsu, STll-fl, FG Wilson & Atlas Copco pro{Jucts. 

• S rvic contracts nd 24hr call ou servic on heavy machinery. 

• Range of parts and products for Forestry, Mining and Construction industries. 

• Variety of lubrican including Pennzoil as well as Genuine Komatsu & S IHL oil. 

Perkins Genui Par s or Agrfcultural, lndustrlal, Marine and Power Generation applications. 
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AUTOMOTIVE· EQUIPM,ENT • MANUFACTURING & ENGINEERING· OIL & GAS 
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{Quality Features) 
• Fulty welded base frame 
• Retractable tow bar 
• New design Ballast Box slfdes om, providing 

quick service access 
• Lightweight 
• Two power outlets 
• Individually switchable lights 
• High rating stabiliser legs 
• Raise mast without winch 
• Easy One Person Operation 
• 3600 rotation with fully extended mast 
• Electric light tilt via Control Panel 
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National Capital District 

Email: enquiri es@umw.com.pg 
Website: www.umw.com.pg 
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WELCOME ABOARD. 

Now that the holiday travel peak is over, the airline is focusing on a number of 
exciting projects in the next six months commencing with the introduction of a 
second service between Port Moresby and Narita on March 31, 2010. 

With increasing Japanese investment in Papua New Guinea and continued tuna 
export to Japan, Air Niugini is also keen to offer the lucrative Japanese tourism 
market a four-five-day holiday packages. 

With the PNG LNG project getting the approval to go ahead and in conjunction with our 
ongoing fleet modernisation programme, Air Niugini is acquiring two new generation Dash 
8-0400 series aircraft with the first to be in service by July and the second in September, to 
continue the improvements to schedule reliability and redundancy. 

As our fleet size increases, the airline is also ensuring it has trained manpower to support its 
expanding operation. Air Niugini places high priority in the training of its human resources with 
staff at all levels undergoing skill enhancements and personal developments. One of the important 
areas is the training of pilots through the Air Niugini sponsored cadets scheme. 

A notable success of the National Pilots Scheme is the large number of pilot cadets trained 
over the years with many attaining command positions on the 8767 and 8757 aircraft. We have 
recently sent six cadet pilots to start a 52-week intensive instructional and practical pilot training 
programme at the Professional Pilot Training College in Coffs Harbour in New South Wales, 
Australia. 

Our travelling customers will be pleased to know that Air Niugini has recently appointed Dubai
based Mercator to provide the airline's loyalty and customer relationship management solution 
and manage its frequent flyer programme. 

The loyalty programme known as "Destination" is an exciting initiative by the airline and enables 
you - our airline customers - to be rewarded for every kina you spend on your travels with us. 
Since the launch of the programme last year we have received overwhelming support through our 
customers joining up as members of "Destination." 

While you are enjoying our inflight service, please take time to look through the lnflight Paradise 
World Boutique range of gifts and ask our friendly cabin crew to assist you. 

Enjoy your flight. 

Sir James N. Tjoeng, KBE 
C airman 
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Break with Convention ... 

... and give your delegates the kind of 
conference they will remember! 
Hold your next convention at PNG's top Resort? 

Unlike Port Moresby, we can offer diving, snorkelling, 
kayaks, sailing catamaran, tennis, marina, shopping, three 
restaurants, four pools, landscaped gardens with two 
lagoons and an unsurpassed absolute waterfront location. 
PNG's most stunning location for business, Madang 

~ 
~;:; lf~/~hft~ 

Resort offers five conference rooms and a convention 
centre catering for 5 - 400 delegates. Two hundred rooms, 
bungalows, cottages and town houses all tastefully furnished 
with everything you would expect of a five star resort for less 
than you are probably paying in Port Moresby. 

Discover the Madang Resort difference, call today. 

www.mtspng.com I PHONE: PNG (675) 422 2766 
E-Mail: melanesian@mtspng.com www.mtspng.com FAX: (675) 422 3543 
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rian el 
&Co Limited 

BRIAN BELL GROUP OF COMPANIES 

BRIAN BELL GROUP OF COMPANIES 
PROVIDES EVERYTHING FOR YOUR HOME 

WHOLESALE & RETAIL 
Brian Bell & Company Ltd is Papua New Guinea's premier retailer, wholesaler 

& distributor of quality brand products. Through our extensive branch & 
distribution network we offer a wide range of products & services to businesses, 

aid agencies, mining companies, government departments and individuals 
throughout Papua New Guinea. 

White Goods Small Appliances I Soft Touch I Furniture I Audio Visual 
Agriculture Power Generation I Sports & Leisure I Manchester I Hardware 

Hotel Supplies I Catering Equipment I Kitchenware I Houseware 

ALL PRODUCTS ARE BACKED BY BRIAN BELL'S WARRANTY, SERVICE AND SPARE PARTS 

~r,~~!, ~!~J 
PLAZA 325 5411 H0MECENTRE-G0RD0NS 325 8469 
H0MECENTRE-LAE 472 3200 T0PT0WN 479 1918 
G0R0KA 732 1622 K0K0P0 982 9027 MT HAGEN 542 1999 
MADANG 852 1899 Email: bbsales@brianbell.com.pg 
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Brian Bell Projects Division, 50 year ~ 
P G experience offers the complete ~ 
service - from design to fit-out for 

Restaurants 

Mining Sites 

Hotels 

Clubs 
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For Caterpillar® and Hastings Deering it's more than just words. It's a way of doing business. 
It comes through every idea, every Cat product, every product support solution we can provide. 
Together we innovate, lead, move ... FORWARD. 
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WELCOME ABOARD 
We hope you enjoy our Bird of Paradise 
In-flight Service 

Please ask us 
If there is anything our cabin crew can assist 

you with during your flight, please do no 
hesitate to ask them. 

Hand luggage 
Please ensure that your carry on luggage 
is placed in the overhead locker or under 
the seat in front of you. 

Takeoff and landing 
Ensure that your seat is in the upright position 
during takeoff and landing. Folding tables must be . 
returned to their original position in the seat back 
or the armrest. 

Safety first 
Your seatbelt must be securely fastened during 
takeoff and landing or whenever the seatbelt sign 
is on. When the seatbelt sign is off you may move 
about the cabin as necessary. However while 
seated, keep your seatbelt fastened securely in 
case of unexpected turbulence. 

Electronic equipment 
Cellular telephones, TV receivers or radio 
controlled devices are not to be used at any time 
on board an aircraft. Electronic devices such as 
portable computers, compact discs or cassette 
players and video games can be used only when 
the seatbelt sign is switched off. 

Children and babies 
The cabin crew will also be pleased to assist in 
preparing your baby's food and bottle. Baby food 
and diapers are also available. Please do not 
hesitate to ask our friendly cabin crew. 

Smoking 
Smoking is not permitted on any Air Niugini flight. 

Entertainment 
A selection of movies and music including classical, 
modern, country and local are available on 
international services. Programmes can be found in 
the in-flight entertainment section of this magazine. 

Pillows and blankets 
On International flights, pillows and blankets are 
available on request from our cabin crew. 

Cuisine 
Our inflight meals have been specially prepared for 
your enjoyment. If you require a vegetarian meal or 
you are on a special diet, child or baby food, 
please inform us when making your reservation. 

In-flight Duty Free 
During the flight take some time to look through 
our In-flight Duty Free brochure located in your seat 
pocket. Duty free purchases can be made after 
Meal Service. All major credit cards are accepted. 

Immigration and Customs Forms 
During your flight, our cabin crew will distribute 
Immigration and Customs forms before each 
landing point. Ensure that you carefully read and 
complete these documents and have them ready 
for inspection with your passport at the Immigration 
and Customs arrival counters. 

Before you leave 
Please check your seat pocket and overhead lockers 
before you disembark to ensure you have not left 
any items of value. We look forward to 
seeing you when you next fly with us 
on our Bird of Paradise Service. 



AIR NIUGINI FLEET 

B767-300ER 

Aircraft type 
:B767•300ER 

Length Wing S,pan :Power Plant Cruising Speed Normal Altitu'Cle 
59.94m 47.57m 2 P\114000 851t.Dh 11,000.12,000m 

FlOO 

Aircraft type 

F!OO 
length Wlng Span Powe:r Plant Cruis ng Speed 
35.528m 28.076111 2 Rolls Roys Tay 650 780!qm 

DASH 8-Q315 

Aircraft type 
OASI-I S-0315 

Length Wmg Span Power Plant Cruis1ng Speed 
25.7m 24.4m 2 f>ra UWii'lllt!Y FWl23 440kl]il 

DHC-8-202 

Aircraft type 

DHC&202 
Length Wing Span Power Plant Cruising S~ed 
22.25m 25.89m 2 Pratt & \\%tney 550kph 

Nonnal Altitud'e 
11,000m 

Noma.I: Altitude 
7,500m 

Nonnal Altitude 
7,6<nn 

Std Sealing Capacity Range 
214 bags 8100km 

S1d Seating Capacity 
98+ bags 

Range 
3000km 

Std Seating Capacity Range 
50 Bags 1.800km 

Std Seati g Capacity Range 
36 + bags 1700km 



IN-FLIGHT EXERCISES 
These exercises are designed to encourage a 
safe way to enjoy movement and stretch certain 
muscle groups that can become stiff as a result of 
long periods of sitting. They may be effective in 
increasing the body's circulation and massaging 
the muscles. We recommend you do these 

Lift feet 
off the floor: 

Draw a circle with 
toes, simultaneously moving one foot 
clockwise and the other foot counter 
clockwise. Reverse circles. Do each 
direction for 15 seconds. Repeat if 
desired 

Knee 
Lifts 

Lift leg with knee bent while 
contracting your thigh muscle. 
Alternate legs. Repeat 20-30 times for 
each leg 

Foot 
Pumps 

Forward Flex 
With both feet on the floor and 
stomach held in slowly, bend 
forward and walk your hands down 
the front of your legs towards your 
ankles. Hold stretch for 15 
seconds and slowly s,t back up. 

2. Put both feet Oat on the floor. 

Overhead Stretch 
Raise both arms straight up and 
over your head. With one hand 
grasp the wrist of the opposite 
hand and gently pull to one side. 
Hold stretch for 15 seconds. 
Repeat other side. 

exercises for three or four minutes every hour and 
occasionally get out of your seat and walk down the 
aisles if conditions allow. Each exercise should be 
done with minimal disturbance to other passengers. 
None of the following should be performed if they 
cause pain or cannot be done with ease. 

Shoulder 
Roll 

Hunch shoulders forward, then upward, 
then backward, then downward using a 
gentle circular motion 

3. Lift heels high, keeping balls of feet 
on floor. Continue these three stages 
with continuous motion in 30 second 
intervals. 

Shoulder Stretch 
Reach right hand over left 
shoulder. Place left hand behind 
right elbow and gently press elbow 
toward shoulder. Hold stretch for 
15 seconds. 
Repeat other side 

Start with 
arms held at 90' 

angle • elbows down, hands out in front. 
Raise hands up to chest and back down 
alternating arms. Do these exercise in 30 
second intervals. 

Knee to 
Chest 

Bend 
forward slightly. 

Clasp hands around left knee and hug 
it to your chest. Hold stretch for 15 
seconds. Keeping hands around knee, 
slowly let it down. Alternate legs. 
Repeat 10 times 

Neck Roll 
With shoulders relaxed, drop ear 
to shoulder and gently roll neck 
forward and to the other side, 
holding each position about 5 
seconds. 
Repeat 5 times 





YOUR HEALTH IN-FLIGHT 
At Air Niugini we care about your comfort and 
safety. We have included the following 
information about your health in-flight that we 
hope you will find helpful and useful. 

When you are flying you can be seated and be 
inactive for long periods of time. The environment 
can be low in humidity and pressurised up to an 
altitude of 2240 metres above sea level. Unlike 
other forms of transportation, air travel allows for 
rapid movement across many time zones, causing 
a disruption to the body's "biological clock". 
Although these unique factors do not pose a health 
or safety threat to most passengers, there are 
guidelines you can follow that will improve your 
comfort level, during and after a flight. We hope the 
following recommendations will help you have a 
more pleasant flight today and in the future. 

Blood Circulation/Muscle Relaxation 
When you're sitting upright in a stationary position 
for a long period of time, several things can happen: 

The central blood vessels in your legs can 
be compressed, making it more difficult for 
the blood to get back to your heart. 
The long inactivity of your body muscles in 
this position can result in muscle tension, 
back aches or a feeling of excessive 
fatigue during, or even after, your flight. 
A stationary position inhibits the normal 
body mechanism for returning fluid to your 
heart, and gravity can cause the fluid to 
collect in your feet. This results in swollen 
feet after a long flight. 
Studies have concluded that prolonged 
immobility may be a risk factor in the 
formation of clots in the legs (DVT -deep 
vein thrombosis). Particular medication and 
medical conditions may increase the risk of 
formation of clots if associated with 
prolonged immobility. Medical research 
indicates that factors which may give you 
an increased risk of blood clots in the legs 
include: 

- Increasing age above 40 years 
- Pregnancy 

- Former or current malignant disease 
- Blood Disorders leading to increased 
clotting tendency 

-Personal or family history of DVT 
- Recent major surgery or injury,especially 
to lower limbs or abdomen 

- Oestrogen hormone therapy, including oral 
contraceptives 

- Immobilisation for a day or more 
- Dehydration - Heart Failure 
-Trauma - Varicose veins 
- Obesity - Tobacco smoking 

Recommendations 
• If you fall into any of these categories or 
you have any concern about your health 
and flying, Air Niugini recommends you 
seek medical advice before travelling. 

• Follow our in-flight execises programme 

Jetlag 
The main cause of jetlag is traveling to different time 
zones without giving the body a chance to adjust to 
new night-day cycles. In general, the more time 
zones you cross during your flight, the more your 
biological clock is disturbed. The common 
symptoms are sleeplessness, 
tiredness, loss of appetite or appetite at odd hours. 

Recommendations 
• Get a good night's rest before your flight. 
• Arrive at your destination a day or two 

early, to give your body a chance to become 
more acclimatised to the new time zone. 

• Fly direct to minimise flight time. This allows 
you to relax more upon arrival. 

• Leave your watch on home time if you're 
staying at your destination less than 48 
hours. Also try to eat and sleep according 
to your home time. 

• Change your watch to the local time if your 
stay is longer than 48 hours, and try to eat 
and sleep in accordance with the local time. 

On longer stays, try to prepare in advance, adjust 
your meal and rest times to be closer to those of 
your destination. 



Try some light exercise - go for a brisk walk, or do 
some reading if you cant sleep after arrival at your 
destination. It generally takes the body's biological 
clock approximately one day to adjust per time 
zone crossed. 

Cabin Humidity /Dehydration 
Humidity levels of less than 25 percent are common 
in the cabin. 
This is due to the extremely low humidity levels of 
outside air supplied to the cabin. The low humidity 
can cause drying of the nose, throat, eyes and it can 
irritate contact lens wearers. 

• Drink water or juices frequently during the 
flight 

• Drink coffee, tea and alcohol in 
moderation. These drinks act as diuretics, 
increasing the body's dehydration. 

• Remove contact lenses and wear glasses if 
your eyes are irritated. 

• Use a skin moisturiser to refresh the skin. 

Eating and Drinking 
Proper eating and drinking will enhance your 
comfort both during and after your flight. 

• Avoid overeating just prior to and during 
the flight. It is difficult to digest too much 
food when the body is inactive. 

• Drink coffee, tea and alcohol in 
moderation. These drinks act as diuretics, 
increasing the body's dehydration. 

Cabin Pressurisation 
It is necessary to pressurise the outside air drawn 
into the cabin to a sufficient density for your comfort 
and health. Cabins are pressurised to a maximum 
cabin altitude of 2440 metres. It is the same air 
pressure as if you were at an elevation of 2440 
metres above sea level. The cabin pressure and 
normal rates of change in cabin pressure during 
climb and descent do not pose a problem for most 
passengers. However, if you suffer from upper 
respiratory or sinus infections, obstructive 
pulmonary diseases, anaemias or certain 
cardiovascular conditions, you could experience 

discomfort. Children and infants might experience 
some discomfort because of pressure change 
during climb and descent. 

If you are suffering from nasal congestion or 
allergies, use nasal sprays, decongestants and 
antihistamines 30 minutes prior to descent to help 
open up your ear and sinus passages. If you have a 
cold or flu or hayfever, your sinuses could be 
impaired. Swollen membranes in your nose could 
block your eustachian tubes-the tiny channels 
between your middle ear chamber. This can cause 
discomfort during changes in cabin pressure, 
particularly during descent. 

Recommendations 
• If you have a pre-existing medical condition 

that warrants supplemental oxygen, you 
can order from us. Please give at least 
seven days notice before traveling. 

• To "clear" your ears try swallowing and/or 
yawning. These actions help open your 
eustachian tubes, equalizing pressure 
between your middle ear chamber and 
your throat. 

• When flying with an infant, feed or give 
your baby a dummy during descent . 
Sucking and swallowing will help infants 
equalize the pressure in their ears. 

Motion Sickness 
This ailment is caused by a conflict between the 
body's sense of vision and its sense of equilibrium. 
Air turbulence increases its likelihood because it 
can cause movement of the fluid in the vestibular 
apparatus of the inner ear. If you have good visual 
cues (keeping your eyes fixed on a non-moving 
object), motion sickness is less likely to occur. 

Recommendations: 
• When weather is clear and you can see 

the ground, sea or horizon, you are less 
susceptible to motion sickness. 

• You can buy over the counter medications 
but we recommend that you consult your 
doctor about the appropriate medications. 

With thanks 
to Qantas and 
the Boeing 
Corporation for 
allowing us to 
reproduce this 
material. 
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AIR NIUGlNl INTERNATIONAL OFFICES 

AIR NIUGINI OFFICES 

Australia Wide 
Local Call: 1300 361 380 

Sydney 
Somare House 
100 Clarence Street 
PO Box 5293 Sydney NSW 2001 

Australia 
Tel: (61 2) 9290 1544 
Fax: (61 2) 9290 2026 
Email: 
sales.sydney@alrniuginl.com.pg 

Brisbane 
Level 4 
99 Creek Street 
GPO Box 2216 
Brisbane QLD 4001 
Australia 
Tel: (61 7) 32211544 
Fax: (61 7) 3220 0040 
Email: 

sales.brlsbane@airnluglni.com.pg 

Cairns 
Ground Floor 
Cairns Corporate Tower 
15 Lake Street 
Cairns QLD 4870 Australia 
Tel: (61 7) 40311611 
Fax: (61 7) 4031 3402 
Email: 

sales.calrns@alrnluglni.com.pg 

Manila 
3rd Floor 
Fortune Office Building 
160 Legaspi Street, Legaspi Village, 
Makati City, Philippines 
Tel: (63 2) 891 3339/40/41 
Fax: (63 2) 891 3393 

Email: 
sales.manila@airniugini.com.pg 

Singapore 
101 Thomson Road 
#11-03 United Square 
Singapore: 307591 
Tel: (65) 6250 4868 
Fax: (65) 6253 3425 
Email: airng.sg@pacific.net.sg 

Tokyo 
6th Floor Chiyoda Kaikan 
1-6-1 7 Kudan Minami 
Chiyoda-Ku 

Tokyo. 102-0074 
Japan 
Tel: (81) 3 5216 3555 
Fax: (81) 3 52163556 
Email: info@air-niugini.co.jp 
Website: www.air-niugini.co.jp 

AIR NIUGINI GSA OFFICES 

Auckland/Cook Islands 
Walshes World 
Tel: (64) 9379 3708 
Fax: (64) 9302 2420 

Book online www.airniugini.com.pg 

Fiji 
Discount Flight Centre 
Tel: (679) 331 7870 
Fax: (679) 331 7873 

Frankfurt 
Pacific Dream 
Tel: (49) 6963 4095 
Fax: (49) 6963 1332 
Email: info@pngtourism.de 

Hong Kong 
Tam Wing Kun Holdings Ltd 
Tel: (852) 2527 7098 
Fax: (852) 2527 7026 

Honiara 
Travel Industry Services 
Tel: (67) 720 336 
Fax: (67) 723 887 

Email: kevin@gts.com.sb 

Italy 
Spazio Sri 
Tel: (39) 6482 0280 
Fax: (39) 6488 0862 
Email: 
sales.rome@airniugini.com.pg 

Jakarta 
P.T. Ayuberga 

Tel: (62)218356214-217 
Fax: (62) 21 835 3937 

Kuala Lumpur 
Abadi Aviation Services 
Tel: (603) 21484313 
Fax: (603) 2141 2322 
Email: pxkul@abadi.com.my 

Los Angeles 
PNG Tourism 
Tel: (1) 949 752 5440 
Fax: (1)94947163741 
Email: sales.usa@airniugini.com.pg 

Port Vila 
Vanuatu Travel Services Ltd 
Tel: (67) 822 2836 

Fax: (67) 823 3583 

Seoul 
Sharp Inc 

Tel: (82) 2734 7100 
Fax: (82) 2734 7108 

Stockholm 
Discovery Leisure Group AB (DLG) 
Tel: (46) 8651 7410 
Fax: (46) 8653 8030 
Email: 

sa les.stockho I m@a i rn i u gin i .corn .pg 

Taipei 

Cha May Travel Service 
Taipei, Taiwan 
Tel: (88) 6 2500 7811 
Fax: (88) 6 2500 7970 

United Kingdom 
Flight Directors 
Tel: (44) 0870 24 00 767 
Fax: (44) 0870 24 02 208 

Email: 
a i rn i ug in i@ft ig h td i recto rs.com 



CONTINUE YOUR PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
EXPERIENCE 

Port Moresby 
PO Box 7186 Boroko 
Sales Domestic & International 
Tel: 327 3444 
Fax: 327 3308 
Reconfirmation Domestic & 
International 
Tel: 327 3444 
Arrival & Departure Information 
Tel: 327 3300 
Cargo Enquiries 
Tel: 327 3245 
Cargo Charters Enquiries 
Cargo: 327 3226 
Pass: 327 3370 
Head Office 
Airport & Administration 
Jacksons Airport Sa raga 
Tel: 327 3200/325 9000 

Alotau 
PO Box 3 Alotau 
Gurney Airport 
Tel: 641 0158 
Administration & Reservations 
Tel: 641 1031 
Fax: 641 1636 

Buka 
PO Box 169 Buka 
Sales 
Tel: 
Fax: 
Airport 
Tel: 

Goroka 

973 9655 
973 9656 

973 9082 

PO Box 683 Goroka 
Reservations 
Tel: 732 1444 
Fax: 732 1439 

Kavieng 
Administration, Reservations & Cargo 
Tel: 984 2135 
Airport 
Tel: 9842105 
Fax: 984 2337 

Kimbe-Hoskins 
PO Box 181 Kimbe 
Administration, Reservations & Cargo 
Tel: 983 5077 
Fax: 983 5669 
Arrival & Departure Information 
Tel: 985 0012 

Kundiawa 
PO Box 847 Kundiawa 
Tel: 735 1273 

Lae 
Administration, Domestic 
Reservations & Cargo 
Tel: 472 3111 
Fax: 472 4758 
International Reservations 
Tel: 472 4744 

Lihir 
Reservations 
Tel: 986 5151 
Fax: 956 5134 

Lorengau/Manus 
PO Box 170 Lorengau 
Administration, Reservations & Cargo 
Tel: 470 9092 
Fax: 470 9382 

AIR NIUGINI DOMESTIC OFFICES 

Madang 
PO Box 140 Madang 
Administration & Reservations 
Tel: 852 2255 
Fax: 852 2079 

Mendi 
PO Box 210 Mendi 
Administration & Reservations 
Tel: 549 1233 
Fax: 549 1250 
AirportTraffic 
Tel: 549 1320 

Mt Hagen 
PO Box 3 Mt Hagen 
Reservations Domestic 
Tel: 542 1183/542 1122 
Reservations International 
Tel: 542 1039 
Enquiries 
Tel: 545 1444 
Fax: 542 2361 

Popondetta 
PO Box 145 Popondetta 
Reservations 
Tel: 329 7022 
Fax: 3 29 7227 
Airport 
Tel: 329 7191 

Rabaul 
PO Box 120 Kokopo 
Reservations & Sales 
Tel: 982 9033 
Fax: 982 9034 
Tokua Airport Arrival & 
Departure Information 
Tel: 983 9821 

Tabubil 
PO Box 545 Tabubil 
Domestic Reservations 
Tel: 548 3244 
Fax: 548 9189 
International Reservations 
Tel: 548 3325 

Tari Agent 
Tel: 540 8023 

Vanimo 
PO Box 239 Vanimo 
Tel: 8571014 
Fax: 857 1473 
Airport 
Tel: 857 7166 

Wabag & Wapenamanda 
PO Box 213 Wabag 
Administration 
Tel: 547 1274 
Arrival & Departure Information 
Tel: 547 1286 

Waigani 
PO Box 7186 Boroko 
Tel: 325 1055 
Fax: 325 3683 

Wewak 
PO Box 61 Wewak 
Sales 
Tel: 856 2433 

International & Domestic 
Tel: 856 2367 
Fax: 856 2203 
Airport 
Tel: 856 2367 



We'rePNG 
since 1910. 
In 2010 Westpac celebrates 
100 years of banking in PNG. 

Since opening our first branch in 
Port Moresby we have been more 
than just a bank, we've been part 
of the community - providing 
banking services and financial 
development to thousands of people. 

Talk to us today at any of our 
16 branches throughout the country. 

Call 322 0888 
westpacpng@westpac.com.au 
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The Excitement of Hi-Speed ... 



HIGHER UP IN THE 
What's next after Kokoda? Owen Stanleys. 

There is a lot more to the magnificent Owen Stanley 
Ranges than just the Kokoda Trail. Much of these 
fascinating mountain ranges are uninhabited and 
unexplored - they are some of the few places left in the 
world that you can say are genuinely pure and pristine, 
so say SOC & ROBYN KIENZLE. 



SKY 

t Victoria is the highest peak in these 
ranges at 404 7 metres or 13363 feet 
and it can be seen from many points 
along the trail and from Kokoda itself, 

its tip peeping up from behind Mt Huxley, or 
what is locally called The Thumb. 

Mt Victoria was given its current name 
by Sir William Macgregor, a famous PNG 
administrator and pioneer in the late 1800s. 
Before he gave it its royal moniker, it had been 
called Togoro and Nada by the local people, 
The Great Mountain by those who saw it from 
afar in the early 1800s, then Mt D' Urville by 
Captain Owen Stanley himself, and Huxley 
Peaks by H O Forbes, from the relative 
comfort of his desk in 1885. 

As Macgregor was the only one of these 
name-givers who scaled this craggy massif 
twice, it is fitting that we now use the name 
he chose, although one of the results of 
these many changes is that some of the local 
villagers sometimes get very confused as to 
which mountain it really is. They have been 
known to lead some intrepid trekkers "up the 
garden path" to the wrong summit from the 
south. 

Over the last few years, several small groups 
of adventurous Aussies accompanied by 
nervous local villagers have taken on the 
mountain from the north-west face, attempting 
as best as they could to follow in the footsteps 
of Macgregor on his second trek in 1890. This 
method of approach starts at Kokoda and 
involves a huge 14-day climb along the ridges 
in a big horseshoe trail to the mountain, which 



is actually almost due west of Kokoda. 

In May 2009, Soc Kienzle of Komplete 
Kokoda, took the first commercial group 
on this challenging expedition. Soc was 
born in the Yodda Valley, near Kokoda, and 
spent many hours gazing at these majestic 
mountains. In 1970, he was dropped 
by helicopter on the high slopes of Mt 
Scratchley, looking for a crashed Aztec 
aircraft. 

With him were three other European 
government employees, one of whom was 
Chris Abel, father of PNG's current Minister 
for Tourism, Charles Abel. Very quickly 
as it happens on the Owen Stanleys, the 
weather closed in - and stayed closed in. 

The decision was made that they should 
start climbing down and 10 days later, they 
got back to Soc's family home at Mamba, 
after having survived on bush tucker and 
their wits. 

Soc did a reconnaissance trip in 2008 
with Peter Barrett, another old Territorian 
who had made two trips up the mountains 
before, one successful, one not, but each 
time, he had improved the route, mapped it 
on his GPS and increased the knowledge of 
local guide, Michael Lucas. 

May 2009 saw Soc setting out with four 

other brave adventurers: Caren Jenkins 
who did Kokoda with Soc and has done 
Kilamanjaro (she later commented that 
it was a 'walk in the park' compared to 
Mt Victoria); Jeremy Scriven, a surveyor; 
Randall Wynn. a geologist; and Paul 
McDonald, a cartographer - a great 
combination for such a difficult and unusual 
journey. 

Their journey took them through all levels 
of vegetation - from jungle to alpine 
grasslands, past pristine glacial lakes, 
some of which had been given names by 
Macgregor, like Lake Omha and some they 
named themselves - like Lake Ranu (Water 
in Motu). 

These lakes are at 12500 feet and by now 
the trekkers were suffering from altitude 
and extreme cold. At the peak, they 
experienced a temperature of 12°C, without 
accounting for the windchill factor, and had 
to spend one full day closeted in their tents 
as they had complete 'white out' and could 
not risk walking in such conditions. 

The vegetation has to be seen to be 
believed. Fortunately, Jeremy had a great 
camera and he took detailed shots of 
flowers and shrubs that looked like they 
should be in an English garden, of fungi 
and moss that would make any botanist 
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Lake Ranu (water in Motu). 

Ancient vegetation. Wild Orchids 
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Ice bouquets. 

salivate, of ferns and cycads that are 
hundreds, even thousands of years old. 

They passed intriguing geological formations 
the boys gave name like "Dead Man 
Screaming " and "King Kong" and they 
were fascinated by the frozen waterfalls and 
'chandeliers' of ice covered shrubs. 

Evidence of global warming is there for all to 
see as the jungle encroaches higher up the 
mountain. Large tree climbing kangaroos, 
wild pigs and Birds of Paradise, unafraid of 

Yes, we've done it ... standing 
011 top of the Owen Stn11/eys. 

Large tree climbing kangaroo. 

humans, were hard for the fresh-meat starved 
porters to resist! 

This is not an expedition for the fainthearted 
- it is several levels of difficulty above the 
Kokoda Trail and there is no guarantee you 
will reach the summit - as Soc tells his clients 
- getting to the top is optional - Goming down 
is mandatory! 

The beauty of this journey, the views, the rare 
flora and fauna, the changing landscape will 
take the breath away of anyone who takes on 
the challenge. These treks take a huge amount 
of organisation and coordination and involve 
significant risk so maybe one trip every year or 
two might be fine - thus ensuring preservation 
of the pristine nature of the environment while 
maintaining the exclusivity of the experience. 

• If you are looking for a challenge or Just an excuse 
to return to the beautiful Kokoda and the ~ 
Owen Stanleys, check for details on www. 
kompletekokoda. corn.au 
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Pnddling n d11go11t cn11oe i11 U/11 i11 the Duke of York 
lsln11ds, off Rnbn11/. 

Islands Beyond 
the ATM 
Stepping back in time 
BY JOHN BORTHWICK 

"Welcome to Alotau, home of the last ATM 
you'll see for a week," says a crew member 
of our expedition ship. 

It's a sign of the times that a "frontier" 
today is somewhere ATMs have yet to 
arrive. 
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e revel in a day ashore in 
Alotau, the regional capital of 
Papua New Guinea's far eastern 
Milne Bay Province. It's a town 
rich with markets, art and sites 

of the first land defeat of the Japanese in 1942. 
We stock up on shell-inlaid woodcarvings before 
returning to our ship, the luxurious MV Orion 
and setting sail for the ATM-less islands of the 
Solomon Sea. 

Next morning finds us off a small island called 
Nivani, which perhaps should be "Nirvani," so 
crystal-clear is its waters. All 71 passengers are 
soon ashore in Orion's fleet of Zodiacs, with the 
crew distributing masks and snorkels. 

The white sand beach may be "postcard perfect", 
but the real thrill is 100 metres offshore where 
a World War Two Japanese Zero fighter lies 
in three metres of water. Time and tides have 
done their work over the decades and the plane, 
still relatively intact, is now a peaceful home to 
schools of Nemo-esque fish. 

Passing volcanic islands and coral reefs, we 
move on to Egum, an island so remote that we 
could send no message of our arrival. No matter. 
Around 200 villagers who live in thatched huts on 
the beach welcome us. After showing us around 
their school and gardens, the children perform the 
PNG national anthem. Their singing touches us in 
the way no mega-concert ever could. 

"It was like stepping back into the pages of 
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Going ashore at Yaneba village on the remote 
Egum Atoll in the Solomon Sea. 

Transporting food i11 a dugout 
canoe at Ulu Island. 



Handicrafts for sale at K11111wageya village, Kilava lsla11rl, i11 tile Trobria11ds. 

a 1960's National Geographic," comments one 
passenger. As well, there is world-class snorkelling 
just off the fringing reef. The shallow corals are 
thronged with parrotfish and surgeonfish, and then 
it all plummets to a deep abyss. "Swim over that 
drop-off and it's like you're suddenly flying," says 
one woman. 

Between excursions, our shipboard life consists of 
plenty of options: stretch classes in the morning, 
lectures on PNG culture and customs, and 
exceptional dining overseen by executive chef 
Lothar Greiner. At Kitava in the legendary Trobriand 
Islands, they are indeed expecting us. The welcome 
is spectacular. Around 50 dancers of all ages, some 
in minimal attire, are bedecked with feathers, shells, 
boar tusks and even Christmas tinsel. They dance 
and sing so lustily, with the kids breaking up in 
laughter, that I think they enjoy the whole event even 
more than we do. 

Our guide Justin Friend then leads us on a village 
walk where we meet the dancers again, now more 
modestly clothed, and see their gardens of taro, 
yam, banana and breadfruit. As he explains, "PNG 
has vivid, unique birdlife, animals and history but the 
very best thing is still the people." I agree. 

Back on the beach, the people of Kitava have set 
up a market of Trobriand carvings, shell necklaces 
and beadwork. There's no ATM but, hullo, excess 
baggage, anyhow. Sailing north, we reach Lamassa 
Island in mountainous New Ireland Province on Palm 
Sunday. Here, we are treated to Easter hymns with 
a difference, as sung by villagers, some wearing 
elaborate grass headdresses. 

Later we go ashore at English Cove, the site of a 
tragic scam in 1879. A French con-man, Marquis 
de Rays (Charles Marie Bonaventure du Brei!), 
lured colonists here to a supposed paradise where, 
instead, they found nothing but jungles and despair. 
One hundred settlers died here until the remaining 
240 were repatriated to Australia in 1882. 

The dance performances keep getting bigger 
and better. At our next stop, Lambon Island, 
100 costumed dancers entertain us for an hour, 
among them men wearing "smoke stacks," tall 
head-dresses topped by smouldering coals. 

BRIAN BELL HOMECENTRE • GORDONS, PORT MORESBY 325 8469 Email: bbsales@briaobell.com.pg 
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of York Jsln11d. 
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Active Mt Tnvurvur seen from Duke of York, off Rnbnul. 

The counterpoint to all this extraordinary 
Melanesian culture is our tranquil shipboard 
life: top-deck spa pool, evening cocktails, 
lectures on reef life, pidgin and volcanos, and 
more sumptuous meals. 

On Duke of York Island, off Rabaul in East 
New Britain Province, I meet a local man 
called Judas. Not such a comfortable name to 
wear, I speculate, especially during Easter. "It's 
no problem," explains my PNG friend, Roger. 
"Because it's a Bible name, it's OK." 

Christianity is, of course, a veneer on the 
far older, deeper animist traditions of these 
islands. In fact, as we land at Molot village on 
Duke of York, each of us is daubed on the face 
with lime paint to protect us from evil spirits. 

Here, we witness a rarely seen "fish-trap" 
ceremony danced by men in full traditional 
face-paint and dress. Then, enroute back 
to Orion, we stop to dive on two World War 
II Japanese tanks lying eerily in the shallow 
lagoon waters. 

Among these untrammelled islands of song, 
dance, sunsets, big-hearted locals and no 
ATMs, every day seems more intense with 
unexpected events than the day before. So it's 
fitting that our trip ends spectacularly. 

As we sail into Rabaul, from the deck of the 
Orion we watch the fuming, rumbling . • 
might of Mt Tavurvur welcome us in with V 
its kilometre-high volcanic plume. 
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YOUR 
ICT SOLUTIONS & 
BUSINESS SERVICES 
PARTNER 

Since 1985, we at Datec have brought the world's premier technology and service providers to PNG. IBM, HP, Apple, Microsoft, Oracle, 
Sony, Canon, Cisco, Lenovo, SYSTIMAX, Planwell, Eaton Powerware, ViciSoft, and Dhanush lnfotech. Datec's technological superiority and 
international partnerships have successfully integrated PNG with the rest of the world by providing state-of-the-art ICT Solutions and 
Business Services. 

ICT SOLUTIONS 
Internet & Value Added Services 

Document Management Solutions 

E-Governance 

Payroll and HR Automation 
ATM Solutions 

Rural Empowerment & Banking 
Mobile Banking & Marketing 
Vehicle Tracking & Fuel Management 

RFID Container & Port Management 

BUSINESS SERVICES 
Business & Enterprise Consulting 
ICT Security Consulting 
ICT Outsourcing 

Business Process Outsourcing 
Contact Centre Deployment 
Application Development 
Training & Education 
Project Management 

Specialist Resource Augmentation 

Talk to us today. Let us make your business more profitable 

PORT MORESBY Datec (PNG) Ltd, Poreporena Highway, PO Box 504, Port Moresby T:+675-303-1333 F: +675-325-9066 

LAE Datec (PNG) Ltd, Milfordhaven Rd, PO Box 3090, Lae T: +675-473-0600 F: +675-472-7277 

Datec Offshore - INDIA 1-8-448, Laxmi Building, Begum pet, 5ecunderabad-500003 INDIA T: +91-40-30722114 

RETAIL MEGASTORE 

Our Megastores have the largest and most 

comprehensive product range in Papua New 

Guinea, showcasing the full range of technology 

that Datec represents. Our partnerships with 
the world's leading vendors enable us to 
provide high quality, high value and high 
technology products. 

datec 
your partner of choice 

Datec is recognised as PNG's leading ICT Solutions and Business Services Provider www.datec.com.pg 



Villagers nt Tuft p;;LD11 011e of the 1110s/ • 

spcctnculnr c11//11rnl pe1fonnn11ces. 

Cruising Goes Wild 
for Melanesia 
Once the domain of fearless National Geographic 
photojournalists, headhunters and god-fearing 
missionaries, Papua New Guinea and its Melanesian 
cousins are re-emerging as ideal adventure cruise 
destinations. RooER1ck E1ME sails off to see why. 
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ike fleeting shadows in the 
undergrowth, they moved silently 
and stealthily, occasionally stopping, 
half-hidden, to check the progress 
of our canoes along the narrow, 

mangrove-lined creek. Smeared head-to-
toe with the thick volcanic mud and just a 
tiara of mangrove leaves as camouflage, we 
were being stalked. Were they looking for an 
opportunity to ambush us or just satisfying 
their curiosity? 

Our pursuers reveal themselves in spectacular 
fashion. Leaping out from behind huge 
trees, they bring our party to a halt with 
incomprehensible, blood-curdling cries. From 
hidden vantage points within the undergrowth, 
saplings are hurled at us, some bouncing 
menacingly off the side of the canoes. Gasps 
of alarm are clearly heard from several 
passengers and muffled chatter comes from 
others as we try to interpret their apparently 
hostile intentions. 

The traditional challenge, thankfully, is all part 
of the show put on for us today by the Tufi 
villagers. Tufi is one of the most spectacular 
cultural experiences in the country. 

Set amid stunning tropical fjords, Tufi is only 
accessible by air or sea and renowned for its 
diving, trekking and rare orchids. 
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Villagers in action at Watam village, near the 
mouth of the Sepik River. The village is a Jinn 
favourite among cruise vessels. 

For the next hour we are feted like visiting 
royalty, shown the convoluted process of sago 
extraction, ritual tattooing and treated to local 
ballads performed by a tiny choir of children 
with the voices of angels. 

To most westerners, Papua New Guinea is an 
untamed land with an equally wild reputation. 
Yet why am I here on one of the world's 
acclaimed expedition cruise ships, surrounded 
by worldly and wise travellers who could just 
as easily be sipping Pinot Nair somewhere in 
the south of France? 

This land of magic and mysticism, exotic 
cultures, mind-boggling rituals and 700-
something unique languages is just 100 miles 
north of Australia. Visitors will quickly find the 
true essence of the Melanesians along the 
coastal fringe between Alotua in Milne Bay 
all the way to the mouth of the mighty Sepik 
River and across to volcano-ravaged Rabaul 
on New Britain island. They find a handsome, 
fascinating people of warm, heart-felt 
generosity with a deep respect for custom and 
tradition. 

Shore visits to villages and islands are by 
tenders launched from the vessels and ferry 
visitors ashore a dozen at a time to be met by 
noisy welcoming committees of children and 
families with broad grins, sometimes with the 
trademark betel nut stains. 



Relatively 11ew to t/,e sce11e, Tamil Isla11ders /,ave embraced visiti11g 
•cruise ships wit/, their ow11 ura11d of s011g a11d rla11ce. 
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You might think all this opulence is foreign out 
here on the edge of civilisation, but a hot shower 
and crisp lager is just the ticket after a day on the 
baking sand or trekking in the steamy jungle. 

Hardcore adventure purists and Kokoda-trekkers 
may want to bunk down with all the jungle has 
to offer, but expedition cruising passengers have 
the opportunity to experience the impossible and 
unheard of while retreating to five-star comfort at 
day's end. 
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The famous Mud men of Goroka perfonn for passengers. This excursion is an Orion custom air charter fmm Madang. 

Papua New Guinea may be the centre of 
Melanesian expedition cruising, but the new 
wave of adventure vessels are finding that 
their many repeat cruisers are looking to 
extend their experience or even return for 
second helpings. 

Now, the Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, Fiji and 
New Caledonia are bolstering the destination 
menu with ideal locations for ecologically 
sensitive and responsible cruise operators. 

Giza, Roderick Bay, Nendo Island, Santa Ana 
and Mangalonga Island are just some of the 
shore visits experienced by visiting ships in 
the Solomon Islands. 

Traditional dancing, scuba diving and 
snorkelling, arts and crafts are just some of the 
experiences sampled by the growing number 
of well-healed travellers eager to take home 
authentic souvenirs and memories of these 
fascinating islands. 

[ Procureit I 
Global Procurement & Supply 

LNG and Oilfield Equipment including: 

ATEX approved Tools & Machinery 

• Bearings • Drilling Supplies • Electrical Equipment • Engineering Supplies 
• Fasteners • Hose & Fittings • Pipeline Supplies • Pumps 

• Safety Equipment • Spare Parts • Valves • Workshop Equipment 
• Seafreight and Airfreight Consolidators 

Procure it Australia Pty Ltd 
Unit 15 / 459 Tufnell Road, Banyo OLD 4014, AUSTRALIA 

Ph +617 3314 2808 • Fax +617 3314 2321 
Email: sales@procureit.com.au • Web: www.procureit.com.au 
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Fiji tends to operate on its own with dedicated 
cruise lines such as Blue Lagoon, Captain 
Cook Cruises and Tui Tai Expedition Cruises 
offering boutique itineraries away from the 
busy big ship haunts to islands like Rabi, Kioa, 
Drudrua and Kavewa, as well as among the 
idyllic Yasawa group. 

Preserving and encouraging local tradition 
and culture is an important facet in expedition 
cruising and it plays a vital role in helping 



remote communities retain these 
practices for themselves and 
the modern expedition traveller 
who has little interest in fake and 
contrived experiences. The many 
islands and vibrant communities 
throughout Melanesia are perfect 
examples of these genuine and 
authentic cultural attractions and 
will continue to draw visitors for 
as long as they remain so. 

After another jam-packed day 
of snorkelling, kayaking and 
swaying to jungle rhythms, I 
jealously clutch my trophy, a 
gorgeous ebony carved mask 
delicately inlaid with mother-of 
pearl as I make my way slowly 
back to the landing, nodding 
and shaking the many hands 
held out to me. On the returning 
tender, the monotone hum of 
the outboard motor and the 
warm tropical sun lolls me into 
a pleasant daydream. I'm . ,_ 
ready for that beer! V 

• The writer has made numerous 
visits to PNG and Melanesia 
and wishes to thank the Papua 
New Guinea Tourism Promotion 
Authority, Orion Expedition 
Cruises, Coral Princess 
Cruises and Air Niugini for their 
assistance over the years. 

Schoolchildre11 Jro111 tiny Wifu lsln11rls (Bismarck Archipelngo) rejoice i11 a 
si11g-si11gfor Corn/ Princess pnsse11gers who were so moved they begn11 n 
school J1111d 011 the spot. 
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■ The luxury 4000 GRT, 106-passenger 
MV Orion operates year-round itineraries 
throughout the region including Australia's 
Kimberley, Arnhem Land, Melanesia, 
Papua New Guinea, New Zealand, SE 
Asia and the Antarctic. 
www.orionexpeditions.com 

■ At 2000 GRT and carrying 72 
passengers, the Cairns-based Oceanic 
Discoverer operated by Coral Princess 
Cruises, was one of the first of these new 
wave of purpose-built vessels to offer 
regular itineraries to PNG and Melanesia. 
She made her maiden international voyage 
from Cairns to Alotau in 2005 and has 
visited every year since. 
www.coralprincess.com.au 

■ The multi-award winning True North, 
operated by Broome-based North Star 
Cruises, is certainly one of the more 
adventurous vessels. At just 7 40 GRT 
and carrying 36 passengers, True North 
is the only vessel to cruise with a full-time 
helicopter. Small and nimble, she will 
often get much closer to the action than 
her larger competitors. 
www.northstarcruises.com.au 

■ PNG itineraries typically depart either 
Cairns (AU) or Rabaul (PNG) and include 
Tufi, Tami Islands, Madang, Sepik River, 
Trobriand Islands, D'Entrecasteaux 
Islands, Milne Bay and Duke of York 
Islands. Extensions to wider Melanesia 
often travel via the Louisiade Archipelago, 
the Solomon Islands and Vanuatu with 
disembarkation in Noumea or even 
Auckland. 
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"preserving the 
community on 
which we depend 
for our business" 

Steamships is committed to conducting 
its business in a sustainable manner. As 
a major, diversified business group, the 
Company is very conscious of the potential 
impact of its activities on the environment. 
The Company is committed to ensuring 
its businesses meet or exceed legal and 
regulatory requirements for environmental 
best practice wherever it does business. 

In line with the commitment and 
requirement of the Swire Group, Steamships 
is implementing formal systems actively 
to monitor the impact its business have on 
the environment, and will report the results 
of this. Over time, as data is accumulated, 
this information will be used to implement 
policies which will help to manage and 
reduce adverse effects on the environment 
and encourage sustainability across the 
Company's operations. 

The company is involved in climate change 
and environmental impact monitoring 
projects in PNG; specifically the impact of 
deforestation on the absorption of green 
house gases. Steamships is working with 
NGO's to further our understanding of the 
issue of long-term sustainability, including 
changes in climate and land-use. 

Some of these initiatives make good 
business sense in preventing waste and 
using resources more efficiently. Some 
make good sense in preserving the 
community on which we depend for our 
business. Some may provide business 
opportunities in the future. All of these 
come together in a commitment to the 
future, and this is a commitment that 
Steamships is proud to make. 

www.steamships.com.pg 
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WHEN THE GOING GETS TOUGH 

HIGH ARCTIC ENERGY SERVICES (PNG) LTD is the 
authorised distributor for DURA-BASE® Mats in 

PNG. With a proven track record of supplying mats 
on long and short term rental to major oil compa
nies in PNG, we have the expertise to get the job 

done. Our mats provide a durable, environmentally 
safe and cost-effective surface for year-round, 

all-weather performance. 

DURA-BASE® mats are made of high density 

poly-ethylene (HDPE) with a strong, durable, 
uniform surface. The mats are designed for the 

challenging environments typically found in PNG 

and are suitable for a wide range of uses where 
access, ground protection and a solid base is 

required for heavy equipment, drilling locations, 
heli pads, temporary roads, wharfs, camps and 

I pipeline access routes. DURA-BASE® Mats are 

engineered for performance and strength with an 
interlocking system that allows for flexible configu
rations and distributes weight across a large surface 

area. The non-skid tread pattern improves safety 
and traction for load-bearing vehicles, while the 

interlocking system reduces the chance for drift and 

slippage. 

Each rugged mat weighs 1050 pounds (477 kg), 
covers an area 2.44 m x 4.27 m and is quick and easy 

to lay by our installation crew. 

For further information get in touch with us 

• • • 

Phone: +61 2 8207 8429 I Email: durabasemats@higharctic.com.au 



Getting ready for the big race. 

Milne Bay province is well-known for many 
reasons. Situated at the southern-most tip of 
Papua New Guinea, its breathtaking seascape 
dotted with emerald islands makes it a natural 
magnet for marine sports lovers such as divers, 
fishermen and sailors. 
The people are seasoned seafarers who traded in 
the traditional Kula expeditions, travelling miles in 
magnificent sailing canoes to barter for food items, 
clay pots and other necessities. 

Canoe Festival Sails On In Alotau 
BY EURALIA PAINE ith every gesture and act of 

friendship was born a link in the 
Kula ring. Shell money known as 
"bagi" and "mwali" were the legal 
tender in those days. A "bagi" or 
"mwali" was used to even buy 
land or a bride. The shell money 

continues to be used, albeit rarely, for 
certain exchanges particularly of cultural 
significance. 

To commemorate the Kula voyages and 
to keep their customs alive, the Milne Bay 
Canoe Festival was born six years ago. 
And what better place to stage this annual 
festival than on the northern shore of Milne 
Bay in Alotau, the provincial capital! 

From November 6 to 8 last year, the 
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township's population of about 12,000 
was boosted by people who flocked to the 
sleepy little town to witness and participate 
in an event that is gaining popularity every 
year. 

The canoe festival is not just about canoes 
nor is it about racing. The need to weave 
the significance of the cultures of the Kula 
trading ring into the three-day event was 
obvious. Visitors were not disappointed to 
see traditional dance groups performing 
side by side with youth theatrmee and string 
bands. 

In the festival programme distributed to 
visitors, the organisers explained that; "The 
Milne Bay canoes were traditionally used 
for purposes other than racing and this has 



got to be reflected in this year's festival. "It is 
very important that we display and reflect not 
only an experience during this festival but also 
shed a bit of light on the way we live and do 
things when it comes to canoeing; because 
that in essence, Is who we are." 

A whole week was spent assembling canoes 
that sailed from the islands and various villages 
along the coast plus two from other provinces. 

Trarlilio11al dancers fro111 Rabaraba. 

The Epepeoa (Epoi) from Esa-ala; decked 
Sailau from Dawson Island; non-decked Sailau 
from Samarai Island; Sailau from Paneati; 
Kukakuka from Wedau; Lopo from Alotau and 
the Nagega were amongst the notable canoes. 
Many of the participants lodged at the Festival 
Village which was built with thatched sago roof 
and timber near the Alotau market. 

A total of 50 canoes and about 1 000 
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participants registered for the festival including 
one canoe from Tufi in the Oro Province and 
another from Buka in the Autonomous Region 
of Bougainville. 

A traditional welcome ceremony began in 
the early hours on Friday 6th November in 
accordance with the canoe culture of Milne 
Bay. Like other societies in PNG, Milne Bay 
province is steeped in rich ritual environment 



----

bound by strict protocols. It is one of the few 
provinces that has a matrilineal society with 
land owned by women and passed down 
the generations through the female lineage. 
However, men lead the way during festivities, 
ritual and ceremonial practices. 

The haunting sound of the conch shell 
beckoned the transportation of pigs from 
nearby Rabe village to Alotau. The pigs were 
presented as gifts by the host villagers on the 
mainland to the visitor canoes that travelled 
from afar to participate in the festival. 

53 

Sailing and warrior canoes participate 
in the Canoe Festival. 

After that, the conch shells remained silent 
while the traditional Kula canoes were 
welcomed in the Kula way strictly under the 
Kula protocol and custom. 

The other canoes followed suit and pig 
distribution as a gesture of appreciation was 
conducted by the Rabe dancers under their 
own protocol. 

The highlight of the morning was the arrival of 
the dignitaries led by the Governor-General of 
Papua New Guinea, Grand Chief Sir Paulias 
Matane, on a Nagega canoe escorted by the 
Lopo (dugout war canoes) from Cameron club. 

Highly animated dancers greeted the 
dignitaries at the Festival village with 
enthusiasm and spear throwing, daring the 
visitors to a challenge. The spear lodged itself 
in the thatched roof of the VIP hut proving 
that the rousing welcome had indeed left an 
indelible impression. 

Speeches marked the official opening of the 
festival before the day's events unfolded. With 
the strong south-easterlies blowing onshore, 
sailors grappled with masts and skillfully 
dodged the white caps to announce their 
arrival. The long dugouts seemed equally as 
fierce as the charcoal-painted warriors who 
paddled them in rhythmic synchronicity to 
race to the shore. 



NeedtoUft, 
Pull,Lash 

orSecure? 
lhenwe 

have 
the right 
products 
you need! 

The significance of a canoe is recognised from the time a tree is 
selected, felled and dug out; to the way it performs on the ocean. The 
Panaeti islanders demonstrated this aptly in the "Waga Hilugwale", an 
initiation ritual done to christen a newly-built Sailau. Re-enactment of a 
war raid on a coastal village; exhibition of various paddling techniques; 
exhibition of loading procedures for a Kula voyage; laments and chants 
of the Kula voyage; and canoe races from Alotau to Gwalili village on 
the southern side of Milne Bay were also the order of the day. 
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At KS.OD, visitors could get a joy-ride on 
specified canoes. As is the custom of certain 
areas, women and children were not allowed 
within close proximity of some of the canoes. 

On Saturday evening, those who were able to, 
attended the Canoe Festival Ball at the Alotau 
International Hotel to taste the local cuisine 
prepared in traditional claypots and served 
in coconut leaf baskets. Heavy rain didn't 
dampen the spirits of the party revellers who 
moved into the Conference Room from the 
hotel waterfront. 

Meanwhile, back at the Festival Village, the 
Totem Night took place under the cover of 
thatched sago palm roofs. Every Milne Bay 
person belongs to a clan and every clan has 
a totem in the form of species of trees, birds, 
sea life or reptile. 

Each totem is associated with rituals and 
taboos. During the totem Night, people were 
invited to meet and greet others who may 
share the same totem species such as a bird 
or tree. 

The final festival day was dedicated to 
exchanging of gifts and food baskets between 
traditional Kula trading partners and between 
new found friends. The charm of such age-old 
traditions is quintessentially Milne Bay, and 
makes the Canoe Festival a must-see event. 

Undoubtedly, it is also the genuine warmth 
and generous spirit of the people that . ._ 
make Milne Bay a magical place. l..::JJ Warriors in the making. 

no waiting, no cable worries, portable and convenient, ... just connect. 

r(nother net..u Innovation -l'roM 1el,(0M PJ/G. 

For more information contact: 
Telephone (675) 300 4060 Facsimile: (675) 323 3653, 

Email: sales@telikompng.com.pg, Website: www.telikompng.com.pg 
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almost every corner of 

Papua New Guinea 
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"Forget the underwater shots - make sure 
you get me a photo of the parrot," Nina Joost 
of Diversion Dive Travel, Cairns, jokingly 
told Bos HALSTEAD after organising his trip to 
Lissenung Island at Kavieng. 

Bob Halstead n,eets the pat . 
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ne of the most annoying questions I 
get when I was captain of PNG's Telita 
dive boat - and usually in the middle 
of a tricky manoeuvre requiring all my 
concentration - was "how many kinds 

of parrots are there in this area?" This, along 
with "how high is that mountain over there?" 
and "what am I going to see on the next 
dive?", were eventually banned to preserve my 
declining sanity. 

Memories from Monty Python imaged a stiff, 
"just resting", lifeless bird I'd have to prop up 
on my shoulder with wire and duct tape. Well, 
blow me down, I think I'm going to shoot fish 
and aircraft wrecks, not parrots! But what I 
actually say is, "Sure thing Nina, I'll email it to 
you". 

At short notice, Nina had obtained a splendidly 
cheap Air Niugini fare departing Cairns late 
morning with a same day connecting flight 
to Kavieng, just two degrees south of the 
equator. The flight went via Rabaul so I had 
a thrilling chance to see the volcano that has 
been erupting since 1994. 

Air Niugini was on time, accepted my extra 
15-kilogramme free baggage for dive gear, 
and after a look-down at Osprey Reef in the 
Coral Sea, we were soon landing in Port 
Moresby. It is just an 80-minute flight. The 



PNG immigration and customs officers were their usual 
friendly, welcoming selves, and I was happy to be back 
in PNG. 

On my domestic flight to Kavieng, Rabaul's volcano was 
shooting ash a thousand feet in the air and our Fokker 
100 jet made a turn-around and the plume provided a 
magnificent view. 

Graham from the island's resort greeted me and 
drove me to the dock. Peni, the legendary dive guide, 
skippered the boat to Lissenung Island. We three had a 
pleasant banter as I dusted off my rusty Tok Pisin. 

The Lissenung Island Resort was built by Dietmar Amon, 
who came to PNG in 1996. His wife Ange greeted me 
on the beach and showed me to my ensuite cabin. I 
was expecting something humble, but the resort has 
upgraded to six charming ensuite duplex cabins, plus 
one budget cabin, and I was very comfortable. 

They have 24-hour power, fan ventilation, insect 
screening, and blissful peaceful tropical nights. No 
screaming kids - there is a minimum age for guests 
unless the whole resort is booked. 

The cabins are spread out in the tropical gardens and the 
pathways are laid in soft white sand that is raked daily. It 
is not necessary to wear shoes. Convenient washbowls Gralinm, Peni n11d Silas;,, the dive shop. 
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are arranged to avoid bringing sand into the rooms. Life here is a 
setting straight out of a Somerset Maugham story. Dining is more than 
a meal. Tropical fare, often with fresh fish and a selection of wines, 
induce conversations with fellow travellers. 

Characters with exotic pasts congregate in shared joviality. One guest 
always ducked if I raised my camera. Another whose home is in Europe 
was in remote wilderness out of reach of a searching wife. Yet another, 
well, my lips are sealed! All loved life and thirsted for adventure. 

The staff members were extraordinarily attentive and made the island 
lifestyle special. When I draped a damp shirt over a low palm to dry in 
the sun and forgot about it until it started to rain, I did not need to rush 
to save it, a gardener had already sheltered it on my verandah. 

Dive guides and boat handlers are enthusiastic, helpful and on time, 
and instructor Nozaki is full of fun - and she can cook too! 

Dive sites were discussed in the evening and booked for the next day. 
I particularly wanted to dive two aircraft wrecks that I failed to discover 
when I was operating Telita in Kavieng waters. 

"Deep Pete" Is a Japanese biplane in 37 metres of clear water, and 
"Stubborn Helllon" is an American B25 in, shall we say, visibility 
challenged water near mangroves. I was able to dive both, plus old 
favourites - the fabulous Albatross Pass and Planet Channel - with 
several other good reefs - and the house reef. 

Frankly, most "house reefs" are pretty ordinary and I was not expecting 
much, so, just to do my duty and check it out, I went for an afternoon 
snorkel. Oh boy! Within a few metres, I had bumped into schools 
of snapper, reefs spotting both hard and soft corals and sea fans, 
and plenty of interesting critters. The next day, even though the reef 
is shallow, 10 metres maximum, I got a tank and dived it properly. 
Visibility was clear enough and it was well worth the effort. It is a 
popular and easy night dive. 

Amon has a fine diver's eye for critters and has discovered a new 
species of allied cowry at Lissenung on a sea fan. It is proudly named 
Archivolva llssenungensis. He also discovered an olive shell that has Rooms i11 tropicnl gnrde11 se/li11g. 
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When travelling to PNG, 
select bemobile the number 1 network 
and enjoy the best coverage, the best 

quality and the best roaming rates. 
Stay in touch with your family, 

friends and work. 

Select "Network Options" then 
i "Manual" then Select PNG01 
~ or bemobile. 
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been named after him, Janaoliva amoni. Their 
dive map boasts 35 dive sites accessible from 
the island. Several fast boats are available and 
the drivers and dive guides load up all your gear 
stored (and washed) at the dive shop. 

Recent news is that some exceptional dive sites 
are to be added to the itinerary. These include the 
wreck of the Sanko Maru - a midget submarine 
discovered from Telita when we first dived here in 
1987 - and the famous Chapman's Reef, another 
of our discoveries, with its ringed barracudas 
featured in the April 1988 issue of the National 
Geographic. 

Lissenung's large dive boat Andiamo can take 
1 O divers for the longer cruise to Three Islands 
Harbour with a stay at Clement's guesthouse 
"Islands Escapade". A two-night stay allows four 
dives at these extraordinary sites, previously only 
accessible by live-aboard. 

Diving is the most popular activity at Lissenung. 
But if you do not dive, you can learn or go fishing, 
or surfing, make village tours, have a romantic 
holiday, get married - or even photograph the 
parrot! He is just part of the menagerie, and 
confused. He is very much alive and beautiful 
- but the dogs do the singing. Chivas and Missy 
start a chorus every time a boat turns up, but 
unfortunately neither can hold a tune nor sing in 
harmony. Yes, they are pop music fans. Perhaps 
that is why the parrot is silent. Some parrot! It . -41.. 
can't even chant "Pieces of Eight!" V 
• Bob and Dinah Halstead are pioneers of dive tourism 
in PNG - bob@halsteaddiving.com 
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Use it to withdraw cash 
- a BSP Debit Card 
is accepted at more 
than a million ATMs 
around the world 

You can use your own money to make purchases 
wherever Visa is accepted: 
• At over 24 million locations worldwide 
• At over 1,000,000 ATMs worldwide 
• For over the phone, online and overseas 

purchases 

The BSP Advantage 
Enjoy access to BSP ATMs, Phone and internet 
banking plus BSP branches and EFTPOS 

Call BSP Cards Centre 180 2000, 
visit www.bsp.com.pg or 
see us today at any BSP branch www.bsp.com.pg 



CORAL SEA HOTELS 
Comfort and convenience across Papua New Guinea II ~Frequentflyer 

www.coralseahotels.com.pg 
sales@coralseahotels.com.pg 

Coastwatchers Hotel (Madang) 

Ela Beach Hotel (Port Moresby) 

Gateway Hotel (Port Moresby) 

Highlander Hotel (Mt Hagen) 

Tel 422 2684 

Tel 321 2100 

Tel 327 8100 

Tel 542 1355 

Bird of Paradise Hotel (Goroka) 

Melanesian Hotel (Lae) 

Huon Gulf Hotel (Lae) 

Tel 531 3100 

Tel 472 3744 

Tel 472 4844 
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PNG Hosts 2010 
Miss South 
Pacific Pageant 

or the first time in its 24-year history, 
Papua New Guinea will host the Miss 
South Pacific Pageant in November. 

Founded in 1986 by the government of 
Samoa, the annual pageant has grown 
into a regional event that recognises and 
promotes the attributes, intelligence, 
talents, culture and tradition of young 
Pacific Islands women. 

Further, it uniquely promotes the South 
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Pacific and its holiday traditions. This 
marks the second year that a Melanesian 
nation will host the event following Fiji's 
turn last November. 

Reigning Miss South Pacific, Fiji's 

Merewalesi Nailatikau, is excited about 
visiting Papua New Guinea for the 
festivities. And it's not just to hand over 
the crown to the South Pacific's next 
ambassador. Until she was six, Nailatikau 



Thank you for your support ... tlie Sou//, Pacific beauties waving to the crowd. Photos: Isabelle Dina 

grew up in a little Papuan New Guinea 
highland town called Sopas where her parents 
served as medical missionaries. 

"I've never been back since then and have 
always wanted to return someday, so this 
would be a "homecoming" of sorts for me," 
she says. 

As the reigning Miss South Pacific, Nailatikau's 
duties include putting in appearances at the 
Pacific Pavilion at the Shanghai 2010 World 
Expo in China. 

But what she's most excited about is 
"returning" to Papua New Guinea to pass on 
the baton to her successor in November. 

Twenty-five-year-old Nailatikau beat 11 

other contestants from fellow Pacific Islands 
nations to be crowned the region's newest 
ambassador in the Fijian capital Suva last 
November. 

She dedicated her win to the people of the 
South Pacific while simultaneously raising the 
issue of climate change. 

"We must let the world know that a threat to 
one of us is a threat to the entire South Pacific. 

"No matter your race or culture, if you call 
the South Pacific home, you love this place 
and you want to work hard to make it a . -4'. 
better place, I dedicate this to you." V 
• For more information please contact admin@ 
misssouthpacificpng.com 
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A Century of Banking 

111 Mny 1910, Westpac Bank PNG, then known ns the 
Bn11k of New South Wales, opened the first commericnl 
bn11k i11 Port Moresby. Six weeks Inter, another branch was 
opened nt Samnrni (pictured) in response to increasing 
shipping and trade through the China Strait. 

t was 1910, and business was booming 
for Burns Philp, a successful company 
in Port Moresby and a customer of the 
Bank of New South Wales, now known as 
Westpac. 

In the absence of a bank in Papua New Guinea, 
Burns Philp found themselves providing 
banking services. The catch was they were 
not bankers, and eager to concentrate on their 
core business, they were keen to hand over 
all banking responsibilities to the Bank of New 
South Wales. 

As the story goes, two young men - Mr 

Nearly 100 years ago, two young men sailed into Port Moresby 
harbour to open the first commercial bank in Papua New 
Guinea. In doing so, they laid the foundations for a relationship 
that has weathered floods, volcanic eruptions, a world war, 

Pickering and Mr Sefton - were excited as they 
sailed into Port Moresby harbour to join the 300 
Europeans living in Papua New Guinea at the 
time. Bringing banking to Papua New Guinea, 
they opened the Bank of New South Wales' first 
branch in Douglas Street, Port Moresby, on 1 O 
May 1910. 

Six weeks later, another branch was opened 
at Samarai in response to increasing shipping 
and trade through the China Strait, and so the 
growth continued with agencies and branches 
opening in Rabaul (1926), Kavieng (1927), 
Salamaua (1929), Wau (1933) Madang (1937) 

and has been an integral part of the country's move to 
independence. 

ESCO LIMITED 
For a complete range of Wholesale Electrical Supplies 

Port Moresby 
P.O. Box 143, Boroko 
Ph: 325 5300 
Fax: 325 9020 

SOLAR WORLD' 
~ 

Email: admin@pom.esco.com.pg 

Lae 
P.O. Box 1806, Lae 
Ph: 472 1933 
Fax: 472 3043 

Rabaul / Kokopo 
P.O. Box 2153, Rabaul 
Ph: 982 9154 
Fax: 982 9170 

Mt Hagen 
P.O. Box 88, Mt Hagen 
Ph: S42 3073 
Fax: S42 2737 

Kimbe 
P.O. Box 99, Kimbe 
Ph: 983 4205 
Fax: 983 4214 
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and Boroko (1955). As Papua New Guinea has grown, Westpac has 
always been there. They opened branches in Wau and Bulolo to 
support the early gold mining and a branch at Mt Hagen to service new 
agricultural industries. They were there when the volcanoes erupted not 
once but three times in Rabaul in 1937, 1945 and 1994, and they were 
there when the country was invaded. 

Along came the war 

World War II brought an abrupt end to banking services in Papua New 
Guinea. The 29 Wales expatriate bankers who were in Papua New 
Guinea when the war broke out suddenly found themselves on the 
front line. 

Some made their way to Australia bringing valuable banking records 
and cash, others enlisted with the New Guinea Volunteer Rifles, a few 
were never seen again. 

Wau Bank Manager Bob Byrne was granted special leave by the New 
Guinea Volunteer Rifles to accompany the bank records and about Stg 
1900 in notes to Port Moresby and onto Australia. 

The coins, which were too heavy to transport, were locked in the strong 
room. The plane "Faith of Australia" was hastily reassembled. There 
was no time for testing, but Byrne safely arrived in Port Moresby on 25 
January 1942. 

Despite his clearance to travel, Byrne was arrested by military police 
and escorted back to Wau, where he joined his colleagues in the New 
Guinea Volunteer Rifles. Before returning to Wau, Byrne arranged for 
the bank records and notes to be transferred to Brisbane, ensuring that 
customers who had evacuated from New Guinea were able to access 
their records and to continue their banking relationship. 

In July 1942, Byrne received urgent instructions from the military to 
open the Wau strongroom as the silver was needed to pay the New 
Guinea carriers who supplied the cargo to the local commando unit. 

Brewed Locally. Loved Globally . 

...,_, ..... 
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A customer of Westpac's Goroko Brn11cl, proudly displays his new Bank of New Sou//, 
Wales' Sesqui-Ce11te11ary pass book i11 April 1967. 

"We want to pay our carriers - the Fuzzy Wuzzy Angels - but they won't 
take notes," said Major Fleay, commanding officer of the Kanga Force. 

With no keys, the only solution was to break into the safe. Using an 
oxy-acetylene torch, it took five hours to break into the stronghold and 
the carriers were paid. 

When the war ended, Westpac immediately returned to Papua New 
Guinea with their bank records and rebuilt their branches, many of 
which had been completely destroyed. 

What would you prefer? 

42% Tax 
or 

as low as 2% 

and income in AUD? 

Contact Aon Superannuation today 

chris.hagan@aon.com.pg or telephone 322 4544 

AON 



Belty Higgins, wi1111er of tl,e Dnltro11 E11trepre11e11r Awnrrl n11rl overnll wi1111er of tl,e 2009 Westpnc Wo111e11 i11 Business 
Awnrrls (111idd/e), pro11rlly nccepts her nwnrrl fm111 Jn11e Kittel, Ge11ernl Mn11nge1; Pncific Bn11ki11g n11rl Governor Powes 
Pnrkop !rigl,t) of ti,e Nntio11nl Cnpitnl District, Port Moresby. 

Since 1910 Westpac has provided banking 
services and financial training and education 
to thousands of people throughout the 
country. 

Customers have moved from passbook 
accounts with "make your mark" signatures, 
where they signed with a X and had a 
photograph in their passbook as identification, 

to using internet banking, credit cards and 
ATMs to access their accounts from around 
the country and across the globe. 

Since Westpac opened its first branch, it 
has been more than just a bank, it's been 
part of the community. Taking an active role 
in the ongoing development of Papua New 
Guinea, Westpac has embedded community 

involvement into their business model, so 
that it has become part of their business 
culture. 

Westpac are proud run the annual Westpac 
Women in Business Awards, which highlight 
the outstanding contribution women make 
to the development of Papua New Guinea. 
Now in their third year, the Awards have lead 
to the development of a Women's Business 
Network to progress the vital role of women in 
business. 

"Winning the Westpac Women in Business 
Award is a lifetime achievement. Living in a 
remote village, operating two businesses and 
knowing they are both sustainable, I always 
had hope. 

"I had a vision that Papua New Guinea will 
develop and it will be people like me who 
lay the foundation for future generations," 
said Betty Higgins, winner of the Daltron 
Entrepreneur Award and overall winner of the 
2009 Westpac Women in Business Awards. 

"My message to other women is that it can be 
tough, hard and conditions can be bad, but 
do not give up. Always have hope. Remember, 
it is our country. Each and every one of us 
has to contribute to the development of the 
nation," Higgins concluded. 

Today, there are nearly 380 Westpac Bank
PNG employees serving customers through 
Westpac's business operations and 
network of 16 branches across the 
country. 

~---· ,_.,,._,_w_,, oo_avAjlabll for pa~mo,,t tubteet lo Aoenl locat~, hours of operation, differences tn time zones and other applicable restrictions. See "To Send Money" form for restricUons. c 2009 Western Union Holdings. Inc. All rights reserved 
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BUILDING 
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PNG Forest Products provide project 
solutions for PNG and the South Pacific 
PNG's Ultimate Downstream Processing Company 
• Powered by Hydro 
• Utilizing sustainable plantation pine 

• A Ply Mill producing plywood to Australian standards 
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providing knowledge and skills that 

• Improve individual performance 

* Increase organisational productivity 

• Develop professional careers 

• Foster national development 

ToRobert Business Training centre 
PNti Management College 
Mlcronnance Competence centre. 
P.O.Box 1721, Port Moresby, NCD. Telephone: (675) 322 1000, Facsimile: (675) 321 2960 
Location: Vanama Crescent, Konedobu, NCD. 
Email: akanaga@ibbm.com.pg 
WJbSite: www.ibbm.com.pg 



On the Go 
PNG, 28 years later 
When one returns to a hallowed ground after a long 
absence, those first steps back are very important. It was 
therefore not a thoughtless process when my son and I 
returned to our adopted land after 28 years abroad. 

BY PAUL BRENNAN 
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n 1981, our family departed Papua New 
Guinea after 13 years of rich memories 
and indelible impressions. 

Then it was a farewell with tears of sadness. 
Now, it was a reunion with sheer joy as we 
descended the plane ramp ... first the right 
foot, then pulling back, following with the left -
a kind of respectful ritual that lets any observer 
know this is not mundane. 

The assembled musicians serenaded us 
with voices and guitars - never mind that we 
couldn't understand Motu. 

It was a welcoming party of the highest order, 
especially when they opened rank to let me 
blend my voice with theirs. We were back, 
and their smiles, music and body language all 
embraced our homecoming. 

Our return in September was prompted 
especially by the invitation from the Enga 
Province for me to participate in the opening 
of the Enga Cultural Centre. 

My son, now 45, couldn't miss such a golden 
opportunity to "tag along", so boarded Air 
Niugini's flight with me in Brisbane. 

He was only four when we first arrived in 1968; 
then, in his childish exuberance after landing 
on the tarmac in Port Moresby, exclaimed 



while looking out the window, "O boy, black 
kids!" 

So it was for the next 13 years, first in the 
Enga Province, and then the last three years 
in Port Moresby. Whom might we find? What 
might we see? What would our impressions 
be? The next two weeks would provide all the 
answers and more. 

Anyone accustomed to traffic like we who live 
in America, is struck immediately upon arriving 
with the feet going in many directions. PNG 
is a nation on the move, and the pedestrian 
traffic provides the mobility. 

Certainly, the cars, trucks and buses ply 
the major roadways, but it's the "wokabaut" 
that makes thing move. The sealed roads 
are busier now than ever - most have been 
widened and impressive new routes have 
been added. 

But it's the feet that carry the bulk of the 
cargo; from sun up to sun down, children 
are going to school, women are off to their 
gardens, men are in pursuit of jobs. Everyone 
seems to have a destination, ihough it's 
likely the unemployed are seeking whatever 
opportunity that might develop. 

With all of this footwear shuffling back and 
forth, it's not surprising, then, that the shoe 
cobbler trade has, so to speak, taken off. 
These ambitious, hard-working men position 
themselves alongside the market places, 
and, while you wait, will repair your slippers, 

Eric wit/, former swim club members Warwick Vele (left) all{/ Bena Ork /right). 

shoes, sandals, boots, whatever you might be 
wearing. 

They carry everything their trade demands 
- thread, needles, rubber inner tubing, glues 
and little stools for work benches. They don't 
tell you to come back in two weeks. But trust 
them, in an hour they'll be done ... all for maybe 
three to five kina! 

They aren't your typical shoeshine boys 
because in the tropics, shining is not primarily 
V>£hat you're looking for! 

With all of the foot traffic going on, it's 
impressive to see as well, the friendly energy 
that extends to the face. Pleasant greetings 
and friendly banter accompany most 
encounters, even among total stranger - a 
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trait solidly intact in the context of widespread 
change. 

On the sidewalks and in the market places, 
in public vehicles and stores, you are greeted 
warmly and your conversation is welcomed. 

Like a hand in a soft glove, Papua New 
Guineans usually take the initiative to be 
hospitable and supportive. Many teeth may 
now be stained by betelnut, but their smiles 
reveal an openness and easy-going manner. 

They are not put off by questions or picture
taking, but actually are complimented should 
you desire to so engage; after a few minutes of 
sharing - especially about family and children 
- rapport is quickly established, followed by a 
handshake or an embrace. 
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Many were the offers to carry my bag, to keep 
me from falling, to let me sit in the place of 
honour, to give me the first opportunity to 
speak. Nowhere did we come across rudeness 
or even arrogance. 

Among the Engans we were given gifts based 
on past and loyal friendships. Only in a few 
exceptional cases were ulterior motives 
attached to them. 

Such was this behaviour inherited solidly from 
the past; we remembered it and were duly 
impressed that it had not succumbed to either 
further education or western influence. 

If there are two words that remain firmly tied 
to traditional vocabulary, they are the words 
"go" and "come" - the two verbs that appear 
to have accompanied the combined actions of 
walking and friendliness. 

Like a verbal couplet, they speak of "going" 
and "coming". In some languages (like Enga), 
they were the closest expression to a formal 
greeting like "hello" and "goodbye". 

I was struck once again with how well 
preserved these handy labels are; everywhere 
we walked we heard them used. 

"Where are you going?" or "where have you 
come from?" are not so much inquiries as 
they are greetings or conversation starters. 
They certainly are not intended to pry or . '4ri. 
intrude. V 
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Kalibobo bamboo baud erpformi11g i11 Port Moresby i11 1978. Tfle group sold more tha11 10,000 albums popularisi11g this sn;le of music. 

Bamboo Bands Mark 
an Era in Madang Music 
BY PATRICK MATBOB 

If you attend an important event or a social 
occasion in Madang province today, you may still 
be entertained by a bamboo band. 
Bamboo band music was a major feature of the 
province in the 70s up until the mid Bos when this 
style of music faded into silence. At one stage, the 
province was identified with bamboo band music 
rivalling places like Bougainville and the Solomon 
Islands, where the style of music had its origins. 

Rlwo bamboo baud 
performi11gfor visitors 

to tfle village. 
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amboo music, however, is not 
foreign to Madang. The province 
is rich with abundant bamboo 
species that have numerous other 
uses apart from music. In the past, 

Madang had a variety of traditional bamboo 
music from some of its 164 language groups. 
Two distinct forms of traditional bamboo 
music are still found along the north coast and 
inland river areas and the hinterlands south 
of the province. The northern villagers used 
the large bamboo flutes in the sacred music 
associated with spirits while those in the south 
stamp hollowed bamboo trunks on the ground 
while dancing. Smaller v-notched bamboo 
flutes and the jaws harp are also popular 
bamboo music instruments used throughout 
the area. 

The modern bamboo bands were introduced 
to the province by Bougainville students at the 
Madang Teachers College in the early 70s. The 
bands consisted of guitars, ukuleles and sets 
of bamboos that accompanied the singing. 
The villages nearest to the college were first to 
use bamboos in their string bands. 

The recordings of the Madang Teacher College 
bamboo band were made popular by Radio 
Madang and it was not long before the style of 
music began spreading to outlying villages. 

The original bands were simple using limited 
bamboos in single sets and the player 
struck the bamboos with rubber thongs 
accompanying the guitars. In Madang, it 
was mainly the Bel language villages that 



Siar village bamboo band musicians show that they still have it. 

produced most of the bamboo band music. 
Groups from villages like Siar, Riwo, Malmal 
and Bilia did recordings with Radio Madang 
and the emerging commercial music studios. 
Other music groups in the outlying districts 
began adding bamboos to their string bands 
and soon the style of music became popular 
throughout the province. 

The 1970s was also the decade of 
independence and there were many occasions 
of celebrations which helped to promote 
bamboo bands. There were string band 
competitions and independence song contests, 
as well as celebrations of important political 
and social events. Two bamboo band groups 
from Madang stood out significantly during that 
period. The Melanesian Bamboo Band was the 
popular resident band of the Madang Resort 
and it had wide exposure performing at the 
resort or on the resort's tour vessels. 

The other group was actually formed out of 
the province in 1978 by Madang students 
attending Sogeri National High School. The 
Kalibobo bamboo band was formed as part of 
the cultural curriculum promoted at the school 
and entertained at various venues in Port 
Moresby. Kalibobo is the popular local name 
for the coast watchers' memorial in Madang. 
The band did a recording with NBC studios in 
Port Moresby in 1979 which sold more than 
10,000 copies earning the group a golden 
award. 

Two songs made popular by the bamboo 
bands were September 16 which was a song 

about independence and Wanpela Liklik Meri 
which was a light-hearted tale about a girl who 
enjoyed the bamboo band music so much 
on a PMV bus that she missed getting home. 
These groups did a lot to promote bamboo 
band music in Madang and thus the province 
began to be identified with this style of music. 

As the years progressed, variations of the 
bamboo rhythms began to emerge as more 
bamboos were added to the bamboo sets 
and the numbers of sets were increased. 
The rhythms were based on the variations 
of the popular rock and blues bass runs 
and it seemed the bamboo bands were set 
to develop further. However, Madang did 
not progress down the same path like the 
bamboo bands in the Solomon Islands and on 
Bougainville. 

In the early eighties another style of music 
began to hit the airwaves of PNG. These were 
the electric bands, commonly known in the 
country as pawa ben (power band), mostly 
playing cover versions of popular rock and 
country music. The pawa bens had existed 
well before the eighties in many parts of the 
country however, only few of the groups did 
any recordings. The early recordings were 
done on vinyl records and were not widely 
available throughout the country. But as 
technology developed, cassette tapes and 
portable tape recorders came on the market 
and that also helped recording studios to 
flourish in the country. 

In Madang interest in pawa ben music 
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began to grow following similar trends 
nationwide. Groups such as the YC and 
Tusbab High school bands, Kanagioi Brothers, 
Minofrets, Kool Figures and ldmon came 
on the scene. The Tumbuna Track studio 
was also established in the town and began 
concentrating on recording the pawa bens 
which were becoming popular. Tumbuna Track 
also promoted locally composed songs as 
opposed to cover versions of popular western 
songs. Early recordings of groups like Old Dog 
and The Offbeats, Kales and later Wali Hits 
which had major hit songs on radio shifted 
the interest to the pawa bands. Of course, the 
CHM Supersound programme on EMTV that 
promoted popular PNG music also played a 
role in developing an interest in pawa bens. 
Musicians also saw there was money to be 
made in this form of music through the sales 
of their recordings. 

In the meantime, the bamboo bands fell silent 
as the aging musicians of the 70s and 80s 
stopped performing and settled down. There 
are still a few places such as the Madang 
Resort where the Melanesian bamboo band 
remains a popular feature, providing the long 
established tradition for the guests. 

Today, the bamboo band musicians of the 
past still live in the villages and occasionally 
get requests to perform. When they regroup, 
they simply identify themselves as the 'golden 
oldies' and entertain with the music of an era 
that marked the end of colonialism and 
the beginning of a new future. ~ 



Swill, sniff, sip, spit 
BY SUSAN EAMES 

Swill, sniff, sip, spit. A professional wine taster 
follows this sequence when tasting, checking and 
blending the vintages. However, I quickly discovered 
that for any visitor on a wine tasting tour: swill, sniff, 
sip, swallow is allowed! 

86 

rench wine is renowned throughout the 
world and wine tours have always been 
popular with visitors to the country. France 

is said to be the highest producer of wines, 
averaging 7 to 8 billion bottles every year. 
Wine regions are scattered around the country 
and some date back as far as 600 BC. 

On 3rd September 1907, a decree in France 
declared their legal definition of wine as the 
"alcoholic fermentation of fresh grapes or of 
fresh grape juice". 

With strong motivation to maintain their 
reputation against competition from other 
European countries and new world producers 



like California, Australia and South America, French winemakers have 
had to adapt to new technologies. Protective of their origins, the use of 
specific terms such as Burgundy, Bordeaux and Champagne, now only 
apply to wines from those specific areas. 

I explored the wine industry in Bergerac - an area just east of 
Bordeaux. Although not as y;ell-known for its wines as its famous 
neighbour, I swiftly discovered that Bergerac can hold its own when it 
comes to producing quality wine. 

The Bergerac area has been producing wines since the thirteenth 
century. In 1254, Henry Ill of England gave special dispensation to the 
Bergerac wine producers which allowed them to sell their vintages 
toll and tax free at the ports of Libourne and Bordeaux, and tax free 
in England. The result of these privileges was an increase in the wine 
trade that greatly boosted the economy of Bergerac. 
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The city's strategic position on the Dordogne River was of great 
benefit. Barrels were shipped down river by freight carrying "Gabarres" 
- flat bottomed river barges. In Bergerac today reproduction Gabarres 
run river trips on the Dordogne. 

I joined a trip which leaves from the Port de Cadouin in Bergerac; the 
site of an eleventh century castle. A huge flood in 1615 which saw the 
Dordogne rise by 14 metres (about 45 feet) devastated the castle and it 
was demolished a few years later. The castle was flanked by two ports 
and the old slipways are still in evidence. The present Port of Cadouin 
was constructed in 1848. 



Grapes begi11 to ripen. 

From the river aspect, the town of Bergerac displays some beautiful 
old buildings, including the slate covered towers which surmount the 
former residence of the Kings of France and the former cloister of 
Recollets which now houses the CIVRB: the lnterprofessional Council 
for the Wines of the Region of Bergerac. 

The region produces 650,000 hectolitres of wine. Some 1,200 wine 
growers cultivate 12,300 hectares of land. Of these, 45 percent are 
independent growers and rest belong to a co-operative. 

Wine tours are a popular pastime for visitors to Bergerac. The chance 
to explore the glorious French countryside, visit some of the fabulous 
chateaus and indulge in a little wine tasting is irresistible to many. 

Gabnrres run river trips on the Dordogne. 
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Your Shipping Partner 

ea STEAMSHIPS SHIPPING 
Steamships have been shipping in Papua New Guinea for over 90 years. We operate a fleet of coastal 
vessels and specialise in estuarine and river trades in the Gulf and Western Provinces. Steamships provides 
short and long term vessel charters, and reliable cargo liner services using geared, multipurpose vessels. The 
company can also develop, implement and support inter-modal logistics shipping solutions, linked to land 
based services such as road transport, cargo handling and storage. 

In addition to owning vessels, Steamships is a shareholder and manager of stevedoring companies at seven 
of the country's ports, where it also operates the largest shipping agency business. As Swire Shipping's 

in-country representative, Steamships can offer a range of international shipping services to and from North 
and South East Asia, Australia, New Zealand, the Pacific Islands as well as fast East and West about round

-the-world services. All provided by flexible multipurpose-built ships offering container, bulk and triple deck 
hold configurations, gantry and slewing cranes designed specifically to carry a wide range of commodities, 

containerised and project cargoes. 

Steamships - our experience, capability and capacity make us the ideal shipping partner. 

Tel: +675 322 0400 I Fax: +675 321 2815 I www.steamships.com.pg 



T!tc CJ,n/en11 tie Mo11bnzillnc ... percl1erl 011 n /1illsirle wit/, sweeping views across 111iles of co1111trysirle. 

I visited the picture-postcard sixteenth 
century Chateau de Monbazillac, perched on 
a hillside with sweeping views across miles 
of countryside. The Chateau has changed 
ownership more than ten times over the 
centuries. It was purchased by the Co
operative of Monbazillac in 1960. 

Before I got involved in the wine tasting, I toured 
the Chateau. I found salons furnished with 
seventeenth century furniture, finely decorated 
ceilings, ornate fireplaces and collections of 
old books. The Hall of Craftsmen displayed the 
artefacts of the trades of the Cooper, Wheelright, 
Rope-maker and Clog-Maker because all these 

MOUNTAIN 
CATERING 

trades owed their existence to the cultivation 
of vineyards. The cooper constructed the oak 
casks to hold the wine, the rope-maker made 
huge ropes out of hemp to pull the barges, the 
wheelright built the carts which transported the 
casks to the barges, and the clogs were used to 
tread down the clay soil in the vineyards. 

The iPi Group's Mountain Catering is driven by pure passion to provide only 

the very best of large volume, innovative and exceptional Foodservice to its 

valued Clients. 

Holding full ISO 9001-2000 Quality Assurance Certification and HACCP 

Accreditation, Mountain Catering continually strives to enhance service 

and presentation standards along with exceeding consumer expectations. 
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Having the strength of the iPi Group of Companies behind our catering 

division, we offer a diverse Client base specialist and tailor made solutions 

for all Camp catering and foodservice needs. 

If quality and proactive involvement in your catering objectives is a must have, 

then Mountain Catering has the approach and the outcomes for your Project. 

iPi Mountain Catering Limited 

P.O. Box 795 Lae, Morobe Province, PNG 

Ph: (+675) 475 1400 Fax: (+675) 475 1417 

Email: iPiGroup@iPiGroup.com.pg 

www.lPiGroup.com.pg 
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I found the cellars the most interesting of all. In 

The Hall of Bottles, a display cabinet showed 

a collection of the bottles used over time in 
Monbazillac. The Chateau Kitchen with huge 

fireplace, bread oven and larder dating back 
to the thirteenth century was fascinating. The 

Wine Museum displayed implements used 

in vine cultivation and information about the 
specific characteristics of the Monbazillac 
wines. 

concentration of sugar in the grapes and gives 
the wines their distinctive sweet bouquet. I'm 
not a great lover of sweet, dessert wines so I 
tried the least sweet vintages. 

It was time to indulge in a little wine tasting. 
The white Monbazillac wines are very sweet. 
This is due to a fungus - botrytis cinerea - the 
origin of the "noble rot" which increases the 

Swill, sniff, sip, swallow. Swill, sniff, sip, 
swallow. Delicious. And how pleased I 
was that I didn't have to spit any out! 
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MOUNTAIN 
TRANSPORT 

iPi Transport is singularly the only PNG based haulage operator which has full 

ISO 9001-2000 Quality Assurance Certification and this is at the forefront of our 

extensive suite of professional industry qualifications. We are dedicated and 

committed industry leaders in specialist bulk fuel and dry cargo movements. 

Providing innovative and tailored transport, warehousing and storage and 

logistics solutions for our valued Clients is the very essence of our proactive 

and responsive culture. 

Whether it be shifting oceans of fuel requirements per day into some of 

the most remote parts of PNG or moving general dry freight along many 

of PNG's most traversed routes, iPi Transport provides both the answers 

and the opportunities. 

Moving forward is the only direction iPi Transport takes ... 

iPi Mountain Transport Limited 

P.O. Box 795 Lae, Morobe Province, PNG 

Ph: (+675) 475 1400 Fax: (+675) 475 1417 

Email: iPiGroup@iPiGroup.com.pg 

www.iPiGroup.com.pg 
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Our strong team of specialists at QBE Papua New Guinea have been providing tailored insurance 

solutions based on unmatched local knowledge and regional expertise. 

We understand the environment in which you operate and the specific risks you face. We are backed 

by the QBE regional network and global financial strength. Quick thinking, fast acting. That is why our 

skills can help you or your business get back to normal in the shortest possible time. For customised 

insurance solutions contact your insurance adviser or visit our website at www.qbe.com.pg 

QBE Insurance (PNG) Limited 
e-mail: info.png@qbe.com 

Port Moresby 
Tel: +675 321 2144 

Lae 
Tel: +675 472 1627 

A 
QBE 

Kokopo 
Tel: +675 982 9396 

COMMERCIAL PACKAGE • INDUSTRIAL SPECIAL RISKS • CONTRACT WORKS • WORKERS' COMPENSATION • 
PUBLIC LIABILITY • PROFESSIONAL INDEMNITY • DIRECTORS & OFFICERS' • MEDICAL & REPATRIATION • 

SPECIALIST MARINE • MARINE CARGO & COMMERCIAL HULL • MARINE PLEASURECRAFT • 
HOME AND CONTENTS • MOTOR VEHICLE 
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SEETO KUI (HOLDINGS) LIMITED 
0 P.O. Box 456, Lae. Morobe Province. 0 P.O. Box 1405, Boroko. NCO. 

Papua New Guinea Papua New Guinea 
Phone: (675) 4721111 Phone, (675) 325 4700 
Fax: (675) 472 1335 Fax: (675) 325 4474 
Email: sklae@seetokui.com.pg Email: skpom@seetokui.com.pg 

SOLE DISTRIBUTORS: 

OLAE 
Phone: (675) 472 4177 
Fax: (675) 472 3629 
PO Box 954, Lae. Aircorps Rd. 
Papua New Guinea 
Email: mpslae@seetokui.com.pg 

0 PORT MORESBY 
Phone: (675) 325 6734 
Fax: (675) 323 4901 
P.O. Box 1405, Boroko. Ahuia St. 
Papua New Guinea 
Email: mpspom@seetokui.com.pg 

Agency Distributors and 
Grocery Wholesalers 

established in Papua New 
Guinea for over 60 years. 

Please contact our friendly 
staff for all your enquries. 
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caroma 
Systems & Solutions 

_..,. Telephone: 
(675) 472 2388 

CLARK 
SINKS 

Fax: (675) 472 2824 HARDWARE 

Fax: (675) 472 2128 STATIONERY 

BllDA® 

LEADING SUPPLIER OF 
HARDWARE, PLUMBING, 
BUILDING MATERIALS & 
ELECTRICAL PRODUCTS 

P.O. BOX 1478, KISERE ST. LAE PAPUA NEW GUINEA EMAIL: bowmans@seetokui.com.pg 
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Singapore is an exciting 
melting pot of food and 
culture, and proudly boasts 
some of the world' best 

food experiences. 

In 2009, the city hosted the 
prestigious annual World Gourmet 
Summit, attracting well-known 
Michelin-starred chefs and 
Masterchefs to create one of the 
city's tastiest events ever. 

And, of course, there is the annual 
Singapore Food Festival, which 
takes place every July, and enjoys 
international regard. 

Singaporeans have long been known 
for their obsession with cooking and 
eating out. And now more and more 



P,-ivate dining room at the Raffles Culinary Academy. 

visitors want a piece of the action too - immersing themselves into the 
mix by attending local cooking classes, to learn from revered locals and 

world-renowned resident chefs. 

Cooking schools and academies have sprung up all over the city to 
cater to the growing demand, providing half-day lessons to diploma 
level courses. Here are some of Singapore's tastiest schools. 

Coriander Leaf Cooking Studio 

The Coriander Leaf specialises in fusion food. Think Singaporean meets 
Burmese, Indian, Lebanese, Mediterranean, Moroccan, Pakistani, 
Persian, Thai, Turkish and Vietnamese. Phew. 

And it all tastes a treat. The focus is on casual home style cooking 
Which you can easily replicate at home. 

The three and a half hour-hands-on Morrocan Feast includes Moroccan 
pumpkin soup scented with cumin, Pastilla - pastry layered with herbed 
chicken and almonds, Tagine Barragog - tagine of lamb with prunes, 
spicy Moroccan prawns, herbed couscous, and Kunefe, which is kataifi 
Pastry with baked cheese filling and sugar syrup. Yum. 

The Coriander Leaf Cooking Studio is located at 3A Merchant Court 
#02-03, River Valley Road, Clarke Quay, Singapore. Classes run three 

times a week. 
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Prices range from $S120 to $S130 for feasting sessions. 

Phone +65 6732 3354 or visit www.corianderleaf.com 

Raffles Culinary Academy 

It makes perfect sense that one of the city's best cooking schools 

be located in one of the world's best hotels, Raffles. The prestigious 
Raffles Culinary Academy offers a variety of cooking and specialty 
classes with topics as varied as wine, home dining and oyster and foie 
gras appreciation. 

The 4 hour hands-on Seafood Favorites feast, helped along by 
a respected hotel chef, culminates in the devouring of a spread 
consisting of sauteed squid with lemongrass chilli garlic sauce, baked 
seawater prawns with scallion ginger, and pan-seared seabass fillet 
with spicy Thai curry. The private dining room, spiced up with flamingo
pink, is equally divine. 

The Raffles Culinary Academy is located at 1 Beach Road, Singapore. 
Classes run almost daily. 

Prices for feasting sessions range from $S120 to $S140. 

Phone +65 6412 1256 or visit www.raffleshotel.com 
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Cookery Magic 

If you like the idea of cooking in 
someone's friendly kitchen rather than 
a swish affair, then Cookery Magic is 
for you. 

Ruqxana runs classes in her home 
where she teaches the secrets of Asian 
cooking in a friendly atmosphere, with 
class sizes no larger than eight people. 

Her specialties include Malay, Indian 
and vegetarian. The classes vary from 
3-hour hands-on cooking and feasting 
sessions to 3-hour demonstration 
cooking, where you eat the food too. 
Visits to local markets and spice shops 
can also be arranged. 

The Malay class includes the 
devouring of turmeric rice, grilled 
fish in banana leaves and one of 
Singapore's most popular dishes, 
samba! kangkong - a delicious 
concoction of vegetables, prawns and 
chillies. 

Address is given at time of booking. 
Courses run daily. 

The demonstration cooking costs 
between $S65-$S85 per person and 
the hands-on classes cost $S110. 

Phone +65 6348 9667 
or visit www.cookerymagic.com 



Shermay's Cooking School 

Singapore's cooking personality, Shermay Lee, is 
the name behind this successful cooking school 
and retail experience. 

The award winning author runs courses in her 
state-of-art kitchen stainless steel kitchen. While 
she focuses on her traditional Singaporean 
cuisine, she enlists the help of guest chefs, 
including three starred Michelin chefs, to present 
new and interesting takes on Asian and Western 
foods. 

The sessions, which change monthly, can 
include British pub food, cupcake and chocolate 
workshops, and pastry making. 

The European brunch demonstration and food 
tasting treat includes leek and pear soup, dill 
scones with smoked salmon and caviar, roast 
poussins, couscous with preserved lemons, and 
young chickens seasoned with Mediterranean 
flavours. Finishing with a light chiffon-style lemon 
cake. 

Shermay's Cooking School is located at Chip 
Bee Gardens (Holland Village), Blk 43 Jalan 
Merah Saga #03-64, Singapore. Classes usually 
run Friday, Saturday, and Sunday afternoons. 

The demonstration and food tasting classes run 
for 2-4 hours and costs between $S89-$S159 per 
person. Hands-on workshop, which includes a box 
of goodies to take home, costs S$119-S$159. 

AIR NIUG/NI DESTINATION SINGAPORE 
At-Sunrice Global Chef Academy 

The At-Sunrice Global Chef Academy is 
aptly located on the site of Singapore's first 
spice garden, Fort Canning Park, created 
in 1822. 

For the more serious minded, you can roll 
up your sleeves for an accredited diploma 
course - taking from 3 months to 2 years 
to complete. Or take one of the fun short 
sessions. 

One of the experiences is an exploration 
of the beautiful sCpice garden where 
you hand-pick spices (the fresh basil is 
intoxicating) for the pounding and creation 
of a spice paste in the kitchen, followed by 
a delicious morning tea. 

The hands-on cooking session includes 
the creation of three dishes in a variety of 
cuisines taught by the academy's chefs -
who are Chinese, Indian, Malay, Singaporean 
and Thai - spicing it up on all levels. 

At-Sunrice is located at Fort Canning 
Centre, Fort Canning Park, Singapore. 
Courses run on demand. 

Prices range from $S40 for the 2.5 hour 
Spice Garden Walk and Tea Reception to 
$S107 for the four-hour hands-on cooking 
and lunch. 

Phone +65 6336 3307 

Phone +65 6479 8442 or visit www.shermay.com Cooking at At-Sunrice Global Acarfe111y. or visit www.at-sunrice.com 
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Fruit displny nt t/ie Si11gnpore Food Festivnl. 

Singapore Food Festival 

And don't forget the Singapore Food Festival, 
which is a showcase of the city's culinary 
delights. Every style and tastebud is catered 
for, including traditional hawker fare, seafood 
banquets and elegant high-end dining. 

Beautiful tropical fruit arrangements are on 
display, along with live seafood in large purpose 
built tanks. Cooking workshops spring up all 
over the city. And look out for free food tastings. 

The festival is chance to indulge in the 
multiculturalism of Singapore via its mouth
watering flavours. 

Mix up the famous Singapore Chili Crab with 
ethnic cuisine from Chinatown, Little India and 
the Muslim quarter, Kampong Glam, for Malay 
dishes. Aromas and taste sensations don't come 
much better than this. 

At night, colourful street celebrations rule. 
And along Singapore River Market, the 
restaurants, cafes and bars are abuzz with 
constant gastronomical partying. Happy 
eating!The festival takes place every July for 
two weeks. _._ 

Visit www.singaporefoodfestival.com U 

'3Air Niugini flies to Singapore. 

FOR EVERY DAY COMPUTING 
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BITUMEN, BRIDGES & CIVIL ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS 

P.O. Box 1554, LAE PNG. Ph: (675) 475 7444 Fax: (675) 475 7398 
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Pacific Nations can make a difference 

We welcome you to our first 20 l O edition, in the first year of a new decade which we wish to see as the decade when we travelers 
of the world follow our conscience in the knowledge that "think-tanks" of Corporate or Governmental Organisations can only 
present us with options and choices over the broadest basis of interests and activities. 
Never clearer has this realisation been demonstrated than during the all consuming debate on our still painfully real Global 
Financial Crisis and its Twin - the Global Warming scenario. 
All overnight, values and believes in technologies which were the platform for a more livable and indeed healthier life in many 
parts of our World, became the focus of all evil and needed to be re-placed with scientifically proven technologies which are 
more efficienct, more effective and much better for our Life. Really? Allow us to add another acronym into the debate, then. 

BPS stands for "Baileys Performance Solutions", an organisation founded by S Bailey in 1976 which has become by now the leading 
Australasian Company exclusively dedicated to meticulously re-create Power and Emission Levels in Diesel Engines to "as Factory 
new Standards" and nominated partner member of the Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Program for the Pacific Region. 

Diesels with their immense mobility and convincing energy to power conversion ratio, together with their longevity engineering 
have found their way into every core industry: locomotives, marine vessels, transportation vehicles, powerstations, construction 
equipment etc. etc. operating across the Australasian Region. And not having to contain emissions from Coal fired Power Plants, it 
is the Diesel Engine Technology which gives the Pacific Region and its Islands a solid, manageable and commercially viable future. 
Surprise? 

Did you know that Diesel Engines have "only" improved in their actual fuel consumption level calculated on KW/h output by 5 to 
l 0% at best over the past 20+ years. The Oil Crisis in the 70ies and the GFC in the 80ies helped a lot to improve efficiency when it 
comes to factory new fuel consumption values which are engineered into these big Diesels since then. 
Did you know that literally every Diesel Engine we assessed over the past 3 years in the Australasian Region with an age profile of 
25 - 5 years after installation date offered between 15 - 25% fuel and emission savings potential simply due to "inconsistant" and 
at times "misguided" after sales service? Right - The key to Clean Diesels is not more technology - it is the maintenance of existing 
Technologies to provide "as factory new ratios between 

*Fuel * Air and *Compression 
BPS are specialists in refurbishing all Fuel Injection and AirCharging Components AND calibrate their Orchestral Play of Billions of 
workcycles over say l 2,000 Operating Hours between service intervals at your Worksite. 

The savings in fuel goes into the millions of dollars alone over a 12 months operating period, easily funding maintenance and 
refurbishment costs for the fuel injection systems - and leaves a lot of funds for "progressive investments into the future (we also 
provide funding solutions as a start up program to work with you). 

That's why the Pacific Region has so much potential to show the World how effiecient it can be, how much less fuel it needs to 
consume and how little emissions their Assets actually emit - and how much money they can save on the travel to a new World. 
The Pacific Way. 
It is a matter of choice - a matter of conscience: meet us on www.baileysperformance.com.au or alternatively www.regle.info or call 

~ 93ai¼ 
on 61 (0)2 4272 2600 



Unforgettable 
Undara 
BY RHODA BENNETT 

Unless you are a geologist like me, you probably don't think a 
lot about what lies below the surface of the landscape. 

Looking at a view is one of my favourite things to do. And 
recently, I visited a place where not only is there a stunning 
view above ground, but also a fascinating one underneath 
• they call it the Undara experience. 

The Snvamin/1 Way. 
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rom Cairns, it takes about half a day to 
drive to Undara. The drive is an easy one, 
up from the coast at lnnisfail to Ravenshoe, 

the highest town in Queensland, and on down 
the Savannah Way to the thermal area of lnnot 
Hot Springs and Mt Garnet. 

Passing through the 40-mile Scrub National 
Park, I take note of the beautiful bottle trees 
along the sides of the road. The turn off to 
Undara is 38km before Mt Surprise. 

The Undara Volcanic National Park lies 2500ft 
above sea level on the Great Dividing Range. 
To get a 360-degree view of the volcanic 
plateau we climb up to the rim of the Kilkani 
crater. 

A myriad of volcanic cones punctuate the 
ocean of gum trees. The Undara volcano 
lies about 20km away, and is not particularly 
impressive. 

But what strikes me are the obvious darker 
strips of foliage which provide the clue of what 
lies beneath. Creeping out from Undara is a 
meandering dotted line of darker bush that 
runs for 160km north west to the sea. These 
patches of semi-evergreen vine thicket (or 
dry rainforest) indicate the ancient lava tubes 
beneath. 

As sections of the lava tube have collapsed 
from erosion and earthquakes, the dry rain 
forest has grown up in the cavities which are 
much cooler and moister than the land above. 

It is 35 degrees as we start the short walk 
down into the tubes. Gradually the air 
becomes cooler, dropping at least 1 0 degrees 
by the time we enter the first cave - it's like 
air-conditioning! 



Our guide tells us that the Undara region 
is regarded as the traditional country of 
the Ewamian Aboriginal people. It is likely 
that they passed through during the dry 
season and used these caves as temporary 
accommodation (perhaps as a way to escape 
the scorching temperatures above). The 
evidence of ancient Aboriginal occupation 
includes stone artefacts. 

In the wet season, the collapsed sections 
of the tube act like huge drain holes for 

View from Bluff 
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the savannah, filling with water. The tube is 
round, but mud and silt has filled the bottom 
so it appears to have a flat floor. The highest 
accessible tunnel section is 19 metres high. 
So far, researchers have not been able to 
determine how deep the tube is below this 
'floor'. 

Lava tubes exist in other places in Australia 
and in other countries, but Undara is the 
longest lava flow from a single volcano. 
They estimate that the volume of lava which 
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flowed from the Undara eruption was 23 cubic 
kilometres, or enough to fill Sydney harbour 
three times over. The lava tubes were formed 
by a river of molten rock snaking its way 
gradually downward. 

While the surface cooled and formed a crust 
the lava river beneath kept flowing reaching 
further from the crater. Finally, when the 
eruption stopped, the lava flowed out from 
the far end of the tubes leaving hollow tunnels 
hidden beneath the burnt land. 



In contrast to the dry eucalypt woodland 
above, the caves feature moss-covered rocks, 
fig tree trunks, ferns and tangled vines. Some 
of the cavities and depressions are also home 
to unique plant and animal life including 
insects and bats, due to their isolation and the 
habitat. 

-- ..J\ 

~ 
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SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY LTD 
YOUR NATURAL CHOICE 

For more information please visit 

our website: 

www.cloudybay.com.pg 
Or Email: 

info@cloudybay.com.pg 
Head Office: 

PO Box: 505, 
PORT MORESBY, 
Papua New Guinea 

Tel: (675) 328 1189 / 325 4865 
Fax: (675) 325 3489 

In particular the caves environment has high 

levels of carbon dioxide, stagnant air and high 

relative humidity. The tube walls are formed 

from huge chunks of basalt in'terlocked like 

a three dimensional jigsaw puzzle with the 

inherent strength of an arch. 

The thickness of the tunnel 'roof' varies 
considerably, ranging from half a metre to 8 
metres deep. Minerals have coloured the rocks 
green and pink in places and there are ragged 
scars on the walls which indicate changes in 
lava flows. 

Above ground, huge granite outcrops 
punctuate the landscape. Climbing to the top of 
one, I wonder about the processes that formed 
this incredible landscape, and contemplate the 
peacefulness of the endless sea of green. In 
the cooler late afternoon we explore one of the 
many self-guided walks in the national park. 
There is plenty of wildlife around, including 
kangaroos, wallaroos, lizards, birds and 

Looking for top quality timber products 
and first class service? 
At Cloudy Bay Sustainable Forestry Ltd we pride ourselves on the consistent quality 
and uniformity of our manufactured PNG timber products for supply to private house 
builders, development companies, construction companies, self-build contractors, 
shop fitters and to the general public. Our products are manufactured for residential 
and commercial purposes and our range includes: 

Timber products: • Rough sawn • DAR (dressed all round) • Mouldings 
• Kiln Dried and Pressure Treated products 

Joinery products: • Entrance doors • Kitchen cabinets • Stair cases 
• Bespoke Furniture Range 

Building Solutions: • Prefabricated Environmentally Friendly Timber Frame Kits 
• Tailor made to suit your budget 

'limited to floor plan and elevation 
• Free designs by in-house architect* 
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Railway carriage rooms. 

butterflies. At night we look for frogs, and even 
in the dry season we find five different species. 

There are 69 entrances to the tubes, but 
only 8 of these are visited by the public. 
For conservation and safety reasons, you 
must visit the lava tubes with a guide. A two 
hour introductory tour runs twice daily in 

the wet season and 4 times daily in the 
dry season from April to October. For the 

more adventurous, a half day or full day 
tour provides the opportunity to visit more 

sections of the lava tube. Accessing the 
tubes is easy on boardwalks with staircases 
down into the caves. 

Level 1 A.N.G House Hunter Street Port Moresby Tel: 321 1860 
Brian Bell Homemaker Centre Gordons Port Moresby 

www.houseofgeminl.com 

'_'We _know inance in Payua :New (j 

Commercial Loan 
Leasing Finance 

Personal Loan 

CommE:rcial Prop,erty Finance . . 
Motor Loans 

• I ~ _.. . .J 1, , 

Term Deposits'• 

~,II,-<~±);, 
ro1 lu!. JT.l ff-A 

•Port Moresby: 325 4209 • Mt Hagen: 542 1492 • Goroka: 732 3504 • Kokopo: 982 8340 
Commercial Finance Centre: 323 0942 Head Office :323 2399 

www.fincorp.com.pg 
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U11dnrn Lavn Lodge ... cnlers for nil types of trnve/lcrs. 

• 
Transparts International ---.~---•·• 

Phone: 472 4447 or 479 4447 
Fax: 472 5557 

Mobile: 687 6636 
Email: transparts@global.net.pg 

or sales@transparts.com.pg 
PO Box 308 Lae 

Cnr Milfordhaven Rd & Malaita St. 

~HENDRICKSON m !1..• Genul<lelbns 

YORK 
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The Undara Lava Lodge caters 
for all types of travellers - from 
caravan and camping sites to a 
permanent tent village, cabins or 
beautifully restored train carriages 
with ensuite bathrooms. 

There is a restaurant and bar, and 
frequent evening activities around 
a campfire. The resort even has a 
small pool to cool down when it 
is really hot. Twice a year, outdoor 
concerts are held at the lodge. 

In April, the 'Outback Country, 
Rock and Blues' event provides 
entertainment over three days, 
while in October, 'Opera in the 
Outback' involves two evening 
concerts. These popular events 
are booked out up to a year . ,4ii,. 
in advance. V 
• The Undara Volcanic National 
Park is 275km south west of 
Cairns. Tour bus day trips are 
available from Cairns or you can 
self-drive. For more information, 
see the following links: 
www.undara.com.au; www. 
innothotspringspark.com; www. 
bedrockvil/age.com.au 

f3Air Niugini flies to Cairns 
daily. 
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230 MW of power lo the region's • 
lllining and m~rine industries. 
Wartsila's service centre on Motukea Island, provides OEM 
and non-OEM 

and to support our customers 
throughout the lifecycle of their installations. 

We provide the broadest portfolio and best services in the 
industry for both ship power and power plants. We offer 
expertise, proximity and responsiveness to all customers 
regardless of their equipment make. 

Wartsila in Papua New Guinea: 
PNG Dockyard, Porebada Road, Motukea Island 
PO Box 379, Port Moresby 121 NCO 

Email: steve.jones@wartsila.com 
Tel: +675321 8160 
Fax: +675 321 8169 

WAl(TSILA 



'ALLO, 'ALLO -
Pen.ang Style 

BY SALLY HAMMOND 

PHOTOGRAPHY: GORDON HAMMOND 

"' Allo' 7 • Allo' ! What you 
want pay? I give you very 
good price I" 
Their voices chase me as 
I slowly climb the steps 
towards Kek Lok Si, the 
largest Buddhist temple 
complex in Malaysia, and 
whenever I pause, they 
shout again, "'Allo'? Five 
dollar? OKI" 

here are hundreds of steps leading to this 
most ornate of temples combining Chinese, 
Thai and Burmese architecture. At the end 
of the climb is the magnificent temple of 
the 10,000 Buddhas, and a tortoise pond 

where dozens of the creatures plod around 
in a swampy soup, tussling each other for 
strands of water weed. Crowned by a thirty
metre, seven-tier pagoda - Ban Po Thar 
- every Penang visitor writes this place on their 
must-see list. 

Every bit as fascinating as the glittering 
red and gold and blue edifice at the top 
are the steps lined with dozens of trader's 
stalls selling every possible temptation 
- copywatches, fake designer clothes, ersatz 
French perfume, makeup, shoes, fans, shell 
jewellery, souvenirs. You could (and I did) buy 
all your take-home presents right here and 
spend little more than a couple of hundred 
ringgit. 

You must understand the process: touch 
something and the eagle-eyed attendants will 
notice instantly and assume you are hot to 
buy it. 

"You li-i-ike?" they will croon. And then it is 
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on. Name a price. A ridiculous price. A third of 
what you would be prepared to pay. They 'II 
roll their eyes, look hurt and surprised at your 
lack of discernment, and treble your offer. The 
game has begun. 

If you really want that seed pearl necklace or 
leather sandals, play on. Even if you pretend 
to walk off sadly shaking your head, muttering 
'too much, too much', they will follow you 
halfway to the temple - "'Allo? 'Allo ... " And 
they know they can catch you on the way 
down again too. 

Penang is a 285 square-kilometre jewel of an 
island in the Straits of Malacca, pinned just 
off the northwest lapel of peninsular Malaysia. 
The name means 'Island of Betel Nut'. There 
are many of these palms on Penang and 
sometimes you will see the reddened teeth of 
confirmed betel nut chewers. 

Here, in 1786, the first British trading post 
in the Far East was established. Even today, 
commerce and trade feature at all levels right 
to our friends on the temple steps. 

Like the rest of Malaysia, Penang's climate 
is tropical and often stormy, with most days 



punctuated by a downpour that clears the air 
and cools everything temporarily, but leaves 
the narrow and winding roads steaming. 

Georgetown, the capital, is a modern 
swarming city, with a British Colonial accent. 
Here the streets are jammed with pedestrians 
and bikes, bicycle-propelled trishaws and 
leftover lorries from another era. While you'll 
find department stores as classy as any in 
Singapore, with hours extending till 1 0pm 
each night, the smaller street-level traders 
with names as colourful as their wares are the 
places to browse. 

While the central 'heritage' part of Georgetown 
is now UNESCO-protected, unable to be 
changed, the rest of the capital and much 
of the eastern side of the island is punching 
upwards with high rise apartments and 
shopping centres. 

Surprises are everywhere. One day, rounding 
a corner we almost fell onto an ornate stage, 
brilliant with gold lettering and scrolls, red 
hangings and intricate decoration. A moment 
later the music began, and we hot-footed to a 
respectable distance from the clashing gongs 
and cymbals. 

AIR NIUG!N! DESTINATION KUALA LUMPUR 

Pena11g ... is a 285-sq kilometre jewel of an 
island in the Straits of Malaca. A suspension 
road bridge connects Pe,zang to the mainland 
of Malnysia at Butterwortl,. Opened in 1985 
and 13.5 km in lengti,, the bridge is one of the 
longest in the world. 

One of the many beautiful sI,rines of the Khek Lok Si Temple, Penang. 

Because of the long period of British rule in 
Malaysian, many people speak English, and 
there are regular English newspapers, TV 
programmes and•signs. Bahasa Malay, the 
language of Malaysia, has similarities that 
make understanding them much easier too. 

However, food is a language, we all understand. 
And Penang is perhaps the best place to taste 
the cuisine which is a perfect blend of the 
ethnic mix of Malaysia - Malay, Chinese and 
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Indian - at the crossroads of trade and travel. 

Here you can dawdle at hawkers' stalls rich 
with pungent mysterious flavours. Look for 
these in laneways such as Lorong Bahru 
and try Penang laksa, mee rebus, Hokkien 
noodles, fresh fish grilled before your eyes, or 
collect some friends and grab a round formica 
table right on the footpath and stoop over 
a steam boat, dipping skewers of meat and 
vegetables into the broth. 
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The fruit is ,nninly grown for research, but sufficient is reserved for visi
tors to sn111ple from trnys of freshly picked snmples. 

Fruit is everywhere. In season there are mangosteens, 
pearl-white inside their purple shells, hairy red or yellow 
rambutans with flesh like lychees, pomelo, jackfruit, and 
fresh coconuts, chopped open and served with a spoon 
for the slippery soft flesh, and a straw for the cooling 
water. Best of all is the 'king of fruits', the much-maligned 
durian. Get past its supposedly offensive odour, and 
savour its wondrous creamy golden flesh. 

Penang, just 35 minutes flying time from Kuala Lumpur, 
and not much more from Singapore, is virtually on the 
doorstep of any Asian stopover. We usually pick up a 
rental car and travel independently. A round-the-island 
drive takes only a couple of hours and there is much to 
see. South of Georgetown, is the famous Snake Temple 



where venomous reptiles, dopey with 
incense, coil around anyone or anything. 

On the western side you will see fruit 
plantations, nutmeg and clove trees, 
roadside stalls and native kampungs 
(villages). In the north you can explore a 
fishing village, the world's first tropical 
butterfly park, the dazzling beaches of 
Batu Ferringhi, and the 33-metre reclining 
Buddha in a temple with a name almost as 
long: Wat Chayamankalarum. 

Poking into the clouds in Penang's centre, 
is the 821-metre Penang Hill, made 
accessible by a funicular railway. The half
hour almost vertical ascent yields fabulous 
views if you're game to look, and the air 
at the top is many degrees cooler than 
sweltering Georgetown spread below. 

Whatever you do, don't leave Penang 
without a trip, however brief, to the 
Botanical Gardens, thirty hectares of 
flowers, jungle, and monkeys. 

I can resist those baby monkeys. I can hold 
out against the bargains; and I can, in time, 
even forgo a sample of yet another new 
food in Penang. But, for me, the hardest 
thing to resist is the urge to return. . -4i. 

'Allo is so much easier than Goodbye. U 

(;Air Niugini flies to Kuala Lumpur 
once a week. 

AIR NIUGINI DESTINATION KUALA LUMPUR 
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Sydney•s 
Ghastly and Ghostly Past 
BY ROB DUNLOP 

Ghost Tour slnrls nl Cnrlmn11 Co/Inge. 
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ydney often ranks as one of the world's most 
livable cities. But did you know that it was once 
ranked one of the world's most dangerous 
cities? 

Sydney's harbourside suburb, The Rocks, Australia's 
oldest European settlement, is where early settlers and 
convicts set up camp on the rocky ridges in 1788. It's 
also where Sydney's dangerous past lurks. 

In the late 18th century The Rocks was further 
developed. Immigrant families from England, Ireland 
and Scandinavia arrived and the area soon became 
densely populated. 

But the area also gained a reputation as a slum. 
Houses were poorly maintained, and water and 
sewerage systems fell into disrepair. 

Up until 1910, the streets were still lit by lamps that 
burnt whale oil. And little wonder there was despair 
amongst the people. Crime was rife and murders were 
common. Violent gangs ruled. 



One of the scariest ways to learn of the history 
(which includes murder, suicide and hangings) 
is to take a night ghost tour. 

With lanterns in hand, you are led towards 
dark nooks and crannies, down narrow 
cobblestone lanes and alleyways, and across 
to Observatory Hill to learn of Sydney's 
gruesome history. And to places where ghosts 
prevail. 

The spooky tour takes in Reynold's Cottage, 
the second oldest building in The Rocks, 

which was once a brothel, but more recently a cafe. Norma, the 
proprietor, is often inexplicably overwhelmed by sadness when 
she is in the stock room, once an old bedroom. 

Recently, an American couple asked Norma about the girl sitting 
on the steps dressed in Victorian costume. There was no girl, 
Norma explained. It was the ghost of a 10-year-old girl who died 
of Tuberculosis. Disease also ran rife in The Rocks. 

In 1901 when the Bubonic plague arrived, large areas of The 
Rocks was condemned to demolition in an attempt to curb the 
spread of the deadly disease. 

Oddly enough, Sydney's newest accommodation offering, 
Sydney Harbour YHA, is also a great way to experience the 
interesting and gruesome history of The Rocks. 

The hostel is sensitively perched over an important archeological 
site, visible from all angles. The corridors of the three storey hostel 
look down over the exposed dig, which is only SOO-metres from 
where the First Fleet of Europeans originally landed in 1788. 

The archeological remains underneath the hostel date from 

AIR NIUGINI DESTINATION SYDNEY 
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Apartment Space 
Hotel Service 

• Ideal environment for corporate travellers and 
consultants in central locations 

• Daily, weekly and monthly rates available for 1, 2 and 
3-bedroom apartments 

• Apartments serviced 6 days per week 
• State-of-the-art kitchen, in-room electronic safe, 

laundry service, best available cable TV with movie 
channels, 24 hour security and maintenance with 
on-site management, back-up gens'et and water etc 

• Use of all usual hotel facilities including room service 

Serviced apartments in: 

PORT MORESBY o IAE o GOROKA o MT. HAGEN 

Corporate Sales Office: 327 8135 
I !ll,til .... ,i1,,-.. {(lt,i1-,11.il1(l11'l-..l(llll)l 1 ; \\i 1 l),1h• \\\\\\ll\l,tl",l\ill\llVl',((JlllfH~ 

1795. By the late 1800s, more than 300 people lived on the site, which 
also included hotels, a bakery, an abattoir and an illegal distillery. 

One of the hotel's cellars doubled as a morgue. Dead bodies were 
dragged from the stifling summer heat down to the cool sandstone 
dungeon. 

When the bubonic plague broke out, the houses were demolished 
and the site later cleared. From the 1950s the area was covered with 
concrete paving and used for parking and storage. 

Archaeological excavations began in 1994. To date more than 1 million 
artefacts have been recovered. Many of them are on display around the 
hostel, including urns, crockery, toys and bottles. You can spend hours 
wandering around the site reading the informational panels. A free 30 
minute guided tour is also available. 

The excavations have also revealed interesting stories. Ross Lardner, 
Manager of Sydney Harbour YHA, knows quite a few now. 

"George Legg was a First Fleet convict who lived on the site with his 
wife Ann Armsden (from the Second Fleet). He was fishing in Botany 
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GHOST TOUR 

The After Hours Ghost Tour 
offers a fun and scary way to 
learn of the eerie and gruesome 
history of The Rocks. 

A range of tours are available. 
The 2-hour nightly tour departs 
from Cadmans Cottage (circa 
1815) - the oldest existing 
dwelling in the City of Sydney. 

Departure times are 6.45pm 
between April and September, 
and 7.45pm between October 
and March. Bookings are 
essential. Costs $A38.00 per 
adult and $A29 for children. 
Phone +61 1300 731 971 or visit 
www.ghosttours.com.au 

STAYING THERE 

Sydney Harbour YHA is located 
at 110 Cumberland St, The 
Rocks, Sydney. Multishare rates 
start from $A42 per person (6-
bed room), Family rooms from 
$A 178 per room, and Double/ 
Twin rooms with view from 
$A 159 per room. 

The Sydney Harbour YHA 

Bay when his canoe capsized and 
the weight of his wet coat dragged 
him under water to his death. 

Several days later his hand was 
found in the stomach of a shark 
caught in the Bay. His body was 
then found drifting in the reed 
beds of the bay and he was 
retrieved and buried at the town 
cemetery, now under Town Hall. 

Bizarrely, almost 200 years later, 
archaeologists found in his wife's 
house the skeletal remains of a 
shark - did she keep the shark 
that ate her husband's hand? " 

With butchers, running blood, 
agonising plague deaths, and 
ferried dead bodies, can we 
expect the hostel to be haunted? 

"There are probably more than 
enough likely candidates from the 
past but we haven't seen anything 
spooky so far," Lardner says. 

"Whether the hostel is 
haunted, that will remain to 
be seen!" 

0Air Niugini flies direct to 
Sydney. 

is part of the world's largest 
budget accommodation network 
(YHA) and is the only budget 
accommodation area in The 
Rocks. YHA is a not for profit 
organisation, offering quality 
accommodation in stellar 
locations, occupying heritage 
castles, log cabins, beach 
houses and purpose-built gems 
such as the new Sydney Harbour 
YHA. 

YHA members receive at least 
10% off all accommodation 
costs. YHA membership is from 
$32 per year. Phone +61 (0)2 
8272 0900 or visit www.yha. 
cam.au 

PUB GRUB 

The Australian Hotel right 
next door to the YHA offers 
up specialty beer, wine and 
gorgeous gourmet pizzas in a 
sidewalk alfresco setting. Pizza 
offerings include Saltwater 
Crocodile, Pepper Kangaroo 
and BBQ Emu. Bizarre but 
delicious. Phone +61 (0)2 
9247 2229 or visit www. 
australianheritagehotel.com 
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SP LAGER 
The Pride of PNG 

is now in 
Queensland, 
Australia 



X'CESS MORE FOR LESS. 
no waiting, no cable worries, portable and 
convenient, ... just connect. 

Prepaid service only. 

'cess 
just connect 



CAR 
NOW OPEN 

H R E IN KAVIENG 
✓ Modern Fleet ✓ Friendly & Helpful Staff 
✓ Clean Reliable Vehicles ✓ Excellent Quality Service 
✓ Chauffeur can be provided ✓ Child seats available 

Central Reservations 
Head Oftice: Kokopo 
Phone: 982 9311 
Facsimile: 982 9335 
Email: frangipani@datec.net.pg 

Port Moresby Branch Kimbe Branch Kavieng Branch 
Phone: 321 0913 Phone: 983 5800 Phone: 984 2616 
Facsimile: 321 0841 Facsimile: 983 5800 Facsimile: 984 2616 
Email: rl<_frangipani@datec.net.pg Email: frangipani@datec.net.pg Email: frangipani@datec.net.pg 

0 Promote Tourism in tPaplJiJ.J c_}{e.,w, (JuJ..,nw; www.frangipani.com.pg 

The leading security 
and communications organisation 
in Papua New Guinea 

- Static and mobile security - 24 hour monitoring control room 
- Armed and unarmed escorts - Linked monitored alarm systems 
- Attack dog security teams - Supply & service of fixed & hand held radios 
- Client radio network support & monitoring - Satellite voice & data communication systems 
- Extensive UHF and VHF radio network - CCTV security installation and service 

G4S Secure Solutions (PNG) Ltd 
Head Office: Port Moresby Phone: 325 6377 Fax: 325 8204 www.pg.g4s.com 

Branch Offices: Lae, Madang, Goroka, Rabaul, Kimbe & Mt Hagen 

• Finnistere Apartments • Standard to Deluxe Rooms • Waterfront Bar & Restaurant 
• Cable TV • Conference Facilities • Swimming Pool • Coffee Shop 

• Gift Shop • Back-up Power & Water Facilities • Courtesy Airport Shuttle 
• Wireless Internet • Diving & Activities provided by Adventure Dive PNG 

RESERVATIONS: (675) 852 3395 • Bar & Restaurant: (675) 852 3680 • Modilon Rd, PO Box 59 Madang 
Facsimile: (675) 852 3292 • Email: reservalions@madanglodge.com.pg • Website: www.madanglodge.com.pg 
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Meeting the Locals 
BY SUSAN EAMES 

"Where are you from?" 
The lady addressing 
me was dressed 
in slightly raggedy 
clothes and carried a 
basket. 

I welcomed the 
interruption to my 
stroll along the beach. 
Gloria and I chatted for 
a few minutes before 
we went our separate 
ways. 

ne of the most enjoyable and 
interesting aspects of visiting other 
countries is meeting local people. The 
experience is especially rich when the 
fascination and interest is mutual. 

We were on the island of Negros in the Visayas 
region of the Philippines. Although our primary 
activity was scuba diving we found time in 
betweenc our underwater excursions to observe 
and even participate briefly with the everyday 
lives of the locals. 

About 20 kilometres along the coast from the 
town of Dumaguete is Malatapay Market. The 
market is held every Wednesday. It is unusual in 
that the buyers and sellers still use a traditional 
barter system; although I did see money changing 
hands too. 

Farmers, fishermen and housewives from 
surrounding villages and the interior of Negros 
flock to Malatapay every week to do business 
and socialise. 

The livestock section was not for the faint 
hearted. As we approached the enclosure a 
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strong smell of dung assailed us. We paid a few 
pesos to enter. 

Water buffalo, goats, pigs, horses and cows were 
tethered to fences or vehicles. We picked our way 
through dung and slick mud to a cacophony of 
lowing, bleating, and squealing, human shouts 
and belching vehicles. 

Pigs were being carted off - sometimes in sacks 
- squealing and struggling. A hefty pig was 
showing great determination not to be loaded 
into a tricycle's sidecar. He was pulling away so 
strongly, the men holding his ropes were sliding 
in the mud in a fierce Tug-of-War contest. We 
moved back from the action in case the pig won. 

A big sow lay comatose and I thought she must 
be sick or dying. However she suddenly sat up 
with a shake that splattered mud in all directions 
and looked around perkily - she'd just been 
enjoying a wallow and snooze. 

After a short wander we realised we were getting 
in the way of the serious traders. It was time to 
explore the rest of the market. 



Cock fighter at the Malatapay market. 

People were carrying bundles of chickens by 
their feet. The birds dangled quietly, seemingly 
philosophical about their fate. We saw tricycles 
with cows, pigs or goats loaded into their 
sidecars. A particularly large pig was lying upside 
down on the back of a tricycle with his hooves 
lashed together. He was totally calm and relaxed. 

Along with stalls selling tools, clothes, fruit and 
vegetables, we found dozens selling seafood, 
from fresh trevally to tiny dried sprats. There were 
tubs of what looked like mashed up shrimps in 
a gloopy, slimy liquid - I didn't investigate too 
closely. 

Cock fighting is popular in the Philippines. We 
came upon a group of men. Some were stroking 
flamboyantly beautiful cockerels. As part of 
their trading technique the men faced their 
birds up against each other for a brief scuffle 
to demonstrate the birds' feistiness. I noticed 
that the men kept a firm hold of their charges to 
prevent full blown fights. 

As we ambled back we stopped to buy freshly 
fried banana fritters, generously sprinkled with 
sugar and served on banana leaves. We risked 
scalding our mouths as we bit into the delicious 
sweet, crunchy batter. 

On a stroll along the beach one evening we came 
upon a fishing party. Just offshore a large net was 
cast from a boat in a wide semi-circle. The net 
barely settled when the people ·on the shoreline 
formed two lines and began to pull it in. It looked 
like the whole village was lending a hand to pull 
- from tiny tots to elderly women. My husband 
joined in, to gales of laughter and banter. 

Eventually the catch was landed: a mere 
bucketful of sprats. There were no exclamations 
of disappointment and they pragmatically loaded 
the net back onto the boat. 

"Is that it?" I asked a lady. 

"Yes." She shrugged and smiled. 

AIR NIUGINI DESTINATION PHILIPPINES 

To market...a pig being led to the market to be sold. 

We went on day trips to Apo Island to scuba 
dive. Apo is a small island with a resident 
fishing community. It also hosts two simple 
resorts. The coral reefs around the island 
were gorgeous with a superb diversity of 
reef life. 

When we moored near the island for our 
lunch break several ladies paddled over 
in tiny outrigger canoes with bundles of 
t-shirts, sarongs and dresses for sale. They 
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clambered aboard and embarked on their 
well practised, good natured and effective 
selling techniques! After answering the usual 
questions about where I was from, they told 
me they had lived on Apo all their lives and 
wouldn't want to live anywhere else. 

The enjoyable day trips whetted our 
appetites to see more. We booked a Dive 
Safari to island hop and explore the diving 
hotspots in the Visayas. 

Community involvement ... a fishing net is pulled by villagers. 
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J'/;//4;r/4 <f~1rh111 
17 Luxury 3 & 2 Bedroom Apartments comprising 

12 X 3 Bedrooms & 5 X 2 bedrooms 

FEATURES & AMENITIES 
• Secured Car Parking 
• 24 hour Security & Guard Dogs 
• Electric Fence 
• Backup Generator 
• backup Water Supply 
• Video Access Monitoring 
• Card Access to Complex & Apartments 
• Intercom to Security Access 
• Swimming Pool, Sundeck & BBQ Area 
• Air Conditioned Entertainment Area 
• Wireless Internet Connection 
• Solar Hot Water Electric Booster 
• Landscaped Troplcal gardens 
• Esi Pay Meters 
• Wrap Around Balconies 
• Expansive Views of the Huon Gulf 
• Air Conditioned throughout 
• Crime Safe Security Screen 
• Imported Granite & Ceramic Tiles 
• Luxury Features & Finishes 
• Walking Distance to the Lae Yacht Club & 

Top town 

CURRENTLY UNDER CONSTRUCTION. DUE FOR 
COMPLETETION IN JUNE 2010. 

J'/;//4;r/4 f~1fhn1 
For further information contact: 

ARTHUR STRATCHAN LTD. 
Real Estate Agents 

Property management 

Ema i I: astratchan@arthu rstratcha n. com. pg 

Tel. No. (675) 472 1255 

Designed by pao ' 

AIR N/UGINI DESTINATION PHILIPPINES 

The safari boat was a simple affair. 
Our cabin was claustrophobic 
and the bathroom facility -
euphemistically called the Comfort 
Room - was barely adequate . 
However the crew were a terrific 
bunch. Our pocket-sized cook, Juri, 
produced remarkable meals on a 
two ring @as burner. And much of 
the diving was worth the discomfort . 

At uninhabited Pescador Island 
near Cebu we encountered 
a massive school of sardines 
sheltering near the reefs. I had 
never seen anything like this 
beyond wildlife documentaries. 

The school swirled into view like 
a single entity. The ebb and flow 
of the densely packed fish was 
dramatic to watch as predators 
lunged in and out, picking off the 
unlucky ones. 

Juri bought a bucket of sardines 
from one of the fishermen. Cleaning 
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A /Jeavily-loaded jeepney arrives at Ma/atapay. 

and gutting the little fish was fiddly 
work. The crew members including 
even the Captain joined in to 
help him. Juri gave us some raw 
sardines doused in vinegar, garlic, 
ginger and lime juice to sample. 
They tasted fantastic. 

We ended our safari with a final dive 
back at Apo Island. The ladies from 
the island arrived again with their 
wares . 

They said they remembered me and 
excitedly asked where I'd been. My 
doubts about whether they really did 
recognise me vanished when one 
lady fixed her eye on me and said, "I 
saw you at Malatapay Market. You 
were eating banana fritters." 

The Philippines truly is a country 
where meeting the locals is of . • 
mutual enjoyment and interest. U 

~ Air Niugini flies to Manila, 
Philippines. 
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ULTURAL EVENTS FO 
(FR NATIONAL ,ULTURA 

MOMASE REGION 

Date 

4th June - 7th June 
30th Oct - 31 st Oct 

3rd Sept - 4th Sep 
8th September 
1 0th Sept - 11 th Sept 

Event Description 

Madang Festival 
Morobe Agricultural 
Cultural Show Festival 
9th National Garamut & Mambu Festival 
4th Garamut & Mask Festival 
2nd Middle Sepik Festival 

SOUTHERN REGION 

Date 

15th Apr - 18th Apr 
5th May - 7th May 
11th June-12th June 
23rd July 
10th Sept- 15th Sept 
5th Nov-7th Nov 

Event Description 

National Arts & Craft Exhibition 
8th Gogodala Canoe Festival 
6th Gulf Mask Festival 
New Ireland Cultural Day 
Hiri Moale Festival 
7th National Canoe Festival 

GET A HEAD START 
ON YOUR CAREER.. 

- Business - Sales 

Computing -Accounting 
ent - Marketing 

.11'ion Technology 

orporatc courses in Business, 

·mcnt, Business Ad1ninistr.ttion, 

.,gcmcnt and IT 

ISSI 

Town/Province 

Madang 

Lae 
Wewak 
Rofudogmu Village 
Paliambe Village 

Town Province 

Port Moresby 
Balimom Town 
Teare Village 
Port Moresby 
Port Moresby 
Alotau 

O laa: o Port Moresby: 
LAND PLUMBING & HARDWARE SUPPLIES I 

Ph:4Jl41ll lax:4l23629 Ph:3256134 Fax:3234901 
Email mpslae@seetokul.com.pg Emalt mpspo"'41sttlokul.com.pg 
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NEW GUINEA ISLANDS REGION 

Date 

8th July - 14th July 
15th July-1 Sth July 
20th July-22nd July 
22nd - 24th July 
27th July-29th July 
30th July - 2nd Aug 
5th Aug-8th Aug 
12th Aug - 14th Aug 
10th Sept- 13th Sept 
14th Sept- 15th Sept 
16th Sept-19th Sept 

Event Description 

Warwagira Festival 
16th National Mask Festival 
Tavur Cultural Show 
Kavieng District Cultural Show 
Kono Wokisok Festival 
Kontu/Tembin Shark Calling Show 
5th Namatanai Mask Festival 
Mona Festival 
Choral Festival Show 
Kokopo District Cultural Show 
Music Festival 

HIGHLANDS REGION 

Date 

TBA 
14 th Aug-15th Aug 
13th Sept-15th Sept 
17th Sept-19th Sept 
TBA 

Event Description 

Enga Cultural Show 
Hagen Show 
6th Bilasim Skin Festival 
Goroka Show 
Coffee Festival 
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Town/Province 

Kokopo (Rabaul) 
Kokopo (Rabaul) 
Kimbe (West New Britain) 
Kavieng 
Kono Village - New Ireland 
Kontu Village - New Ireland 
Namatanai Town - New Ireland 
Bougainville 
Kokopo 
Kokopo 
Kokopo 

Town/Province 

Wabag 
Mt Hagen 
Goroka 
Goroka 
Goroka 
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Plumbing • Hardware • Timber 



Corporate Video Production Specialist 
.,_, ?.;, ,. _,. • 

PVM video crew work to the highest standards using the latest technology. We specialise in concept development, 
script writing and dvd publishing. We are your remote location corporate video experts. 

Contact us today. PVM Advertising 12th Floor Pacificview Apartments Pruth Street Korobosea NCD 
WWW.pVm.com.pg Papua New Guinea Ph: (675) 325 7419 Fax: (675) 3251497 Enquiries: aj@pvm.com.pg 

PH (675) 983 4990 
PO Box 94 Kim be WNB PNG 

Tribal & Tropical Fish Art & Gifts 

www.facebook.com/nathalie.leriche or ww • • m/leriche 
- ~ 

Email: nat@global.net.pg 
• •ra:ifflllll~ 
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Airline News __________ _ 
Air Niugini welcomes the Falcon 900EX 

The Fnlco11 recl'ivi11g tlte trnrlitio11nl ltosi11g rlou111. 

he arrival of the Falcon 900EX 
aircraft on November 23, 2008 
was met with a traditional water 
cannon spray to salute the aircraft's 

arrival as it taxied into Jackson's Airport to an 
awaiting audience. 

The welcome party included the then Acting 
Prime Minister, Sir Dr Puka Temu, cabinet 
ministers, heads of government departments, 
CAA officials, corporate guests, Air Niugini 
Board and Management as well as other 
stakeholders. 

In his welcome address, Air Niugini Board 
Chairman, Sir James Tjoeng, thanked the 
National Government for the confidence 
in selecting Air Niugini to partner in the 
commercial arrangement of the Falcon. 

"Such an arrangement is the first for this 

country. This is important at a time when 
Papua New Guinea is going through a 
resource boom. It is a great opportunity for Air 
Niugini and we will do our best to serve and 
provide exemplary service that yo_u expect." 

Sir James said that whilst the Falcon will 
provide service for the government as a major 
customer, the aircraft will also provide charter 
and be used for hire purposes on availability 
basis or during times when it is not being used 
by the government. 

The then Acting Prime Minister, Sir Dr Puka 
Temu is his welcome address said with the 
LNG Project and other new developments 
coming on stream shortly, the Falcon has a 
great potential to provide services required 
by the large corporate companies and 
stakeholders who are interested in chartering 

Officinl ribbo11 c11tti11g to welcome the Fnlco11 900EX by tlte11 Acting Prime Minister 
Sir Dr P11kn Tem11 (ce11ter) will, Trens11ry Mi11iste1; Ho11. Pntrick Prunitch (left) and Air 
Ni11gi11i Bonrrl C/znir111n11, Sir Jn111es Tjoe11g (rigltt). The Falcon 900EX. 
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the aircraft. 

The Falcon 900EX is a business jet designed 
and manufactured by Dassault Aviation of 
France. 

The aircraft is powered by Honeywell 
TFE31-60 turbo fan engines and has the 
capacity to carry 12 passengers in a standard 
configuration. 

The aircraft is the finest in its class; with its 
classic tri-jet engines design. It can land at 
smaller airports and fly at high altitudes and fly 
4,500 nautical miles non-stop. 

With its versatility, the aircraft has a significant 
safety feature, given its ability to fly slower on 
approach than its twinjet competitors. 

The Falcon will be operated by Air 
Niugini's pilots and cabin crew. 



Singut Flies Air Niugini 
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Deputy Ge11ernl Ma11ager
Marketi11g, Mr Dominic 
Kaumu presents Miss PNG, 
Miss Antonia Sing11t with 
!,er e Ticket. 

Miss PNG Antonia Singut 
preparing to leave for the Miss 
South Pacific Pageant aboard Ai,· 
Niugini'sflight. Air Niugini spon
sored the trnvel for Miss Singut and 
four others lo attend the pageant in 
Suva, Fiji. 

Universal 
Access 
Cards 

ir Niugini and another 
State-Owned Enterprise, 
Telikom PNG have 
continued to carry out 
joint promotions. 

The latest was the Kumul 
Universal Access Card; a phone 
card that ensures customers 
enjoy universal access to any 
fixed phone outside PNG. 

The cards will be on sale at all 
Air Niugini Sales Office for 
customers to buy. 

ir Niugini provided five 
return tickets to Miss 
PNG Miss Antonia 
Singut and her quest 

organising committee to attend 
the Miss South Pacific Pageant 
held in Suva, Fiji. 

Deputy General Manager
Marketing, Mr Dominic Kaumu 
presented the tickets to Miss 
PNG and her team and told 
the group that Air Niugini was 
pleased to support PNG's 
participation through Miss . ..._ 
Singut. V 



Airline News __________ _ 
Pacific Storms gets Air Niugini's support 

(From left lo rig/1/) Mn/ Me11i11gn - rugby 
league great, Charles Morley - Air Ni11gi11i, 
Pn11/ Nern11 - Co11 11/ Ce11ernl PNC, /.,n11riin 
Moore - Air Ni11gi11i, Cathy Tn11k11ro - Air 

Ni11gi11i, foyce/i11 Leahy - Pacific Storms 
cum/or n11ri nrlisl. 

ir Niuigni is a proud sponsor 
of Pacific Storms, an art 
exhibition, currently showing 
in Brisbane. 

The exhibition displays artwork from up 
and coming artists from around the Pacific 
region with a strong representation from 
Papua New Guinea. 

Air Niugini donated two return tickets 
between Brisbane and PNG which were 
raffled on the night. The winner was Mr 
Paul Byrne from Brisbane who is already 
planning a fishing trip to PNG. 

Guest speaker was rugby league great, Mai 
Meninga and the event was attended by 
various people in the art world and the .... 
wider Brisbane community. V 

The Lae International Hotel 
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I Vv fhe; hecu-t-of Lete/ 
Accommodation 

Convention & 
Business Centre 

Apartments 
Suites 
Executive Rooms 
Deluxe Rooms 

Haus Win 
Bulolo Room 
Board Room 

Restaurants Vanda Fine Dining 
Kokomo's Coffee Shop 
Luluai's Italian Restaurant 

Lounges 

Fitness Centre 

Aero Bar 
Sportsman's Bar 
Tennis Court 
Swimming Pool 
Aerobics 
Gymnasium 

And more... Travel Agency, Gift Shop 
Boutique, Car Rental 

DIRECT DIAL RESERVATIONS (675) 472 7000 
Ph: 472 2000 Fax: 472 2534 

4th Street, Lae, PO Box 2774 LAE INTERNATIONAL 
HOTEL 

Email: lacinrcr@glob.il.11ct.pg 



r 

Mercator to provide expertise in PNG 
ir Niugini has selected Dubai-based Mercator to provide 
its loyalty and customer relationship management solu
tion, CRIS (Customer Relationship Information System), 
to create and manage its frequent flyer programme. 

"Destinations" is Papua New Guinea's first ever frequent 
flyer programme and offers Air Niugini passengers the 
opportunity to earn points for every kina spent on travel 
with the national airline. 

Air Niugini selected Mercator's CRIS programme following an exten
sive and detailed evaluation. 

The decision to go with Mercator's programme was based on the 
product's state-of- the-art functionality, technical capability and Mer
cator's renowned round-the-clock support. 

CRIS, created and developed by Mercator's specialised team in Dubai 
has been designed to effectively manage both a customer relationship 
and a frequent flier programme within one single integrated system. 

The loyalty solution is versatile and flexible and can also be used for 
non-aviation businesses. Recently, the solution was implemented for 
Mercator's Dubai-based customer Etisalat, UAE's largest telecommu
nications provider. 

Duncan Alexander Mercator's Vice President, Sales and Market 
Development, said "this partnership is very significant for us. We now 
have customers for CRIS worldwide - in Africa, the Americas, Europe, 
the Middle East and Asia Pacific - managing millions of frequent flier 
accounts and allowing our airline customers to add value to both cus-

Air Ni11gi11i's Chief Executive Officer, Wnsn11t//n K11111nmsiri (right) with. Deputy Prime 
Mi11istcr Sir Dr Pukn Temu nt the nrrivnl of tl,c Fn/co11 900£X. 

tamer service and help bring about commercial success." 

Chief Executive Officer, Mr Wasantha Kumarasiri, said: "We recognised 
the value of having our own loyalty programme to reward our custom
ers. 

"Our market, valuable passengers and staff are excited with this new 
initiative and keen to make it a success. 

"Our valuable customers will now see that their loyalty is rewarded. We 
selected Mercator because of their superior capabilities and proven 
results. I am confident this partnership will grow in the years to . ._ 
come." V 

Air Niugini Cargo 

.. r-) 

lr IViugi 
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When you want your 
cargo to be moved, our 
Cargo Freighter is 
your answer. 

• Communication supplies 
■ Farming produce 
■ Merchandising 

• Machinery parts 

■ Mining equipment 
■ Logging equipment 
■ Medical supplies 

Administration Ph: 327 3659 
327 3670 

Fax: 327 3211 

Reservations 

Quotations 

Ph: 327 3660 
Ph: 327 3316 

Ph: 327 3660 
Ph: 327 3316 



General Information 

Lying entirely within the tropics, barely south 
of the Equator and just north of the Australian 
continent is Papua New Guinea, the second 
largest island in the world. With a total land 
mass of 473.189sq.km it is the last of a string 
of Islands spilling down from South East Asia 
into the Pacific. 

Apart from the mainland, Papua New Guinea 
comprises a remarkable collection of islands, 
atolls and coral reefs scattered around its 
coastline. The mainland is divided by the 
Owen Stanley Range-a rugged central spine 
with peaks over 4,000 metres high. Great 
rivers begin their journey to the sea from 
these mountains-among them, Fly and Sepik 
waterways. Below the mountain chain, fertile 
coastal plains, flooded delta regions and 
mangrove swamps exist alongside broad sandy 
beaches, sheltered bays and dense rain forests. 

What to See and Do 

Ideal Cruising Experience 

The wonders of Papua New Guinea never 
cease to impress even the most intrepid 
traveller. Offering a multitude of ideal 
experiences, the visitors will find a country 
rich in culture, ethnic diversity and where little 
has changed over centuries. Cruising Papua 
New Guinea is relaxing since island life is 
slow-paced and informal. Rich in cultural and 
ethnic dive;sity PNG promises to reward cruise 
enthusiasts with unforgettable sights and 
sounds. 

Diving 

This is home to some of the world's most 
spectacular diving, dubbed as 'underwater 
photographer's paradise." It is said to have 
twice as many species as the waters of the 
Red Sea, and up to five times as many as 
the Caribbean. The waters are a wonderland 
of elegant reefs, sunken wrecks, brilliantly 
coloured coral and marine life. The immense 
diversity of dive sites includes barrier reefs, 
coral walls (drop-offs), coral gardens, patch 
reef, fringing reefs, sea grass beds and coral 
atolls. 

Trekking the rugged terrains 

Trekkinig in Papua New Guinea is a challenge 
which portrays the real meaning of adventure 
in paradise. An extensive network of walking 

Welcome to Papua New Guinea 

The coastal regions are tropical however in 
generally the climate is warm to hot and humid 
all year round. Temperatures on the coast 
vary between 25-30 degrees throughout the 
year. The Highlands regions enjoy a temperate 
climate, ranging from 20 degrees during day 
to as low as 1 O degrees during the evenings. 
Rainy season varies from province to province, 
however generally the country is driest from 
May to December. 

Fully independent since September 16, 1975, 
the country has a freely elected democratic 
government. PNG became the 142nd member 
of the United Nations on October 10, 1975 and 
is also a member of the British Commonwealth. 

The population is just over 5 million with 
over a third in the Highlands region of the 
country. The people are Melanesian though in 
appearance they are quite varied. 

tracks covers most mountain areas, and 
experience bush walkers are well catered 
for. The most popular is the Kokoda Track 
which continues to provide challenges and 
experiences beyond men's imagination. Others 
include Mt. Wilhelm, Bulolo, Wau and Madang. 
The Kokoda Trail, so significant to World War 
II continues to grow in popularity amongst 
serious trekkers. 

Excellent Fishing 

The country's reputation for excellent fishing 
localities and choices of catch is fully boosted 
by the wonderful climate. 

Surfing the waves 

Experience an unforgettable wave-riding 
adventure in the country's wave-breaking 
shores. From the breath-taking coastline of 
Vanimo that stretches down Madang, to the 
sandy beaches of New Ireland Province, where 
premiere breakpoints and scenic surfing sites 
are located. 

Bird Watching 

Bird watching does not only require dead 
silence, it provides the opportunity for watchers 
to take in nature's most eerie surroundings 
and eternal spring whether up in the Highlands 
or in a typical tropical weather in the coastal 
areas. Over 700 species of feathered fliers 
flutter across our island including 38 of the 43 

There are more than soo· di.stinct "live" 

languages with Melanesian pidgin and Hiri 

Motu being the two most widely used. English 

is the official language in education, business 

and government circles. 

Papua New Guinea has a vibrant and 

multifaceted economy with two distinct 

systems operating side by side. 

The vast majority of the people live a 

traditional, non-monetary barter economy 

that exited long before European colonization 

began. Co-existing with this is the modern 

economic system based on mining, petroleum, 

fishing, forestry and agriculture. 

The main exports are gold, copper, oil, coffee, 

tea, copra, oil palm and forest products. 

known species of the exotic Bird of Paradise. 
Not all the colours of the rainbow have been 
reserved for our feathered friends as there 
is an unlimited range of hues and shades to 
be seen in our 2000 orchids and countless 
magnificent butterflies including the world's 
largest, the Queen Alexandra Birdwing. 

World War II Relics 

Relics of World War II battles are found in 
most parts of Papua New Guinea's land, 
underwater, caves and tunnels. 

Astounding Volcanoes 

Located along the "Pacific Ring of Fire, Papua 
New Guinea offers distinct views of active 
volcanoes that captivates a land of tranquility. 
There exists a number of volcanoes in certain 
provinces, including the latest 'basaltic 
statovolcano on Manam Island, Madang 
Province. Other recent volcanic location 
include Rabaul's two volcanic cones-Vulcan 
and Tavurvur-and West New Britain's Mt Pago. 

Visitors to our country are guests and 
hospitality is an honour in our Melanesian 
culture. Tipping is neither expected nor 
encouraged. 

Reprinted courtesy of the Papua New Guinea Tourism 
Promotion Authority. www.pngtourism.org.pg 



• Complimentary airport shuttle • Wireless internet • Foreign currency exchange 

• 24 hour business centre • Cable TV & direct dial phones • Hair salon 
• 24 hour security 
• In-room safe 

• Concierge 

• Safe deposit boxes 

• Conference rooms 

• Thrifty car hire 

Ph: (675) 323 2333 Fax: (675) 323 2444 E: info@lamana.com.pg www.lamanahotel.com.pg 




