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As the leading ICT Service provider, we can provide the solutions you need to grow your business. With eight offices 

strategically located throughout the South Pacific, Daltron provides your business a reliable network built upon 

comprehensive regional market knowledge and expertise. 

Backed by the best IT development and support staff in the South Pacific region, Daltron offers a wide range of 

solutions and support services, from business critical growth solutions to performance assessment to Internet and 

IT Management. Daltron provides a "one-stop-shop"for deployment and life cycle maintenance of customers' ICT 

Solutions and Hardware. 

Our service offering includes: 
RETAIL SHOWROOM 

• Desktop computers and Laptops 

• Education, Business & Gaming Software 

• Printers(Mono/Color/Multifunction) 

• Consumables(Paper, Toner, Ink Cartridges) 

• IT Accessories & Peripherals 

SERVER & STORAGE SOLUTIONS 

• Pre & Post Sales Support 

• Scalable solutions to grow with your business 

• Data Centre & Disaster Recovery Facilities 

• Server Builds 

INTERNET 

• Domain Hosting 

• Webmail 

• Airspot 

• Wireless Broadband Internet 

SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT 

• Design & Development 

• SAGE ACCPAC Solutions 

Microsoft Premier Business Partner 

GOLD CERTIFIED 

CONSULTING & TECHNICAL SERVICES 

• Deployment & Migration services 

• IT Audit and Strategy Consulting 

• Break and Fix Services 

• Professional Services 

• Project Management 

NETWORKING 

• Cabling 

• Wireless LAN +WAN Networking 

• IT Security Solutions 

• PANGTEL Registered Cabling Contractor 

TRAINING 

• IT Specialist, Professional Development, Accounting & 

Microsoft Application Courses 

• Onsite or Classroom Based Training Options 

• Authorised Thomson Prometric Testing Centre 

FUJI XEROX/HP Copiers 

• Mono/Color/Multifunction 

• Fully certified technicians 

FUJI xerox i) 
Authorised Dealer 



ANZ is in 28 markets across Asia Pacific and we're growing. That means we've now got more financial specialists who 
share your regional interests and who take the time to fully understand your needs. They have the experience and 
the network to put you in touch with the right products, the right opportunities and the right people to help you 
reach your goals. Because, in Asia Pacific, connections count. 

For more information, please contact 

ANZ Papua New Guinea 
PO Box 1152, Port Moresby 
Harbor City, Poreporena Freeway 

Australia and New Zealand Banking Group Limited (ANZ) ABN 11 005 357 522. 

r. + 675 321 1079 
15!1 + 675 321 7024 
r.1so 1022 (PNG Toll Free 24 hour card enquiries) 
r. + 679 331 6644 (International 24 hour card enquiries) 



Our Commitment to 
Sustainable Development 

Steamships Trading Company has been conducting business operations 
across Papua New Guinea for almost a century. It is one ofthe nation's major 
employers, and is a significant contributor to the national economy. 

Steamships has long been aware of the need to protect the environment, 
and this principle underlies all of its activities. It is company policy that 
its businesses meet or exceed all legal and regulatory requirements for 
environmental best practice. To ensure this, Steamships has put in place 
formal systems to monitor impacts on the environment, and over time as data 
is accumulated the findings will be used to design and implement new policies 
to help manage and reduce adverse effects and encourage sustainability. 

The Company is deeply involved in climate change and environmental impact 
monitoring projects in PNG, and in particular on the effects of deforestation 
on the absorption of greenhouse gases. Steamships is working with various 
NGO's to further our understanding of long-term sustainability, and its effects 
on climate and land use. 

In the long term, such initiatives not only make good business sense, but will 
also help to preserve and protectthe future of the great nation of Papua New 
Guinea, on which we all depend. 

The Company's new Grand Papua Hotel in Port Moresby is a reflection of 
Steamships' part in the history of the country, as the new hotel is built on the 
site of the famous old Papua Hotel, of glorious memory. 

The Grand Papua sets a new industry benchmark for sustainable and 
efficient construction and operation in a luxury environment. Its lightings, air
conditioning and elevators are designed and sensor controlled to minimize 
energy use, and reduce the carbon footprint of the hotel. 

Steamships is indeed proud to make this commitment to the future of 
Papua New Guinea. 

, 

The Grand Papua Hotel is specifically designed to offer you a variety of luxury. The 161 luxury bedroom suites include an executive 
club lounge, conference rooms, gymnasium, health spa and beauty salon, all with opulent decor and furnishings. 
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Industrial a2 Heavy Equipment 

MORE THAN SALES .... 

KOMARU STIHL® .R1:las (:opc-0 

At UMW, we understand that business is all about people not only meeting, but exceeding expectations. 

That's why we provide: 

• Trained and qualified fitters specialising in Komatsu, Stihl, FG Wilson, Atlas Copco & Bomag products. 

• Service contracts and 24hrs call service on heavy machinery. 

• Range of parts and products for Forestry, Mining and Construction industries. 

• Genuine manufacturers oils and lubricants. 

• Perkins Genuine Parts for Agricultural, Industrial, Marine and Power Generation applications. 

UMW NIUGINI LIMITED 

PO Box 5243, Boroko 

National Capital District 

Email: enquries@umw.com.pg 

Port Moresby ph: (675) 325 5766 Kokopo ph: (675) 982 9799 Lae ph: (675) 472 2444 

AUTOMOTIVE· EQUIPMENT· MANUFACTURING & ENGINEERING· OIL & GAS 



Welcome aboard 

The festive season is here and Air Niugini is amidst the busiest time of the year, carrying passengers to and 
from their destinations for the Christmas and New Year celebrations. 

The continuing improvement in Papua New Guinea's economy rising from the mining and resources projects 
and other business opportunities stemming from these industries has certainly captured international focus. 
In a recent report by the Bank of Papua New Guinea, the country anticipates an 8.5 percent GDP growth in 2011 
and 6.5 % in 2012. 

During the recent Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum in Hawaii, there was great interest in the small 
but growing economies of the Pacific, especially Papua New Guinea's potential resulting from the multi-million dollar 
LNG project. 

The world's big economies are showing particular interest in participating in the region's future growth including 
the United States which intends to establish a trade presence in Port Moresby. 

Air Niugini's own performance during 2011 has shown positive growth due to a number of factors including the 
strengthening of the Kina against the US and Australian dollars, in which so many of our transactions are done as 
well as the many business opportunities arising from the mining and resource projects. 

The airline is operating well developed regional and international routes with a strong Asian and Australian focus 
backed by an extensive domestic network. Our services to and from the Pacific via Honiara (Solomon Islands) and 
Nadi (Fiji) has increased to three weekly flights. 

I am confident Air Niugini will continue on a positive path of growth and become a strong and commercially 
viable business. We look forward to future achievements of serving Papua New Guinea, our citizens and visitors. 

Air Niugini through our dedicated staff will strive to provide excellent services to our customers, the travelling public 
and cargo importers and exporters. 

As this is the final issue for 2011, I would like to thank our valued customers for flying with Air Niugini on both our 
domestic and international services. I assure our customers that Air Niugini will continue to strive to provide the 
highest customer service to our passengers. 

On behalf of the Board of Directors, management and staff of Air Niugini, I wish each and everyone a blessed 
Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 

Enjoy your flight. 

Wasantha Kumarasiri OBE 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
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Stay, play or sail away ... in one of 
the world's most beautiful locations 
Experience a world of luxury in beautiful Madang with MTS. 

We offer diving, snorkelling, kayaks, sailing catamaran, tennis, marina, 
shopping, three restaurants, four pools, PADI dive shop, a marina, 
landscaped gardens, aviaries and a zoo, with two lagoons and an 
unsurpassed.absolute waterfront location. 

There are five conference rooms and a convention centre catering 
for 5 - 400 delegates with wi-fi available throughout. PNG's most 
stunning location for business, or pleasure with two hundred rooms, 

KALIBOBO VILLAGE I I I I I 

Rtsorl Slyle Suiles & Villas 

bungalows, cottages and townhouses all tastefully furnished with 
everything you would expect of a five star resort for short, or longer 
term accommodation. • 

For those who crave a little adventure, Kalibobo Spirit is available for 
expeditionary charter as well as scheduled cruises to the mighty w w 
River and the islands and is fully equipped for diving. 

Call us now, or book through your local travel agent, and be sure to ask 
about a package to suit your holiday or business needs. 

MADANG RESORT 
Hotel & Conference Centre 

www.mtspng.com I PHONE: PNG (675) 422 2766 ~TS ! 
E-Mail: melanesian@mtspng.com FAX: (675) 422 3543 PAPUA NEW GUINEA~ 
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Brian Bell 
&Co limited 

BRIAN BELL GROUP OF COMPANIES 

BRIAN BELL GROUP OF COMPANIES 
PROVIDES EVERYTHING FOR YOUR HOME 

WHOLESALE & RETAIL 
Brian Bell & Company Ltd is Papua New Guinea's premier retailer, wholesaler 

& distributor of quality brand products. Through our extensive branch & 
distribution network we offer a wide range of products & services to businesses, 

aid agencies, mining companies, government departments and individuals 
throughout Papua New Guinea. 

White Goods I Small Appliances I Soft Touch Furniture I Audio Visual 
Agriculture I Power Generation I Spor1s & Leisure I Manchester Hardware 

Hotel Supplies I Catering Equipment I Kitchenware I Houseware 

ALL PRODUCTS ARE BACKED BY BRIAN BELL'S WARRANTY, SERVICE AND SPARE PARTS 

·erian Bell PLAZA 325 5411 HOMECENTRE-G0RD0NS 325 8469 
H0MECENTRE-LAE 472 3200 T0PT0WN 479 1918 
G0R0KA 732 1622 K0K0P0 982 9027 MT HAGEN 542 1999 
MADANG 852 1899 Email: bbsales@brianbell.com.pg 
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Brian Bell Projects Division, 50 year 
PNG experience offers the complete 
service - from design to fit-out for 

Restaurants 

Mining Sites 

Hotels 

Clubs 

Brian Bell~ 
Shop 11>lth A fllend f 

IMPORTERS-WHOLESALERS-RETAILERS 
ESTABLISHED AS MERCHANTS IN PNG SINCE 1958 

TURUMU STREET PO BOX 1228 BOROKO PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
!, TEL: (675) 3255411 FAX: (675) 3250167 

~ www.brianbell.com.pg 
·;.:. 
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Your Shipping Partner 

ea STEAMSHIPS SHIPPING 
Steamships have been shipping in Papua New Guinea for over 90 years. We operate a fleet of coastal 
vessels and specialise in estuarine and river trades in the Gulf and Western Provinces. Steamships 
provides short and long term vessel charters, and reliable cargo liner services using geared, 
multipurpose vessels. The company can also develop, implement and support inter-modal logistics 
shipping solutions, linked to land based services such as road transport, cargo handling and storage. 

In addition to owning vessels and providing domestic coastal shipping services, Steamships is a shareholder 

and manager of stevedoring companies at seven of the country's ports, where it also operates the 
largest shipping agency business. As Swire Shipping's in-country representative, Steamships can offer a 
range of international shipping services to and from North and South East Asia, Australia, New Zealand 
and the Pacific Islands with the network extending to Europe and the west coast of North America. 
All services are provided by flexible, multipurpose ships offering hold configurations and cranes 
designed specifically to carry a range of commodities, containerised, break bulk and project cargoes. 

Steamships - our experience, capability and capacity make us the ideal shipping partner. 

Tel: +675 322 0400 I Fax: +675 321 2815 I www.steamships.com.pg 



LEADING THE WAY. 

For Caterpillar® and Hastings Deering it's more than just words. It's a way of doing business. 
It comes through every idea, every Cat product, every product support solution we can provide. 
Togeth~r we innovate, lead, move ... FORWARD. 

PORT MORESBY Ph (675) 300 8300 - Fax (675) 325 0141 
LAE Ph (675) 472 2355 - Fax (675) 472 1477 
TABUBIL Ph (675) 548 9162 - Fax (675) 548 9155 
KOKOPO Ph (675) 982 5104 - Fax (675) 982 5128 

CALL 131228 

LIHIR 
KIMBE 
HONIARA 

© 2011 Caterpillar. All rights reserved. CAT. CATERPILLAR. their respective logos. 'Caterpillar Yellow·. the POWER EDGE trade dress, as well as corporate and 
product identity used herein, are trademarks of Caterpillar and may not be used without permissmn 

Ph (675) 986 4105 - Fax (675) 986 4107 
Ph (675)9835144 Fax (675)9835144 
Ph (677) 30 274 - Fax (677) 30 692 

Hastings Deering Im 



Enjoy our Bird of Paradise in-flight service 

Please ask us 

If there is anything our cabin crew can assist you with during 
your flight, please do not hesitate to ask them. 

Hand luggage 
Please ensure that your carry on luggage is placed in the 
overhead locker or under the seat in front of you. 

Takeoff and landing 

Ensure that your seat is in the upright position during takeoff 
and landing. Folding tables must be returned to their original 
position in the seat back or the armrest. 

Safety first 

Your seat belt must be securely fastened during take off and 
landing or whenever the seat belt sign is on. When the seat 
belt sign is off you may move about the cabin as necessary. 
However while seated, keep your seat belt fastened securely 
in case of unexpected turbulence. 

Electronic equipment 

Cellular telephones, TV receivers or radio controlled devices 
are not to be used at any time on board an aircraft. Electronic 
devices such as portable computers, compact discs or 
cassette players and video games can be used only when 
the seat belt sign is switched off. 

Children and babies 

The cabin crew will also be pleased to assist in preparing 
your baby's food and bottle. Baby food and diapers are 
also available. Please do not hesitate to ask our friendly 
cabin crew. 

Smoking 

Smoking is not permitted on any Air Niugini flight. 

Entertainment 

A selection of movies and music including classical, 
modern, country and local are available on international 
services. Programmes can be found in the in-flight 
entertainment section of this magazine. 

Pillows and blankets 

On International flights, pillows and blankets are available 
on request from our cabin crew. 

Cuisine 

Our in-flight* meals have been specially prepared for your 
enjoyment. If you require a vegetarian meal or you are on 
a special diet, child or baby food, please inform us when 
making your reservation. 

In-flight Duty Free 

During the flight take some time to look through our 
In-flight Duty Free brochure located in your seat pocket. 
Duty free purchases can be made after Meal Service. 
All major credit cards are accepted. 

Immigration and Customs Forms 

During your flight, our cabin crew will distribute 
Immigration and Custom forms before each landing 
point. Ensure that you carefully read and complete these 
documents and have them ready for inspection with 
your passport at the Immigration and Customs 
arrival counters. 

Before you leave 

Please check your seat pocket and overhead lockers 
before you disembark to ensure you have not left any 
items of value. We look forward to seeing you when you 
next fly with us on our Bird of Paradise Service. 



Air Niugini fleet 

Length: 59.94m 

Wing span: 47.57m 
Range: 8100km 

Cruising speed: 857kph 

Length: 35.528m 
Wing span: 28.076m 
Range: 3000km 
Cruising speed: 780kph 

Power plant: 2 x PW4000 
Normal altitude: 11000-12000m 
Standard seating capacity: 214 
Number of aircraft in fleet: 3 

Power plant: 2 x Rolls Royce Tay 650 
Normal altitude: 11,000 m 

Standard seating capacity: 98 
Number of aircraft in fleet: 6 

DASH 8-Q400 NextGen Bombardier 
Length: 32.Bm Power plant: 2 x Pratt & Whitney PW/ 50A 

Wing span: 28.4m Normal altitude: 7500m 

Range: 3000km Standard seating capacity: 74 
Cruising speed: 670kph Number of aircraft in fleet: 3 

DASH 8-0315 Bombardier 
Length: 25.7m 
Wing span: 24.4m 
Range: 1700km 
Cruising speed: 5 I0kph 

Power plant: 2 x Pratr & Whitney PW/ 23E 
Normal altitude: 7500m 

Standard seating capacity: 50 

Number of aircraft in fleet: 3 

DHC-8-202 Bombardier 
Length: 22.25m Power plant: 2 x Pratr & Whitney PWl 230 

Wing span: 25.89m Normal altitude: 7600m 

Range: 1800km Standard seating capacity: 36 

Cruising speed: 550kph Number of aircraft in fleet: 3 

DHC-8-100 Bombardier 
Length: 22.25m Power plant: 2 x Pratr & Whitney PW/ 21 

Wing span: 25.89m 

Range: 1800km 

Normal altitude: 7600m 

Standard seating capacity: 36 

Cruising speed: 500kph Number of aircraft in fleet: 2 



These exercises are designed to encourage a safe 
way to enjoy movement and stretch certain muscle 
groups that can become stiff as a result of long periods 
of sitting. They may be effective in increasing the 
body's circulation and massaging the muscles. 
We recommend you do these exercises for three or 

Lift feet off the fioor: 
Draw a circle with toes, 
simultaneously moving 

one foot clockwise 
and the other foot 
counter clockwise. 

Reverse circles. 
Do each direction 

for 15 seconds. 
Repeat if desired. 

OVERHEAD STRETCH 
Raise both arms 

straight up and over 
your head. 

With one hand grasp 
the wrist of the 

opposite hand and 
gently pull 
to one side. 
Hold stretch 

for 15 seconds. 
Repeat other side. 

Lift leg with knee Hunch shoulders 
bent while contracting forward, then upward, 

your thigh muscle. then backward, 
Alternate legs. then downward 

Repeat 20-30 times using a gentle 
for each leg. circular motion. 

SHOULDER STRETCH NECK ROLL 
Reach right hand With shoulders 
over left shoulder. relaxed, drop ear to 

Place left hand behind shoulder and gently 
right elbow and gently roll neck forward and 
press elbow towards to the other side, 

shoulder. Hold stretch holding each position 
for 15 seconds. about 5 seconds. 

Repeat other side. Repeat 5 times. 

four minutes every hour and occasionally get out 
of your seat and walk down the aisles if conditions 
allow. Each exercise should be done with minimal 
disturbance to other passengers. None of the 
following should be performed if they cause 
pain or cannot be done with ease. 

Start with arms held Bend forward slightly. With both feet on 
high at 90° angle - Clasp hands around the fioor and stomach 

elbows down, hands left knee and hug it held in slowly, bend 
out in front. Raise to your chest. Hold forward to walk your 
hands up to chest stretch for 15 seconds. hands down the front 
and back down Keeping hands around of your legs towards 
alternating arms. knee, slowly let it your ankles. Hold 

Do these exercises in down. Alternate legs. stretch for 15 seconds 
30 second intervals. Repeat 10 times. and slowly sit back up. 

Foot motion is in 2. Put both feet fiat 3. Lift heels high, 
three stages. on thefioor. keeping balls of feet 

1. Start with both heels on fioor. Continue 

on the fioor and point these three stages with 

feet upwards as high as continuous motion in 
30 second intervals. you can. 
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Air Niugini has invested in state of the art information technology to enhance 
customer relationships through its innovative Destinations Loyalty Program. 

Air Niugini's Destinations Loyalty Program is powered by Mercator, the 
IT solutions arm of the highly successful Emirates Airlines. While new to 
Papua New Guinea, the Loyalty Program is in fact built on an engine that 
has 40 person years of investment and over 10 years of loyalty program 
experience. 

There is an additional 150 person years of investment over an 8 year 
period of development. 

The system has been implemented by airlines all over the world and is available 
at more than 90 global offices with over 2,000 on-line users, and a support team of 
50 highly skilled loyalty systems business and technical professionals. 

Now Destinations members can earn more points when they make 
valid transactions with Destinations Loyalty Program partners. 

~ Air Niugini 
~ Air Niugini 

DESTINATIONS 
Loyalty Program 

line 
PACIFIC 

Learn more: www.airniugini.com.pg Earn more: www.destinations.com.pg 



At Air Niugini we care about your comfort and safety. 

We have included the following information about your health 

in-flight that we hope you will find helpful and useful. 

When you are flying you can be seated and be inactive 
for long periods of time. The environment can be low in 
humidity and pressurised up to an altitude of 2240 metres 
above sea level. Unlike other forms of transportation, 
air travel allows for rapid movement across many time 
zones, causing a disruption to the body's "biological clock''. 
Although these unique factors do not pose a health or safety 
threat to most passengers, there are guidelines you can 
follow that will improve your comfort level, during and after 
a flight. We hope the following recommendations will help 
you have a more pleasant flight today and in the future. 

When you're sitting upright in a stationary position for 
a long period of time, several things can happen. 

The central blood vessels in your legs can be compressed, 
making it more difficult for the blood to get back to 
your heart. 

The long inactivity of your body muscles in this position 
can result in muscle tension, back aches or a feeling of 
excessive fatigue during, or even after, your flight. 

A stationary position inhibits the normal body mechanism 
for returning fluid to your heart, and gravity can cause 
the fluid to collect in your feet. This results in swollen feet 
after a long flight. 

Studies have concluded that prolonged immobility 
may be a risk factor in the formation of clots in the legs 
(DVT - deep vein thrombosis). Particular medication and 
medical conditions may increase the risk of formation of 
clots if associated with prolonged immobility. 

Medical research indicates that factors which may give 
you an increased risk of blood clots in the legs include: 

◊ Former or current malignant disease 

◊ Blood disorders leading to increased clotting tendency 

◊ Personal or family history of DVT 

◊ Immobilisation for a day or more 

◊ Increasing age above 40 years 

◊ Pregnancy 

◊ Recent major surgery or injury, especially to lower limbs 
or abdomen 

◊ Oestrogen hormone therapy, including oral contraceptivi 

◊ Dehydration 

◊ Heart failure 

◊ Trauma 

◊ Varicose veins 

◊ Obesity 

◊ Tobacco smoking 

Recommendations 
♦ If you fall into any of these categories or you have any 

concern about your health and flying, Air Niugini 
recommends you seek medical advice before travelling. 

♦ Follow our in-flight exercises programme. 

The main cause of jetlag is travelling to different time zones 
without giving the body a chance to adjust to new night-dai 
cycles. In general, the more time zones you cross during your 
flight, the more your biological clock is disturbed. 

The common symptoms are sleeplessness, tiredness, loss of 
appetite or appetite at odd hours. 

Recommendations 
♦ Get a good night's rest before your flight. 

♦ Arrive at your destination a day or two early, to give 
your body a chance to become more acclimatised to 
the new time zone. 

♦ Leave your watch on home time if you're staying at a 
destination less than 48 hours. Also try to eat and sleep 
according to your home time. 



♦ Change your watch to the local time if your stay is 
longer than 48 hours, and try to eat and sleep in 
accordance with the local time. 

♦ On longer stays, try to prepare in advance, 
adjust your meal and rest times to be closer to those 
of your destination. 

♦ Try some light exercise - go for a brisk walk, or do some 
reading if you can't sleep after arrival at your destination. 
It generally takes the body's biological clock 
approximately one day to adjust per time zone crossed. 

Fly direct to minimise flight time. This allows you to 
relax more upon arrival. 

Humidity levels of less than 25 percent are common 
in the cabin. This is due to the extremely low humidity levels 
of outside air supplied to the cabin. The low humidity can 
cause drying of the nose, throat, eyes and it can irritate 
contact lens wearers. 

Recommendations 

♦ Drink water or juices frequently during the flight 

♦ Drink coffee, tea and alcohol in moderation. These drinks 
acts as diuretics, increasing the body's dehydration. 

♦ Remove contact lenses and wear glasses if your 
eyes are irritated. 

♦ Use a skin moisturiser to refresh the skin. 

Proper eating and drinking will enhance your comfort both 
during and after your flight. 

Recommendations 
♦ Avoid overeating just prior to and during the flight. It is 

difficult to digest too much food when the body is inactive. 

♦ Drink coffee, tea and alcohol in moderation. These drinks 
act as diuretics, increasing the body's dehydration. 

P.ressurisatioli1 

It is necessary to pressurise the outside air drawn into the 
cabin to a sufficient density for your comfort and health. 

Cabins are pressurised to a maximum cabin altitude of 2440 
metres. It is the same air pressure as if you were at an elevation 
of 2440 metres above sea level. The cabin pressure and normal 
rates of change in cabin pressure during climb and descent 
do not pose a problem for most passengers. However, if you 
suffer from upper respiratory or sinus infections, obstructive 
pulmonary diseases, anaemias or certain cardiovascular 
conditions, you could experience discomfort. Children and 
infants might experience some discomfort because of 
pressure change duri!lg climb and descent. 

If you are suffering from nasal congestion or allergies, 
use nasal sprays, decongestants and antihistamines 30 
minutes prior to descent to help open up your ear and sinus 
passages. If you have a cold or flu or hay fever your sinuses 
could be impaired. Swollen membranes in your nose could 
block your eustachian tubes-the tiny channels between 
your middle ear chamber. This can cause discomfort during 
changes in cabin pressure, particularly during descent. 

Recommendations 
♦ If you have a pre-existing medical condition that warrants 

supplemental oxygen, you can order from us. Please give 
at least seven days notice before travelling. 

♦ To "clear"your ears try swallowing and/or yawning. 
These actions help open your eustachian tubes, equalizing 
pressure between your ear chamber and your throat. 

♦ When flying with an infant, feed or give your baby a 
dummy during descent. Sucking and swallowing will help 
infants equalize the pressure in their ears. 

This ailment is caused by a conflict between the body's 
sense of vision and its sense of equilibrium. Air turbulence 
increases its likelihood because it can cause movement 
of the fluid in the vestibular apparatus of the inner ear. 
If you have good visual cues (keeping your eyes fixed on 
non-moving object), motion sickness is less likely to occur. 

Recommendations 
♦ When weather is clear and you can see the ground, 

sea or horizon, you are less susceptible to motion sickness. 

♦ You can buy over the counter medications but we 
recommend that you consult your doctor about the 
appropriate medications. 



Air Niugini Domestic offices 
Port Moresby 
PO Box 7186 Boroko 
Sales Domestic & International 
Tel: 327 3444 Fax: 327 3308 
Reconfirmation Domestic & 
International 
Tel: 327 3444 
Arrival & Departure Information 
Tel: 327 3300 
Cargo Enquiries 
Tel: 327 3245 
Cargo Charter Enquiries 
Cargo: 327 3226 Pass: 327 3370 
Head Office 
Airport & Administration 
Jacksons Airport Sa raga 
Tel: 327 3200/325 9000 

Alotau 
PO Box 3 Alotau Gurney Airport 
Tel: 641 0158 
Administration & Reservations 
Tel:6411031 Fax:641 1636 

Buka 
PO Box 169 
Buka Sales 
Tel: 973 9655 Fax: 973 9656 
Airport 
Tel: 973 9082 

Garo 
PO Box 683 Goroka 
Reservations 
Tel: 732 1444 Fax: 732 1439 

Kavieng 
Administration, 
Reservations & Cargo 
Tel: 984 2135 
Airport: 
Tel: 984 2105 Fax: 984 2337 

mbe-Hosk.ins 
PO Box 181 Kimbe 
Administration, 
Reservations & Cargo 
Tel: 983 5077 Fax: 983 5669 
Arrival & Departure Information 
Tel: 985 0012 

Kundiawa 
PO Box 847 Kundiawa 
Tel: 735 1273 

Lae 
Administration, Domestic, 
Reservations & Cargo 
Tel: 472 3111 Fax: 472 4758 
International Reservations 
Tel: 472 4744 

Lihir 
Reservations 
Tel: 986 5151 Fax: 986 5134 

Lmengau/Manus 
PO Box 170 Lorengau 
Administration, 
Reservations & Cargo 
Tel: 470 9092 Fax: 470 9382 



Madang 
PO Box 140 Madang 
Administration & Reservations 
Tel: B52 2255 Fax: 852 2079 

Mendi 
PO Box 210 Mendi 
Administration & Reservations 
Tel: 549 1233 Fax: 549 1250 
Airport Traffic 
Tel: 549 1320 

Mt Hagen 
PO Box 3 Mt Hagen 
Reservations Domestic 
Tel: 542 1183/542 1122 
Reservations International 
Tel: 542 1039 
Enquiries 
Tel: 545 1444 Fax: 542 2361 

Popondetta 
PO Box 145 Popondetta 
Reservations 
Tel: 329 7022 Fax: 329 7227 
Airport 
Tel: 329 7191 

Rabaul 
PO Box 3120 Rabaul 
Reservations & Sales 
Tel: 983 9325 Fax: 982 9034 
Tokua Airport Arrival & Departure 
Information 
Tel: 983 9821 

Tabubil 
PO Box 545 Tabubil 
Domestic Reservations 
Tel: 649 3244 
International Reservations 
Tel: 649 3325 Fax: 649 9189 

Tari Agent 
Tel:5408023 

Vanimo 
PO Box 239Vanimo 
Tel: 857 1014 Fax: 857 1473 
Airport 
Tel: 857 7166 

Wabag & Wapenamanda 
PO Box 213 Wabag 
Administration 
Tel: 547 1274 
Arrival & Departure Information 
Tel: 547 1286 

Waigani 
PO Box 7186 Boroko 
Tel: 325 1055 Fax: 325 3683 

Wewak 
PO Box 61 Wewak 
Sales 
Tel: 856 2433 
International & Domestic 
Tel: 856 2367 Fax: 856 2203 
Airport 
Tel: 856 2367 



Air Niugini International Offices 

AIR NIUGINI OFFICES 

Australia Wide 
Local Call: 1300 361 380 

Sydney 
Somare House 
100 Clarence Street 
PO Box 5293 Sydney NSW 2001 
Australia Tel: (61 2) 9290 1544 
Fax: (61 2) 9290 2026 
Email: sales:sydney@airniugini.com.pg 

Brisbane 
Level 3, 97 Creek Street 
GPO Box 2216 Brisbane QLD 4001 
Australia Tel: (61 7) 32211544 
Fax: (61 7) 3220 0040 
Email: sales.brisbane@airniugini.com.pg 

Cairns 
Shop 1 Palm Court 34 Lake Street 
PO Box 1941, Cairns QLD 4870 Australia 
Tel:(61 7)40311611 
Fax: (61 7) 4031 3402 
Email: sales.cairns@airniugini.com.pg 

Manila 
3rd Floor, Fortune Office Building 
160 Legaspi Street, Legaspi Village, 
Makati City, Philippines 
Tel: (63 2) 891 3339/40/41 
Fax: (63 2) 891 3393 
Email: sales.manila@airniugini.com.pg 

Tokyo 
6th Floor Chiyoda Kaikan 
1-6-17 Kudan Minami 
Chiyoda-Ku Tokyo 102-0074 Japan 
Tel: (81) 3 5216 3555 
Fax: (81) 3 5216 3556 
Email: info@air-niugini.co.jp 
Website: www.air-niugini.cojp 

AIR NIUGINI GSA OFFICES 

Auckland/Cook Islands 
Walshes World 
Tel: (64 9) 9772230 

Hong Kong 
Tam Wing Kun Holdings Ltd 
Tel: (852) 2527 7098 
Fax: (852) 2527 7026 

Honiara 
Travel Industry Services 
Tel: (67) 720 336 
Fax: (67) 723 887 
Email: kevin@gts.com.sb 



Italy 
Spazio SRL 
Tel (39) 064985621 
Fax (39) 064985201 

Jakarta 
P.T. Ayuberga 
Tel: (62) 218356214-217 
Fax: (62) 21 835 3937 

Kuala Lumpur 
Abadi Aviation Services 
Tel: (603) 2148 4313 
Fax: (603) 2141 2322 
Email: pxkul@abadi.com.my 

Los Angeles 
PNGTourism 
Tel: (1) 949 752 5440 
Fax: (1) 949 4716 3741 
Email: sales.usa@airniugini.com.pg 

Perth, Australia 
World Aviation Systems 
Tel: (61 8) 92299370 
Email: Leigh.Cathcart@worldaviations. 
corn.au 

Port Vila 
Vanuatu Travel Services Ltd 
Tel: (67) 822 2836 
Fax: (67) 823 3583 

Seoul 
Sharp Inc 
Tel: (82) 2734 7100 
Fax: (82) 2734 7108 

Singapore 
Deks Air 
Tel: (65) 6250 4868 
Fax: (65) 6253 3425 
Email: px_sales@deksair.com.sg 

Sri Lanka 
Jetwing Air 
Tel: (94) 114732400 
Email: airniugini@jetwing.lk 

Suva, Fiji 
Discount Flight Centre 
Tel: (679) 331 7870 
Fax: (679) 331 7873 

Taipei 
Cha May Travel Service 
Tel: (88) 6 2500 7811 
Fax: (88) 6 2500 7970 

United Kingdom 
Flight Directors 
Tel: (44) 0870 24 00 767 
Fax: (44) 0870 24 02 208 
Email: airniugini@flightdirectors.com 



Air Niugini Domestic offices 

Port Moresby Kavieng Madang Tabubil 
PO Box 7186 Boroko Administration, PO Box 140 Madang PO Box 545 Tabubil 
Sales Domestic & International Reservations & Cargo Administration & Reservations Domestic Reservations 
Tel: 327 3444 Fax: 327 3308 Tel: 984 2135 Tel: 852 2255 Fax: 852 2079 Tel: 649 3244 
Reconfirmation Domestic & Airport: International Reservations 
International Tel: 984 2105 Fax: 984 2337 Mendi Tel: 649 3325 Fax: 649 9189 
Tel: 327 3444 PO Box 210 Mendi 
Arrival & Departure Information Kimbe-Hoskins Administration & Reservations Tari Agent 
Tel: 327 3300 POBox181 Kimbe Tel: 549 1233 Fax: 549 1250 Tel: 540 8023 
Cargo Enquiries Administration, Reservations & Cargo Airport Traffic 

Vanimo Tel: 327 3245 Tel: 983 5077 Fax: 983 5669 Tel: 549 1320 
Cargo Charter Enquiries Arrival & Departure Information PO Box 239 Vanimo 

Cargo: 327 3226 Pass: 327 3370 Tel: 985 0012 Mt Hagen Tel: 857 1014 Fax: 857 1473 

Head Office 
Kundiawa 

PO Box 3 Mt Hagen Airport 

Airport & Administration Reservations Domestic Tel: 857 7166 

Jacksons Airport Sa raga PO Box 847 Kundiawa Tel: 542 1183/542 1122 Wabag & Wapenamanda 
Tel: 327 3200/325 9000 Tel: 735 1273 Reservations International 

Lae 
Tel: 542 1039 PO Box 213 Wabag 

Alotau Enquiries Administration 

PO Box 3 Alotau Gurney Airport Administration, Domestic, Tel: 545 1444 Fax: 542 2361 Tel: 547 1274 

Tel:6410158 Reservations & Cargo Arrival & Departure Information 

Administration & Reservations Tel: 472 3111 Fax: 472 4758 Popondetta Tel: 547 1286 

Tel: 641 1031 Fax: 641 1636 International Reservations PO Box 145 Popondetta 
Tel: 472 4744 Reservations Waigani 

Buka Tel: 329 7022 Fax: 329 7227 PO Box 7186 Boroko 

PO Box 169 Lihir Airport Tel: 325 1055 Fax: 325 3683 

Buka Sales Reservations Tel: 329 7191 
Tel: 973 9655 Fax: 973 9656 Tel: 986 5151 Fax: 986 51 34 Wewak 

Airport Rabaul PO Box 61 Wewak 

Tel: 973 9082 
Lorengau/Manus PO Box 3120 Rabaul Sales 
PO Box 170 Lorengau Reservations & Sales Tel: 856 2433 

Goroka Administration, Tel: 983 9325 Fax: 982 9034 International & Domestic 

PO Box 683 Goroka Reservations & Cargo Tokua Airport Arrival & Departure Tel: 856 2367 Fax: 856 2203 

Reservations Tel: 470 9092 Fax: 470 9382 Information Airport 

Tel: 7321444 Fax: 732 1439 Tel: 983 9821 Tel: 856 2367 
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We'rePNG 
since 1910. 
Since opening our first branch in 
Port Moresby we have been more 
than just a bank, we've been part 
of the community - providing 
banking services and financial 
development to thousands of people. 

Whether visiting for business or a holiday, 
Westpac is here to make your banking easy. 

Talk to us today at any of our 
16 branches throughout the country. 

Call 322 0888 
westpacpng@westpac.com.au 

.westpac.com.pg 



mart innovSniart solutions for you 

he X'cess product is very user friendly. Telikom's wireless 

ommunication technology gives customers voice telephony 

nd fast internet (1x) access from anywhere within the 

etwork coverage area. 

ireline 

he wireline telephone retail product covers Citizen 

konomi, Citizen Residential and standard business 

ine service. These diverse range of products can 

elp you manage your lifestyle and reduce 

usiness costs 

ey Systems and PABX 

he Aristel DV-38 product is an inteligent key telephone 

ystem. It comes..as a basic unit with 4 PSTN lines 

nd 8 extentions and is expandable to 12 PSTN 

• nes and 26 extentions. It is most suitable for small 

nd medium enterprises, schools, churches, 

overnment offices, institutions and NGO groups. 

3enefits of Voice products 

Low call rates 

The high speed EVDO product is 

very user friendly. Telikom's wireless 

communication technology gives customers 

high speed internet access. Use it at home 

or when you're on the road, at the beach or simply out and about. 

Landline Internet • ADSL 

ADSL is a landline internet product suited for 

residential and family users. Customers pay a 

one time fee for equipment installation. 

Postpaid customers pay a monthly usage charge. 

High speed Broadband (4G) • WIMAX 
WiMax Internet, Data and Voice product is 

a high speed broadband product suited for 

residential, business and corporate use. 

Benefits of Data products 

• High speed internet 

• Affordable rates 

• More surf time 

TELIKOM PNG 
A.lu..,o..y~ U.,~ .. ~I 
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Simbai is the home of the Kalam tribe in 
the heart of the highlands of Madang. It is 
one of Papua New Guinea's undeveloped 
places where people still live a subsistence 
lifestyle in traditional villages scattered 
through pristine wilderness territory and 
untouched by westernisation. 

With a unique, authentic, living and breathing showcase 
of Kalam culture, staged for no one but themselves, their 
ancestors would definitely have turned in their graves in 
pride and joy. 

When my French friend Marc Dozier, a Papua New 
Guinea specialist, described Simbai to me, I knew it 
would be my next destination in PNG. So, when I landed 
at the tiny airstrip in Simbai recently to watch the 
festival , I was so excited. I didn't know I would spend 
one of my most memorable experiences in Papua New 
Guinea. 

A Kalam sing sing welcomed me at the airstrip and 
escorted me all the way (a 20-minute walk) to the eco
friendly Kalam Guesthouse (120 kina a/night, three meals 
a day and activities included). It was a reception I didn't 
dream of. It was mind-blowing, awesome and unique 
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Visitors simply stand and watch in amazement (or join 
in .... as Kalam men parade around the station with their 
huge head-dresses decorated with bright green beetle 
exoskeletons (more than 1000 on each). 

Once a year, the week-long cultural festival, 
which is normally hosted in the third week of 
September, features the initiation of young 
boys by nose piercing ("sutim nus" in tok 
pidgin). Young boys about 10 to 17 years old 
go into a "hausboi" (men's house) to learn 
about initiation rites from village elders and 
get their noses pierced. 

This initiation ceremony is slotted in 
concurrence with bride price payments, pig 
killings - culminating in feasting and all-night 
dancing and chanting extravaganzas. 

Traditionally, a major initiation ceremony 
using over 100 pigs is held every three to six 
years. It is a genuine cultural phenomenon 
when all the surrounding villagers flow into 
Simbai station for the occasion. 

Visitors simply stand and watch in 
amazement or in awe (or join in if you want 
to kill a pig or have your nose pierced ... ) as 
Kalam men parade around the station with 
their huge head-dresses decorated with 
bright green beetle exoskeletons (more than 
1000 on each). 

The crowns of the head-dresses are 
decorated with bird feathers comprising 
those of the cockatoo, parrots, lorikeets and 
bird of paradise species. Small round kina 
shells are hooked on to and hang suspended 
from the hole in the nose while others insert 
King of Saxony bird of paradise feathers. 
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There is no other place in PNG that has such 
unique head-dresses. When it comes to body 
decoraiions, their bodies are heavily donned 
with "bilas" (body ornaments) such as large 
kina shells, hornbill (kokomo) beak necklaces, 
cuscus fur, wild garden flowers and arm 
bands. Pig fat provides the final shine. 

This festival is a 'real heaven' for 
photographers. 

This year, a top female photographer (twice 
World Press Award). Isabel Munoz, from 
Spain, was there to record all this beauty. 

After being immersed in this unique cultural 
phenomenon and four days of feasting on pig 
meat every day during breakfast, lunch and 
dinner and making many local friends, I was 
ready to leave but by then, I had developed 
an emotional attachment to Simbai, its culture 
and people. 

On the plane and with the mountains of 
Simbai in the background, I told myself, 
'Simbai, I will definitely return!' 
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hile a large group of workers were 
busy raising the structure for the main 
festival building, a row of blue sails 
were seen approaching out in the bay. 

They had good, strong winds blowing from the 
southeast, giving them wonderful speed and 
soon they were aiming for the beach by the 
festival grounds. They were the sailing canoes 
of Rabaraba, on the northern coast. 

They had been on their way for two days, 
and now, with white foam around their bows 
and outriggers, they were ready to land, like 
a conquering blue armada. One man stood in 
the front of each canoe holding a good-size 
round pole, which he dropped in front of the 
canoe just when they reached the water's 
edge, making it roll, still with its sail fully filled, 
nicely on to the beach. 

They were the first guests arriving for the 
Canoe and Kundu Festival (2010) in Alotau. 
This festival has quickly established itself 
as one of the major cultural events in Papua 
New Guinea with participants joining in from 
the islands and the coasts of Milne Bay, and 
sometimes with groups from other provinces 
as well. 

For three days, the show goes on with 
sailing and canoeing competitions, dancing 
performances, cultural demonstrations and 
other activities, and the town thrives with 
people and life. On the festival grounds below 
the market place, two rows of large shelters 
are set up to house the participants and 
inside are small stalls for selling handicrafts, 
refreshments, company presentations and 
two dancing arenas. 



When the Rabaraba group has settled in their 
allotted shelter, more groups arrive and on 
~he main building, the nypa roof sections are 
put in place. All around town everything is 
getting ready for the many guests and for the 
grand occasion: streets are cleaned, shop 
signs are painted, extra supplies are brought 
in for shops and markets and everywhere the 
expectations produce smiling faces. 

Hotels and guest houses are filled, and 
e 'Orion' cruise ship has docked at he 

nternational wharf. The bulk of visitors are 
ationals - wantoks and friends of hosts and 
articipants - but one also sees more travellers 
om abroad than usual. Are we ready then? 

On the Friday morning, a slight shower is 
followed by a wonderful rainbow promising a 
pot of gold on the festival grounds - maybe 
a sign from higher powers saying that they 
are with us. 

Down by the beach the conch shells are 
sounding and some VIP guests are landed 
from big canoes, now all decorated with 
palm fronds, shells, banners and other 
ornaments. 

The grounds are already filled with 
spectators and everywhere you see groups 
of dancers and paddlers getting ready 
to take part. From the festival building, 

speakers are announcing the next events 
while PNG's national radio takes in singers 
to go live on air; commerce also picks up 
very quickly around the stalls, and soda, 
snacks and betel nut are consumed with 
enthusiasm. There is music, colours, laughs 
and smiles all over - the festival is on! 

Over by one of the big shelters, wonderful 
singing is heard and many people gather 
around to listen. It's the group from Wari 

Island who has time to wait before their 
official dancing and paddling, and they are 
all gathered in their shelter with guitars and 
songs. 
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Their singing comes out with such energy an,v, 
joy, the beautiful harmonies fill the air, and th~v 
music lifts the spirits to even greater heights. n 

When the races are on, the beach is filled 
with spectators. The sailing canoes are lined v 
up and their crews stand waiting for the start 0 

signal. When it comes, they push their vesselq 
out and jump on - water splashing; commandc 
shouted - and the colourful sails catch the F 
breeze and off they go. 

They steer for Gwawili village on the other sid11 
of the bay. Over there, they must pick a stone t 
from the beach before returning to the festiv<I( 

1 
ground and see who is the fastest. 1 

Some groups demonstrate how a big canoe 1 

full of men was greeted in the olden days 



cwhen coming to a village for trading or 
lvisiting. On shore spears are shown with 
raised arms by war-painted tribesmen who 
take threatening dancing steps in front of the 
visitors. Son;;ie show a confrontation, while 
others show friendly meetings. 

'The groups from Woodlark Island and Waluma 
I on Fergusson demonstrate the famous Kula 
Ring trading rituals, where the long, intricate 
and symbolic bagi necklaces are exchanged. 

Tnere are also some Rossel Islanders showing 
'how to make the treasured, small red scallop 
I pieces that are used for the bagi and also for 
the smaller necklaces that have become a 
trademark of Milne Bay province. 

The races with the Lopo war canoes are the 

The two arenas are filled with music and dancing ... 
what a show! What can match a Papua New Guinea 
sing-sing when it comes to colours, dancing and 
genuine tradition? 

crowd's favourite because here all the action 
is close to the beach, and one can really get a 
feel of the challenge, the adrenaline pumping 
and the sweat. In their traditional outfit, 
which is basically a palm leaf lap-lap and a 
headband, the paddlers hover around before 
getting into the canoes. They look at their 
opponents, trying to find out how good they 
might be: it's best to have another betel nut 
before starting - the local all-purpose steroid 
and energiser. 

Then, the canoes pull out and it's a beautiful 
sight: the long, slender hulls are painted in 
white, red and black, and have elaborate 
ornaments like the dragon's heads in their 
bows and tails in the stern. 

For the first minute, it's a close race, but it's 
not easy to maintain top speed and steer the 
long canoe at the same time. One of the lopos 
gets off balance and tips over - the good thing 
it's not a war but just a friendly competition! 
The others continue around a buoy and then 
fight their way back. 

On the beach, the crowd is cheering from 
the bottom of their lungs, some now even 

standing in the water waving in excitement. 
The winner receives a great ovation when 
it crosses the finishing line, and then all the 
crews are welcomed back to the beach by 
cheering, hugs and laughter. 

The winners are proud and have the broadest 
smiles, of course, but even the soaked boats 
men that tipped over just smile and laugh. This 
truly is a festival of smiles. 

The big group from Rabaraba didn't come only 
for the sailing; they also have an impressive 
dancing group. Like their neighbours up in Oro 
province, the men wear the spectacular head
dresses with feathers from all sorts of birds, 
all artistically brought together into the most 
beautiful, colourful set-ups. 

When they dance their way into the arena, 
their kundu drums are sounding along with the 
singing, while the big, heavy cassowary dusks 
are swaying to the beat from the back of their 
necks. 

When they change rhythm, the singing stops, 
and the men take their pig tusk necklaces 1n 
their mouths and the crowd then knows that 
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a new set of songs and dances are about to begin -
what a show! What can match a Papua New Guinea 
sing-sing when it comes to colours, dancing and 
genuine tradition? 

There is room for the more humorous initiatives 

and competitions as well: a group of residents 
from the Highlands region made some costumes 
of cardboard, metal scrap, some feathers and lots 
of bright paint, somewhat in the style of their real 
outfits, and they put on a spontaneous little dancing 
show to much amusement. 

After three intense days, a traditional food exchange 
between the participating groups round off the event 
and leaders of the festival committee and some of 
the sponsors give their official thanks to all involved. 

No fences or gates are needed here, and the police 
seemed relaxed and smiling as everyone else. It's 
just a big joyous feast. Yes, Alotau does it again 
- the festival has lived up to, and maybe topped 
everyone's expectations. 



Next year, we'll win, one of 
the men says. Then, they 
look at each other and 
laugh. They know they'll be 
back next year, not to win 
-but just to have a really 
good time. 

[ Procureit ) 
Global Procurement & Supply 

LNG and Oilfield Equipment including: 

111111!:~~~-~·!J <Q 
ATEX approved Tools & Machinery 

• Bearings • Drilling Supplies • Electrical Equipment • Engineering Supplies 
• Fasteners • Hose & Fittings • Pipeline Supplies • Pumps 

• Safety Equipment • Spare Parts • Valves • Workshop Equipment 
• Seafreight and Airfreight Consolidators 

Procureit Australia Pty Ltd 
Unit 4/40 Leonard Crescent, Brendale OLD 4500 AUSTRALIA 

Ph: +617 3314 2808 • Fax: +617 3314 2321 
Email: sales@procureit.com.au • Web: www.procureit.com.au 

The next morning the area is cleared and the 
groups from near and far get ready to leave. 
The big, open ground is swept, rubbish is 
driven off and PMVs come by to pick up the 
mainland visitors. By the beach, the canoes 
are getting ready for the return journey. 

Some Waluma men are standing watching 
the bay and the sky, hoping for better winds 
- maybe the paddles in their hands is what is 
going to take them home to Fergusson Island. 

Well, they've had a great time anyway. They 
have shown to others and the world that they 
have a living cult'.Jre; that they still know how 
to sail and paddle, to sing and dance, and that 
even their old trading traditions are kept alive. 

Next year, we'll win, one of the men says. 
Then, they look at each other and laugh. They 
know they'll be back, not to win but just . -4li. 
to have a really good time. V 
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PNG HEALTHCARE 
Medical / Life Insurance for Papua New Guineans 

Kwila Insurance Century Insurance 

Aon Risk Services (PNG) Limited 
PO Box 479, Level 4, Aon Haus, MacGregor Street, Port Moresby, NCO, 121 Ph: (675) 322 4500 



NCS Meeting the Challenge - Every Day 

NCS is a PNG owned and operated company with over 17 years of professional, 
reliable and trustworthy service delivery to the largest mining operations in the country. 

Papua New Guinea 

tAGOffb., I.NG Plant. 
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Picture this: You've been on 
the move for 20 hours through 
every kind of inhospitable 
terrain; you're sleep deprived 
and exhausted to the point of 
crawUng; ifs pitch black night 
in one of the most remote 
locations in the world, and 
you're cUnging to a seemingly 
never-ending cUff face which 
would mean certain death if you 
fall. Your feet have been wet for 
so long the skin is coming loose 
inside your shoes and you are 
covered in leeches. And ... you've 
still got more than 10 hours to 
go. 
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o most mere mortals, a trek of this 
nature would sound more like the stuff of 
nightmares that no-one in his or her right 
mind would choose to do. 

But that's just what a group of Australian and 
New Zealand expatriates living in Lae, Papua 
New Guinea, did - and they went back for 
more. 

Just months after setting a new speed record 
on Morobe Province's Black Cat Track, Christy 
King, Aimee Pomare, Simon Vandestadt and 
Darren Rohan ran the Kokoda Trail. 

For the fittest of professional endurance 
athletes, this would be a gruelling dual. But 
what makes this feat so remarkable is that 
none of them are. 

Ask them and they'll insist they're just four 
ordinary people in their 30s and 40s, who 
spend their days working and raising their 
families. What sets them apart is that they 
have a taste for adventure and a challenge. 

It all began when Christy, a registered nurse, ~ 
wife and mother to two young sons, walked ; 
the Black Cat track 'slowly' over five days and j 
caught the trekking bug. 

• When she asked her guides whether they 
thought she could run it, she was told it would 
take an extraordinary amount of training to be J 
fit enough. r 

It was a response which only served to spark : 
her resolve and she immediately began 
researching extreme trekking and discovered ' 
the Kokoda Challenge - a race along the 
96-kilometre Kokoda track. 1 

I Her enthusiasm to take on the challenge soon 
1 prompted others to jump on board. Before 

long, she had assembled a team of four and a I 
sponsor in Powerade. 1 

The Lae community also pitched in as . 
Powerade Team CK (Challenge Kokoda) set ' 
out to raise funds to buy much-needed safety ' 
equipment for the local police force. 



It's not the distance that makes the Black t t diffl ult. 
The terrain is ,a~ rough and rarely trodden, ,a ing 

jit among the toughest walks in the world. gui is 
essential because there really is no path to t. 

j 

! Aimee Pomare, mother of seven, a former 
New Zealand police officer and now head of 
security at Coca Cola Amatil PNG was the 
other wom8[1 in the foursome. 

The two men included Simon Vandestadt, 
a father of two, keen cyclist, and senior 
executive with Dulux Group, and Darren 
Rohan, father of two, and General Manager of 

1 Nosrida, a Lae-based construction company. 

1 Darren is the first to admit he was the least fit 
to begin with - his sporting prowess limited to 
friendly games of touch footy every so often 
and sinking SP beer down at the local yacht 
club. 

To help get the team trek-fit, they enlisted the 

help of personal trainer Clare Read, another 
Kiwi expatriate living in Lae. 

"The fitness test that Clare put on us was 
funny. She told us the day before that we'd be 
doing a fitness test tomorrow morning and it 
was like woops, I drank beer! It was hell." 

Training 

And so began a 22-week training programme, 
which included strength training and two-hour 
runs, which in Lae is a feat in itself. 

Unable to run around the city's streets by 
themselves safely, they took to running in 
the early hours of the morning with a support 
truck, which they could always clamber onto. 

Treadmills also proved useful, according to 
Christy. 

"We followed the programme she put in place 
for us quite religiously, she was excellent." 

The only problem was that it was time 
consuming. Aimee says the workouts virtually 
took over her non-working hours. 

"I really enjoyed the training but missing out 
on that family time was for me, the hardest 
thing. 

"Our families came on the journey with us -
willingly or unwillingly," adds Simon. 

The Black Cat run, a 65-kilometre course from 
coastal Salamaua to mountainous Wau, was 
originally scheduled as part of the training, to 
give the team more practice at hill climbs. 

It's not the distance that makes the Black Cat 
trek difficult. The terrain is raw, rough and 
rarely trodden, rating it among the toughest 
walks in the world. 

A guide is essential because there really is no 
path to follow. The trail was initially used by 
gold miners in the 1920s and 1930s and later, 
the Japanese army trudged across it as they 
moved over land from Salamaua, during World 
War II. 

To be precise, the group didn't actually pass 
through Black Cat village, which was the site 
of the Black Cat gold mine, which gave the 
track its name. 

They took a detour at one point to dodge a 
particularly dangerous section, and instead 
passed through the village of Skindiwai. 
Christy says almost every trekker now takes 
this route. 

"We were so excited and thought we were 
going to do it in 17 hours. It was a huge reality 
check." 

The practice hike proved to be no dry run. In 
fact, as Aimee points out, it was wetter than 
wet. 

"The first 10 hours we were in water up to 
our waist. We changed our socks when 
we thought we were on our final climb. We 
thought we'd stay dry from that point but 
actually there are all these other little creeks 
that you have to go through, we were just wet 
constantly." 

The thought of what could be lurking beneath 
the surface played on her mind every time her 
feet got wet. 

"Five minutes into it, there was a snake, that's 
where I lost it. From then on, I walked the river 
crossings with a bush knife, ready to strike. I 
was also worried about crocs." 

Christy's breaking point came during the night, 
when she began to suffer from a rapid drop in 
her blood sugar level. Put simply, she hadn't 
been consuming enough sugar to keep up 
with what her body was using. 
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Evidence from the battles 
of World War II was 
also a point of interest, 
particularly for Aimee, 
who has a military 
background, and Simon. 
He says the villagers will 
show it to trekkers but 
have no real motivation 
to collect anything. 
''There are masses of 
bomb shells near Mubo, 
as well as canons. 
Villagers were digging 
up live bombs when we 
walked through. 11 
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She says the timing couldn't have been worse, 
with the team forced to negotiate two fresh 
landslides. 

"It was a solid eight hours of climbing over 
logs, all uphill and highly technical. We were 
clinging to rock faces, we had to use ropes 
and there were lots of other bits where you 
had to climb down using the ropes because it 
was just so dangerous and that was all in the 
dark and I felt dizzy that whole time." 

Twenty two hours into the trek, as the group 
neared the village of Skindiwai, her body had 
had enough. Aimee illustrates her extreme 
fatigue. 

"Christy was just like 'I need to sleep, I need to 
sleep' and she crawls past us on her hands and 
knees, she gets to the door of this house, and 
asks 'can I come in?' They didn't have much 
choice, they said yes, but Christy goes back 
again and I'm thinking 'where is she going?"' 

"She grabs her pack, crawls back on her hands 
and knees, goes under this bar which they've 
got hot water hanging off above the fire, knocks 
it, crawls over to the space right next to the 
fire where there's a child still sleeping, puts her 

pack down, headlight on full so everyone she 5 
looks at is blinded or waking up, and she lays ;1 

down and starts going to sleep." ~ 

"Then she says 'I need to go to the loo.' She~ 
looks at the people, then gets up, crawls out," 
bumps everybody and everything and goes r 
outside. 

"Then she comes back, takes her socks off a 
and hangs them above the fireplace, above f 
the water, so they were dripping into the fresh 
drinking water. You should have seen the loo!r 
on the villagers' faces." ~ 

Simon, the diplomat of the group, says the 
locals were extremely tolerant. 

"There are a few taboos in village life and I 
7 

reckon hanging your dripping socks above t~ 
drinking water has to rate as one of the big 

1 
ones." 

Aimee laughs as she recalls how Christy 
wanted to stay in the village. 

"She was telling us to go on without her, 
and that she would stay with the people in _ 
Skindiwai and their faces, were like, 'No way,' 
get her out of here"'. 



, 50 , 45 minutes later, after a cat nap and a 
; ,ugar hit - courtesy of a squashed, sodden 
'Jutella sandwich - Christy was confronted 
Nith again putting one foot in front of the other 

1 
. for another nine hours. 

I, 
rhe group had two guides with them, Kerry 
and Ninga, who decided to do a bit of hunting 
,long the way. 

Renewed optimism 

:~arren says it was a wonderful experience 
Nhich gave them renewed optimism and 
,elped recharge their batteries. 

'They were off into the bush, catching 
oossums, bandicoots and eels and they were 
aving a great time, which sort of changed our 

whole outlook and the track became wider, 
Nhich also helped." 

'Then the sun came out and it was really 
~ood, we all got a burst of energy," Christy 
,ffirms. 

3ut the masses of leeches ensured they didn't 
~et a moment's respite, as Darren explains. 

'We just wanted to sit down for five minutes 

and you'd sit down and the leeches would 
just jump on you, so you couldn't just rest and 
relax." 

He said that with their food supplies spent, a 
quick pick-me-up helped ensure they made it. 

"At Charlie's Rest, five hours out, one of 
our guides gave us each some lollies and a 
mouthful of Tang that were part of his rations. 
It was like 'bang' everybody was back on 
board." 

He says the final four hours were downhill all 
the way, under a blazing hot sun and amongst 
kunai grass. 

"Christy could see the car waiting for us and 
she was off like a rocket and we were all 
sprinting to keep up." 

Christy is the first to admit that for her, 
the last few kilometres proved emotionally 
overwhelming. 

"I was running, I was crying, really in quite a 
state. I was never going to do Kokoda after 
Black Cat." 

Aimee also shed some tears on the final 

stretch. "Despite our gaiters, our shins were cut 
to pieces, because the trees just kept slapping 
on them. When we got back to the car, we 
could barely walk." 

Only now are they able to truly value the 
experiences they had on their 31-hour long 
trek. 

Darren says the sheer isolation of the villages 
they passed through was fascinating. 

"Compared to Kokoda, it's just so untouched. 
The people who live along the track have to 
walk for days to get anywhere so they haven't 
been influenced by outside communities and 
they've still got respect for their elders and 
that sense of community. The older generation 
still has a hold on the younger generation. 
But they do have a lot of health issues and no 
services at all. They're being forced to move 
out of those hills, so they can have access to 
schools and medical help." 

Evidence from the battles of World War II was 
also a point of interest, particularly for Aimee, 
who has a military background, and Simon. He 
says the villagers will show it to trekkers but 
have no real motivation to collect anything. 

"There are masses of bomb shells near Mubo, 
as well as canons. Villagers were digging up 
live bombs when we walked through. 

"The hill alongside the Francisco River has 
got a lot of bomb craters along it and there is 
a museum in Komiatum, which is just up from 
Salamaua, where they've got a lot of good 
relics. 

"Then, there's Skindiwai, which was the site of 
an Australian base - it's littered with bombs, 
ammunition, helmets and wreckage from 
planes and cars." 

The group is also quick to acknowledge that 
the trek did serve its purpose as a training 
run. Christy, in particular, learned lessons on 
nutrition and hydration the hard way. 

"I didn't have enough food on Black Cat 
and next to no sugar and for the first couple 
of days after we finished, I was on a drip to 
replenish my body. I thought there was no 
way I was strong enough to do Kokoda but 
the guys pulled out the Top Gun inspirational 
speech and we all got back into training 
for Kokoda. My nutrition on Kokoda was 
outstanding." 

She says the Black Cat run was also a major 
bonding session. 

"It really brought us together as a group. We 
discovered our weaknesses and strengths." 

For instance, at Kokoda, Darren was placed 
at the back of the line at night because he'd 
proven to be fast in the dark. But Darren admits 
there was an ulterior motive - his fellow trekkers 
wanted to breathe fresh air. 

The group had decided to walk Kokoda back 
to front because it made more sense for 
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them logistically and so they could cheer on 
competitors of the Kokoda Challenge as they 
crossed paths. 

It took a full day to reach Kokoda from Lae 
- they left before dawn, travelled to Port 
Moresby and boarded a plane to Popondetta, 
then jumped in a truck to get to Kokoda. By 
the time they arrived, it was dark again. 

The group stayed overnight at Priscilla's 
Lodge, where they enjoyed a home cooked 
meal and slept under mosquito nets. 

As dawn was breaking the following morning, 
they hit the ground running - that is, until 
they hit the first mountain climb, which they 
continued to tackle for no less than 15 hours. 
The group finally stopped when they reached 
what is now referred to jokingly as the 'false 
pass'. 

Darren says the name came about because 
of Simon's dubious navigation skills. It should 
be noted that Simon had walked Kokoda the 
previous year. 

"Simon says to us, that's it, we've done the 
hardest part, we're at the top of the hill now', 
so here we are exhausted but thrilled, high 
fives, yeah highest point done." 

But the cheering was short-lived. Simon 
relates the moment of torment when they were 
informed by other trekkers that the pass was 
actually another three kilometres uphill. 

"Aimee had said she would kill me if this 
wasn't it. Luckily, there were plenty of 
witnesses otherwise I would've been dead." 

They got to the 'real' Kokoda Gap at 6pm, as 
darkness was falling. Just as they put their 
head lamps on, they passed the eventual 
winner, Brendan Buka, who also holds the 
course record of 16 hours and 34 minutes. 
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Simon remains in awe of Brendan's seemingly 
effortless movement. 

"He just oozed strength and composure as he 
stepped past us in his 26 kina Dunlop runners. 
We found it hard to comprehend how he'd 
come so far in 12 hours." 

Darkness brought with it strong winds, which 
Darren says brought tree branches down and 
hampered their efforts to cook dinner and stay 
warm. 

"It picked up our fire, it picked up the sand, we 
were lucky our packs weren't ignited." 

He says compared to Black Cat, the Kokoda 
track is heavily populated and they passed 
through dozens of villages. However, he points 
out that going through villages at night was 
a bit of a non-event, because everyone was 
asleep. 

"You've got the headlamp and so you look 
over and shine the light straight in their houses 
and you're like, ok I want to look in but I can't, 
I'll wake them up ... ok I'll just do it quickly." 

Christy tried to make the most of the night 
trekking. 

"We had a few stops where we all looked up 
at the stars, we laid back on our packs and 
that was really nice." 

By the time they arrived at Myola, it was just 
before dawn and the dew was settling on the 
grass and on their clothes, which were already 
soaked with sweat. 

To make matters worse, the blisters on 
Simon's feet were getting the better of him. 

According to Aimee, he was ready to call 
it quits. "Simon said to me, this is our last 
chance, what do you reckon? Do we get a 
plane to land here and get us out? 

I said no way!" 

Then, without a local guide who could help 
them find the track leading out of Myola, they 
took a half hour detour as they searched for 
it, padding around the village, across the 
airfield and back again, their frustration and 
exhaustion simultaneously rising. 

Eventually, they found it, but Christy says they 
were only able to walk for another three hours 
before sleep deprivation sets in. 

"Kerry, our guide from Morobe who also did 
Black Cat with us, said 'I have to sleep, if I 
don't sleep' ... you know he was getting really 
cranky." 

Aimee relates how Simon's questionable 
navigation skills once again came to the fore 
as they tried to decide where they would stop 
to rest their heads. 

"We get to this village that's pumping, there 
were fires going, people were having breakfast 
and we said let's just stop, go in there and join 
them and Simon's like 'no, not this one, five 
minutes more there's another one'. Yeah right, 
we went through another five villages and a 
river crossing." 

Worth it 

Darren concurs. "He kept saying five more 
minutes and I'm thinking these five minutes 
are getting longer and longer and longer." 

But Christy reminds them that in the end, it 
was worth it. 

"We got to this clearing and this lovely little 
family was there, it wasn't even a village, just 
one family and we asked if we could sleep 
somewhere and whether they could light a fire 
and boil some water for us. So we went up 
to this guesthouse to lie down and the next 
minute they threw these pillows up, it felt like 
five star." 

They woke up half an hour later, fully 
recharged. Aimee says they were even able to 
indulge in a hot breakfast. 

"That family was just so accommodating, it 
was unbelievable and thank goodness, we 
didn't do anything inappropriate like hang 
dripping socks over their drinking water." 

After they left, they hit another undulating area, 
and found going down much more difficult 
that going up. Constantly sliding on stones 
their feet were bearing the brunt of the imp~ct. 

Darren admits they'd underestimated how 
difficult the terrain would be. 

"When you run down a hill for two hours, your 
feet are bruised and just torn apart and it's 
difficult to keep going." 

Climbing to lmita Ridge was another major 
challenge, because it was at that point that 
Simon's body began to succumb to the effects 
of the heat. 

He says the setback sparked the true spirit 



SHIPPING & LOGISTICS SERVICES 
• SEA FREIGHT • CHARTER • TUG & BARGE • WHARFAGE • STEVEDORING • STORAGE • TRUCKING 
HEAD OFFICE: PO Box 750 Lae, Morobe Province, Papua New Guinea, Phone: (675) 472 1990, Fax: (675) 472 6025, Email: info@bismark.com.pg 

POM OFFICE: PO Box 1824 POM, NCO, Papua New Guinea, Phone: (675) 320 1013, Fax: (675) 321 3135, Email: info@bismark.com.pg 
Please contact us or visit our website for further information. www.bismark.com.pg 



LOCAL DESTINATIONS 

of mateship and endurance, on which the 
Kokoda legend is built. 

"Christy and Aimee picked up on the signs 
and ensured I soaked at Ofi Creek and again 
at loribaiwa, where we stopped for a longer 
rest and feed. Darren also carried my pack for 
much of that section." 

Christy says to lug an extra 15 kilogrammes 
on such a taxing part of the track, was quite a 
feat for Darren. 

"It just went on and on and on, for about two 
hours. Simon had promised a beautiful field of 
kunai grass at the top and a straight track and 
we just wanted to reach this oasis." 

But Darren says it wasn't to be. "We got up 
to the top and then we had to come straight 
back down again. It was only this tiny little 
section of kunai!" 

They walked for a further two hours after the 
sun had set on the second day of the trek, 
which Aimee laments was a mental low point. 

"The hardest thing was turning that torch back 
on again the second night. I struggled with 
that. I didn't want to do dark again." 

The turning point came when the group 
realised that if they kept going at a steady 
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pace, they were likely to break the 40-hour 
mark. 

Simon says they began powering ahead, even 
though the final leg was a frustrating climb. 

"It was just sandy, like a dune, really hard to 
get a grip." 

When they crossed the finish line 39 hours 
after they set off, it was a moment of quiet 
exhilaration. This time around, there were no 
tears and their bodies recovered quickly. 

Darren advises anyone planning on doing a 
similar slog to book a post-trek hotel with no 
stairs. 

"We had to climb stairs to get to our rooms. 
It was like some sort of cruel joke after 
continuously climbing up and down thousands 
of metres for the past day and a half and then 
sitting motionless in a car for an hour. Painful 
with a capital 'P' ." 

Their feet were extremely tender with the 
wrinkly skin centimetres thick when they took 
their shoes off. Even months after the trek, 
there are still some numb toes. 

However, Simon points out that while the treks 
may have taken their toll physically, all four 
members of the team are stronger mentally 

for having accomplished what they set out t 
achieve. 

"I wanted to give up so many times but I jus 
kept thinking that no matter how sore and 
tired I felt, I didn't have malaria or dysentery, 
I wasn't carrying 40 kilogrammes of guns an 
ammunition, I wasn't being shot at and whe 
I got to the end, there would be a car to tak 
me to a hotel where I could sleep! 

"I can only guess what it was really like for 
the diggers in World War II, but I feel 
exceptionally privileged to have shared 
some of that pain." 

FACT BOX 
Getting there 
Black Cat Trail 
Air Niugini: POM - Lae + 40 mins 
boat ride to Salamaua 

or 
Air Niugini: POM - Bulolo + 1-hour 
drive to Wau 

Kokoda Trail 
Air Niugini POM - Popondetta + 

4-hour drive to Kokoda 
or 

61-kilometre drive from Port Moresby 
to Ower's Corner 

More information 
w.pngtrekkingadventures.com.au 
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Cairns 
-Australia's gateway 

toPNG 

Cairns is ideally positioned as 
Australia's gateway to PNG. 
Economic, social and cultural links 
are strong, and the respective 
Chambers of Commerce work 
cooperatively and productively. 

Cairns is an established base for 
large PNG mining projects, with 
frequent air services allowing 
business operators and mine 
workers to comfortably commute. 

Rapid growth in PNG's resource 
sector has spurred shipping and 
logistics company Silentworld to 
establish a regular container and 
general cargo shipping service 
between Cairns and Port Moresby. 
By using Port Moresby's smaller 
APC wharf and experienced 
shipping agencies the service avoids 
port congestion and delays in 
unloading. 

Perishable goods including fresh 
produce, meat and pharmaceuticals, 
as well as_any equipment, materials, 
household effects and other cargo 
can now be shipped via Cairns to 
Port Moresby for transhipment 
throughout PNG. Fruit and 
vegetables supplier Simon George 
& Sons and procurement company 
Procure One are able to use this 
service for their PNG clients. 

Cooling specialist Jackson & 
Jackson Refrigeration can now 
directly ship freezers, coolrooms, 
airconditioning and water cooling 
systems from Cairns expediting 
their installation and maintenance 
services. PNG companies are also 
now able to ship equipment back 
to Cairns for urgent servicing and 
maintenance. 
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- , 
Some of Gickmai Kundun's creations in Port Moresby .. bronze lion fish (above), painted turtles at Koki and the huge bronze Erima bird of paradise (right). 

THE MASTER 
METAL WORKER p 

T 

The multi-talented Gickmai Kundun; 
11 

BY DIANA MCMANUS E 

any of us have gazed in awe, 
these last couple of years, at the 
appearance on Port Moresby's 
roundabouts of the huge bronze 
Erima bird of paradise, the 

bronze lion fish and lakatoi homecoming 
at Hanuabada, the enormous painted 
turtles at Koki and birds of paradise at 
Boroko. 

Part of Port Moresby's beautification 
programme of our city, all were created 
by one man; the multi-talented Gickmai 
Kundun. 

Gickmai has been around for many 
years, delighting the public with his 
metal sculptures. Many people daily 
enjoy the set of human and spirit figures 
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at the Gordon's Roundabout by the BSP 
Brewery, or the family with a pig beside 
the Waigani Underpass, not to mention 
the triffid-like creation, opposite the 
Botanical Gardens. 

Yet surprisingly, they do not delight 
the creator himself. He feels a bit 
compromised by them. "I made them on 
commission," he says, "but they are not 
really me. I prefer to create in my own 
time and at my own pace, and express 
what's inside of me at the time." 

This gentle, modest, man is quite hard 
to track down. He doesn't promote his 
art at the markets or in public places 
like so many other artists because he 
finds that demeaning. And he is not 

in the least bit materialistic. He does , 
not live on his art and prefers to keep 
that dimension of himself creative and I 
expressive. 

I 
"Art is a private expression and somethin, 
that comes from the heart," he maintains; 
"I like to earn the money it brings, but I ; 
don't need it to live on. Over the years 
I've done many things to support my 
family, from selling betel nut, gardening to' 
collecting rubbish. If people want to see 1 

or buy my art, they can come and visit rn' 
at my place or find me through Amanda.'· 

Amanda Adams is the proprietor of 
Art Stret Gallery where I was lucky 
enough to catch up with Gickmai and 
see a range of his stunning work at 

. 



he opening of an exhibition dedicated 
olely to his works. 

his was an expression of the things 
e likes to produce; a mixture of scrap 
etal sculpture and images in charcoal 

3nd pastel. 

I must admit I was surprised and 
Jverwhelmed by the quantity and 
~uality of the wall art when I'd always 

3ssociated his name with metal 
sculpture. A couple of my favourite 
pieces were 01 Bikman-Four Chiefs, 
Two Sisters and Following the Leader. 

Amanda has been a supporter of local 
contemporary artists for many years, 
including Gickmai, and is the driving 
force behind the popular Luk Save Art 
Exhibition held annually at the Royal 
Papua Yacht Club. 

one of her goals is to promote PNG Art 
abroad and she has forged a number of 
contacts with galleries and art dealers 
around the Pacific and further afield. 

l Amanda accompanied Gickmai to 
exhibit in New Zealand at the 2009 
Liklik Luk Save Exhibition in Aukland 

inat Parnell, th~ art district filled with 
lSgalleries, art dealerships and trendy little 

cafes. 

"He was amazing," she commented. 
t "We didn't take one piece of his art with 
,
0 
us. He created it all when we got there. 

- We found a workshop we could hire 
~ for three weeks from a metal working 
l company with a hard core of Pacific 

islands welders and fabricators on the 
workforce. 

He began cutting, welding and 
constructing the moment he could lay 

his hands on the tools. The guys were 
amazed. To them, he's an absolute hero 
and has changed their perception of 
metal working forever!" 

So what is this man's background? He 
originates from the village of Ombondo 
near Kundiawa in Simbu Province. His 
parents were subsistence farmers and 
had five sons and three daughters to 
support. 

He went to a prep mission school run 
by the Catholic Church and then to the 
Mingendi Catholic Mission school for 
a couple of years where he started off 
living in the girls' dormitory and was 
cared for by the Catholic sisters! Severe 
bouts of malaria caused his father to 
take him back to the village where they 
continued and very nearly killed him. 

Back on course, he completed his 
education at Pari Primary T-school for 
nationals, then the family transferred 
to Mt Hagen in the spacious Western 
Highlands Province as part of a 
resettlement scheme to relieve 
population pressure in small Simbu. 

His father had applied for land in Wagi 
Valley where they lived in the new village 
of Kondopina. It was at Kondopina that 
his artistic talents were first exposed. He 
relates how the teacher was supposed 
to draw pictures on the blackboard to 
inspire the students to write stories 
about them. But his drawing skills were 
miserable. He would ask Gickmai to do 
the drawings for him and that's how his 
interest in art was fired. 

Gickmai completed his standard 
six exams and attended Mt Hagen 
Secondary School from 1972 -75. 

He began cutting, eldm and 
constructing the moment he 
could lay his hands on the tools. 
The guys were amazed. To them, 
he's an absolute hero and has 
changed their perception of 
metal working forever! 

Gickmai Kundun ... a11d 011e of his 
works at the Art Strei Gallery. 

PARADISE December-January 2012 57 



G1ckma s ork 
can be found 
abroad ,n such 
pri stigious places 
as Ne Zealand's 
Te Papa Museum 
in ell,ngton, the 
East/ st research 
Ci ntre ,n Ha aii, 
and ustralia's 
Nat·onal Gallery in 
Canberra 

The Lakatoi homecoming 
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He'd always expected to follow his father's 
footsteps and become a farmer, however when 
students were placed into classes, he ended 
up in the Manual Arts stream instead. Here, 
he concentrated on woodwork and learned 
welding, at which he excelled. 

Finally, he became a Creative Arts student 
at the UPNG where he mingled with talented 
young artists and musicians (such as Buruka 
Tau and the 'Sanguma' boys). 

It was an exciting and creative time on the 
cutting edge of art and here he learnt and 
experimented in many mediums. He did a bit 
of painting but preferred sculpting. 

From student to teacher, he remained at the 
University of Papua New Guinea's Art School 
until 1997 when he left. By then, he felt the 
programme didn't suit him as it was becoming 
too academic. 

Gickmai has exhibited widely abroad at such 
venues or events as the Festival of Arts in 
Samoa, the Cook Island Festival of Arts, in 
London at the October Gallery and at most of 
the major capital cities in Australia, and has 



been to New Caledonia four times. 

He's had several overseas stints as artist 
in residence including seven months at 
the Sumba Likam Art School in Manila, 
Philippines, and for seven weeks in Bavaria, 
Germany's south. 

He also lived in India for some time watching 
the casting of bronze and helping out in the 
foundry. "Now that's a place where you can 
learn such a lot. Nothing is hidden behind 
shop fronts. Everything happens 'out in the 
street'. That's what makes it so fascinating." 

Gickmai's work can be found abroad in such 
prestigious places as New Zealand's Te Papa 
Museum in Wellington, the East/West research 
Centre in Hawaii, and Australia's National 
Gallery in Canberra. Much of it contains 
political and social commentary, which, I 
suppose, is what distinguishes 'pretty' art from 
insightful and powerful observation; the stuff 
that sets the true artist apart from simply being 
adept at his/her medium. Some of his art is 
particularly influenced by urban alienation. 

"In the villages people come together and look 

after each other. I feel very strongly that in the 
city I am on my own." 

However, whilst he feels alienated, and not 
connected to some of his commissions we, 
the people, relate very strongly to the national 
icons we see on our roundabouts. 

After viewing his work, I can only recommend 
that you take a look at the impressive range of 
his images and metal work for yourself. 

If you'd like to see Gickmai's work at his house, 
you can contact him on +675 71697862 or 
through Amanda at Art Stret. 
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CORAL SEA HOTELS 
Comfort and convenience across Papua New Guinea 

Coastwatchers Hotel (Madang) 

Ela Beach Hotel (Port Moresby) 

Gateway Hotel (Port Moresby) 

Highlander Hotel (Mt Hagen) 

Tel 422 2684 

Tel 321 2100 
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Tel 542 1355 

~Frequentflyer 
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hortly after leaving the 
smouldering hills of Goroka (in 
the Eastern Highland Province), 
we were dropping out of the 

rolling cloud with our wing tips level with 
verdant forested ridges. Below, a bright 
green (but seemingly very small) landing 
strip, cleared in the endless forest, and 
surrounded with stilted houses. We banked 
left and spiralled down, giving a glorious 
360-degree view of the surrounding forest. 
An approach and landing never seems 
conventional in this part of the world. A 
few bumps later and we had arrived. Our 
destination was the small village of Haia, 
in the heart of the Crater Mountain Wildlife 
Management Area (CMWMA). 

For all its biological wealth, plentiful forests 
and cultural diversity, Papua New Guinea 
(PNG) offers a range of opportunities to 

trek remote areas or visit communities for 
a cultural experience. Few combine these 
with an in-depth knowledge of local wildlife, 
a twist of community conservation and in 
an area that is readily accessible for the 
'average' tourist on a limited time budget. 
The CMWMA gives a wirldow on this world 
and an opportunity for eco-tourists to 
experience part of the real PNG. 

Wildlife Management Areas are co-managed 
by tribal landowners and the CMWMA is 
a conservation project based on land-use 
management by the traditional Pawaiian and 
Gimi landowners. 

As you might expect in PNG, travel is not 
always straightforward. Crater Mountain 
is accessed via small missionary airplanes 
operating on an unnervingly random pattern 
out of Goroka. 
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Patience is paramount. If the weather is good, 
you will fly, today - at some point! It is not 
uncommon for flights to be suspended or 
changed without notice and reasons include 
pig collisions on runways, though these are 
apparently rare. Often referred to as the 'island 
of the unexpected', there are two certainties: 
the skill of your pilot and a flight that is 
stunningly memorable. 

The other guarantee is the warmth of welcome 
you receive on arrival in Haia. The village of 

a few hundred people will almost certainly 
turn out on hearing the plane - as they did for 
us. Haia (and other CMWMA villages) have a 
history of 'outside' visitors - both eco-tourists 
and researchers - keen to learn more about 
the area. 

The interest stems from wanting to preserve it 
from mining and logging interests. This is not 
driven by 'outsiders' but by tribal landowners, 
spanning several villages and three provinces 
(Gulf, Chimbu and Eastern Highlands). 

All seem in agreement to conserve it. It is 
easy to see why, since this vast expanse of 
green is said to be so rich and teeming with 
wildlife that its natural value far exceeds 
any commercial appraisal of its trees or 
mineral wealth alone. This allure for tourists 
is compelling; close proximity to undisturbed 
rainforest as well as a biodiversity richness 
that comes with its low elevation. 

Haia is located in the heart of the Pawaian 
territory, accounting for nearly two thirds of the 
Crater Mountain WMA. The CMWMA is huge, 
covering an area of 2600 square kilometres 
and spanning a wide range of elevations (150 -
2100 metres). Consequently, it contains the full 



range of habitats known in_PNG, 
with primary forest blanketing 
the lower elevations, while 

!pine scrub and grasslands are 
found at higher elevations. 

over 220 bird and 80 mammal 
species have been recorded 
and the diversity of wildlife 
was evident on our arrival 
(with colourful multi-species 
bird flocks including Lonkeets, 
Honey-eaters, Fruit-doves, and 
Monarchs - to mention a few 
_ darting around), as we made 

ur way along the short walk to 
~he co-operatively-run village 
guesthouse. 

Accommodation is basic and cheap, but provides all you 
need for an overnight stay. It is only minutes away from a 
beautiful little swimming/washing hole on the Simine River. 

There is much to occupy the mind since Haia offers many 
spectacular treks and sites to visit for the very active visitor. 
It is also ideal for those who are looking to relax and enjoy 
the pace of village life, local culture and maybe some wildlife 

watching. 

After our overnight in Haia, we rose to undertake our 
planned trek along the Nimi River to the Supa Field Station. 
This is second nature to the Pa1wa1an people, who remain 
semi-nomadic hunter-gatherers, frequently moving in and 
out of the village. 

Why shouldn't your business 
travel be a pleasant experience? 
At AVIS we've made travelling in PNG our business, 
so that you can enjoy doing yours 

It's no hassle for us ... it's what we do ... 
Central Reservations call + 675 324 9400 I Fax + 675 325 3767 

Email: reservations@avis.com.pg 
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Supa is one of several field stations 
undertaking biological research in the area. 
The Wildlife Conservation Society has had 
long-standing interests in Crater Mountain, 
and whilst Supa was one of their bases, it 
is also 'home' to researchers from the PNG 
Institute of Biological Research. 

As we commenced our day's walk up the 
Nimi River, we began to see the detail of the 
CMWMA in much of its glory. Scenery and 
wildlife were great distractions from the hours 
of trekking and multiple river crossings. 

Charismatic bird species were more evident 
- Palm cockatoos, Harpy eagle and Ragianna 
Bird of Paradise - nature's gold in this land of 

green. Coincidentally if you have a particular 
interest in Birds of Paradise (like Sir David 
Attenborough), then this is a great area to see 
them, as he did. 

'Escaping' to the field station and surrounding 
forests, you sense you are in one of the few 
places where you can explore undisturbed 
forest, crest ridges and be greeted by 
waterfalls tumbling off nearby cliffs. 

The wildlife continues to intrigue, spotting 
nose-pokes of long-beaked echidnas - a spiny 
creature most closely related to the duck
billed platypus. Hearing the guttural sounds 
of cassowaries, which though flightless and 
shy, they are the largest terrestrial vertebrates 
in PNG! 

Add to this, is the cacophony of insect noise 
supported by a chorus of frogs that seem to 
drip off every plant after the rain, and these are 
daily. This is rainforest in its purest sense. 

The abundant wildlife is mirrored by the local 
hospitality. Villagers prepare traditional food 
such as sak sak (a pudding made from sago 
palm), or a mumu (food cooked in a ground 
oven). 

Only after immersing ourselves in this unique 
environment for a few days did we truly begin 
to appreciate its rarity - simple living in an 
area that is so easy to explore and yet so 
rewarding. 

Talking with the local villagers and field staff 
you begin to gain insight into their way of life, 
and slowly unlock their extensive traditional 
knowledge. Equally, you begin to realise how 
things have changed. 



Several provide lodging and 
guide services to domestic and 
international visitors interested in 
experiencing the natural wonders 
of the CMWMA but opportunities 
are still limited. With the possibility 
of industrial logging, mining, 
and oil drilling, their exposure to 
a relatively new cash economy 
has made the Pawaian people 
and Crater Mountain evermore 
vulnerable to outside influence. 

The steady trickle of researchers 
and tourists has provided some 
constant income over the past few 
years but more is needed if they 
are not to be at the mercy of less 
sensitive commercial interests. 

Help is at hand, in the form of 
a local conservation NGO, the 
Research and Conservation 

Foundation (RCF - www.rcf.org. 
pg), which has been supporting 
villagers to develop alternative 
sources of income from tourism 
and growing organically certified 
coffee and vanilla. 

Our short week gave a sense there 
is a real opportunity for well
managed, sustainable eco-tourism 
to make a positive contribution 
to the CMWMA and its people. 
Tourists benefit from an intimate 
experience of PNG life whilst 
contributing to a local economy that 
helps stem the tide of commercial 
development which would change 
the face of Crater Mountain forever. 
So why not drop in? The flight alone 
is worth the effort. It just takes an 
adventurous spirit to help secure 
nature's green and gold for the _ ._ 
people of Crater Mountain. V 

Anitua has grown its reputation for its breadth of services and ability to provide 
complete end-to-end solutions, spanning industries as diverse as hospitality, 

.- security, property development, construction, drilling and mining. 

This enables our customers to outsource many of their business and operational 
requirements, allowing them to minimise their capital investment and streamline 
their organisations. 

And our personalised way of doing business builds strong relationships based on 
respect, shared knowledge and ongoing support - bringing together the best 
aspects of partnership, smart thinking and diversity of experience. 

The combined strengths of local experience, cultural knowledge, highly trained staff 
and strong management, makes Anitua a perfect partner for your organisation. 

T o,~ml re Gu 

©anitua 
D r!e Servi es l)d r d So Jt ons 
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E-Learning 

in Papua New Guinea 

with IBBM 

KESD®E ----

The PNG Institute of Banking and Business Management Inc. is proud to introduce e-learning 
solutions to your busy schedule. 

Packed with interactive exercises and discovery learning, IBBM's E-learning Centre is a fully 
featured learning resource for banking, finance and management. 

Courses for the Finance 
and Banking Sectors ... 

• Banking and Financial Services Industry 
• Regulators of Financial Services 
• Large Corporations 
• Small and Medium Enterprises 
• Consultancy Firms 
• Software/Technology Companies 
• Educational Institutions 
• Associations for Banking, Accounting 

• Diploma in Banking 
• Diploma in Microfinance 
• Diploma in Management 

Learn while 
you earn! 

Core Banking Concepts • 
Core Financial Concepts • 

Finance & Accounting • 

For more details on available courses visit our website: 

www.ibbm.com.pg 
PNG Institute of Banking and Business Management Inc. 

Vanama (resent, P .0. Box 1721, Port Moresby, NCD 

Telephone: 321 2088 Facsimilie: 321 2960 Email: elearning@ibbm.com.pg 



HIIENDRICKSON ............. 

Ph: 472 4447 / 479 4447 Email: sales@transparts.com.pg or transparts@global.net.pg 
Fax: 472 5557 Mobile: 7687 6636 PO Box 308 Lae, Cnr Milfordhaven Rd & Malaita St. 
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PNGFP 
BUILDING 
SYSTEMS 

Design and building specialists for all commercial and residenial projects 

For more information call us on 472 4944 
Email: buildingsales@pngfp.com www.pngfp.com 

www.tufidive.com 
Bookings Phone: (675) 323 3462 

Email: tufidive@datec.net.pg 
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LOCAL DESTINATIONS 

A PNG BLOKE'S 
PERSPECTIVE OF 
THE INAUGURAL 
MISS SOUTH PACIFIC 
PAGEANTPNG 

In Search of a Cultural 
Ambassador for PNG 

WORDS: PETER MASI 
IMAGES: ROCKY ROE 
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hen a mate of mine asked me to write 
an average PNG bloke's perspective 
of the inaugural Miss South 
Pacific Pageant PNG, I leapt at the 

opportunity to interview a bunch of 18-26-year 
old girls! 

So what are my average bloke credentials? 
I'm a university graduate, I have a job, I pay 
taxes, I am in love with my xbox, football and 
from time to time I hang out with my best mate 
Johnny - Walker that is, of the Black Label 
variety - and a bucket of ice and Legend FM is 
the soundtrack of my life. 

The plan? I was going to spend a lazy Sunday 
afternoon interviewing these young ladies in 
an attempt to figure out whether or not the 
search for a 'cultural ambassador' was in fact 
a beauty pageant in disguise. 

I was given a press kit and it dawned on 
me that I wouldn't know where to begin if I 
randomly bumped into one of these girls? I 
had the element of surprise, I knew all about 
them and they didn't know a thing about me. 

Before I interviewed the four contestants 
that had volunteered for Sunday afternoon's 
fact finding mission, I thought I'd get the 
inside story from a former Miss South Pacific 
contestant, Fiji's Miss Hibiscus 2010, Sera 
Tikotikoivatu. 

Sera now works and lives in Port Moresby 
and was nice enough to tell me about her own 
experiences. Two weeks prior to our interview, 
she had attended a sponsor's cocktail evening 
for the inaugural MSPP PNG, and so she had 
already met most of the contestants in this 

sincere. With sparkling eyes and a kilowatt 
smile, her bubbly nature is contagious! But 
don't be fooled by her 'cute as a button' looks, 
this former Miss Fiji exudes confidence and 
discipline. 

I asked her what advice she would give our 
girls. "[The] most important thing is to be 
yourself...when you're actually being yourself 

year's pageant. Sera Tikotikoivatu ... be yo11rself 

I was dying to get straight to the point and 
say 'so, what do you think of them?' But this 
wasn't about them, it was about Sera. She has 
this cuteness about her, she's wholesome and 
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ESCO LIMITED 
For a complete range of Wholesale Electrical Supplies 

Port Moresby 
P.O. Box 143, Boroko 
Ph: 325 5300 
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Email: admin@pom.esco.com.pg 

Lae 
P.O. Box 1806, Lae 
Ph:4721933 
Fax: 472 3043 

Rabaul / Kokopo 
P.O. Box 2153, Rabaul 
Ph: 982 9154 
Fax: 982 9170 

Mt Hagen 
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on stage, it shows and people can relate to you as well." 

Sera also mentioned how easy it is to lose yourself once you get 
fixated on the competitive nature of the pageant. "You need to 
have a heart to reach out [to others] ... think of it [the pageant] as a 
platform for you to change somebody else's life." 

True Melanesian words that added another dimension to my view 
of the pageant. Although I was looking forward to the sarong wear 
category after catching a quick glimpse of Miss Samoa's orange 
lycra outfit last year, I didn't realise the importance of the message 
that was being delivered. 

So here's the official line from the website: 

Available from Esco 
8 authorised distributors 

COMPLETE RANGE OF: 
• SOLAR WORLD PANELS Also 

Maintenance free VRlA 
• VILLAGE LIGHTING KITS 

• SOLAR REGULATORS 

• SOLAR BATTERIES 
• 12 VOLT LIGHTS & CABLES 

• 12 VOLT SOLAR PUMPS 

• 12V & 24V INVERTERS 
• SOLAR REFRIGERATION 

Batteries for UPS Systems 
Emergency Lighting 
& Security System 



"The Miss South Pacific Pageant was developed by the 
Government of Samoa and had its inaugural Pageant in 

1gs7. It was established as a regional event to identify 
and promote the attributes, intelligence, talents, culture 
and tradition of young Pacific Island women (http://www. 
samoa.travel/Events/69/Miss%20South%20Pacific%20 
pageant%202011 %20-%20Celebration%20of%20the%20 
south%20Pacific)." 

I'd also read the address by Kathy Johnstone, deputy 
chair of the PNG Pageant organising committee, which 
was delivered at the launch earlier in the year. The stand
out message? Our pageant is about pasin. It's not about 
being the prettiest, or the smartest, it's about being the 
total PNG woman, the very embodiment of what it means 
to be from PNG. It's about good old fashioned Melanesian 
values, the kind of stuff they don't teach you about at 
school. 

Enter Sarah Karo. As soon as she walks into the Departure 
Bar at the Gateway Hotel, a room full of people stop and 
stare. They seem to forget that they are here to watch 
football, as this statuesque girl from Gabagaba and Hula, 
both in the Central Province, takes a seat opposite me. 

She's gorgeous. I momentarily forget what I'm here to do 
as the soundtrack of my mind cues Dave Dobbyn's 'slice 
of heaven'. My mind is on overdrive, consumed by visions 
of Sarah's long brown hair catching the wind offside and 
yours truly in the driver's seat of my car. I'm startled back 
into reality when she says 'Hi, I'm Sarah'. 

she exudes an air of confidence, but there's also an 
innocent vulnerability in her eyes. Seated opposite me, 
legs crossed at the ankles, hands clasped on her lap, she 

Located within easy walking distance of Cairns City, 
restaurants, marina, the Esplanade and just 10 mins from 
Cairns International Airport The Heritage offers 45 studio 
apartments, spa deluxe and standard and disabled rooms. 
Large LCD TV with free movie channels, coffee/tea making 
facilities, some with kitchenette. 

Best of all it offers a distinctive PNG style and hospitality 
that is unique in Cairns. Our tour desk staff can arrange 
sightseeing, rental cars and a variety of other activities that 
are available throughout tropical north Queensland and 
Papua New Guinea. 

Tropical Heritage Cairns 
8 Minnie Street, Cairns, 4870 
T:0740511211 F:0740511380 
E: info@heritagecairns.com.au 

PNG Bookings 
T: +675 422 2655 F: +675 422 3543 

www.cairnsheritage.com.au WINNER --
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is just perfect. I scramble to find my notes. 

Sarah grew up as the daughter of a diplomat, and 
as such she was born into a family accustomed to 
representing PNG. This being the case and given that 
she currently attends University in Melbourne, Australia, 
I asked whether the ties to her traditional values were 
weaker than other contestants because she'd spent 12 
years of her life outside of the country. 

She begins carefully, and deliberately. The pace and 
pitch of her voice is like a melody. She thanks her 
parents and her mother's guiding hand for providing a 
strong Motuan upbringing. Her sense of Papua New 
Guinea's diverse cultural heritage is evident as she 
states that "to represent a nation of 7 million people 
with 18 provinces ... and one autonomous region ... 
isn't easy ... even grouping that into their respective four 
regions doesn't give credit to our diverse culture ... " 

She believes the contest should not be about 
promoting an individual, but rather about promoting all 
Papua New Guineans where possible through culture. 
The theme of the pageant is "Forestry Conservation" 
and it seemed like Miss Karo was capable of giving a 
short lecture on the topic! This charming woman has 
done her homework on the theme. 

"Personally I believe forestry conservation is symbolic 
of cultural conservation which our generation is 
struggling with in regards to modernisation. I find the 
theme very symbolic of that." 

I for one am looking forward to seeing how 
this articulate young woman presents her own 
interpretations of our diverse culture in the following 
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weeks. 

Miss Collingwood Bay greeted me with a cheeky 
smile. She is the only contestant representing 
a tourist destination. Blanche Yogomin is from 
Madang, Central, Milne Bay and Oro provinces. 

She's just as bubbly as Sera, with the most 
expressive face I have ever seen! Tall and 
slender, I look on as she talks animatedly about 
her home in the Oro Province and what it means 
to her. 

She talks about the importance of eco-tourism 
in the fight to conserve our environment. She 
believes that to be a true cultural ambassador 
one has to know one's own origins and represent 
their true roots. She says, "every design on a 
piece of tapa cloth has a story", and she then 
proceeds to tell me the story of the first ever tapa 
producers, and where they were from, off the 
cuff, just like that, she was telling me about how 
her tumbuna's (ancestors) developed the cloth 
that has become part of our national identity. I'm 
impressed. 

I tell Blanche that to me Collingwood is a football 
team! She giggles and tells me Collingwood 
Bay is located in the northern most part of 
oro Province, near Tufi. Tufi Resort caters for 
tourists and is a well known destination for dive 
enthusiasts. The fiords of Tufi are one of the few 
remaining in our world today, a natural wonder 
worth seeing. This young woman has a subtle 
way of gaining one's attention with her playful 
expressions that are disarming, and at the same 
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time engaging. 

The University of PNG political science 
graduate that may as well be the poster girl 
of the 'united regions of PNG' is a wonderful 
surprise, and she reminds me as we conclude 
the interview that "although PNG is diverse, 
there is unity in diversity." 

Augaia Jane Dalton of Oro and English 
parentage pushes the boundaries of the 
pageant. "I feel that in this world that is being 
modernised, we need to be in touch with 
our roots ... need to remember where you 
come from and not just be a robot nation 
following modernisation. This quest is a way of 
promoting culture in the Pacific ... that's why I 
entered, to deliver that message ... " 

She says she learned about the importance 
of service from her parents, who were mission 
teachers and she hopes to one day serve as 
a teacher herself. She has attended various 
schools over the years. Here, in PNG, she 
spent not more than two years at International 
Schools. She mainly attended Sacred Heart 
Primary School, Jubilee High School and 
Bugandi High in Morobe Province. 

She graduated with honours in Law at the 
University of Papua New Guinea and now 

works as a commercial and litigation lawyer 
with top Port Moresby-based commercial firm 
Leahy, Lewin, Nutley and Sullivan Lawyers. 

First impressions? The minute I saw her full 
length picture in the kit, I knew this would be 
an interesting interview. The over the shoulder 
glance and the outfit of tapa cloth strategically 
pinned, when the other contestants wore 
conventional cocktail dresses, screamed 
confidence. The conversation flows 
effortlessly. 

What is she passionate about? Education, 
she's thrilled to say that she is the product 
of the PNG education system, "my message 
is hope, I am the product of this [the Papua 
New Guinean] education system". I can see 
how some blokes might find her slightly 
intimidating, she has confidence, attitude, 
a belief in herself that is apparent from the 
moment she introduces herself. 

Navannca Eyres is one of the tallest girls I've 
ever met! An analyst with one of the big four 
accounting firms in the world, Deloitte Touche 
Tohmatsu, I'm guessing this girl is ready for my 
questions. I'm expecting clear and concise 
answers - accountant style - and she doesn't 
disappoint. She begins by differentiating the 



Red Cross Miss PNG from the MSPP PNG, 
" ... Miss PNG is a humanitarian quest, while 
MSPP PNG is more about being a Cultural 
Ambassador for your country and I think that's 
something I am able to do. Be a good cultural 
ambassador for PNG ... " 

She is from Morobe, but was raised with 
relatives in Rabaul, and identifies herself 
with the East New Britain culture. Out of all 
the girls I've interviewed, she is the most 
matter of fact, the one that appears to be 
the most practical, and straight forward, 
and I'm getting a frankness about her that is 
refreshing. 

A graduate of the Pacific Adventist University, 
she's now preparing for further exams, 
and tells me about her progress so far. 
she seems devoted to her education and 
explains the balancing act that she will face 
as she prepares for both the pageant and its 
associated activities and her exams. 

This will be a tough call for the judges. All 
the contestants I interviewed have different 
characteristics and physical attributes. I'm 
fairly certain these girls are ambitious and 
have a desire to achieve and excel in life. 

For some contestants, these ambitions 
are clear to see, for others, they are subtly 
concealed beneath a twinkle of the eye, or a 
pause in just the right spot mid-conversation. 
certainly, ambition is not a bad word by 
anyone's standards, but perhaps ambition isn't 

encouraged as much in girls in our society, so 
seeing it can often cause a little discomfort 
on the part of your average PNG bloke! I love 
it, I think this assertive, not assertive, maybe 
assertive, playfully assertive thing that each of 
these girls has going on, is on the whole, quite 
appealing. 

If that appeal forms the immediate spark that 
gets guys like me talking about this country 
and listening to what the contestants have to 
say, then these young ladies have done their 
bit as cultural ambassadors. 

Listening to how they intend to tackle 
the quest is intriguing as they all seem to 
share the same ideology but with individual 
approaches. Westernisation has made us 
treat our culture and traditions with neglect, 
and anything that helps us preserve these 
traditions and values deserves our support 
as Papua New Guineans. This year's pageant 
organising committee, chaired by Dr. M. Lam, 
has set the bar high for all entrants. Perhaps 
this has to do with the fact that some of the 
profits from this year's pageant will go towards 
a scholarship fund for young girls, and so the 
first ever Miss South Pacific PNG has to be a 
role model for all young women. 

Is this search for a cultural ambassador just 
another beauty pageant in disguise? Not from 
this bloke's perspective. The girls I spoke to 
each have a proven commitment to education, 
cultural preservation, and they are the best 
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cheerleaders we as Papua New Guineans 
could hope for. Asking me to pick a winner is a 
pointless exercise. Between Sarah's presence, 
Blanche's playfulness, Augaia's unshakeable 
self-confidence, and Navancca's straight 
shooting plain speak, very little separates . ..-. 
these girls - criteria wise. U 

THE WINNERS 
Miss SouTH PACIFIC PNG 2011 
Ms Sarah Karo 
Ms Karo also won special awards 
in the following categories: 
• Best traditionally inspired attire 
• Best sarong 
• Miss Tourism 
• People's choice 

1sT RUNNER uP: Ms Yalinu Poya 
• Also won the special award for: 
• Miss Personality 

2ND RUNNER up: Ms Navancca Eyres 
• Also won the special award for: 
• Best Talent award 

3RD RUNNER up: Ms Augaia Jane Dalton 
• Also won the special award for: 
• Miss Photogenic 

BEST BILUM WEAR CATEGORY 

Ms Nicole Jeune 

AIRFRANCElf~ 
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Diving in Kokopo 
Try a live volcano as a backdrop 
BY KEN HOPPEN 
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The Pete float plane lies upright on the 
slope of /he volca110, some 26 metres 
down. It has been covered by ash but is 
still in good conditio11. 

ave you heard of Kokopo? How about 
Rabaul? 

Located on the north-eastern corner of 
New Britain, Papua New Guinea, Rabaul 

is now a virtual ghost town after two major 
eruptions of the local volcano, Mt Tavurvur, in 
the Rabaul Caldera, in 1994 and 2006. 

Aside from a few businesses around Simpson 
Harbour, Rabaul's residences have moved 
in mass to Kokopo, about 15 kilometres to 
the east, and well away from any potential 
problems with the smoking mountain. 

Kokopo is now a thriving, modern town and 
is served by Kabaira Dive (now located at 
Kabaira, on the western side of the Gazelle 
Peninsula, and at Rapopo Plantation Resort, 
on the eastern side), enabling it to service a 
multitude of brilliant dive sites. 

The dives here are a brilliant mix of World War 
II wrecks and beautiful reefs, with one or two 
creature muck dives thrown in. 

The warm tropical waters that surround this 
picturesque area were not always peaceful. 
Japanese plane and shipwrecks litter the area. 

Pete biplane 

Perhaps the most interesting of these is 
a Pete biplane, which can be found on 
the outer slope of the volcano in about 26 
metres of water. Surrounded by dark silt of 
previous volcanic activity, it is remarkably well 
preserved and makes an excellent dive. There 
are at least two Japanese Zero fighters near 
Kokopo, one at 30 metres deep, and the other 
in just a few metres of water, which makes 
for a brilliant snorkelling site for those with a 
sense of history. 

The reefs here teem with life - from the small 
commensal shrimps that live in featherstars to 
anemones and their clown fish, and to small 
sharks and dolphins. 

Midway 

Midway lies to the west of the volcanoes, 
and is midway between them and the next 
point. It has a good population of grey reef 
sharks and white-tips, as well as being a place 
where you can see pelagic Spanish mackerel, 
oceanic trigger fish and more exotic blue 
water creatures. The visibility here tends to be 
outstanding and it is a place where you can 
encounter anything! 
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A spot-fin shrimp goby keeps lookout for the blind 
snapping shrimp that shares its hole and does the 
housework. 
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Veronica's Reef 

Veronica's Reef is a steep wall out near the Duke of York 
Island group. It plunges down at a 45-degree angle from the 
plateau at the top in 12 metres of water, passing through 
massive upright gorgonian corals, filled with exotic angel fish 
and butterfly fish, the slope ends at around the 40 metres 
mark, where many grey reef sharks can be seen patrolling 
out on the sand. Barracuda pass overhead and eagle rays 
meander past. 

This is a magnificent reef to say the least. Near Veronica's 
Reef, a pod of over 300 spinner dolphins cruise around as 
they snooze the daylight hours. 

Simpson Harbour 

There are massive Japanese wrecks in Simpson Harbour, but 
with the volcanic ash settling over them, they are now only 
dived by hardened wreck enthusiasts, the visibility generally 
being poor in that area. 



Spinner dolphins are regularly seen at the nearby 
Duke of York Islands. 

Malais 

There are other wrecks around though. The 
Malais is a scuttled fishing vessel, more than 
30 metres long, which was purpose-sunk 
at the Pigeon Islands - some 15 minutes by 
boat from Rapopo Plantation Resort. 

It rests on the side of a steep precipice with 
the bottom of the hull being at around the 26 
metres mark. Whoever scuttled this vessel 
was· either very precise or very lucky. Three 
metres to the left and it would have been in 
the depths, as the wall here goes down a 
long way. It is a magnificent wreck. 

Easily visible from the boat, you can see 
all of this shipwreck at once and the area 
is home to schools of eagle rays and the 
occasional shark and turtle, not to mention 
the vast array of life on the sand slope. 

Bevertev's Wreck 

Closer to the resort, Beverley's Wreck is 
accessible from the beach, or from the 
boat as the last dive of the day. In about 13 
metres of water, it doesn't have the bulk of 
the Malais, but is none the less impressive. 
The swim back to shore has many highlights 
as well, including lion fish, masses of huge 
seastars, clownfish and more. 

George's Wreck 

The best wreck in the area has to be the 
massive George's Wreck, located on the 
western side of the volcanoes. With its bow 
upwards on the slope, it is not known what 
this Japanese WWII wreck did, though it is 
suspected of being a minesweeper or an 
attending vessel. With its bow in about nine 
metres of water, and its stern in around 54 
metres, it really is a massive vessel. 

In all of this we have just touched the surface 
of the diving and the activities that are 
available to visitors to Rabaul, Kokopo, and 
New Britain. It really is a destination that can 
not only hold your attention, but keep . • 
you coming back for more. V 
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FACT BOX 
Must see 
The diving here is not the only drawcard. 
Land tours will take you to the base of the 
volcano, where hotsprings are testament 
to the unsettled earth underfoot. A lookout 
at the Volcano Observatory gives you a 
magnificent view of the volcano, Rabaul 
and Simpson Harbour, and for those 
wanting to push their luck, walks up the 
volcano can be done depending on the 
activity at the time. 

The Japanese submarine base located 
on the western side of the volcano is a 
reminder of the Second World War. Here, 
Japanese submarines surfaced about five 
metres out from the cliffs, where supplies 
were secreted in caves and quickly rolled 
out over planks to resupply the sub. This 
vertical wall is also a popular dive site. 

The Kokopo War Museum is an interesting 
stop and then there are the markets and 
strolling around the local shops. 

Every July, a Mask Festival is held, which 
involves masks and traditional dancing 
from many of the different tribes around 
Papua New Guinea. 

Kabaira Dive Rabaul 
North Coast Road 
East New Britain Province 
Papua New Guinea 
www.kabairadive.com.pg 
Email: stephen@kabairadive.com.pg 
Telephone: +675 983 9266 

Allways Dive Expeditions 
168 High St, Ashburton, Vic, 3147 
Toll Free: 1800 338 239 

Nudibranches are underwater slugs. 
They advertise their toxic taste by being 
beautifully patterned. 
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Amphlett's Kula 
Trade Links 
BY NANCY SULLIVAN 

The Amphlett Islands are mere specks on a good map of Milne 
Bay Province. Yet their historic importance to the region is 
enormous. 

Small but significant, like precious pearls embedded 
in big kina shells, the Amphletts have always been 
valuable links on the wide chains of the regional Kula 
trade. Their beaches are important ceremonial and 
resting spots for fleets of kula canoes travelling from 
Sinaketa in the Trobriands' south to Dobu island, 
and for Dobuans making their first stop on their long 
journey to the Trobriands. 

The Sinaketans still bring their decorated mwali 
armbands down to the Amphletts and then to Dobu; 
and the Dobuans bring their precious spondyllus 
shell soulava necklaces here, where they sometimes 
perform a food distribution (a sagali or nabare) before 
pushing off across the long stretch of water to the 
Trobriands. 

The first time I sailed to the Amplett island of 
Nabwageta, I struggled to recognise it from Bronislow 
Malinowski's descriptions in his 1922 ethnography, 
Argonauts of the Western Pacific, E.P Dutton and Co., 
New York: There were the twin mountain peaks of 
neighbouring Fergusson, the narrow beach beneath 
a steep mountain wall, a line of stilt homes - all the 
ambient features he'd described. 

This is where Malinowski himself travelled with a fleet 
of Trobriand Kula canoes in 1918, on an expedition 
from Sinaketa to Dobu. The Trobrianders had 
perfomed a series of magical rites passing through the 
straits to reach Nabwageta and would conduct even 
more elaborate ones farther south, in anticipation of 
their Kula transactions on Dobu Island. 



.,----------rcould see all this now. And yet, visiting 
Nabwageta was different for me from visiting 
Kiriwina, in the Trobriands, or other places 
I'd read about before I'd seen them. It was 
so humble and perilous looking like one bad 
storm might wipe it away. Or one bad flu. 
There couldn't be more than two extended 
families, it seemed to me, on the whole island. 
It was as if I'd stumbled upon Shakespeare's 
birthplace and found it abandoned; or 
discovered Buddha's home had become 
overgrown with weeds. 

Well, not exactly: Nabwageta is a lovely little 
place, charming in its details; it's certainly 
the most isolated place I've ever been to and 
at the same time one of the most inviting. A 
single row of stilted houses, a handful of kula 
canoes at the end of the beach, and a single 
school room - and that's about it. But this is 
where they make the pots which are traded 
along the Kula ring and which comprises, 
along with stone axe blades and yams, a big 
part of the wealth that the Trobriands' men 
give in bride-price. 

Some Trobriands legends maintain that 
Nabwageta, with little more than narrow 
windswept beaches and a few fragile stilt 
homes on either side of the island, is actually 
the birthplace of Kula. Nothing could be 
more important to the D'Entrecasteaux and 
Trobriand Islands than Kula, the system of 
ceremonial shell exchanges that defines a 
man's living and immortal stature; the sailing 
endeavour that knits together so many remote 
islands and unrelated languages; the very 
means by which magical, technical and social 
information is transmitted from men to boys; 
the vocation that allows players to transcend 
local marriage and death networks, transcend 
their own ancestry even, and enter a wider 
and deeper path. 

In all these perilous and centuries-old 
expeditions, chiefs and Kula leaders from 
far-flung points would stop and pay head to 
their Amphletts partners on the main island 
of Gumasila, or on the smaller island of 
Nabwageta. They might park their canoes, rest 
a while, sometimes for weeks, and practice 
the important magic they will need for a safe 
journey and an effective seduction of their 
kula partners at their final destination. Magic 
matters because the game of Kula is that of 
persuasion and influence - of getting close 
and distant partners to relinquish certain 
valuables to the ring. 

Players along the ring partners may never 
meet face to face and yet become locked 
in competition for better and bigger shells 
throughout their lives. Only subtle forms of 
persuasion, through magic, diplomacy and 
gift giving, can pull a favoured shell away from 
one's partner and into one's own hand - only 
to be sent away again by the power of another 
Kula partner. 

It is a system that allows its best players to 
join a pantheon of legendary players, whose 
names and deeds are inscribed in these shells, 
and whose reputations therefore continuously 

circulate in this form of communication that 
rivals any kind of oral history, anywhere. 

But what sets the Amphletts apart from all the 
other islands in the Kula ring, is their pottery. 
They remain the only source of bride price 
bowls for islands north and south of them. 
These are handsome flash-fired and especially 
strong red and black pots. 

Not so much coiled as built from the lip to the 
base - top to bottom and then smoothed to 
very thin and even walls - these simple vessels 
of all sizes are finely incised with decorations 
around their necks. 

Everyone in the Trobriands, in the 
D'Entrecasteaux and even in the Marshall 
Bennetts, has one or more of these cook 
pots in their home. Much like the Wombum 
Villagers in the Chambri Lakes, who are 
exclusive purveyors of cook pots throughout 
the Middle Sepik, the Amphlett potters enjoy a 
monopoly on the trade throughout the region. 
Even south of Normanby and towards the 
Engineer Group Islands, where other local 
pots form the staple household goods, people 
still trade for Amphlett pots as well. 

Oddly enough, however, neither Nabwageta nor 
Gumasila has particularly good clay. Potters 
must sail roughly a day away (without engine) 
to Yayawana, the site of the Wapolu mine on 
Fergusson Island's Mt. Kilkerran, to quarry the 
durable clay they need for their pots. 

"There is a legend explaining why the good 
clay cannot be obtained nowadays in the 
Amphletts," wrote Malinowski (p282). "In 
olden days, two brothers, Torosipupu and 
Tolikilaki, lived on one of the summits of 
Gumasila called Tomonumonu. There was 
plenty of fine clay up there at that time. One 
day Torosipupu went to fish with a trap. He 
caught a very fine giant clam-shell. When he 
came back, Tolikilaki said: "Oh my shell! I shall 

eat it!" Torosipupu refused it and answered 
with a very obscene allusion to the bivalvular 
mollusc and to the uses he was going to make 
of it. Tolikilaki asked again; Torsipupu refused. 
They quarelled. Tolikilaki then tool< part of 
the clay with him and went to Yayawana on 
the main island. Torosipupu afterwards took 
the rest and followed him. What were their 
further destinies, the legend does not say. But 
on Gumasila, there remained only very poor 
clay, which is all that can be found there ever 
since." (p.283) 

Malinowski himself made the Kula journey 
in the company of a fleet of canoes from 
Sinaketa to Dobu in 1918. His fleet made a 
customarily long stopover on Gumasila, in the 
Amphletts. 

But even though the Austrian anthropologist 
had become a fixture on the beach at Kiriwina, 
in the Trobriands, his likes had rarely been 
seen in the Amphletts, where villagers barely 
knew what to make of him. In fact, as he 
reported, his presence caused a mild uproar. 

"My arrival was a very untoward event to the 
natives and complicated matters, causing 
great annoyance to Tovasana, the main 
headman. I had landed in his own little village, 
Nu'agasi, on the main island of Gumasila ... 
To leave me alone with the women and one 
or two old men was impossible, according to 
their ideas and fears" (p379). 

But it wasn't just crazy white anthropologists 
that the Amphlett islanders feared; they were 
at least as wary of the Trobrianders during 
their sojourn on their shores. The Trobrianders, 
it seems, were much more (ahem) -
promiscuous than their Amphlett counterparts. 
Amphlett men feared for their women's 
chastity. For their part, the Trobriands' men 
who often remained long in the Amphletts 
during Kula, found their stay frustrating. 
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As Malinowski noted: "One of my main 
informants, Layseta, a Sinaketa man, 
who spent several years in the Amphletts, 
confessed to me, not without shame and 
regret, that he never succeeded in having 
any intrigues with the women there. To save 
his face, he claimed that he had had several 
Amphlett belles declaring their love to him, 
and offering their favours, but he always 
refused them: 'I feared; I feared the bowo'u of 
Gumasila; they are very bad.' 

"The bowo'u are the local sorcerers of the 
Amphletts. Whatever we might think of 
Layseta's temptations - and his personal 
appearance and charm do not make his 
boastings very credible - and whether he was 
afraid of sorcery or of a sound thrashing, the 
fact remains that a Trobriander would have to 
change his usual mode of behaviour when in 
the Amphletts and keep away from women 
entirely. When big parties arrive in Gumasila, 
or Nabwageta, the women run away and camp 
in the bush till the beach is clear. 

"The Amphlettans, on the contrary, were used 
to receiving favours from unmarried women 
in Sinaketa. Nowadays, the male inhabitants 
of that village, always disapproving of the 
custom, though not to the extent of taking 
any action, tell the Amphlettans that the white 
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man's government has prohibited the men 
from Gumasila and Nabwageta to fraternise 
with women in Sinaketa. One of the very few 
occasions when the men from the Amphletts 
showed any interest in talking to me was when 
they asked me whether this was true. 

"The Sinaketa men tell us that we will go to jail 
if we sleep with girls in Sinaketa. Would the 
government put us in jail, in truth? 

"As usual, I simply disclaimed all knowledge 
of the white man's arcane in such matters 
(p.272-3)." 

On my second visit to Nabwageta, there was 
a thirty foot sailboat moored at the cove. 
Four German adventurers all from different 
parts of the globe, were enjoying a week 
there - just hanging out. It struck them as 
the last unknown place on a map of the 
world. Nabwagetans speak little English and 
the visitors weren't native English speakers 
themselves, which allowed this week-long 
illusion and convinced the intrepid sailors 
that (despite the schoolroom) they may have 
'discovered' their own private idyll. 

Our party enjoyed their company, delighted 
in the Stanley and Livingston coincidence of 
meeting, but most of all relished the pleasure 
of dispelling this illusion. No, this is really a 

famous island, we told them. "You must be 
joking," one of them said. 

Just recently, I was able to visit the out-island 
from Nabwageta, called Bituma or Bogeta 
Island. There is a beautiful little village there 
called Kapukapuna, comprised of little more 
than its SDA church and a handful of houses. 
It's a hamlet perhaps even more remote and 
precarious than the village at Nabwageta. 
But there's vitality to Kapukapuna that's 
unmistakable and it seems to come from two 
divergent sources: from the church, which was 
humming with Sunday worshippers when we 
arrived, and from the evidence of a living Kula 
and pottery tradition. 

Standing at the shore as we approached was a 
handsome young man leaning against a brilliant 
Kula canoe. He brought us to meet his Uncle, 
Ninila, who had stayed back from church to 
look after his son, and he was busy finishing a 
lovely clay pot. When we looked in through his 
doorway, we found big freshly fired pots in a 
back room. 

Under his nearby family house were bundles 
of the special clay he'd brought back from 
Fergusson. And inside his residence was a 
collection of rattan chairs he'd also made. 
For whom? I wondered - as there must have 
been more chairs in one room than there were 
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houses in all of Kapukapuna. 

"You?" he asked, and of course I agreed. Me. 
We settled on thirty kina and I picked up my 
new wicker chair. 

Much has certainly changed in the 
D'Entrecasteaux and Amphlett islands since 
Malinowski's day, what with outboard motors, 
radio, generators and even TV. 

But the last 20 years has also seen an erosion 
of certain critical forms of development. Small 
airlines have fallen away and private shipping 
vessels have jumped in scale to container 
size, therefore bypassing many smaller client 
islands. 

cash has become the only currency for fuel 
and electric power, while the local markets 
sustain growing competition from imported 
goods and local fishermen compete for fish 
with foreign fishing vessels. All of this, has 
made the islands of Milne Bay more remote 
than ever before. 

They may have radio links to the mainland 
and feel ever more part of a global economy 
(or, in the church, a worldwide religious 
community), but they Kula less frequently and 
sojourn at each other's shore with less ritual 
and regularity. In effect, they are more cut off 
from one another now than they are from the 

mainland and the world at large. 

Will any new form of communication ever really 

replace the integrity of the Kula expeditions? 
Probably not. That's why it's heartening to see, 

in the nethermost corner of the nethermost 

Ground Floor MMI Building Champion Parade Port Moresby 
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j 

islands, freshly painted Kula canoes parke on 
the shore of Kapukapuna, and baskets of fresh 
clay under Ninila's house, waited to be sculpted 
into pots. These signs of the past make 
modern radio and shipping networks look . ._ 
somehow ephemeral by comparison. U 
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LOCAL DESTINATIONS 

THE VIL ....... 
THE IMPORTANCE OF 'PLES' 

BY JOHN BROOKSBANK 

"Which village are you from?" "What is your wife's place?" 
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These are often the first questions asked when 
one first meets a stranger, almost anywhere in 
Papua New Guinea. It is important for people 

to know where you were born, brought up or 
to which clans your marriage affiliations are -
and this is still as meaningful as it was many 
years ago, when it could have been a matter 
of life and death. 

Knowing where someone is from is not 
necessarily so that they can be slotted into a 
stereotype, for example as a Simbu, Samarai or 
Sepik, although this superficial categorisation 
is common. Awareness of village associations 
also provides a base for establishing social 
links and common connections. 

For some, the village is a place they never 
leave, whilst for others, it is where they retire 
or perhaps return to die. For other individuals, 
it may even be where they are running away 

from. So, why is the village so important in 
this country and what does it really mean to 
belong to a particular place? 

Villages, of course, come in all shapes and 
sizes. The PNG National Census results, as 

inaccurate as these are, tell us that in 2000 
at least 80% of the population live in rural 
villages, of which there are many thousands 
- found from the islands, archipelagos and 
coastal plains to the highlands, valleys and all 
the environments in between. Located near 
coral reefs, mangrove swamps or astride ridge 
lines, some have an alpine coolness, whilst 
others swelter in tropical humidity. 

Villages can be windswept, others become 
nightly inundated with voracious mosquitoes 
or perhaps experience near-zero temperatures 
that force families to sleep huddled together in 
their huts close to open fireplaces. 

Traditionally, the village and its associated 
food gardens represented physical evidence 



of clan ownership or at least custodianship 
of a particular area of land. In most places, 
relatively low population density meant 
that people - hunter-gatherers or swidden 
agriculturalists - ranged over quite large tracts 
of land or sea and regularly moved residence 
within these homelands. 

In some parts, the village means a men's 
house or longhouse flanked by houses of 
women, children and the uni9itiated men. 

In other places, villages are built on stilts 
over the sea, strung out along shorelines and 
riverbanks, on defensible ridge lines or in 
fact don't exist at a single location at all, and 
names denote an area that contains scattered 
family hamlets. 

As Papua New Guinea has developed during 
the last century, some villages are now 
best described as being urban as towns 
have grown near or around these traditional 
residential areas. 

As Papua New Guinea has developed during the last 
century, some villages are now best described as being 
urban as to ns ha e gro n near or around these 
traditional residential areas. 
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These suburban communities such as 
those in Port Moresby have good road 
access, communications and all essential 
reticulated services. They contrast 
however, with majority of villages that have 
no running water, sewerage, electricity 
or no easy access to basic health and 
educational services. 

The rivalry between Digicel and BeMobile 
does however mean that a lot of the 
country now has mobile communications 
coverage, which provides the opportunity 
for mobile banking services. 

Some of the better known urban villages 
in Port Moresby such as Hanuabada, 
Pari, Kila Kila and Vabukori are home 
to traditional coastal Motuan or inland 
Koitabuan landowners. However, many 
others are settlements, some would say 
squatter settlements, of people from 
elsewhere in the country who reside 
together due to family links or for mutual 
protection. 

In the nation's capital, these settlements 
include Nine Mile and Horse Camp, and 
are home for groups of people from 
different parts of the country. Yet even in 
these 'urban jungle' communities, where 
people may stay most of their lives, they 
all still know that their 'real' home - their 
village - is in Simbu, Gulf or Oro provinces, 
and so on. 

... even in these urban 
jungle communities, where 
people may stay most of 
their lives, they all still 
know that their real home 
- their village - is in Simbu, 
Gulf or Ora provinces, and 
soon 



Wherever we do business, ExxonMobil works to build the capacity of local people 

and businesses. That's why ExxonMobil, through Essa Highlands Limited, has a 

National Content Plan which focuses on workforce and supplier development. We 

are developing vocational skills and business capacity to meet not just our business 
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LOCAL DESTINATIONS 

When Christmas, school or annual holidays 
come around, Air Niugini and other third level 
airlines are full of passengers 'going back to 
the village'. It's life in the village that influences 
the way people in the towns live their lives in 
many ways - such as the coconut brooms, 
gardens of food plants transported from home 
or even a 'haus win' in traditional style. 

One of the most telling signs that village life 

is alive and well is the nationwide practise of 
sending home the bodies of those who have 
died. There is a deep-seated belief that the soul 
of the departed can only be at rest if interred by 
family members in village cemeteries, alongside 
their relatives and ancestors. 

From time immemorial, villages have been 
self-sufficient residential units growing, 
catching, harvesting, trading, hunting or 

LBC GROUP ol Companies 
[■ 1.ll.19 Lae Builders & Contractors Ltd. 

Lae Builders & Contractors 
continue to be one of 
the leading national 
construction companies, 
providing services for a 
long list of new and repeat 
clients. The Company 
has been responsible for 
construction of some of 
the most significant investment developments in PNG, 
including major industrial, commercial and residential 
properties. 
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Your Complete Construction Team 
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gathering as necessary to fulfill basic human 
needs for water, food, clothing and shelter. 

After more than 35 years of independence, 
there have been many changes to traditional 
village ways of life, to varying degrees in 
different provinces - dependent on road and 
resource development, access to education 
and the prominence and influence of particular 
'home-grown' politicians. 

Lae - Head Office: Ph: (+675) 472-4000 • Fax: (+675) 472-5494 • Email: info@laebuilders.com 
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LOCAL DESTINATIONS 

Villages mean family, friends, memories of childhood and the sense of security that 
comes with being in the familiar surroundings of a small community. 
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In some places, access roads have been 
constructed, aid posts and schools built 
by government or the all-important enclave 
mining and petroleum companies, cash crops 
introduced and facilities such as communal 
water supplies installed. 

Yet even with some improvements in basic 
social services, only a small percentage of the 
population are in regular salaried employment, 
and most Papua New Guineans would still 
consider themselves to be villagers. 

Most village people subsist to a greater or 
lesser extent in the same manner as their 
forebears - albeit now with the assistance of 
modern accessories such as steel tools, nylon 
fishing nets, outboard motors and shotguns. 

The village is where many people start their 
lives and where many know they will end their 
days. 

In preparation for this and to fulfil! ongoing 
family obligations, those living or working 
elsewhere regularly send home funds to pay 
school fees for relatives or for materials to 
build a permanent home, perhaps with solar 
hot water or even solar-powered electrics. 

So ... no matter their particular characteristics, 
villages are home to most Papua New 
Guineans. Villages mean family, friends, 
memories of childhood and the sense of 
security that comes with being in the familiar 
surroundings of a small community. 

Uni9ue Gi-t-ts From PNG 
www.picturetrail.com/leriche 
www.facebook.com/natnalie. leriche 

e: lnfi@ilnlb'8mn1adVentures.com 
•=-.Pnlb'lmn11dvemures.ce11 

1: +875 32512N 
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LOCAL DESTINATIONS 

The extended family system and the inter-clan 
ties of marriage or trade usually mean that in 
some way everyone is related or linked -similar 
to rural societies elsewhere in the world but so 
very different from what more developed nations 
nowadays refer to as villages. 

The village provides you with your identity; it is where 
culture is protected. The village is where traditional 
practices are maintained, bride prices are made and 
festivals celebrated with dance and song. 

The extended family system and the inter-clan ties 
of marriage or trade usually mean that in some way 
everyone is related or linked - similar to rural societies 
elsewhere in the world but so very different from what 
more developed nations nowadays refer to as villages. 

Sadly, as Papua New Guinea develops and gradually 
becomes more urbanised, the social discipline that 
comes from a rural village community structure often 
starts to show cracks. 

This is possibly one of the causes of increased crime in 
the main centres in the last two decades. 

Increasingly, people marry partners from other provinces 
or even other countries. Policemen, teachers, company 
employees and public servants are posted to a 
succession of towns or government stations where they 
raise their families and have only temporary, tenuous 
connections with the communities within which they 
reside. Many people now may have links to more than 
one home village - that of their mother and father. 

The social fabric of the village is intertwined with links of 
blood, marriage, trade and the wantok system - that time 
tested social safety net of clan obligations that ensures 
that family or clan members are never totally destitute. 

So, the next time someone replies to your question 
about which village he or she is from, you'll know that 
this means much more than just a geographic ..... 
location. V 

'AUSTRALIAN MADE FOR TOUGH PNG CONDITIONS' 
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OUR WORLD 

Singaporeans take shopping very 
seriously. Along with eating, it is said to 
be a national pastime, and you only need 
to wander around a shopping mall at the 

weekend to prove the theory. 

The recent opening of H&M saw shopaholics 
camping overnight to be first in line, and thousands 
of others joined them in a queue that reached two 
blocks away. The city even dedicates an entire two 
months to celebrating consumerism, with the Great 
Singapore Sale running from May to July every year. 

For eight weeks, the entire population gets into 
discount shopping mode, with many shops slashing 
prices by up to 70%. 

While the strong Singapore dollar means the city 
is no longer the bargain-hunter's paradise it once 
was, shopping enthusiasts will be spoiled for choice, 
whether opting to splash the cash in the vast air
conditioned malls, local wet markets or souvenir
laden street stalls. 
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Brands, brands, brands 

Paris has the Champs-Elysees, New York has 
Fifth Avenue, and Singapore has Orchard Road. 
This 2.5-kilometre stretch of road is said to have 
the largest concentration of shopping malls in the 
world, all competing for your hard earned cash. 

ION Orchard at the top of the shopping 
thoroughfare is one of the biggest, its stylish 
steel-and-glass fa<;:ade forming a threshold to an 
eight-storey shopping mecca. 

From ground-level up, big brand designer names 
such as Prada, Gucci, Cartier and Louis Vuitton 
abound, while as you descend underground the 
labels become distinctly more high street. Its 
impressive food court on basement level 4 offers 
welcome sustenance to weary shoppers. 

Other standout malls include designer-fillt!d Ngee 
Ann City and Paragon, down-to-earth Wisma 
Atria and independent boutique-laden Mandarin 
Gallery, which opened last year after a $200 
million dollar facelift. 

Differentiating itself in a saturated market, the 
Mandarin Gallery houses over a hundred small 
independent boutiques, making a welcome 
change from the same-old brand names that 
feature heavily in the other Orchard Road malls. 

Away from Orchard, the biggest collection of 
designer goodies can be found at Shoppes at 
Marina Bay Sands. 

Unked to the hotel and casino complex, this 
glitzy mall boasts 800,000 square feet of 
retail space in which to flex your credit card. 
Most impressive is the huge range of luxury 
jewellery and watch shops which line the 
corridor from the casino, all hoping to attract 
the high rollers and their winnings. 

The high-end consumer experience doesn't 
end with the shops either, as Marina Bay 
Sands also plays host to restaurants from 

SINGAPORE 

the world's leading celebrity chefs including 
Guy Savoy, Wolfgang Puck and Mario Batali. 

Local flavour 

For an authentic shopping experience 
away from the organised calm of the air
conditioned malls, traditional wet markets 
dish up a healthy dose of the sights, 
sounds, colours and aromas of local 
Singapore. 
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HOT WATER 

FREE 
FROM THE SUN 

AINLAND PLUMBING 
LAE - Ph: 472 4177 Fax: 472 362 
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Named because of the vast quantities of melting 
ice, and the constant washing-down of the fish and 
meat stalls, the wet markets house hundreds of stalls 
hawking all manner of fruit and vegetables, spices 
and herbs, dried goods, seafood, meat and poultry. 

The Tekka Centre in Little India is one of the biggest 
and busiest wet markets in Singapore. Known for its 
large fish and seafood section, it is also the place to 
buy Indian spices and curry pastes. 

The stalls upstairs are a good source of Indian 
clothing and sari material and the food stalls in the 
hawker centre specialise in Indian dishes. By contrast 
the wet market in the basement of the Chinatown 
Complex is crammed with Chinese ingredients - keep 
a look out for live frogs and turtles too! 

Singapore keepsakes 

Chinatown is also the place to head to for souvenirs. 
The street markets and shops here are brimming with 
ideas for gifts, with plenty of bargains thrown in. Try 
not to be put off by the abundance of 'Singapore is a 
FINE city' t-shirts, Merlion paper weights, or Chinese 
dragon puppets; if you dig a little deeper, there are 
some great deals to be had. 

Silk cushion covers in varying designs go for three 
for $10.00, while silk dressing gowns and pyjamas, 
Chinese fans and ethnic clothing can be had at 
bargain prices too. Tucked away behind the street 
stalls, tiny cramped shops carry attractive ranges 
of antique furniture and lacquer ware - choose from 
beautiful bowls, place mats, candle holders and 
vases in a variety of stunning colours. 



C/rinatown .. brimming witlr gift ideas and bargains. 

Silk lamps, elaborate chopstick sets, Feng 
Shui items and Mahjong sets also make 
interesting keepsakes, or treat yourself to 
some quality Chinese tea or all manner of 
Traditional Chinese Medicine ingredients. 

Bag a bargain 

Many shops offer special discounts for 
tourists, so carry your passport with you. 
Several also offer discretionary discounts, 
so if you are in the market for a new camera, 
diamond bracelet or designer watch, be sure 
to ask if there are any special offers. 

It helps that similar shops are often 

Vegetable galore at the wet market. 

concentrated in one area in Singapore (eg. 

Funan IT Mall for cameras/laptops/MP3 
players or Jewellery Street at ION Orchard for 

anything sparkly), which makes comparing 
prices and bargaining easier. 

Remember also that visitors to Singapore are 

entitled to claim back their Goods & Service 

Tax (GST, currently 7%) when they leave the 

country. 

Look for the blue "Tax Free Shopping" or 
"Premier Tax Free" stickers for participating 
stores, spend a minimum of $100 and ask 
for a tax refund form when you make your 
purchase. Claims should be made at . ._ 
Changi Airport prior to departure. V 

0 Air Niugini flies to Singapore every 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday, and has connections to 
and from Cairns and Brisbane. 

LAE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL 
' 

Lae International Hotel is set in a landscape garden and tranquil surroundings in Lae, Papua New Guinea. 

/ \ 
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❖ 174 Accommodation Rooms, ❖ Large Conference & Meeting Rooms, 
❖ STD & 100 Calls, • ❖ Max. Capacity of 270 people, 
❖ 24/7 Laundry, ❖ 300 spacious Parking Lot, 
❖ 24/7 Room Service, ❖ Wireless Internet, 
❖ 24/7 Security, ❖ Business Centre Facility, 
❖ Pre-arranged Airport Transfers, ❖ Conference Packaging, 
❖ Fully stock Lounge Bars, ❖ Training Seminars, 
❖ Casual and Fine Dining Restaurants ❖ Product Launches, 
❖ Extensive A La Carte Menu, ❖ Weddings, 
❖ Specialty Buffet style Dishes, ❖ Special Events, 
❖ Delicious Handmade Gourmet Pizzas, ❖ Corporate Groups, 
❖ Cakes for all Occasions. ❖ Soiree's, 
❖ Specialty Coffees (Cappuccino, Romano ❖ Outside Catering, 

Espresso, Latte, Mocha, Macchiato, etc.) ❖ All are welcome. 
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FOR RESERVATIONS 
BOOK ONLINE AT 

www.laelnterhotel.com 
Direct Line: + (675) 472 7000 
D/Facsimlle: + (675) 472 2121 

CONFERENCE BOOKINGS 
Email: banquetsmgr@laeinterhotel.com 

Facsimile:+ (675) 472 4912 

LAE INTERNATIONAL HOTEL 
Telephone: + (675) 472 2000 
Facsimile: + (675) 472 2534 

4THSTREET, LAE. PO BOX 2774 
LAE 411. PAPAU NEW GUINEA 
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/14AZDA CX-7 
STEP UP TO A 5-SEAT LUXURY FOR LESS/ 

PNG MOTORS: PNG'S HOME OF SUV'S 

Now available in PNG, Mazda CX-7. the world's 

most desirable SUV. The instant winner of several 

American Car of the Year Awards, Mazda CX • 7 

represents everything a Mazda SUV should be: 

powerful, with great styling, detailed craftsmanship 

and astonishing fun to drive. It's Mazda at its finest. 

Make an appointment to test drive now. 

Call 325 5788. before they're all gone. 

WWW.MAZDAPNG.COM 



Delivering Remote Site Infrastructure Solutions 
demands a broad resource access and an extremely responsive 
management structure; Pacific Rim Constructors - PRC - has both. 

We are globally capable and provide full-spectrum service for our 
clients in places where others cannot, or will not. 

Our scope of services also sets us apart, as we have the ability 
to secure remote site projects from start to finish, including initial 
design consulting, manufacturing, supply, installation, continuing 
facilities management and manpower supply services, and more. 

We innovate and collaborate with our clients to completely address 
their needs. 

PRC is built on remote site construction expertise. An unwavering 
core of three simple beliefs - safety first and always, remain 
customer-focused, and provide quality solutions at a fair price 
- have yielded success and allowed us to build extensive supply 
relationships, project management expertise, and local labor supply 
capabilities. 

We work with clients to handle all non-process operations and fa
cilities management including development and performance of 
preventive maintenance programs. From complete camp and site 
refurbishment to janitorial work, we handle jobs big and small so 
that our clients can focus on their core business activities. 

• Sewage Pump Out 

• Water Delivery 

• Fuel Distribution 

• Steel Fabrication 

• Vehicle and Plant 
Maintenance/Repair 

• Skilled Manpower 
Supply 

• Plumbing Supply 
and Setup 

• Electrical Supply 
and Setup 

• Transport and 
Logistics 

• Communications 

• A/C Service 
and Repair 

• Pest Control 

• Water Chlorination 

• General Maintenance 

• General Construction 

• Modular Offices & 
Housing 

• Warehouse Supply & 
Construction 

• Quick Structure Supply 
& Construction 

CONSTRUCTORS 

PO Box 794 I Waigani NCO 121 
Papua New Guinea I +675 7100 7910 



Enjoying drinks with a friend at Har/en's with 
the view of Hong Kong at the background. 

Who says Hong Kong 
doesn't know how to do 
rooftop bars? My friend 
Adam assures me that 
this is a city that has now 
embraced cool outdoor 
bars with stunning views. 
Let the tour begin. 

SKY-HIGH DRINKING 
IN HONG KONG 
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BY ROB DUNLOP 

Harlan's 
We start at Harlan's with drinks that quite 
fittingly encapsulate the East meets West ethos 
of Hong Kong - Lychee Martini meets Gin & 
Tonic. 

Perched on the 19th floor of The One, a Nathan 
Road shopping destination, we toast the 
spectacular city around us. An afternoon glow 
adds warmth to the stunning views across to 
Hong Kong Island and our own catch up. It's 
been a long time between drinks. 

Harlan's is known for its Italian inspired fare, so 
we sample some shared delights before kicking 
on. So much more to explore. 

Address: 19th floor, The ONE, 100 Nathan 
Road, Tsim Sha Tsui, Hong Kong. 

Open: Sunday to Saturday for lunch, afternoon 
tea and dinner; drinks till 12:30am. 

Phone: (+852) 2972 2222 

Ozone bar ... sits atop the Ritz Carlton Hotel. 



Ozone 
It makes sense that the world's highest hotel 
also boasts the world's highest bar. The swanky 
Ozone bar sits atop the Ritz Carlton Hotel on 
the 118th floor. Both the hotel and bar, which 
opened in March 2011, have quickly gained a 
reputation for combined funk and style. 

The outdoor terrace offers spectacular views 
over the city and Victoria Harbour. Asian tapas 
style food is soaked up by signature cocktails 
and soothed away by cool DJ beats. Nice. 

Address: 118th floor, International Commerce 
Centre, 1 Austin Road West, Kowloon, Hong 
Kong. 

Open: Sunday to Thursday 5pm to 1 am; • 
Friday 5pm to 2am; Saturday 4pm to 2am; 
Sunday 12pm to 3pm. 

Phone: (+852) 2263 2263 

Website: www.ritzcarlton.com/en/Properties/ 
HongKong/Dining/ozone 

SEWA 
Every night at 8pm, Hong Kong puts on 
a dazzling laser show when more than 40 
buildings on both sides of Victoria Harbour 

take part in a skyline multimedia show. SEWA, 
via its terrace bar, claims one of the best 
vantage points. 

The glamorous bar with panoramic views 
occupies the 25th floor of the Prince's 
Building. While the taste bar offers a selection 
of fine wine, cocktails and tapas style bites, 
the outdoor terrace provides comfy sofas to 
drink it all in. 

Address: 25th floor, Prince's Building, 
10 Chater Road, Central, Hong Kong. 

Open: Monday to Wednesday 12pm to 12am; 
Thursday to Friday 12pm to 2am; Saturday 
3pm to 2am; Sunday closed. 

Phone: (+852) 2537 1388 

Website: www.sevva.hk 

Sugar 
Sugar, 32 floors above the EAST hotel, cleverly 
embraces outdoor lifestyle. The bar, which 
closed to completely rework its outdoor deck 
area, reopened to great fanfare in September 
2011. 

The alfresco atmosphere starts inside - floor to 
ceiling glass doors are retracted - and extends 
outside via comfy sofas and chairs. Panoramic 
views across Victoria Harbour have never 
been so comfortable. 

HONGKONG 

The vibe is stylish and casual. Add tapas, 
cocktails and chilled out beats for a perfect 
twilight interlude. 

Address: 32nd floor, EAST Hotel, 29 Tai Koo 
Shing Road, Island East, Hong Kong. 

Open: Monday to Saturday 5pm to 2am. 

Phone: (+852) 3968 3988 

Website: www.sugar-hongkong.com 
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Red Bar + Restaurant 
Red may not be the highest bar in town 
- 4th floor of Hong Kong's second tallest 
building, International Finance Centre - but it 
certainly occupies a prime city location on the 
waterfront at Central. 

The large outdoor deck features trees and 
water ponds to add to the alfresco ambiance, 
which has views across Victoria Harbour to 
Kowloon. Mood lighting and different seating 
areas with comfy sofas creates a relaxed 
setting. Light bites range from pizzas to crispy 
crab cakes while champagne and cocktails are 
aplenty. 

Address: 4th floor, IFC Mall, 8 Finance Street, 
Central, Hong Kong. 

Open: Monday to Wednesday 11 :30am to 
12am; Thursday 11 :30am to 1 am; Friday and 
Saturday 11 :30am to 3am; Sunday and Public 
Holidays 11 :30am to 1 0pm. 

Phone: (+852) 8129 8882 

Website: www.pure-red.com/en/hongkong 
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Eye Bar 
"An eye over Victoria Harbour" is the catch 
phrase here. Eyes were once painted on the 
prow of old Chinese ships to protect against 
evil. And at Eye Bar you are certainly in safe 
hands. Located on the 30th floor of the 
iSQUARE shopping center, the bar is spacious 
with high ceilings and a bar that runs the 
length of the venue. 

Eye Bar is well-known for its sophisticated 
cocktails. Add sweeping views of Victoria 
Harbour complimented by a telescope on the 
terrace for an even closer look at Hong Kong 
action. Eye Bar is sleek and sexy - inside and 
out. 

Address: 30th floor, iSQUARE, 63 Nathan 
Road, Tsim Sha Tsui, Hong Kong. 

Open: Daily 11 :30am til late. 

Phone: (+852) 2487 3988 

Website: www.elite-concepts.com 

Wooloomooloo 
Want floor-to-ceiling window views of Happy 
Valley, Victoria Harbour and Wan Chai combined 
with a stunning outdoor terrace? Then head to 
Wooloomooloo, located on the 31 st floor of the 
iconic building, The Hennessy, in Wan Chai. 

Fantastic roof top bar it is, but there's no 
hiding the fact that Wooloomooloo is also a 
great steak house. The signature dish is the 
Australian Black Angus Beef. Yum. 

Aussie, Aussie, Aussie. Oi, Oi, Oi. Aussie ... 
Steady, mate. Maybe we should call it a night. 
Till next time ... 

Address: 31st floor, The Hennessy, 256 
Hennessy Road, Wan Chai, Hong Kong. 

Open: Rooftop lounge daily 6pm till late. 

Phone: (+852) 2893 6960 

Website: www.wooloo-mooloo.com 

O Air Niugini flies to Hong Kong on 
Monday and Wednesday and has 
connections to and from Cairns 
and Brisbane. 
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,. ive or snorkel the world renowned reefs 
a birdwatching tour or nature hike, book a scuba 
aboard trip exploring Witu Islands, Fathers Reefs 
ontact our friendly staff for a package to suit you. 

. Kimbe, West New Britain 
alindifebrina.com I Phone: +675 9835441 
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MAKETPLES.COM Papua New Guinea's First Online Market Place 
Home Shopping Cert Contact Us 

EMAIL US: info@maketples.com 

l
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o, J~s & Tenders 

Click here to reg,ster as 
a provider 

Free listings. PNG Post rates. Refund functionality. All payment methods. Seller reviews. 

Gifts Vehicles/Boats Rental/For Sale Jobs/Subcontracts/Tenders 
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BOROKO 
MOTORS 
Opens the door for your 
Transport Solution 

BOROKO 
MOfOIIS 

HEAD OFFICE 
PORT MORESBY PO Box 1259, 
Boroko CnrWaigani Drive & 
Cameron Road, Gordons. 
ph: 325 5111 Fax: 325 5301 

BRANCHES 
PORT MORESBY 
LAE 
MtHAGEN 
TABUBIL 

325 5255 RABAUL 
472 1144 MADANG 
5421933 KIMBE 
649 9048 GOROKA 

9828193 
4222659 
983 5035 
5323552 

EMAIL & WEBSITE 
info@borokomotors.com.pg 
www.boroko-motors.com 

MEMBER 



Bulldog Brown Nubuck 
Sizes 5-

Comfortable, Durable, Affordable. 
Bulldog's sole design is the most effective means 
of increasing the ratio of surface area to mass, 
increasing your overall comfort due to increased 
impact dispersal. 

In addition, the Bishop Brothers Ltd. Bulldog range uses 
the latest technology in raw materials, design and production 
processes. All Bulldog styles use premium full grain or nubuck 
leather with microban anti-bacterial linings to keep your feet 
fresh and minimise odour. The upper designs are to maximise 
both comfort and durability. 

TX058 
Safety Boot 

1 

L.1teUp 

TX06 
Safety Boot 
E1a~11c Sided 

K1So.oo 

Bulldog / Black, Brown & 
Oil Leather 

SizesS-1'1 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 
✓ 

✓ 

DUAL DENSITY 
POLYURETHANE RUBBER 
SOLE FOR EXTRA COMFORT 
AND INCREASED WEAR 
LIGHT WEIGHT 
PORONINNER SOLES FOR 
EXCEPTIONAL COMFORT 
WIDE STEEL TOE CAPS 
FULL LENGTH TONGUE 
CERTIFIED TO AS/NZ 2210.3 
OIL & HEAT RESISTANT SOLE 
PADDED COLLARS 

TX266 
Safety Shoe 

Lau.> Up 
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Scarface was the big man of the area 
ever since Fat Albert had disappeared 
under mysterious circumstances; he 
lay unconcerned on the riverside for all 

to see. We then looked unsuccessfully for Dusty 
at the entrance of Sawyers Creek but luckily a 
few moments later, found Elizabeth curled up 
sunbaking, just downstream. 

We are on the Daintree River Cruise Centres' MV 
Matilda as boat captain and naturalist David Cook 
points out items of interest along the banks of 
the river, including, of course, the very territorial 
saltwater crocodiles who are all personally known 
to local residents. 

The tide is dropping and the huge beasts -
Scarface about 4.5 metres and Elizabeth, just 
over three metres long - take time out to bask 
and warm up on mudflats in their area. They 
and others such as Nelson and Beatrice are 
accustomed to the croc-spotting boats and do not 
move, even when the vessels come within metres 
of their afternoon nap. 

The ferry over the Daintree River is just a couple 
of hours drive north of Cairns. On south side are 
broad, flat acres of sugar cane fields, whilst on 
the other is a unique rainforest that has remained 
essentially unchanged for millions of years. 

Once a journey only undertaken by intrepid 
travellers in 4WDs, the road into the Daintree 
is now sealed and easily accessible to anyone 
prepared to make the drive. 

The return ferry fare of A$22 is a small price to pay 
for the opportunity to experience this very special 
part of Australia and for those with an interest in 
trivia, the previous Daintree ferry is now found in 
Papua New Guinea, operating on the Kikori River 
at Kaiam crossing. 

The Daintree, as it is usually referred to, is the area 
bounded to the north and south by the Bloomfield 
and Daintree rivers respectively, and covers about 
1200 square kilometres. 

It is the largest area of continuous tropical 
rainforest in Australia, where some trees are 



estimated to be over 2,500 years old. It is also special 
in other ways - it is the only place in the world where 
two World Heritage listed areas actually meet, in this 
case the Queensland Wet Tropics and the Great Barrier 
Reef Marine Park. 

It is the last remaining example of warm and wet 
rainforest from the time of the Gondwanaland 
supercontinent, containing ancient species of plants 
found nowhere else on the planet. It is believed that 
the area has remained unchanged since the formation 
of the Great Dividing Range some 110 million years 
ago. Since that time, the Daintree, named after 
geologist Richard Daintree, has had a rather checkered 
history and what exists today is part National Park, 
part State Forest and part private land. 

As one drives along the narrow coast road, winding 
around the Alexandra Range, across innumerable 
creeks and past inviting sandy beaches, one 
can't miss the private properties along the roads, 
predictably named after tree species that populate the 
rural subdivisions where it is is estimated that more 
than a thousand people live. 

CAIRNS 
Tourist boat on Dain tree. 

Elizabeth 
sunbaking. 
Bottom: Scar/ace 
warming up on 
the mud fiats. 
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Cow Bay Beach. 

Some folk come to get away from it all, some 
to eke out a sustainable existence, while for 
others, it is a place of work, serving the daily 
flux of tourists that visit and perhaps stay in 
the region for a few days. From the pegged 
real estate 'For Sale' signs, some people also 
seem to want to move out. 

One cannot ignore the forest-clad coastal 
range that rises steeply above the coast; 
Thorntons Peak is a high point that broods 
over the littoral strip and although the very 
green environment pervades everything, there 
are plenty of things for visitors to do other than 
look at the rainforest. 

There is mile after mile of almost deserted 
picture postcard beaches that demonstrate 
the reality of 'reef meets the rainforest' slogan 
emblazoned on the ferry. They include Cow 

126 PARADISE December-January 2012 

Bay, Alexandra Bay, Thornton Beach, Coconut 
Beach and Myall Beach - where one can lie 
and sunbathe, explore, swim or snorkel. Cow 
Bay, north of the Daintree is where the first 
European settler Andrew Mason, built his 
house in 1927. 

Cape Tribulation, 36 kilometres from the ferry 
and where the sealed road ends, was named 
by Lieutenant Cook as the point closest to 
where he managed to jam the Endeavour onto 
a coral reef, requiring him to limp north and 
careen the vessel for repairs on the bank of 
a river named after his ship and at a location 
named after him - Cooktown. 

The remoteness from 'civilisation' led to an 
influx of hippies to Cape 'Trib' in the 1970s, 
who apart from smoking vegetable sustances, 
also participated in protests against the 

CAIRNS 

continuation of the road further north, known 
as the Bloomfield Track. 

Ironically, some turned entrepreneur and, after 
leasing large areas, proceeded to log them, 
against strident local opposition! 

The beaches are serviced by a host of small 
resorts, spas, homestays, backpacker hotels, 
camping grounds, bed & breakfast homes, an 
assortment of cafes and even a pub or two. 

All sport eco-friendly self-composting toilets 
too, in case that is a concern. There are 
a range of rainforest walks, boardwalks, 
horse rides, bird watching tours, nigh-time 
spotlighting walks, environmental interpretive 
centres, exotic fruit farms, river tours, fishing 
opportunities and mangrove cruises to choose 
from. 

You will find someone willing to hire you 
a kayak, boat or mountain bike. Local 
businesses such as the Daintree Tea 
plantation and Daintree Ice Cream Company 
are well worth a visit. 

The mile-long light aircraft grass strip at Cow 
Bay is not often used, but its claim to fame 
is that it has featured in movies made in the 
Daintree area. Films made in the area include 
The Thin Red Line, Ocean Girl, Paradise Road, 
The Island of Dr Moreau, which was partly 
filmed at the now defunct Coconut Beach 
Resort and the World War II mini-series The 
Pacific. 



Some fish are 
Smarter than others. 
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PACIFIC fNSURANCE / 

Pacific MMI Insurance is a national insurance company operating throughout Papua New Guinea and the Pacific region. 
We provide a range of personal, commercial and corporate insurance products through selected insurance brokers, business partners, and direct to the public. 

Our unique combination of size and expertise allows us to provide you with peace of mind, personal service, secure insurance products, 
competitive options, and local Papua New Guinean expertise. 

We are committed to excellence in our daily business. Our continued growth and success confirms our 
philosophy of a positive and commercially sensitive approach to your needs. 
If we can assist you further, please contact: 

MMI 
PACIFIC INSURANCE 

Telephone: 321 4077 Level 4, Pacific MMI Building, PO Box 331 Port Moresby, NCO, Papua New Guinea. 
Facsimile: 321 4837 Email: enquiries@pacificmmi.com Website: www.pacificmmi.com 

• Business • Medical • Motor • Household • Public Liability • Workers Compensation • Engineering • Marine • Life 
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The Daintree must be one of the few 
places in the country where the man 
from Australia Post requires a 4WD 
- since in the wet season, the rivers 
rise and anywhere off the few sealed 
roads gets a bit sticky. The traditional 
Aboriginal landowners of the Daintree, 
Kuku Yalanji speakers, have their 
own names for places and these are 
displayed at all the principal points of 
attraction. 

At the Daintree Eco Lodge for example, 
local guides conduct tours that 
educate people on how plants of the 
forest were utilised by the original 
rainforest residents. 

The Daintree contains species that 
represent just about every stage in 
the story of the evolution of plants on 
earth. It is a time capsule of botanical 
development - starting with ferns, then 
cycads and finally flowering plants. 

There are huge examples of King 
Ferns - the world's largest fern, and 
some plants that are found nowhere 
else such as the very poisonous 
ldiospermum australiense, or Idiot 
Fruit Tree, which until recently was 
thought to be extinct. Then, there is the 
amazing cycad, Bowenia spp, that has 
reproductive habits that underscore the 
very nature of evolution. 

Boyd's 
tree dragon. 



It is one of only two surviving plant species 
that procreates with flagellated sperm, which 
swim to fertilise the seed. Although it is not 
an endemic species, there are examples of 
the ylang ylang custard apple tree (Canagra 
odorata) whose beautiul night scenting flowers 
are the base for Chanel No.5 perfume. 

To the casual visitor though, the overall 
impression of the Daintree is one of almost 
overwhelming greeness everywhere, a 
lowland forest that seems to be dominated 
by attractive, towering fan palms (Licuala 
ramsayi) and vines, including the viciously 
barbed lawyer vine (Calamus muelleri) whose 
spiney whip-like tendrils can rip jeans and 
flesh- it well deserves its common name of 
'wait-a-while'. 

Of course the rainforest is not just abut the 
plants, there are.also more animate creatures 
such as bats & butterflies - the Daintree hosts 
65% of all the species found in Australia, 
plus 12,000 species of insects and a third 
of the nations' marsupial, reptile & frog 
species. Some species such as Bennet's 
Tree Kangaroo and the Daintree River Rigtail 
Possum are found nowhere else. 

Not that you will see many of these timid or 
nocturnal creatures without the assistance of 
a guide who knows where to go, but if you are 
lucky you may catch sight of a colourful brush 
turkey or yellow-footed scrub fowl near one of 
the walking tracks. Other creatures however, 

are destructive and there are active campaigns 
to, for example, keep the numbers of feral pigs 
to a minimum in the region. 

Apart from just looking at the environment, 
there are individuals actively restoring parts of 
the Daintree. The not-for-profit NGO, Rainforest 
Rescue, has with the help of people from within 
the country and from overseas organised by 
Conservation Volunteers Australia, been busy 
planting rainforest trees on previously cleared 
private land in the region. 

They are taking advantage of a Queensland 
State arrangement whereby private sector 
grants are available to landholders wishing 
to replant native trees on the condition that 
their lease is covenanted so that the replanted 
areas are never cut and remain a nature refuge 
in perpetuity. 

As can be seen from many places along the 
road, the Daintree is also home to ordinary 
people just making a living looking after beef 
and dairy cattle or growing mangoes, bananas 
and other fruits and vegetables. 

There is a local primary school, council depot 
and 'waste transfer station' just like any bit 
of suburbia, the only difference being that 
homeowners here have to collect their own 
rain or bore water, have septic sewerage and 
often also generate their own power. 

The Daintree is clearly a very special place, 

CAIRNS 

Cassowary and chicks. 

home to many rare and endangered species of 
flora and fauna, but it is also home to humans. 
Giving visiting tourists an appreciation of 
the beauty and unique nature of this World 
Heritage area will help ensure a sustainable 
balance is reached, allowing the 
preservation of this unique part of 
Gondwanaland. 

Q Air Niugini flies daily to Cairns. 
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Colonel Kilgore: ''You can 
either surf, or you can fight! 
If I say it's safe to surf this 
beach, then it's safe to surf 
this beach!" 

t's one of cinema's signature rants, 
bellowed by Robert Duvall in Francis 
Ford Coppola's 1976 Vietnam war 
classic, "Apocalypse Now." 

Strutting on a hellfire beach, Lt. Col. 
Bill Kilgore (Duvall) orders one of his soldiers, 
a famous surfer, to demonstrate his surfing 
technique while a vicious fire-fight with 
"Charlie", the Viet Cong, rages around them. 

Stetson-hatted Duvall then delivers two 
infamous lines, firstly, "Charlie don't surf!", 
followed by a line voted the 12th most famous 
movie quote of all time, "I love the smell of 
napalm in the morning." 

Duvall, Martin Sheen and Coppola held sway 
35 years ago on a remote beach at Baler, 
(pronounced Bal-air) in north-eastern Luzon. 
Long gone are the remnants of the Vietnamese 
village that Coppola spent months building 
before he sent in the helicopters to immolate 
it with napalm. What remains is the beach's 
nickname, Charlies Point, and surfboard 
riding. In Baler today, in Kilgore's language, 
Charlie do surf. 

Baler, the snoozy capital of Aurora province, 
now the heartland of Philippines surfing, is a 
neat town of 35,000 people. When Hollywood 
came to town, Coppola had scheduled a 
six-week shoot here and elsewhere in Luzon. 



Instead, it took him 16 months, 11 of those 
spent in Baler. 

The Malibu long boards that the Apocalypse 
crew left behind were snapped up by locals 
like Edwin Namoro, Philippine's first national 
surfing champion, and Radel Tolentino, both 
of whom still surf today. These days, the 
Baler locals ride modern short boards, often 
left behind by visiting foreign surfers as they 
snap re-entries in the Sabang shore break. 

Out surfing I meet Noel who tells me he was 
an extra in the great movie while in 6th grade 
at school and then began riding a board 
left by the crew. He still surfs almost daily. 
After our session, he straps his board to the 
roof of that distinctly Filipino conveyance, a 
"tricycle" motorcycle with a canopied sidecar. 

Baler's waves are seasonal, the best Pacific 
swells being between October and March. 
Its main beach breaks offer relatively short 
rides but this is offset by the lack of crowds 
and thus plenty of waves for everyone. A 
couple of kilometres south are the board
snapping reef waves of Cementa, a short, 
sharp and much more serious break that 
plays host each February to the Aurora 
Cup, the country's most prestigious surfing 
competition. 

I hike two kilometres up the beach in search 
of the fabled Charlies Point. The shoreline 
curves north past budget lodges and a grand, 
towered mansion owned by the provincial 

governor, gradually fading to a distant jungle 
shoreline that's framed by the blue Sierra 
Madre. I reach the mouth of the Aguang River 
and a tranquil lagoon, the site of Coppola's 
doomed Viet Cong village and bridge. 
Beyond them is the tree line that went up in a 
spectacular napalm conflagration. The local 
name of the spot is Kagewad, but to surfers 
and film buffs, it will always be Charlies Point. 

PHILIPPINES 

Local surfer Rodel Tolentino was an 11-
year old extra in the movie. "Until today, I'm 
wondering how the Americans found this 
place? It's so hard to get to," he says. 

Charlies Point is still hard enough to get to and 
perhaps because of this, it remains wild and 
beautiful. It seems bizarre to stand amid its 
calm and to imagine the firestorm rained upon 
the place by Coppola's aircraft. 
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Baler is still a picturesque town. With 
its surviving teak shop-houses facing a 
classic, Spanish-era square, plus its daily 
markets, jeepneys and tricycle taxis, this 
is an unmistakably Philippine rural town. 
And, as one blogger observed with a smile, 
"every clock and watch in town gives wildly 
conflicting estimates of the time." 

Baler's little town church has a real story 
to tell. It hosted a dramatic sideshow to 
the Spanish-American War when, for 337 
days during 1898-99, it was the site of an 
extraordinary siege by Filipino forces. 

The Spanish soldiers holed-up in the church 
simply refused to believe that Spain's most 
treasured colony had been surrendered to the 
invading Americans and rag-tag locals. Of the 
57 men inside at the start of the siege, only 33 
survived to return to Spain, although they did 
so as heroes, "Los Ultimos de Filipinas" - the 
Last Out of the Philippines. 

Seven Franciscan missionaries and a handful 
of settlers including the Angara family founded 
Baler in 1609. Four centuries and having 
survived typhoons, coups, Spanish and 
American colonials and a tsunami that levelled 
the town in 1735, the Angara dynasty is still 
going strong, counting among their number 
a mayor, provincial senator, congressman 
and governor. With a good slice of the prime 
beachfront also under their control, the wise 
development of the little surf city of Sabang is 
in their hands. 

1,325 0083 
fljsales@blshopbros.com.pg 

ewww.blshopbros.com.pg 



PHILIPPINES 
Aurora is one of the poorest provinces in the Philippines but a new 
road over the mountains will be completed in a few years, bringing 
Manila very much closer to Baler. 

There is apprehension about what changes this might deliver, 
especially if the sort of charmless, cheek-by-jowl developments as 
seen in other beach resorts were to occur. Right now,it is time to head 
to beautiful Baler before the wannabes bring jet skis and SUVs to 
wreak their own kind of apocalypse on the place. 

Meanwhile, back at Sabang and Cementa, the waves are still pumping, 
the locals are cool and visitors welcomed. At Charlies Point, there is no 
one to remember Robert Duvall, Martin Sheen and Marlon Brando, but 
the surf is still working. As Rodel Tolentino says, "They used the same 
wave we are surfing today. So many things have changed - but ... 
the wave is always the same." \;;JI 

0 Air Niugini flies to Manila on Wednesday, Friday and Sunday 
and has connections to and from Cairns and Brisbane. 

FACT BOX 
GETTING THERE 
Air Niugini flies to Manila, Phillipines, 
three times a week. From Manila, it's 
a 140-km road journey that can be 
made by rental car or bus. 

ACCOMMODATION 
Sabang's most upmarket resort 
is Bahia de Baler II, well located 
near the beachfront, and with air
conditioning and cable TV. www. 
bahiadebaler.com 

SEASON 
The best surfing season is from 

- September/October to early March. 
The hot months, April through 
June, bring calm seas, good for 
snorkelling, windsurfing and diving. 

For further information, contact: 

NEW WORLD LTD 
PO BOX68 
BA 
FIJI 

Tel (679) 661 4600 
Email· info@neworld corn.I' 
Web: t \WNI 'lfWWOfldfijicom 

or 

SP BREWERY 
PO BOX 6550 
BOROKO NCO 
PAPUA NEW GUINEA 

Tel 1675) 302 8200 
Ema11 1nfo@sp c1rr pg 
Website WWW s~ C )I ~ g 
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www.pwc.com/pg 

pwc To discuss how you would like to grow your business and how we can support you in PNG, 
contact Jonathan Seeto, Managing Partner on +675 3211500 or email us at pwc.pom@pg.pwc.com 
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On board a cruise boat at 
Knuckle Reef, Whitsundays. 

BRISBANE TO 
CAIRNS IN A 

MPERVAN 
BY RENEE CLUFF 

TraveWng the Queensland 
coast In a campervan Is a 
great option for anyone 
who beUeves the Journey 
can be Just as much fun as 
the destination. 
The grey nomads and the 
backpackers have been on It 
for a long time. 
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We arrived in Brisbane with a rigid plan to be 
flexible. Our only limit was that we needed to 
be in Cairns in three weeks' time. So, as we 
picked up our mini-van camper, the prospect 

of 21 days of quality family-time right along the 
Queensland coast was exciting to say the least. 

Our enthusiasm was dampened only slightly when we 
realised we probably should have booked a bigger 
model. With two adults and two children in the motor 
home together, you barely had room to pat a cat, let 
along swing one. We did get more accustomed to the 
lack of space as time went on though, and learning 
to organise our storage also made life easier. The 
children didn't share our concerns at all - for them it 
was cubby house heaven. 

First stop was the Sunshine Coast. With its beautiful 
beaches, eateries, shopping and activities on offer, 
the region is geared up for tourists. Our intention 
was to get back to basics, so we bypassed the 
most famous tourist attraction in the area, Australia 
Zoo, and set up camp in Noosa just as the sun was 
setting. 

The next morning we took a stroll through the 
national park, which is one of just a handful to 
be based right on the coastline. The scenery is 
stunning, with pandanus trees framing a sparkling 
blue ocean. The children had a play in the rock 
pools before we headed back to the campervan to 
continue our journey. 



Via the country town of Gympie, we headed 
for Rainbow Beach to see the spectacular 
Carlo sand blow, which overlooks several 
other towers of multi-hued sands. A sand blow 
is a parabolic dune which moves with the wind 
and is devoid of vegetation. The Carlo sand 
blow continues to swallow entire forests. It 
covers a massive 15 hectares. 

Just around the corner, we stopped at Tin 
Can Bay for the night, to be sure we would 
be at the scheduled Barn dolphin feeding at 
the marina the following morning. Of course, 
no-one told the wild lndo Pacific dolphins our 
plan and they were a little sluggish in arriving. 
It was certainly worth the wait though - we 
were able to hand feed the dolphins, who 
were surprisingly gentle and well-mannered. 
Another item on our bucket list ticked off. 

From there, we went inland to Maryborough 
and strolled through the historic riverside 
streets of the town, which in the late 1800s, 
made up one of Australia's busiest ports and 
the country's major immigration port. It's 
strewn with amazing colonial architecture, 
which you can view on a self-guided tour. 

Just 30 minutes drive away, we sauntered 
down the 1.1-kilometre Urangan Pier at 
Hervey Bay, which in the early 1900s, was 
used to transfer coal, sugar and timber on 
to waiting ships. As we walked, we kept a 
close lookout for the bay's famous humpback 
whales. There are plenty of whale-watching 
cruises on offer at Hervey Bay, which is a 
breeding ground for humpbacks. 

However, we'd received a tip-off that 
the whales were in vast numbers in the 
Whitsundays, so we decided to forgo a cruise 
until then. 

:: 

Hervey Bay is also the best place to get to 
Fraser Island, the largest sand island in the 
world. It's expensive to get there but also 
extremely impressive with plenty of unique 
wilderness areas to see. 

Our next stop was Agnes Waters and its 
neighbouring community of Seventeen 

Seventy, which is known as Queensland's 
birth place. It's where James Cook first landed 
in the state on 24 May, 1770. It's also the 
launching place for the southern-most point of 
the Great Barrier Reef and cruises are on offer 
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to take visitors to Lady Elliot Island to snorkel. 

Seventeen Seventy also has a spectacular 
headland to explore, a picturesque foreshore, 
perfect for barbeque picnics, and a wonderfully 
large inlet, well-suited to kayaking and fishing. 

We swapped the tiny seaside community for 
the big smoke of Rockhampton, where we 
toured the city's impressive and historical 
Botanical Gardens and zoo. The zoo contains 
mostly Australian animals, but it is particularly 
memorable for us because of our son's 
amazing interactions with a chimpanzee, 
which imitated his actions. 

Just outside Rockhampton are the Capricorn 
Caves, a dry cave system, possibly the only 
privately owned cave system in the country. 
It features a cathedral cave which has almost 
perfect acoustics, its levels rivalling those of 
the Sydney Opera House. When our guide 
turned off the electric lights, lit candles and 
played 'Amazing Grace' inside the cathedra! 
cave, the moment was surprisingly emotional. 
Even to my untrained ear, the sound was 
phenomenal. The tour ended with a candle-
lit climb through a naturally formed tunnel, 
replicating the experience of the cave's 
discoverer in the 1800s. 

One of our favourite stops was just north of 
Mackay, in the Cape Hillsborough National 
Park. It's littered with great walking tracks and 
wildlife is abundant, with wallabies bouncing 
on the beach at dawn and dusk to eat the 
seeds that have washed up with the tide. 

At the waterfront van park, there is a resident 
grey kangaroo who sunbathes under the 
clothes lines all day. Views from the lookouts 
are spectacular, featuring clear aqua water 
dotted by sailing boats and tiny islands, one of 
which you can actually walk to at low tide, via 
a causeway. 

Rainbow Beach ... to see the spectacular Carlo sand blow. 
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The collection of shells we gathered at 
Casuarina Beach was diverse, interesting and 
colourful and all along the beach, tiny balls 
of sand had been piled up by crabs making 
their holes. It was a great place to pass a lazy 
afternoon. 

On our way to Proserpine and Airlie Beach, we 
stopped off at a strawberry farm, one of many 
situated just off the Bruce Highway. It offers 
visitors the chance to pick their own punnets 
of strawberries. 

The farmer there gave us some tips on the 
colour and texture of the best ones to pick 
before she let us loose on the strawberry 
fields. The children couldn't help themselves, 

sampling the wares they picked. We gathered 
some of the biggest and sweetest strawberries 
I've ever seen, which we continued to munch 
until we reached Airlie Beach, the launching 
pad for the Whitsunday Islands. 

On our first full day there, we took an island 
hopper cruise, a ferry service which allows 
travellers to stop off at Daydream Island, 
South Molle Island National Park, Long Island 
and Hamilton Island. You can pick and choose 
when and where you get on and off the two 
ferries that continuously navigate the round 
trip. 

Daydream Island was the favourite spot for our 
children, who loved the island's living lagoon, 
a man-made coral reef which meanders 
through the resort and is filled with brightly 
coloured fish, sting rays and sharks. Day 
trippers can also swim in the resort's pools 
and spas for free and can opt to take a scuba 
diving course or have lunch in one of the 
resort's restaurants. There's also a state
of-the-art putt-putt golf course, children's 
playground and tennis courts. 

We opted to have lunch at Long Island, 
where my husband and I also indulged in the 
obligatory Long Island iced tea ·as we strolled 
along the sizeable mudflats as the tide went 
out. Everything about Long Island is long, 
including the wharf. In fact, it's so lengthy a 
tractor train picks up visitors to take them into 
the resort. 

The Island hopper cruise also gives people the 
chance to overnight at one of the four islands 
it travels to. You can camp on South Molle 
Island, or indulge in a room at Daydream, 
Long or Hamilton Island. 

What we really wanted to experience, though, 
was the world heritage listed Great Barrier 
Reef, so the following day we took another 
cruise to Knuckle Reef, home to several 
bommies and a state-of-the art pontoon from 
which people can snorkel, scuba dive, take 
a trip in a glass bottom boat or view the reef 
from the pontoon's underwater observatory. 
It also has a waterslide which plunges both 
children and the young at heart, into the 
ocean. 

Those who don't want to get wet can have a 
massage, soak up the rays on the sun deck 
or take a helicopter ride to see the famous 
heart reef, which from the air, is shaped like a 
perfect love heart. 

The staff onboard the pontoon and cruise boat 
were a wealth of knowledge and enthusiasm 
about the reef, which is brimming with life. 
There are colourful schools of fish of all 
shapes and sizes, as well as diverse coral. 
It's an underwater wonder world and we were 
lucky to score the perfect conditions and 
tides, which enhanced the clarity of the water. 

We also lucked out with the whales - our 
decision to postpone our whale watching tour 
paid massive dividends. On the two hour trip 



out to Knuckle Reef we spotted no less than 
six whales, including a mother and her calf that 
came very close to our boat. The return trip 
bestowed a further eight whales. They were 
everywhere and we got very used to spotting 
the white plume of blowhole water and tail 
slapping splashes. Everyone on the boat was 
thrilled to be witnessing such spectacles. 

Just outside Airlie Beach is a tiny town called 
Hydeaway Bay, a quiet, secluded bay which 
is perhaps the Whitsunday region's best-kept 
secret. It's absolutely gorgeous and we were 
able to pull the campervan right up to the 
beach and build a camp fire - quite a treat, 
because it's something that is banned in 
most coastal Queensland national parks and 
camping areas. 

After leaving the bay, we headed for 
Bowen, which was made famous by the 
film 'Australia'. The scenes featuring Darwin 
were all shot in Bowen, which was selected 
by director Baz Lurhmann for its wide open 
coastal landscape and extremely long wharf. 
Remnants from the movie still exist, with the 
local watering hole among them. And who can 
pass on a chunky Hugh Jackman from the 
famed Bowen pie shop? 

Another must-do is the local lookout, which 
offers breathtaking 360 degree views. There 
are several beaches to frolic in and you can 
get a taste of country living in Bowen, which 
is known as the town where the bush meets 
the beach. Mangoes are the main agricultural 
export, along with sugar cane. 

From there, we descended on Townsville, the 
capital of far north Queensland. There is plenty 
to do there, although we only spent a short 
time in the city to allow the children to play at 
the fantastic water park on the esplanade. 

From there, we entered cassowary country, 
bunking down in Mission Beach, which has 
become quite a trendy bohemian town popular 
with backpackers. The actual beach is the 
main attraction though and the sunset was 
spectacular, with horses ridden along the 
shoreline as a full moon rose over the water. 

Mission Beach is also where you get a good 
impression of the force of cyclone Vasi, which 
passed across that area of coastline earlier 
this year. Loads of trees have been knocked 
down and those that remain have had their 
leaves blown off. The new growth resembles 
that of a tree recovering from bushfire and 
entire hills are covered in them, looking like 
mounds of slightly furry matchsticks. 

After passing through lnnisfail, where cane 
farm country briefly changed to banana 
growing country, we headed inland, to the 
highlands of the Cairns region. The Mamu 
canopy rainforest walk near Millaa Millaa 
offers a birds-eye view as you walk among 
the treetops. There are also three impressive 
waterfalls just outside Millaa Millaa, two of 
which you can take a dip under. The nearby 
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Millan Millan Falls ... one of three waterfalls in the highlands of the Cai ms region. 

Atherton Tablelands are also worth a stop, 
even just to spot a platypus in the wild. 

On the way to Cairns, you can opt to pass 
through the town of Kuranda, which has 
great markets, plenty of art galleries featuring 
indigenous art and a train station dripping 
with tropical plants and history. But the main 
attraction is the Barron Gorge. You can take 
a train there, walk there or pass by on a cable 
car, which travels between Kuranda and 
Cairns. 

The Cairns esplanade is also a tourist mecca, 
featuring a man-made lagoon and massive 
children's playground. 

Just across the road is the entrance to Rusty's 
market, which opens on the weekends and the 
night markets, which are open every night. 

We opted to base ourselves about 20 minutes 
north of Cairns, at Palm Cove. It's known as 
Queensland's spa capital but is so much more. 
It's a very popular spot for newlyweds to have 
their photos taken, which gives you some idea 
of the quality of the scenery. 

A protection order on the esplanade's 
melaleuca trees only enhances the ambience, 
with the trees managing to both outshine and 
enhance the hotels and restaurants, which 
have been built around the trees. 
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Cape Tribu/ation ... named by Captain Cook when in 1770, his shi;, the 
Endeavour twice ran aground on the reef just off the cape, and almost sank. 

Hydeaway Bay ... perhaps 
the Whitsunday region's 
best-kept secret. 

The van park in Palm Cove is council-run, 
cheap and in a fantastic position, and the 
wharf is a great place to drop in a line. Cairns 
tropical zoo is also situated in Palm Cove and 
their night zoo adventure is a hit with children 
- just make sure they have an afternoon nap if 
they're unlikely to last 'til 10pm. 

From Palm Cove, it's less than an hour to 
Port Douglas, where the rich and famous 
go to play, and then a further 20 minutes to 
the stunning Mossman Gorge, a croc-free 
swimming hole, where you can also fill up your 
water bottle with sparkling rainforest water. I 
also recommend a walk across the suspension 
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bridge if you're not prone to vertigo. Another 
15 minutes up the road is the world heritage
listed Daintree National Park, where we did 
spot a croc in the wild, sunning itself right next 
to the launch point of the Daintree River ferry. 

The Daintree is where the rainforest meets the 
reef. There are beautiful, clear, rocky creeks 
running through the tropical forest vines to 
a stunning shoreline. The coast includes the 
famous Cape Tribulation, named by Captain 
Cook when in 1 770, his ship the Endeavour 
twice ran agrouri_d on the reef just off the cape, 
and almost sank. The extensive damage came 

close to preventing Cook from claiming what 
was then known as New Holland. 

You can certainly go further north but the 
road soon turns to a four-wheel-drive-only 
thoroughfare. In any case, our time was up. 
Next time perhaps. 

Choosing a motor home 

There are plenty of options available, 
depending on your budget and the size of the 
motor home you're after. Couples can easily 
get by with a mini-van, which is certainly 
easier to manoeuvre and find parking spots 
for. However, they don't come with a shower 
or toilet, which means you will need to be 
comfortable with ducking into the bush to do 
your business if you are not staying in a van 
park or close to public toilets. 

The bigger models do come with showers 
and toilets, but this also has a downside -
someone will need to empty the toilet bucket 
at dump stations, which are found in van 
parks. It's not a pleasant job. On the plus 
side, most of the bigger models will have a 



bed situated over the roof of the driver's cab, 
which can be left made up, thereby cutting 
down on the need to put your bed together 
each night. If you have more than two people, 
though, the dining table will generally need to 
be converted to a second bed. 

The bigger motor homes are available in four 
berth to six berth. But be warned, this doesn't 
necessarily mean a six berth motor home will 
comfortably house six people. Just imagine 
squeezing six adults into a vehicle that size 
during wet weather - and then trying to cook 
and make beds! You may however, be more 
comfortable if some of those six people are 
young children. It's all about tailoring the 
model to your personal needs. 

Other things to look out for are battery life and 
power supply, the size of the water storage 
area, whether there are extra costs for linen 
and pillows, and whether the motor homes are 
set up for infant's seats and children's booster 
seats. 

Also check whether the motor home company 
has a drop-off point in the city you are 

planning to end your trip in and whether pick
up times for the motor home suit your flight 
arrival time. 

Expect to pay between $100 and $400 per day 
for a motor home. And be sure to check out 
the insurance conditions - some motor home 
companies will swipe thousands of dollars off 
your credit card as security, which will then be 
refunded once you return the motor home in 
good order. 

Van Parks 

A night in a van park in Queensland will range 
from about AUD$15 to AUD$80, depending 
on the park itself and whether you want a 
powered site, unpowered site or ensuite site. 

As the name suggests, ensuite sites come 
with your own personal shower, toilet and 
sink which is great for anyone who likes their 
privacy and shudders at the thought of sharing 
the amenities block with everyone else in the 
park. 

It's also a bonus for families with young 
children, whose smaller bladders sometimes 
don't last the trek to the amenities block. 

Powered sites will allow you to plug in and 
recharge your battery - allowing you to freely 
use your microwave and TV (if your camper 
has one), as well as plug in and recharge your 
laptop or mobile phone. I even plugged in a 
hairdryer. 
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You won't be able to plug in if you select 
an unpowered site, but you can still use the 
park's amenities, laundry, dump station and 
water supply to top up your tank. 

The most expensive park we used was a 
five star resort, complete with a water park, 
giant jumping pillows, resort-style pools, a 
restaurant and an outdoor cinema. Most are 
not so luxurious and will hover around the 
AUD$25-AUD$40 mark for a powered site. 

Stingers and Croes 

Signs warning of saltwater crocodiles will be 
spotted at almost every water source. Croes 
have even been found in drains in Cairns, 
so it's important to always be aware of your 
surroundings. Just because the water is fresh 
doesn't mean crocs won't inhabit the area. 

Stinger season is between November and 
May/June and is when the deadly box jelly fish 
and tiny irukandji are at their most prominent. 

Stingers can in fact inhabit the tropical 
Queensland waters all year round and bottles 
of vinegar are in place at almost every beach 
to help treat victims. 

If you are really worried, swim at beaches with 
stinger nets. Many cruise companies will also 
have stinger suits for passengers to . '6li. 
swim in. V 

0 Air Niugini flies daily to Brisbane. 
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The leading security 
and communications organisation 
in Papua New Guinea 

- Static and mobile security - 24 hour monitoring control room 
- Armed and unarmed escorts - Linked monitored alarm systems 
- Attack dog security teams - Supply & service of fixed & hand held radios 
- Client radio network support & monitoring - Satellite voice & data communication systems 
- Extensive UHF and VHF radio network - CCTV security installation and service 

G4S Secure Solutions (PNG) Ltd 
Head Office: Port Moresby Phone: 325 6377 Fax: 325 8204 www.pg.g4s.com 

Branch Offices: Lae, Madang, Goroka, Rabaul, Kimbe & Mt Hagen 

RAD-TEL (PNG) 

• 1. COMMUN/CATIONS 
SALES & SERVICES 

• Business Telephone Systems (LG ARIA PABX) 
e Communications 
hone Systems 

s 
unication 
ces 
ervices 

P.O. BOX 43 WAIGANI, NCO 
PH: 325 2555(POM) 

472 6203(LAE) 
FAX:325 0872(POM) 

472 7577(LAE) 
email: radtel@radtel.com.pg 
http://www.radtel.com.pg 

LTD 

TaKeS 
you around the world 

f slmoco radio • LG·NfTRTEL 
systems 

,,,,-----_ 
HYBREX 

data communication 

Panasonic 
digital telephone S}'lilem:I 
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Chief Executive of Air Niugini Mr Wasantha Kumarasiri presenting the 
winner's tickets to Ms Sarah Karo. Ms Karo won the Miss South Pacific 

Pageant PNG. She will represent PNG at the Miss South Pacific Pageant to 
be held in Apia in December. Fly anywhere, 

compliments of Air Niugini 
AIR NIUGINI IS PLEASED TO SPONSOR the 
Miss South Pacific PNG 2011 and the three 
finalists with the following prizes: 

• Miss SouTH PACIFIC PNG - 2 x return 
economy tickets from Port Moresby to any 
international destination (Ms Sarah Karo). 

• 1ST RuNNER up - 1 x return economy ticket to 
either Sydney, Brisbane or Cairns (Ms Yalinu 
Poya). 

• 2ND RUNNER UP - 1 x return economy ticket 
to any PX destination on the domestic 
network (Ms Navancca Eyres). 

• 3Ro RUNNER up - 2 x return economy tickets 
to any PX destination on the domestic 
network (Ms Augaia Jane Dalton). 

Air Niugini is also proud to sponsor airline 
tickets for Miss Sarah Karo and her chaperone 
to travel to and from the Miss South 
Pacific Pageant in Apia, Samoa, in . ._ 
December 2011. V 
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Sri Lanka's newly appointed envoy to PNG 

Air Niugini's Chief Executive Officer, Mr Wasantha Kumarasiri is congratulated by staff on his recent 
appointment as Sri Lanka's Honorary Consul to Papua New Guinea. 



Move your freight with Air Niugini Cargo. If you're thinking domestic or international 

freight, call on the unrivalled experience at Air Niugini Cargo. Air Niugini knows 

how to best keep products moving, companies connected and businesses thriving. 

Air Niugini 
Administration: Ph 327 3659 or 327 3670 Fax 327 321 l 
Reservations and quotations: Ph 3 2 7 3 660 or 3 2 7 3 3 I 6 

Address: PO Box 7186 Boroko NCO Papua New Guinea 



General Information 

Lying entirely within the tropics, barely south 
of the Equator and just north of the Australian 
continent is Papua New Guinea, the second 
largest island in the world. With a total land 
mass of 473.189sq.km it is the last of a string 

of Islands spilling down from South East Asia 
into the Pacific. 

Apart from the mainland, Papua New Guinea 
comprises a remarkable collection of islands, 
atolls and coral reefs scattered around its 
coastline. The mainland is divided by the 
Owen Stanley Range-a rugged central spine 
with peaks over 4,000 metres high. Great 
rivers begin their journey to the sea from 
these mountains-among them, Fly and Sepik 
waterways. Below the mountain chain, fertile 
coastal plains, flooded delta regions and 
mangrove swamps exist alongside broad sandy 
beaches, sheltered bays and dense rain forests. 

What to See and Do 

Ideal Cruising Experience 

The wonders of Papua New Guinea never 
cease to impress even the most intrepid 
traveller. Offering a multitude of ideal 
experiences, the visitors will find a country 
rich in culture, ethnic diversity and where 
little has changed over centuries. Cruising 
Papua New Guinea is relaxing since island life 
is slow-paced and informal. Rich in cultural 
and ethnic diversity PNG promises to reward 
cruise enthusiasts with unforgettable sights 
and sounds. 

Diving 

This is home to some of the world's most 
spectacular diving, dubbed as 'underwater 
photographer's paradise." It is said to have 
twice as many species as the waters of the 
Red Sea, and up to five times as many as 
the Caribbean. The waters are a wonderland 
of elegant reefs, sunken wrecks, brilliantly 
coloured coral and marine life. The immense 
diversity of dive sites includes barrier reefs, 
coral walls (drop-offs), coral gardens, patch 
reef, fringing reefs, sea grass beds and coral 
atolls. 

Trekking the rugged terrains 

Trekkinig in Papua New Guinea is a challenge 
which portrays the real meaning of adventure 
in paradise. An extensive network of walking 

Welcome to Papua New Guinea 

The coastal regions are tropical however in 
generally the climate is warm to hot and humid 
all year round. Temperatures on the coast 
vary between 25-30 degrees throughout the 
year. The Highlands regions enjoy a temperate 
climate, ranging from 20 degrees during day 
to as low as 10 degrees during the evenings. 
Rainy season varies from province to province, 
however generally the country is driest from 
May to December. 

Fully independent since September 16, 1975, 
the country has a freely elected democratic 
government. PNG became the 142nd 
member of the United Nations on October 
10, 1975 and is also a member of the British 
Commonwealth. 

The population is just over 5 million with 
over a third in the Highlands region of the 
country. The people are Melanesian though in 

tracks covers most mountain areas, and 
experience bush walkers are well catered 
for. The most popular is the Kokoda Track 
which continues to provide challenges and 
experiences beyond men's imagination. 
Others include Mt. Wilhelm, Bulolo, Wau and 
Madang. The Kokoda Trail, so significant to 
World War II continues to grow in popularity 
amongst serious trekkers. 

Excellent Fishing 

The country's reputation for excellent fishing 
localities and choices of catch is fully boosted 
by the wonderful climate. 

Surfing the waves 

Experience an unforgettable wave-riding 
adventure in the country's wave-breaking 
shores. From the breath-taking coastline of 
Vanimo that stretches down Madang, to the 
sandy beaches of New Ireland Province, where 
premiere breakpoints and scenic surfing sites 
are located. 

Bird Watching 

Bird watching does not only require dead 
silence, it provides the opportunity for 
watchers to take in nature's most eerie 
surroundings and eternal spring whether 
up in the Highlands or in a typical tropical 
weather in the coastal areas. Over 700 species 
of feathered fliers flutter across our island 

appearance they are quite varied. 

There are more than 800 distinct "live" 
languages with Melanesian pidgin and Hiri 
Motu being the two most widely used. English 
is the official language in education, business 

and government circles. 

Papua New Guinea has a vibrant and 
multifaceted economy with two distinct 
systems operating side by side. 

The vast majority of the people live a 
traditional, non-monetary barter economy 
that exited long before European colonization 
began. Co-existing with this is the modern 
economic system based on mining, petroleum, 
fishing, forestry and agriculture. 

The main exports are gold, copper, oil, coffee, 
tea, copra, oil palm and forest products. 

including 38 of the 43 known species of the 
exotic Bird of Paradise. Not all the colours 
of the rainbow have been reserved for our 
feathered friends as there is an unlimited range 
of hues and shades to be seen in our 2000 
orchids and countless magnificent butterflies 
including the world's largest, the Queen 
Alexandra Birdwing. 

World War II Relics 

Relics of World War II battles are found in 
most parts of Papua New Guinea's land, 
underwater, caves and tunnels. 

Astounding Volcanoes 

Located along the "Pacific Ring of Fire, Papua 
New Guinea offers distinct views of active 
volcanoes that captivates a land of tranquility. 
There exists a number of volcanoes in certain 
provinces, including the latest 'basaltic 
statovolcano on Manam Island, Madang 
Province. Other recent volcanic location 
include Rabaul's two volcanic cones-Vulcan 
and Tavurvur-and West New Britain's Mt Pago. 

Visitors to our country are guests and 
hospitality is an honour in our Melanesian 
culture. Tipping is neither expected nor 
encouraged. 

Reprinted courtesy of the Papua New Guinea Tourism 
Promotion Authority. www.pngtourism.org.pg 
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